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send Lazaru& that he may dip the tip of his finger- 
in water, and cool my tongue ; for I. am tormented 
in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember 
that thoju in thyjifi»-time receivedst thy good things, 
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would come from thence. Th^ ne said, I pray 
thee, therefore, father, that thou wouldst send hittk 
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he may testify unto them, lest they alsb come into 
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they have Moses and the prophets ; let them hear 
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SERMON L 



'' IT IS.AFPOtNTED UNTO MAW ONCE TO DIE, BUT AFTER 



PELITKRED IN BOSTOIC ON THE SECOfTZy 8ABBATB IN ft%, 1818. 



lflBB;IX.87,28 • 

" And as it is aj^pcnnted unto men Qn/ce to die, but after this tlie jndf^ 
ment ; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many ; and unto 
them that look for him shall- h& appear the second time, williout sia, 
unto salvation.'* 

Being semsibje that the corrimoB opinion enter- 
tained of this poi:tipn of divine truth, is in a very 
important sen^e diffcFent from what I am fully 
persuaded the Apostle designed to communicate^ 
it seems reasonable that the hearer should be ad- 
vertised of this circumstance in the introduction 
of the Subject. If the audience should pass the 
time of the introduction with minds directed to,, 
and possessed of the general ppijiion of a day of 
judgment in a future state, which is the subject to 
which our text is applied, by almost universal con- 
sent, it might be difficult for the hearer to undergo 
$0 great a transition .at once, as would be required, 
in' order to gain a clear view of the true sense of 
the passage under consideration. . ^ 

In order, therefore, that the candid inquirer 
after truth, should not be too much embarrassed 
with traditional notions on this subject, it is 
thought expedient to bring the general opinion of 
the text first into view, and expose its improprie- 
ties, so that the mind, being s^isfied, in sotne 
degree at least, of the error of the commonly 
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received bpinion, may be the more easily conduct- 
ed to the right sense of the text. 

This part of duty is always attended with some 
unpleasant seRsatiotta tqrthe febourer. He feels 
the necessity of approaching this work with cau- 
tion. In. performing this, he well knows that 
therfi is dtftiger of wounding those "V^ho* -are' in- 
volved in the eirtor, to, be corrected,. And the- deli- 
cate ear which shrinks fktfu the language 6f con- 
troversy. • • / ^ 

But notwithstanding all difficulties, necessary 
labour must be done and done faithfuUj. An 
iarchitect whom you tnightsee fit to employ to 
repair your house, tnight, on due examination, 
find that the labour and expense of repairing would 
be surely lost, for ^ant.of soundness in the foun- 
dation ; and however disagreeable it might be to 
you to hear it, or to hijn to declare it, yet it would 
be most consistent with your interest and his duty. 

But it is hard to give up- the ancient, the vener- 
able, though decayed building. The habitations 
of our fathers hold our fond hearts tvith a sort of 
charm that is not easily broken. But from this 
.digression we may return to our subject. 

This passage read for our present consideration, 
as has already been hinted, is generally applied to 
the subject of a day of judgment, in a future state, 
.when and 'where all mankind will be brought to 
trial, duly examined, judged and rewarded accord- 
ing to their works in this mortal life. Some of 
the absurdities of this notion of a future judgment, 
I have pointed out in a discourse which I recently 
delivered in this house, and which has since been 
published. That sermon, having stirred up the 
minds of the thoughtful, hats thereby, been the 
means of calling our present subject into consid- 
eration ; which gives me another occasion to at 
tend to this very important inquiry. 

As this judgment is supposed to mean a decisioi) 

to be formed, on due examination and investiga.- 

tjon of character and conduct, Yvow it is possible 
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lor one who knevr all things from the beginning, 
to be the judge iii such a case ? Is it reasonable to 
' isgppose that the divine Being has :got to make up 
his judgment hereafter on the just deserts of his 
dependent offsJ)rings ? It is confidently believed, 
that no reasonable person on due consideration, 
can suppose that the infinitely wise and omniscient 
Deity will ever set, like a judge on his bench, to 
examine evidences for and against his creatures 
in orider to make up his mind and judgment con- 
cerning their merits and demerits. Oiir creato^ 
taiust have known, before man, was formed of the 
dust Qf the gp6und, all the future thoughts and 
actions of the numerous sons and daughters of 
Adam, to the latest generation whicR shall inhabit 
the earth. How preposterously Erroneous are the 
declarations of enthusiasts, ^ho, to operate on 
the weakness of credulity^ have threatened their 
hearers of witnessing against them at the bar of 
God ! As if the Almighty, having difficult cases to 
determine, will have occasion to call on them to 
testify iti evidence 1 AH this goes down very well 
with two daases of pcjople ; (viz.) those who be- 
lieve every thing the preacher says on his author^ 
ity, and those who cate nothing about religion, 
and never go to the house of worship with other 
than worldly motives. 

It was asked, in the sermon before, alluded to^ 
whether at the great day, so much' talked of, 
those pobir wretched immortals, who had lived in 
the torments . of hell thousands of years, would 
then be permitted to have their trial.? It was 
also askied, if those who had been in heaven for 
ages and ages, would at the day of judgment, be 
put to the. tribunal for adjudication ? These ques- 
fions may be called by hard names without beiog 
answered. — 

St. Paul was the author of our t6xt ; we may 
therefore inquire how this jiotion of a future day 
of judgment agrees with what he says in othei^ 
passages. See Phil, i, 23, ^' For I am m ^ %\x:^ 
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betwixt two, having a deelre to depart and to b^ 
with Christ ; which is far better." How could 
.he Apostle determine whether he was to <be witii 
Christ ? If he believed that he had got to have his 
trial in another worid, was it his province to de- , 
lermine what the final issue would be ?. See again, 
2d Cor. V. 1, "For we know, that if our eacthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we ha-vc 
a building of God, an house not made with hands^ i 
eternal in the heavens." Hbw could the Apostlj^ 
decide on this infinitely important subject until 
after the day of .judgirient ? If St. Paiil knew; how 
the case would be. decided,, did nptthe judge 
know ? If the judge knew and informed the Apos- 
tle, the conclusion is, there could be no further 
adjudication relative to the case. 

This Apofitle, when treating .more largely* and 
mor6 particularly on the subject of the resurrec- 
tion, in 1st Cor. 15;, than he pr- any other divine 
author has done in the scriptures, mentions not 
one word about any judgment. He says, " It is 
sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptipn ; it is 
Bown in dishonor, it is raised in glory ; it is sown 
in weakness, it is raised in power ; it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a. spiritual body.— ^And as 
We have born^ the inxage of the earthly, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. For this 
corruptible must' put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality." . 

Here your servant fervently calls for more than 
ordinary attention. He submits to his christian 
brethren and hearers the weighty question, (viz.) 
has the Apostle given the least reason to believe, 
that after this infinitely glorious resurrection, into 

IMMORTALITY, INCOllRUlPTlON AND GLORY, there wUI 

be, in this immortal state, a day of judgment and 
retribution according to the works of men in this 
mortal corruptible state i This question is on the 
merits of our subject. 
The scriptures inform us of a salvation " not ac* 
'ding to our Works ;" they speak o[ the gustifi* 
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cation of sinners through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, &c. Wow if sinners are to be 
condemned and punished in another world aecord- 
ing to their conduct in this, when and where are 
they justified freely by the grace of God ? When 
and where are they saved, not" according to their 
works ? Jesus said to the unbelieving Sadducees 
who denied the resurrection. Matt. 22, "Ye do 
err, not knowjng the scriptures nor the power of 
God. For in the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are ffiven in marriage ; but are as the angels 
of Gfcod m heaven." So mtich the blessed Re- 
deemer informed them, but 'gav6 Ao intimation, 
that after men were raised from the dead and 
were made like unto the Aiigels of God in heaven, 
they would be judged and punished for their follies 
in flesh and blood. He has never informed us, 
that the immortal state will hav6 to endure the 
punishments due to crimes committed in a state of 
mortality. , ' 

As the limits of a sermon will by no means 
admit of noticing all that belongs to this argument, 
and believing that the hearer must be, measurably, 
if not fully satisfied that wrong notions have been 
entertained concerning a day of judgment in an- 
other world, we come to consider our text accord- 
ing to the connection in which it is found. 

Writing to the Hebrews, the Apostle very pru- 
dently endeavours- to lead their minds into the 
true knowledge of Christ, by using the rites of the 
law dispensation, to which they were religiously 
attached, to riBpresent Jesus and his ministry of 
redonciliation. In our context he draws a para,llel 
between the high priest uiidei^ the law, and the 

Ifreat Apbstle and high priest of oUr christian pro- 
fession ; And between th6 holy place under the 
Levitical priesthood, and the holy place, even 
heaven itself, into which J6sus entered for us. 
See verse 23. ." It was therefore necessary that 
the patterns of things in the heavens should b^ 
juHfied with th^se; but the heavenly t\\ing^A\vem 
2 
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selves with better sacrifices than these."' Hi 
we see the Apostle^s attempt to lead the minds 

. his brethren frcmi the sacrifices under the la 
to a better saeri^ce. He allows ihe sacrificfss < 
fered by the law, to be no more than figures, a 
the things which were purified ^th blood only 
pattern^ of things in the heavens. See verse i 
"For Christ. is not entered into the holy plac 
made with hands, which are the figures of t 
true ; but into heaven itself, now to*appear in t 
presence of God for us." Here our author repi 
sents the holy places under the law, into v^hi 
the high priest entered, as figures of the* true, a; 
heaven itself into which Jesus entered for us, as t 
holy place represented by those figures. Verses i 
26, "Nor yet that he. should ofier himself often 
the high priest entereth into the hol^ place eve 
year with blood t)f others ; (for then must he oft 
have sufiered since the foundation of the work 
but now once in the end of the world, hath he s 
peared to put away siii by the sacrifice of Imnseli 
^y the foundation of the worid, the Apostle mea 
the commencement of the legal priesthood or d 
pensation ; and by the end of the world, he mea 
the end of that dispensation or priesthood*^ 

, We have here represented the entering of Jes 
into the holy place^ which Was represented by tl 
holy places under the law, b]|ihis own blood, 
the high priest entered into the figurative he 
places with the blood of others. 

Here carefully notice. In order that the hij 
priest midtit represent the death and resurrecti< 
of Jesus, he must first offer a sacrifice for himsel 
so that with this blood he might enter the ho 
place. He fi^ratively died when his sacrifice w; 
slain ; and his entry into the holy place repr 
sented him as risen from the dead. Thus her 
presented Jesus, who should aetually die and ri 
again. 
Now notice the text : " And at it is a{^oint< 

unto men once to die V that is ^ as it is appoints 
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m^ity men who are high priests to die in their eac- 
rifaoes. ^< And after this the judgment;" that is, 
the holy place. ** 80 Christ was once oflfered ;" 
that is, as the figurative death of the hiiffh priest 
represented ; to bear the sins of many , of both 
Jews and Gentiles. <^ And unto them that k>ok for 
him shall he appear the second time ;'' that is, in 
his risen glory. ^^ Without sin unto sidvation ;" 
as the h^h priest wpeared in the hdy place for 
the justification of the people of Israel. % 

In order to illustrate and make our subject stiU 
plainer,.we will endeavoiur to show the true mean* 
ing of the word judgmenfia our text, by referring 
to its u^e in Exodus 28, where it is used on the 
same subject. 

In Aaron's breast-fdale were tweWe manner of 
precious stones i in theM stones were engraved 
the names of the twelve tribes. On each shoulder 
he had an onyx stone. On these Hkewise were 
engraved the names of the twelve tribes ; six on 
one and six on the other. On a plate of pure gold 
which he wcnre on his mitre, wa$ engraved Holi-| 
K£8s TO THE LoRD. lu the hcm of hisgarment or 
robe rcHind about were interspersed golden bells^ 
and pomegranates ; so that when he went into the. 
holy place, and when he came out, the sound of* 
the golden bells was heard, by which the people 
knew that their high priest lived before the Lord. 
The breast-plate which contained the names of 
the twelve tribes is called " the breast^plate of 
ftidgmefU." See verses 29, 30, ^^ And Aaron shall 
bear the names of the children of Israel in the 
breast-plate of judgment upon his heart, when he 
goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before 
the Lord continually. And thou shalt put in the 
breast-plate of judgment the urim and the thum- 
mim ; (light and perfection) and they shall be upon 
Aiiron's neart when he ^oeth in before the Lord ; 
and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the chil- 
dren of Israel upon his heart before the Lord <:iqri6^ 
UnuaUr. '^ ^ 
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Can there be a reasonable doubt entertained, 
that the word judgmtni in our text means the same 
as in the passage quoted ? "^d is it not evident 
that this word means holikess, light and perfec- 
tion ? 

As the antitype of the high priest and his func- 
tions, Jesus, having by his cross, brc^en down the 
middle wall of partition between Jews and Gen- 
tiles, entered the holy place, which is heaven 
itself, bearing the whole human family on his 
shoulders and on his heart ; and presented them 
Holiness to the Lord, in himself, who is the Lord 
our righteousness. And thus he bears the juig- 
merUj the jwiifieaJtum^ the Ught and perfection of all 
men before his Father continually. 

Now unto them that look for him by faith, he 
appears without sin. They behold in him the 
whole human family, glowing in the light and per- 
fection of divine holiness They hear the joyful 
sound of the gospel, of peace on earth and ffood 
will towards men, answering to the sound of the 
golden bells in the hem of the high priest's robe ; 
and the fruit of the spirit, 'which is loVe, joy, . 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, meakness, good- 
ness and faith, answers to the pomegranates inter- 
spersed among the golden bells. 

In this dear light of our subject, we may ask, 
if there could be an invention more averse to di- 
vine truth, than the one to which our text has been 
generally applied ? 

In room of noticing the death of the high priest, 
represented by the death of his sacrifice, our text 
has been applied to the natural death of all the 
individuals of mankind; and in the room of re- 
garding the judgment as the justification of those, 
whom the high priest bore upon his shoulders and 
on his heart, it has been made to signify a trial of 
all men in another world according to their work 
in this. 

This justification signified by the word judgment 

oar texty is expressed by t\ua ^ame Ki^iq%\V«^ ^ 
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Romans Sd chapter, thus ; <* For all have nnned, 
and come short of the glory of Gk>d ; being justi- 
fied freely by his grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.'' And again, in chapter 
6th, Thus ; " Therefore, as by the offence of one 
jadgnient came upon aB men unto condemnation ; 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life." It 
must surely be a most gross perversion, so to con- 
strue the word of Qod as to represent that dispen- 
sation which << justifies the ungodly," and saves 
men, ^^ not according to our woncs ; but according 
to his own purpose and grace ;" in which dispen- 
sation, the Aposde says, ^^Hod was in Christ ; re^ 
conciling the world unto himself," not imputing 
their trespasses unto them, as a dispensation de- 
signed to judge and reward men in another world, 
acc<Mrding to their works in this. 

Christian brethren, is it not the duty of every 
lover of the gospel of divine mercy, who feels 
under infinite obligation to his Blessed Redeemer, 
to consider this subject as deserving of due atten- 
tion and special labour ? Let the lovers of popu- 
larity, an^ those who seek honour one of another, 
devote their learning, sttkdy, and labours to quiet 
the people in superstition, bigotry, and error. There 
are enough in the employment. But whoever 
prizes the truth as it is in Jesus,, above the fascini^ 
ting charms of woridly wilsidom and the flatterv of 
carnal minds, will not shun to remove the vail from 
the public mind, and let the true light shine in 
every dark place. 

Before we dismiss the word jtid[g7nenf, it may not 
be amiss, further to confirm the explanation al- 
ready given, to notice how the pli^qphet Isaiah uses 
the word when speaking of tne Messiak. See 
chapter xlii. 1, 2, 9. '< Behold my servant, whom 
I uphold ; mine elect in whom my soul delighteth : 
I have putmy s]Mrit upon him \ he shall bringforth 
judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not ett^ tim 
)ift up, nor cause bis voice to be he»A ^ \\i^ 



street. A bniieed reed shaU he not break, and the 
Bmokipg flax shajl he 3ot qu^ich ; he l»haU bring 
forth judgment unto truth* He ahaH not iail nor 
be discouraged, till he have aet judgment la Had 
earth ; and the isles shall wait for his law. '^ 

This judgment whioh the Mediator has brooght 
forth unto the Oenlile^i is that peace wbieh our 
Apostle says.was preaohed to the Ephesiana, who 
^ were far off, but made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
And the prophet deMy expresses this jud^ent 
in the place from which we have quoted; see ve^ 
ses 6, 7. " I the Lcard l>ave called thee in righte> 
ousnesa, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a oQvenant of the peofdap 
for a light of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, 
to bring out the prisomm from the prison, and 
them that sH in darkneas out of the prison house*" 
Will any one seriously intend, that all tjiis means 
that Christ should judge the Q^ntiles in another 
world, and there punish them according to theains 
they had conunitted in thi^ ? Is this bringing the 
pri8<Miers out of the prison house, (Consistent with 
putting, sinners into the prison of hell in another 
world i This would be as the prophet Amos says, 
turning "judgment into hemlock." 

I|avi;ag presented the hearer with what appears 
to b€^ the n^eaning of the Apostle where he says 
in. our text ; "And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, &c.^' for the sake of im)re light still cm the 
subject, we will admit that St. Paul meant that it 
is appointed unto all men to die a natural death, 
this being the general sentin^ent on the passage. 
But what consequence would follow ? Answer ; a 
more entire defeat of the ac^^ment for a punish- 
ment in,a future state. For m this way of under* 
standing the text, the natural death of all men. 
both saints and sinners, believers and unbelievers, 
Is used as a figure of the death of Christ. Notice 
the words as and so^ JU it is appomted unto men 
onpe tO;die — bo Christ was<mc9 offered to bear the 
0im flf flM^jr> ^ And aa WYtfiaVit^eii ^toiH^d^he 
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ond contradiction, that the word judgment m the 
Bxt, means Holiness to the Lord, so in this way, 
; would be proved that all men, saints and sinners, 
elievers and unbelievers, at death are presented* 
oly to God. 

But let it be distinctly understood, that this is 
ot allowed to be the true sense of the text. We 
o not feel authorised to apply our text to a future 
tate, but to the gospel dispensation, in which it is 
eclared, that "all have sinned and come short of 
iie gfory of God ; being justified freelv by his 
race through the redemption that is m Christ 
esus.** And which dispensation and ministry are 
esigned to quickeh those who are dead in sins 
ito newness of life, and bring the unreconciled 
3 experimental reconciliation to God, until which 
o man can have that peace which is in believing, 
or that joy which is in the holy ghost. 

Before this discourse is closed, it is necessary to 
lake some remarks on what the opposers are en* 
eavouring to insinuate against these plain and 
lorious truths of the gospel. 

They are not disposed to meet these things in 
tie way of open and candid investigation ; but 
[ley will go from house to house, and from ear to 
ar, and whisper about licentious doctrine. They 
nil endeavour to stop the people's ears and blind 
heir eyes, lest they hear with their ears, and see 
rith their eyes and be converted. 

What, no future judgment ! Is there to be no 
istinction in the world to come, between the righ- 
eous and the wicked ? Are saints and sinners all 
fare alike ? It is then no matter what we do ? 
Ve may indulge without restraint in all manner 
f iniquity. We may neglect the duties of relig-* 
3n; lie, steal, defraud; indulge in drunkenness 
nd gluttony, toffether with base und^anness, and 
11 is just as well. Nay, better ; for who, were it 
ot for the terrors of condemnation in a future 
tate, would be at the expense and trouble ot ^xaSa- 
c worship /md reliffious 4uties> or lefiraoti itois^ 
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the indulgence of seastmt^ty ? .Sach* is the dusf 
these enemies of the go^el throw into the air. 

"Be not deoeived; God is not mocked; for 
whatsoever a man soweth/tbat st^II he also reap. 
For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh 
reap corruption: but Jae that sbweth* to the spirit, 
shall of the spirit reap life everlasting." Notice 
Qarefully; " he that soweth to his fleshy shall of 
the flesh reap corruption*" He must receive his 
wages from the master he serves ; he mijist reap 
his. harvest where he sows his seed. - • 

Go to Qur prisons and places of correction ; you 
will find hundreds who believe in a day of judg- 
ment in«> the ns0it world, and have no dcnibts that 
punishment everlasting will be inflicted on the 
wicked, Accordingly as they have been educated 
to believe; bat they all intend to repent before 
they die, and that is early enough according to the 
argument of our opposers. These miserable 
wretches believe as they haye been taught ; and 
they act as if they were fully convinced, that 
religion, virtue, justice , temperance and godliness 
were nothing but so many obstructions to their 
present happiness, and of no use- this side the 
eternal world. O fatal delusion I " Stolen waters 
are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. 
But he khoweth not that the dead dre Iher^ ; and 
that her guests are in the depth of hell." These 
sinful riots are in the darkest regions of helL 

Look round on society. Do misery and wretch- 
edness mark the footsteps of religion, virtue, tem- 
perance, prudence, industry, economy, justice, 
love and mercy ? No, my brethren, this is not the 
case. But it remains true that "the way of the 
transgressor is hard," and that ^ there is no peace 
to the wicked." 

The religion of Jesus is represented bv many 
beautiful figures ; such as bread for the hungry, 
water for the thirsty, a feast of fat things for all 
people. 
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Would a hungry person refuse a feast of fat 
things unless he were threatened with everlasting 
condemnation in the future state ? Would one on 
the burning. sands of Arabia, parched with thirst 
and scorched with a vertical snn, on finding the 
shadow of a great trock, at whose base flows a liv- 
ing spring, refuse this exquisite refreshment, unless 
lie were threatened with everlasting torments in 
another world ? 

Are these figures, which the holy ghost has 
osed to represent the peace there is in believing, 
and the joys which are in the holy spirit of Jesus, 
at all too strong ? Do they, my brethren, repre- 
sent true religion to be better than you have found 
it ? St. Paul speak6 of setting together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus • Would he have been glad 
leave these heavenly places to go and indulge 
all manner of vice and dissipation, were it not 
for the fear of condemnation hereafter ? No, the 
real disciple of Jesus ticts from higher and better 
motives. ■ ■ " \ . ' , 

After all, what is this religion which is founded 
on the fear of future misery ? Is there any real 
sincerity in it ? Is there any of the true love of 
God in this religion ? " Perfect Ipve casts out fear ; 
he that feareth is not made perfect in love.'' Tou 
provide for your companions and your dependent 
offspring because you, love them, cind your duty is 
perfect delight. Can you honestly say, that you 
would not give your children bread when they are 
hungry, if you were not afraid of everlasting pun- 
ishmeat hereafter ? - 

Away with this deception. Let us learn to love 
God because he has first loved us ; let us cautious-^ 
If obey his commandments, in keeping of which 
j^itticre is great reward. 
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** Looking wito Icmis, tiA ai^tlior tmiA finisber o^ ovr laiUi; wiu;^ for Um 
joy tiiat waa wt bslbrv him, endured the era^, despinng the thame, 
aad b set down at the right.haad of the throae of God/' 

Br casting an eye on the contezti^ it is at onee 
discovered, that the design of the Apostlq was to 
induce his christian 1)rethren toopteadfa^tnes^ and 

E^rseverance in the christian profession. That 
e might the hetter succeed in this most laodiddie 
ifttteiEnpt, he sets before them certain (^araciers ad 
^an^pleff. He adverted tp Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses^ &c. and finally, h0 comes to Jemie, 
as the chief of all, as to a penbct directory. 

Much might be said on the great propriety of 
the Apostle's method here observed, Nothing is 
more serviceable in pointing out the duties involve 
ed in any profession, nor is there any thing mote 

Sowerful to incite to the performance, of such 
uties, than example. The examples set forth in 
the context, seem admirably calculated to give ui 
just conceptions of the real object €^ the christiaa 
dispensation, the duties incumbent on its votaries, 
and the reward held out tO' induce the professor to 
faithfulness. 

The design of this Sermon, as a distinct object, 
/5 to settle a <|uestion respecting the ^reat influ^p- 
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tial object held as a reward for christian labours 
^andx^hridtian BuiTerings. . ' * 

It is a most reasonable thing, that a reascmable 
reward should be expected for services of all 
kinds, and it is equally as absurd to expect faith- 
fulness in ourselves or in others, without the ex- 
pectation of an adequate reward, as it is to pron^ 
ise ourselves a compensation for services infinitely 
greater than such services can merit . 

Should the labourer, whom you might employ, 
absurdly calculate, that at the close of day he 
should be put in possession of your whole estate, " 
as a righteouti compensation for his day's work, h$ 
would, iio doubt, be offended, should one inform 
him that no such reward would be allowed for his 
services. And it is eyident, that his absurd calco^ 
lation^ in this case, is the cause of his disappoint* 
inent. If he had been reasonable in his expecta- 
tions, he would have been satisfied wi^ a com^ 
pensation proportioned to his services. So, when 
christian professors proAiise themselves immortiJ» 
ity and eternal life, as a recompense for their 
labours in the cause of religion, they prepare 
themselves to be disappointed. They infinitely 
overiiate their work. - Nor will they at once be 
satisfied by being told, that though their good 
works can never merit the expected reward, yet 
shall the^ receive a reasonable compensation. for 
all their services, and for all their sufferings; 
and moreover, that what they had expected as * 
compensation for their work, they have as a gift 
of God ; not because they merit it, but because it 
was the will of our Heavenly father to give unto 
us eternal life in his son. The reason why this 
information is not satisfactory is, because if works 
cannot merit immortality and eternal life, and if 
Gk)d has been graciously pleased to give mankind 
this invaluable inheritance in Christ Jesus, then 
those who have no good works to recommend 
them, are equal heir^p with themselves. 

this is too humiliating. iWhat) shall our wiflfe 
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bours be clothed in the beautiful robes of imtnor- 
tality, and shine as brilliantly in the righteousness 
of <3od in the eterntd world as we ? We who have 
borne the burden tod he&t of the day, we who 
h^ve been regenerated and* born of the spirit, whq 
have belieyed:in Jesus and laboured in his . cause, 
are we to be placed on a level with these spiritu- 
ally blind, haJt, and leprous ? Could we be per- 
suaded into this belief, we would at once forsake 
the religion of Christ, his divine commands we 
would treat witli utter neglect, our sinful propen- 
sities should aU be gratified, and sensual indulgence 
should be our constant employ . 'The sabbath, the 
sanctuary, the hdy services of devotion would be^ 
all beneath our notice, there would be left no 
inducement to deny ourselves and to bear the 
cross of Christ. In one word, if you take away 
the awful penalty of eternal punishment for un- 
belief and sin, we would not believe in Jesus, 
nor would we obey his laW^* The substance of all 
this, my brethren, is constantly held up and ear- 
nestly contended for by the professed enemies of 
the faith we profess^ and the holy vocation to 
which we have been called.- The foregoing insin- 
uations are practised on minds naturally feeble 
and habitually timid; the fblid, the pious n^atron 
is told, that if the dreadful penalty of endless pun- 
ishment be not enforced on the minds of her sons 
and daughters, she has no right to expect them to 
be either religious or virtuous. > It is contended 
that this penalty is an indispensable requisition, in 
the cause of religion and morality, and that to 
deny it is to open the door of impiety, and every 
sinful practice. 

Let us ask the question, whether the author and 
finisher of our faith undertook the work of man's 
redemption, whether he faithfully laboured and 
Buffered in this cause under the penalty of eternal 
condemnation. Did he behold in his adorable 
fmib&r a lowering vei^eanoe which threatened his f 
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eternal Ibafii^^meftt froiin his father alid lii» God, 
if he refused tlie imghty liildertakin^ ? It o&n 
hardly be fiecesBary to explain hotw ^hie ^qntwtioii 
relates to our subject. The hearer already dis- 
covers, that if such a penalty was nort necessary in 
the commencemefrit of this tninistration, |t cahnbt 
be in the prosecution of it; if it wai3 unnecewiary 
to induce the captain of our salvation, why is It ne- 
cessary to engage the disciple ? 

Surely it was not to purchase his father's love, 
that the son of God condescended to becoift* poor, 
that we through his poverty might be made rich, 
toft this he folly possessed before. The testimony 
of the father is, ^' This is ray beloved son in whom 
I am well pleased." Not to purchase eternal 
glory, life,and immortality, did Jesus undertake the 
.work of man's salvation ; for of all this was lie 
an heir before the foundation 'pf the world. Never 
did the blessed redeemer inform his disciples that 
the dreadful penalty of everlasting destruction 
lay before hiip ; tod that to avoid the indescrib- 
able catastrophe he must do the whole work of 
him who sent liim. And as he gave no intima- 
tion of any such penalty for himself, so he never 
made use of it as a mean to induce any one to be-? 
come his disciple, or to continue faithful to his 
clause. 

But why was this penalty unnecessary to en- 
gage the Captain of oiur salvation, to undertake, 
and to prosecutie .effectually our redemption? 
Answer: the love which he had for our sinful 
world, was sufllcient to induce him to give him- 
self a ransom for all men. If it be an undeniable 
maxim with the philosopher, that in accounting for 
any of the phehomenn of nature, no more cause 
should ever be sought than what inadequate to 
the effect, may we not with e€(ua,l pr6pricty con- 
tend, that if we have found a sufficieiit cause ior 
any of the divine phenomena of the dispensation 
of grace, we expose ourselves to err by seeking 
after oibetmuBeMinUhe regioOift o£ lra^ti^\.lotvv 
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•The scriptures account for the cause of man^s re* 
demption as follows : ^^ Herein is love, not tha: 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent hk 
son to be the propitiation for our sins." Because 
God.loved us he sent his son to be every thing to 
us, which by grace he is made ; such as " Wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemp* 
tion.? And as this love in God towards man was 
* sufficient to produce this unspeakably glorious 
event, there Was no need of any other cause, no 
other can be found. No other can possibly exist. 
For if this cause was sufficient, and did produce 
the effect, it was not produced by a different cause. 
As a motive which moved Jesus to die for man, 
the divine testimony explicitly declares, that " he 
loved us and gave himself for us." The love ©f 
Christ to sinners, is assigned as the cause, which 
moved him to give himsplf for us. If this was 
the cause, and if this cause did produce in him a 
willingness, then we have no occasion to seek for 
any other ; nor can there be any other cause^ that 
is, no other distinct from this. 
' What was the "joy that was scrt before him," 
for which he " endured the cross, despising the 
shame ?" It was the accomplishment of the glori- 
ous object for which he laboured. " He loved 
the Church and gave himself for it ; that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it by the washing of water 
by the word ; that he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or 
any such thing ; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish." The joy that was set before 
him, was a world redeemed, sanctified, deansed, 
and glorified in the Lord our righteousness* This 
object perfectly answered to^ the love which he 
had for the world ; it was all his love for us de- 
sired. And when in pursuit of this soul rejoicings 
object, and in possession of full assu!)rance re- 
specting obtaining the end of his labours and suf- 
ferings, he despised ail the shame, all the contempt 
«2ic Abuse which he received from his enemies. ; 
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This consummate joy wMch was set before 
Jesus rendei^d ^11 his labours and all his sufferings 
his meat and his drink. ^'My meat^ is to do the 
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work," 
**We have seen find do testify, that the father 
sent the son to be the Saviour pf the world." 
** He shall save hi^ people from their sins." " Who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
son." <^For God sent not his son into the world 
to condemn the world, hut that the world through 
him might be saved." That is, saved from sin, 
from unbelief, from idolatry, from mox^ darkness, 
and all the evils of unreconciliation to God. For 
" Grod was in' Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not Imputing to them their trespasses." 

It may be proper to remark, that the Saviour 
was appointed, not to prevent the wicked from 
becoming blind, or the transgressor from going 
into prison, but "to open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, and tiiem that 
Bet in darkness out of the prison h^use." The 
Saviour's grace was not designed to prevent that 
death which was the curse of the law from com- 
ing upon the transgressor, "But God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved"* 
us, even when.we were d^ad in sins, hath quicken- 
ed ua together with Christ." Such was the object 
pf the Saviour's labours and sufferings, and such 
was the joy and reward set before him, Qoncemr 
ing which it is writteif, " He shall see of the 
travel of his soul, and shall be satisfied, for by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify, 
many, for he shall bear their iniquities. 

We m$,y now adt^rt to some of the examples 
which tjie Apostle has seen fit to associate In our 
context. For instance, Abraham: "By faith A- 
braham. When he was called to go out into a pli^ce 
which he should after receive as an inheritance, 
obeyed ; and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went Bjr fmm be sojourned in tbik Ytffii^ ot \ft<»B^ 



ke arin a strange coantpjr; dwelling in taberaa^ 
cles with Isaac and Jacob : for he looked for a city 
whiph hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God." *' By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 
ojFered up Isa^c, and he who had received the 
poromise offered up his only begotten spn, of whom 
it was s^d, In Isaac shall, thy seed be called; 
account^i^ that God was able to raise him up, 
even froia the dead, from whence also he received 
him in a figure." Was Abraham threatened with 
eternal condenuiation, with everlasting torments 
In the future world if he refused to obey God? 
'Did the God of Abraham put him on trial between 
the penalty of eternal misery, or the offering up 
of Isaac .'^ Have we the least intimation that 
Abraham^s faith or obedience was the effect of such 
a penalty f Surely we have not. Abraham's faith 
was the effect of the divine promise, accompanied 
with miraculous evidenae, and his obedience was 
the effect of his love of God, and his oonfidenod 
in his unalterable word. He was fully persuaded, 
that he who had promised him his son, and had 
fulfilled that promise notwithstanding the natural 
improbability of the event, could if he pleased, 
jmise the darling of hia soul from death, and make 
him a great nation, and in him bless all the na- 
tions of the earth. 

Perhaps our limits will allow us to notice what 
is said of Moses. " By faith MQ6es> when he was 
come to years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, chusing rather to suffer af- 
fliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the re- 
proach of Christ greater riches,' than the Jx^asr 
Mt0B in Egypt Bow shall we account for this 
remarkable choice of Moses f When nxx . infant he 
was lodged- among the flags, by the brink of the 
KUe, while his little sister Miriam watched afar 
oS! tot.see what yrould be the fate of the child* 
.tThjpre^lay the; iUtui^ Sfiviqur and deliverer of 14< 
peisifie, J^ca<^fa 4s^u jl^tar j5W>% t^ the ^Ia9% 
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heaven directed her ; she fpund th€ mfant, aud 
had compaBslon on it ; she nursed it, and it be- *. 
came her son. He was learned in all the wisdom - 
of Egypt, at that time the most learned nation pi) - 
earth- The honours and favours of the coui : 
were his- Whatever is calculated to flatter the 
vanity of youth, feed the natural pride of the 
human heart, and influence ambition, were at hi^ 
devotion. From moving^in such a circle of honour, 
what could induce, him? He looked on the suf- 
ferings of his brethren, he saw them in the " iron 
furnace" of affliction, the soul of philanthropy, of 
the genuine patriot, wa$ moved with compassion's 
irresistible force. He chose his lot with his 
people. 

.At the special command of God, and under his 
divine direction,* he undertook and finally accom- 
plished the redemption of the family of promise. 
Here let us ask^ did Moses refuse to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, chuse to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God in preference to en- 
joying the treasures of Egypt, undertake at the 
command of God the deliverance of Israel under 
the penalty of eternal misery in the future world ? 
Is there in the.whole account we have, of these 
remarkable events any intimation that Moses was 
threatened with this endless torture in the coming 
world, which is now hdd up by professed minis- 
ters of ffospel ^ace, as an indispensable founda- 
tion of faith, piety and virtue ? 

Was Moses promised the reward of immortality 
and eternal life as a compensation fqr his obedi- 
ence ? We surely have no such account. But we 
are informed that '^ he had respect to the recom- 
pense of reward." What was this reward ? That 
which was promised him by the angel of God in 
Mount Horeb ; it was that he should deliver his 
people from bondage, and bring them into the land 
of promise. And when this servant of God was 
80 happy as tc^ realize that all Israel were lande^l 
na the cpposite ahare o£ the Red Sea^ fco\?\^^^^^> 
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and that their enemies were destroyed, he and all 
Israel sang unto the Lord a song of defiverancje. 
This was a reasonable and fully adequate recom- 
penoe of reward. He now beheld nearly three 
millions of people, who were but a few hours 
before abject slaves, free and independent. Can 
we, without doing violence to our own understand- 
ings, pretend* that this reward was not a compen- 
sation fully adequate to the sacrifices which Moses 
had made in refusing to be called the son of Pha- 
raoh's daughter, anS for the afflictions which he 
suflTered with the people of God ? Is there a real 
patriot in the world who would not do as much for 
his country for such a reward ? . . 

Such, my brethren, are the examples which a 
divinely inspired Apostle has presented us, as pat- 
terns for our imitation. And now, let us carefully 
and with due attention look unto Abraham, let us 
look unto Moses, and, above all, let us lodk unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Did 
those ancient worthies, did this perfect directory 
set us au example ? Shall we then contend that 

, the motives and rewards which were sufficient to 
produce such examples of faith, of piety, of pa- 
tience, of labour, of sufferings, and of every virtue 
hpnourable to God and profitable to man, are in- 
sufficient to produce in us an humble imitation of 
such examples ? Shall we turn from such incite- 
ments, and seek in the wisdom of this world for 
an eternal, unmerciful penalty, on which to form 
a system of terror, contrived by priestcraft to 
make us religious and moral ? Shall we persuade 
ourselves and our children to build faith and all 
the duties ofreligfon on the fear of endless misery ? 
Shall we support the dishonourable idea, that re*- 
ligion and morality are not worthy our attention, 
unless endless misery threaten on the one hand, 
and immortality is promised on the other ? Have 
Ihose who have built their religion and morality 
t^n this foundation ,. be^n. able to set us a better 

example than the patterns quoted \i^ Vfii^ K^^V;^ 
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in our context ? If we examine the history of this 
Bystem Of religious terror, shall we not be present- 
ed with a persecuting priesthood and hierarehy, 
and a dissoluteness in morals, which would dis- 
grace the darkest age of heathenism ? 

What is the reason that a religion which prom- 
ises its votaries immortality and eternal life for 
obedience, and threatens delinquents with the un- 
flpeakable woes of endless misery, after all pro- 
duces so little vital religion or pure morality ^ The 
reason of this is found in the very nature of man, 
and in the order of things. Give to men an irk- 
some task to perform, threaten them with excru- 
ciating tortures in case of disobedience or failure, 
and their calculations will be to do as little of the 
liated work as possible, and avoid the penalty. 
Tbeir constant study will be to 6nd out inventions 
to clip and scant the work. Whoever calculates 
•n human nature differently will be disappointed. 
But give to men an employment which reason and • 
» common sense will justify, and which is naturally 
productive of their advantage, and let them un- 
derstand, that in the very nature of things, their 
faithfulness will procure them a reasonable and 
ample reward ; give them to understand the whole 
of their duty is planned in the wisest and best*^ 
manner for their present happiness, and that no 
interest is to be served by their exertions exclu- 
Bive of their own ; the selfishness natural to men 
will induce them to be faithful. Present to men a 
religion whose services are all calculated to pro- 
mote their rationat enjoyment, which takes noth- 
ing from them- without returning more than its 
value, and whose increase of duty is an increase 
of happiness,, and there is but little danger but 
they will eagerly accept it, and practice its pre- 
cepts^ this world is full of labour, toil and traffic, 
and the whole is carried on by the power of this 
principle. There is nothing th«tt a man will not 
part with if he can obtain that in excliang^^YAc^ 
he vslaes higher than that which he \e\9 gcr. KxA 
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, if we nhmr^y calculf^t^^w engitgiifij^mea ^n^Mr ^^ 
V. other principle, we shaU.bav.e the i^Qrtl&catk^i oi 
^ looking for titem where they are not If from 
jprouiises or threati^ningB) or both t(^ther, peo- 
ple are broiight to epg^e in a religion. whose ser- 
vices are ir^soiiae, they will most assfureidly be 
neg^^cted. 

Let lis then enquire what will make the duties 
of religioB pl^asureable. The Redeeio^r says, 
- " my yoke is easy and my burden is light," What 
Qiakesiiso ? J^Iot because we may indulge in all 
; ii^nner of sin ; not because there are not arduous 
' i labours to he performed ; not because great sac- 
rifices and sufferings are not to be endured, but 
because th^ duties of the religion of Jesus can 
never be performed but from a principle of love; 
and love makes the labour and the burden easy 
and light. 

What is here contended for may be seen in the 
government of a family of children. If the psurent 
calculates on the principles of terror, and expects 
to have his children faithful and obedient for fear 
of an unmerciful punish nient,, it is true the children 
may be, for a season, filled with dread and horror, 
but all this can never induce them to att^d with 
a cheerfuln^s and pleasure to the. commandments 
enjoined. And even when under the most fearful 
apprehensions, they will be scrupulous about the 
extent of their duty. They will invent a thousand 
ways to hold up the appearance of faithfulness 
where they have studied to eome short. . The 
idea may be extended still further, and the diso- 
bedient childrea may be exercised with punish- 
roentp of cruel severity, such as can be seal to 
have no mercy or conipassion n^ingled with them, 
and all this shall serve to alienate their hearts 
from the parent, to fix a settled hatred in their 
^minds against every reqiurement ; «nd instead of 
softening, harden their hearts, in r^om of inclining 
them to filial duties, turn their faces and affections 
,4ii^ctly the other way •--liul \V«X>iAudk^^ ^^vsi^lme^ 
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n/iose paiigent aerepity is in the maoifestations of 
parental love, coiQpaBeion and tenderness is the 
most sure of its object. This is " that wisdom^ 
which dwells with prudence, and finds out knowl- 
edge by witty inventions/*' It so contrives the 
administration of chastisement, as to convince the 
understanding of those who are exercised by it, 
that reformation is the object aimed at. It in- 
vents a. thousand rewards as encouragements to 
obedience, and is always prompt in causing the 
meritorious to enjoy the fruits of their labours. 

Duty itself is supreme delight when love is the 
inducement and the labour. By such a govern- 
ment the ignorant are enlightened, the hard heart- 
ed are softened, the disobedient reformed, and the 
faithful encouraged: 

In viewing this general subject, and in applying 
it to the christian profession, duties and rewards, 
is it not most evident, that the penalty of eternal 
punishment on the one hand for our neglect, and 
the reward of immortality and eternal life for obe- 
dience on the other, may both of them be laid out 
of the question entirely ? Is it not evident that wa 
rat^ our christian virtues infinitely tQo high, wheii 
we presume to expect an immortal state of divine 
and glorious felicity as their reward ? What pro- 
portion is there between the labour in this case ' 
and the reward expected ? Surely there is none. 
Nor is there any more proportion between the de- 
merits of unbelief and sin, and the endless punish- 
ment which has been held up as its just recom- 
pense. Ai)d as it is most unreasonable to expect 
the everlasting inheritance of eternal life for our 
good works, so it is equally unsoriptural. " This 
is the record, that Gpd hath given unto lis eternal 
life, and this life is in his son." Why should we 
insist on labouring for that which God has been 
graciously pleased tp give us iu Christ ? Was there 
ever a coQclusion n\ore unreasonable thw ta PW- 
tend, that if our heavenly Fathe? ha»> in his infi- 
lufemercT, given vm ^t^rml liib ia I^auali^ie \iOxd. 
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from Heaven, and if we cannot merit this treas- ,^ 
ure, which is above all pripe, we will therefore ^j 
turn our backs on all the commandments of our j|, 
God, will blaspheme his holy name, will treat the ^■^i 
orders of his house,, his sanctuary and worship 
with contempt, will practice every abomination, 
and will teach pur childreji to do the same ! This 
is riot "laying iaside. every yireightj and the sin 
that doth so easily beset us, it is not running the 
race which is set before us, looking unto Jesug, . 
the author and firiisher of our faith, who for the ^ 
joy that was set before him, endured the cross, de- , 
spising the phame, and is set down oil the right \ 
hand of the throne of God," . 

How can we be the disciples of Jesus, unless we j 
are furnished with hie spirit of wisdom and love ? ' 
Can we walk in his sfeps, do the will of our father , 
in Heaven, patiently suffer for righteousness sake, ] 
love our enemies, and pray for thejm, from a dif- ; 
ferent principle flrom that which actuated him ? If ; 
he was not induced by a principle of terror, is it . 
not erroneous to depend on such a principle ? In 
room of facilitating the christian race, does not 
this principle retard it ? If the principle of fear , 
were a sufficient incentive to move us in the duties ; 
, of the christian profession, is it not plain that that ; 
love which " casteth out fear" would be of dange^ ; 
bus tendency ? <' He that feareth is not made per- 
fect in love." " If ye love me," says the blessed 
Jesus, " keep my commandments." 

To conclude : It seems a proper enquiry, in set- 
tling the mind on our general subject, whether 
there be, or be not, in the natural qualities of the 
christian profession and duties, a value, in relation 
to the happiness of its votary, sufficient to amount 
^ to a reasonable inducement to attend to all its re- 
quirements f 

If, on careful arid due examination it be found, 
that the duties required by the religion of Jesus, 
do not contain in themselves, such qudities as will 
^Sbrti ^ reasonable com]^eti«%X\oTi\Q tke faithful 1q. 
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hem, tl[k€ti it must be granted that propriety te^ 
paires that some other Oompensation should be 
ellovred. But should the ease be so decided, it 
would involve another question, viz: who is so 
inuch more benefited by those duties as to render 
it just for him to make up this supposed want ? To 
be plain, if our heavenly father requires duties of 
UB, which services are not of themselves sufEdent- 
ly productive of our benefit to afford ^ reasonable 
compensation for our trouble, is he so much bene* 
fited by them as to render it just and proper that 
he should grant the admtion reqtdred ? This can 
never be allowed- But smrely somebody must be 
benefited enough by these christian duties to ren* 
der it proper that they shoidd be at the expense 
of them. A^y thing that will not pay its own ex- 
penses, proves ii want of wisdom in him who 
planned it. 

If the scripture representation be allowed, this 
question is easily decided. " In keeping thy com- 
mandments there is great retcard." " This is the 
love of God, that we keep his comnumdments ^ and 
his commandments are not grievous." 

If righteousness here render it proper that we 
receive a compensation for it, that is not found in 
it, how are we to be recompensed for a life of . 
righteousness m a future state ? It seems that 
these queries must satisfy the rational mind, that 
goodness is its o\^n reward — ^th?^t righteousness is 
to be valued for its own intrinsic worth. And if 
we are correct in this conclusion, it follows of 
necessary consequence, that unrighteousness is to 
be avoided for its own natural qualities, which are 
every way repugnant to oiur felicity. Could we 
all be fully persuaded that these tWngsf are so, it 
is reasonable to calculate that all womd be press- 
ing into this kingdom of righteousness, as it is to 
be supposed that men will part with what they 
dislike, for that which they love and highly prize. 
; All traffic is ventured gn this principle. The 
I purchaser never buys with a design to loose by 
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his boiBifain. The mertchUnt Tehtiires his thotui* 
andsat a forei^ market on the calculation that 
his wares are so mach wanted where he sends 
them j^ that they will bring from thence what to 
him IS of greater vaUie. The vicious Will part 
with their vice when they are per snaded that vir- 
tue 18 better; Go offer a wicked man a suit of the 
best of clothing, if he will part with his rags, he 
Will take yoa at font Word. Why ? because he 
kjK>ws he is a gainer by it. Why will he not 
part with his sins for righteousness ? Because he 
believes as "he has been taught, that righteous- 
ness will not pay its way, and that in order to be 
happy here he must live a sinful life. 

May it please God, my friends, to. incline our 
heaf ts to his " commandment which is a lamp," and 
to his " law which is ^ light." And let os run trfth 
patience the race which is set before, us, looking 
unto Jesus as a perfect model for imitation. 

Let U9 practice our sentiment in all our relations 
iii life. As companions, as parents, as children, 
as neighbours, as citizens, and as belonging to the 
great family of man^ made of one blood, and as 
children of our Father who is in Heaven, whose 
tender mercies are over all his works, to whom be 
glory for ever, through him who loved us, and 
hath washed us frcjn our sins in his own blood, j 
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SERMON III. 

RICH MAN AM) LA2ikltiri. 



>BI.ITBRXI> AT TBI BKCOITD VKITKRSALIIT HECTIKQ U6USE (Jf 
BOSTOV. 



ST. LUKE xvL Id-^. 

^ T1ie»e ivas « efirtain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fiue 
linen, and fiured sumptuouflly every day. , And there ivas a certain beg- 

. gar named Lasaras, which wrs laid at hia gate full of aorea* and de^ 
airing to b^ led with the crombs that fell from the rich man's table : 
moreover this dogs came and licked his sores. ^^Ahd it came to pass that 

' the beffgar died, and was carried by tbie angels into Abraham's bosom : 
the rich «Mii dso d.)ed, and v^as buried ; and. in hell he Med op his 
ms, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Latarus in 
bis bosom. And he cried and said. Father Abraham, have mercy On 
ilie, and lend Lazaras that he inay dip the tip. of his fiitger in water, 
and cool my tongue ; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham 
sald^Son,' remember that thou In thy life-time reoelvedst thy good things, 
and 'likewise Lazanis evil thinss ; hot now he is comforted, and thou 
art tormented. . And, bteide allthte^ between us and you there isa great 
gulf fixed : so that they wbicli would pass from nence toyou cannot : 
neither 'ta.n they pass to its that would come from thence. Then he said, 
I pray thee; therefore, father, that then wouldst send him to my father's 
hooscit for J have five brethren ; that he may testify unto them, lest th^ 
also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith onto him, they 
have BIpses and the prophets ; let them hear them. And he satd» nay, 
fiUher Abraham :. but if one went unto them from the dead, they wi4l 
repent. And he said unto him, if they hear not Moses and the nroph- 
ets, nmther will th^ be persuaded though one rose from the dead." 

That the letter of this passage is familiar to the 

I mind of the hearer, no doubt lis entertained ; but 
that the right sense and true meaning of the text 
I are as generally understood, is very much to be 
I douSted. 

In treating on this subject, the following method 
will serve to direct pur rfesearches : 

I. The current opinion and common use of this 
portion of our Saviour's words^ will be laid before 
thft hearer. 

n. This current opinion and common u6e pf the 
text will be disproved by the divine testimoay,*- 
ind. 
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I in. The true sense of the text will be sooffii 
and illustrated, in as plain a manner as our abintj 
and opportunity will permit. 

On our first proposition little needs to be said, ai 
the current opinion and eommon use of our textii 
familiar to the hearer* - 

The current opinion may be said to embrace th< 
following particulars. Ist. That our Saviour, ii 
this text, spake no patable, but gav^ i& plain, lit^ 
ral account of the different, situations and circum* 
stances of a rich man and a beggar, first in thif 
world, and secondly in a future state of existence 
2d. That the beggarlitefally died, and was carrieic 
.by angeis into a state of etei^nal U[es8edne86>, call 
ed in the text, Abraham's bosotti. M. Thai th< 
rich man also died a natural death, and went iiitc 
a state «f endless torments la this situation h( 
seea Abraham afar off in heaven, with Laiz^ru! 
in his bosom, and makes his request for a drop of 
water, and is denied. 4th. Tliat the gulf betweei 
Abraham and the rich man, is the distance whicli 
heaven and hell are from each other, which wili 
eternally remain, and never be passed. 
I The common use which is made of thitf portion 
of scripture, is to support and confirm the opinion 
of endless punishment in a future state, for sins 
committed in this natural life^ and particularly for 
the sins of luxurious living, and the neglect of the 
poor. 

Believers in the doctrine of endless punishihent 
resort to this passage as to a place of security, and 
as an impregnable bulwark. Here they maintain 
that Grod, who is good and kind to sinnei's in this 
world, will be utterly unmerciful to them in the 
world to come. That Jesus, the friend and re- 
deemer of sinners, will have, in the next state of 
existence, no . compassion. And saints, who in 
this world pray most sincerely for the conversion 
and salvation of sinners, will then feel no desircB 
in their favour. As Abraham acknowledged the 
tick man in hell to be hte Bon^yet would grant him 
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no favour, nor even express a desire so to do, it is 
maintaii^ed that parents hereafter in heaven, will 
see their own natural offspring in heU, without 
having it in their power to grant them the least fa- 
Tour, or pf Xeeling the least desire thus to do. 

In this description of the current opinion and 
oommpn use of our text, sirnplicity has been dvlj 
regarded, and care iaken to avoid giving a false 
colour to any part of the representation. Much 
more mi^ht be said, but it is believed that the gen- 
eral subject, as commonly understood, has been 
comprehended^ 

Secondly. In dii^)rp\ing the foregoing opinion 
and use of our text, arffuments will be brought 
from the scriptures to show that they are contra^* 
ly to the scheme of the gospeU It will likewise 
be shown that the connection in which our text is 
found, gives no support to the current opinion and 
common u6e of the passage. And finally, in the 
text itself, evidence will be found sufficient to re- 
fute the common ap^cation of these words. 

Ist. The gospel is the doctrine pf repentance 
and salvation from sin. Mat. i, SI. ^^ And thou 
fihalt call his name Jesus ; for he shajl save his 
pemle &om their sins." Acts v, 31. ^^ tHai hath 
God exalted with his right hand to be a prince and 
a saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, find for- 
giveness of sins." NothJUig is more evident, than 
that the scheme of the gospel designs the repent- 
ance and salvation of smners. But the endless 
punishment of sinnera is totally inconsistent with 
Quch a scheme. 

The gospel teaehes us that God is possessed of 
OREAT LovR to sinncTS. Eph. ii, 4, 5. ^^ ButXrod, 
who is rich in mercy, for the great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sin, 
bath quickened us together with Christ." 1st John 
iv, 10. "Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins." , To represent the di-^ 
vine Being as inflicting an unmerciful punishment 
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on sinners, whom he loves with a great love, and 
for whom he sent his son to be the propitiation for 
their sins, is most surely, a very uiiscriphiral and 
unreasonable tcpresentatlon. 
♦ The gospel assures us^ that God ** will have all 
men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth." 1st Tim. ii, 4:— If this be the wilF of 
God, it must be a mistake to suppose that our Sa- 
viour taught the doctrine of enrtiesfe punishment. 
For it must be supposed that he knew the will of 
him who sent him, for the accompUshment'of whicH 
will he came down from heaven. John vi, 38. 

Our blessed redeemer teaches us to loveman- 
kind With the same manner of loSre with which 
sinners are loved of God. Mat. v, 44, 45. If this 
be the spirit of the gospel, virhich CB.nxiot bj& de* 
nied, the notion that saints in bliss will be specta- 
tors of the endless torments of their fellow crea- 
tures, and even of their own offspring, without 
feeling one friendly desire towards them, must be 
absurd in the extreme. 

( 2d. That the connection in which our text is 
found, gives no support to the current opinion and 
comnion use of the passage, may be seen by a lit- 
tle attention. 

I Our teit is found in connection with a number 
of beautifully instructive parables occupying the 
16th and 1 6th chapters of St. Luke. 
! We are informed in the beginning of the X5th 
chapter as follows ; " Then drew near unto him 
all the publicans and siilners fbr to hear him. And 
the Pharisees and Scribes murmured, sayitig, this 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." In 
reply to this,' the Savibxlt spake the three parables 
which occupy the whole of the remaining part of 
the chapter. By the parables of the lost isheep, 
the lost piece of money, and the prodigal son, in 
which was represented the recovery of all that 
was Ic^t, and the joy« of heaven in consequence 
of the repentance of sinners, he vindicated hi$ 
conduct in receiving sinners and eating T^iththera 
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The I6th chapter, in which our text is recoraed, 
begins with Ihe parable of the unjust steward, by 
whicb i& represented the folly of the Phariaeesand 
Scribes in not hnproving the law dispensation in a 
wayto introdo6e them into the everlastings habi- 
tations of the gospel. Directly fbilowing thJ0 par- 
aMe, Jesus speaks of the contmuance of the law 
and the prophets untilJohn^^nd df the kingdom 
of heaven which sucklleded them. Hesays, verse 
17. "And i* is- easier for heaven and earth to 
pass, than o»o tittle of the law tofail.*'^ The pro- 
priety of this he ^hows by the following parable, 
verse 18v *' Whosbeverputtethaway his wife, and 
mairrieth another, committeth adultery : and who- 
soev^lr marrieth her that is put away. ir6m her 
husban^t*, eommijttieth adultery.'^ The neit words 
are those of our text. 

Now what is there in all, or in any part of the 
sayings of Jesiis, "Which go before our teott, that 
gives the least intimation of a subject like the one 
to which our text is usually appli^ ? Or what is 
there in all this connection, ptaperty cak^lated to 
introduce such a sentiment as we are endeavouring 
to disprove ? > 

To suppose that he Who spake as never man- 
spake, abruptly drbfiq^ed the (Subject of the end of 
the law dispensation, and' the introduction of tbe- 
gospel, or kingdom of heaven, and having no fur- 
ther allusion to. this subject, proceeded tp.giyeaa 
account of the ein of adultery, which aecount eo- 
cupies but one verse, and then asnin flies directly 
from this subji^ct, to give a literal account about ^ 
rich man and a b0ggar, in.thto world and In an eter-. 
W state, is so tinwaiPt»iitable, a.^ so derogatory 
to the character of the divine orator, that it i^ a 
matter of wonder that su6h an opinion should ever 
have been honoitt^ with the consent of learned 
commentators- 

8. Let lis now took and see if there be not sof 
ficient evidence in the text itself, to refute the eomr 
i^on application of it 

. ; .,: 4* . - 
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I)N>M iMt th^ Memmt of the €onv<^rBati<m which 
took pl^OQ betweto ^the rich ^man.and Abraham, 
Batucally sug^st the idea of a pwrable, and dig- 
prove the aotHm of a literal account ? If^ aec<Nrd- 
lag to the comtuon opinion, thd rich man was in a 
state of toFinent, from whi^h- no hopes are ever 
entertained of an escape, why shovdd. he have 
asked of .Abraham any assisiance ? And if ipfold- 
ed in those awful flames which are spenerally sup- 
posed to prey on the miserable hereafter, could the 
rich man believethat adropof water on the tip of 
Lazarus's finger^ could be of any use to hun ? 

In Abraham's reply, two particimlars ai'e worthy 
of special notice. Ist. ^^ Soft, remember that thou 
in thy iijG& tieoe receivedst ^y good thingcb >&d 
Lazarus evil things : but now he iscomfortod^ and 
thou art tormentedK-' In ihis part of the r^ly, 
the idea of equal favour is suggested.. As in their 
former condition, the rich num was fayoiured more 
.tiian the b^ggiur, it seetns no more l^han equal that 
there should be an exchange, and he who was first 
a beg^r, should now be rich, and he who wa^ 
first rich, should now be the beggar. Butaccordr 
4i>g to the common opinion, there is no. eqwUty of 
favours enjoyed by these two persons* There is 
no proportion between, the momentary eajeyments 
of riches in this world, and the everlasting enjoy* 
ments .of heaven. Nor is there any proportion be- 
tween the momentary evils of poverty in this morr 
tal life, andthesupposodtora^entshereafter, which 
are never to> end. 

2d., ^': And besides all this, betwcj^n us and yov 
there is a great gulf fixed :• so th^t they which 
would paae from hence to you cannot : neither can 
they pass to us that would come irom thence." 
In this part of the seply, it is allowed that those 
who are in Abraham's bosom would go to the rich 
man, if they were not prevented by the gulf, which 
also prevents those who would pass from the rich 
man to Abraham. But if the common opinion of, 
the text be allowed, can any thing be> more unac« 
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eoantable than the desire of (hose who are in 
heaven, to go to this place of indescribable torture ! 
But wbj should they wish to go ? To take up 
their abode there? Horrible! Wkntthen.V To 
relieve some h^loved parent, Cfompanion, child, 
brother, sister, or deitr friend? The desire to 
have aoch relief gpranted^ is Qot allowed in the 
common opinion. The candid ^ hearer will see 
enough in this |mrt of Abraham's replyt to render 
the general sentiment which we are endeavouring 
to disprove, very doubtful at lea^t 

Furthermore, why should those in heH wish to 
pass thi^ gulf, apd go to heaven i Have they any 
desire to see God in his holy dwelling place ? Have 
they hearts to wish to be with Jesus, the brightr 
ness of eternal existence ? or 'dp t^ey desire the 
company of the justified? The opinipn which we 
disprove, allows none of thes^. That wretphes in 
torment should wish to he eased of pain, is rea- 
sonable enough ; but why an impassable gulf should 
be necessary to keep those who. hate God, who are 
enemies to, Christ, and to all the holy^ and to ho- 
liness^ itself, from going into tbi? society, is what 
we cannot account for. 

^ Though, it be generally thought, that in defence 
of the doctrine of endless punishment, this pas- 
sage of scripture is as a strong city, and this gulf ^ 
as a commahdingfortresQ, it is confidently believed,' 
that whoevex: wi)l carefully examine what is said 
of this gulf, will be iully convinced that its com- 
mon application^ is altogether unfounded. 

More might be said, if n)ore were required, to 
show from the text under consideration, that its 
common use is a manifest perversion. But relying 
on the candox: of the hearer, and believing that 
the arguments already educed, are sufficient for. 
flie purpose for which they are desijgned, w:emay 
proceed, as was proposed. 

Thirdly. To seek for the true meaning of oqi^ 
text, which we shall now call a parable. 
In order to proceed in a proper tnanneT^lWftt^ 
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cessary to take into view the whole of the ISth 
and 16>h cKaptQW. It is ialso necessary that we 
enter oi^ this investlgsition, with an impression of 
loind, that Jesu3 Christ was icapable of delivering 
a discourse, the several parts of which would har- 
monize, and one part assist in giving the tight 
sense of another. ' \ ' - ^ 

Aftejr the divine teacher had in the two first par- 
ables in the 15th chapter, vindicate the doctrine 
of his grace, aiid defended the propriety of his re- 
ceiving sinners and eating with them, he varied 
the third j)arable, so as to introduce one more char- 
acter than was represented in. the two former. 

This <;Haracter was the elder brother, who was 
angry- ajt the return of the prodigal^ and the kind 
reception with which he was welcomed dJ hiis fia^ 
ther. By this elder btother, the religious Jews, 
who were angry at the kind treatment which sin- 
iiers tecdved from Christ, were represented. And 
their rejecting the gospel, Was signified by the el- 
der brother's refusiti^. t.o go into the liouse, and, 
join in the feast and joy or the happy occasfon. 

In the parable of the unjust steward^ which be- 
gins the 16th chapter, the same religious Jews are 
represented by a steward who is accused of un- 
feithfulneg^, for which hie fs to be turned out of his 
office. . As. the steward was commended for making 
pro vision for the future, by a wise use of his pres-. 
ent opportunity, these religious Jews were ai. 
moni^hed to riiake such use of their privileges as 
would ijitroduce them into the; christian faith and 
church. See the application of the parable. '*And 
I say unto you, make to yourselves friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness^ that when ye fail, 
they may receive yoii into everlasting habitations." 
.'Jesus then prpceedB to remark, that if they were 
not (aijthful in that which was least, they would 
not be in! much ; and if they were not faithful in 
.the religion of the law, that of the gospel, which 
was the true riches, would not be ^ven them^ 
though these tru^ Riches were not th^ir owiu. 
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Tlie Pharisees were provoked at these rebukes 
and admonitions, and they dcfrided hkn who re- 
proved them. He then dealt plainly with his re- 
ligious enemies, and said, "Ye are they whiish jus- 
tify yourselves before men ; but Qod knoweth youp 
hearts : for that which is h%hly esteemed among 
men, is abomination in the- sight of Qod." - Con- 
tintdDg his subject, Jesus^iiddS) " The law and the 
ptoph^swere until John : since that time theking- 
foiH of etodis pj«esched, and every man presseth 
into it- And it is easier foi" heaven iand earth to 
pass than one tittle of the law to fail.'? Here we 
come to the parable concerning adultery, by which 
is shown that the law must be fulfilled, and not- 
put aw;ay, as a man puts away his wife ujnJawfnUyi 
ajid marries to another. On the other hand^ it is 
s^ified, that as JesuS is th6 end of the law for 
rlghtieousness, and had come to close the first dis- 
pensatipnj and to introduce the gospel, the Jews 
in rejecting the gospel, and living in the la^ cov- 
enant, committed adultery, as would a man who 
should marry a woman who haid been put away 
from her husband. 

The next words are, " TheVe wate a certain riqh 
man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen," 
&c. Here a parable is introduced) by which is re- 
presented the adultery which the religious Jews 
committed in. remaining in the IW covenant, an4 
refusing to enter into the gospel church. 

By the rjch man the high priest might be paiv 
ticularly intended, as a representative of the Jews 
in general. In the ^th of Exodus we have an ac- 
count of this garment of purple and fine linen, 
which Moses wag commanded to prepare for Aaron, 
the first high priest. 

By the beggar, the Gentile is represented as ex-* 
eluded from the privileges which God's covenant 
people enjoyed. The de^th of Lazarus oonsisted 
in his being absolved from all his idolatrous relig- 
ion ; and by his being carried by angelsinto Abra- 
ham's bosom, is represented the conversiou of th^ 
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GentLle» to Abraham's faith, by thfe preaching of 
the Apostles. The rich man died a political death. 
His dispensation ceases. He now sees fulHled the 
words of Christ, Luke xiii» 28, 29. " There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall 
see Abraham, and. Isaao, and Jacob, and all the^ 
prophets, in the kingdom^ God, and you yoitt 
selves thrust out. ^d they, shall come from the 
east, an4 from the^ west, and from the north, and 
from the soath, ^n^ shall sU down in the kingdom 
of God." And here let ub iadd, the next vetse for 
our instruction, r . ^^And behold, there are last 
which shall be fi];et,^ and there are first which shall 
be last* 

In^this wretched sitjiation, this representative 

of the house of Israel sees Abraham afar off, with 

the Gentile in his favour, and makes his request 

for mercy. But though Abraham calls him son, he 

reminds him of his former situation, in which he 

was favoured with the divine oracles, while the 

Gentiles could get nothing but a few crumbs which 

their travelling philosophers picked up for them, 

of the religion of the patriarchs, and of the law. 

These philosophers are representQd by dogs who. 

licked the sores of the beggar — Endeavouring to 

_molify and heal the vices of heathenism, with the 

moiw^lmai^imB which th<^y communicated from their 

tongues. " Now he is comforted, and thou art tor- 

Xmented. " You Jew^ hjive had a divine revelation, 

/ have be^p blessed of God ibf a long time^ while 

the poor Gentiles ha4 no hope, and were without 

Qod in the world ; but now the di^vine wisdom has 

s^en fit to visit the Gentiles wi^th the gospel, while 

you are excluded. And lest the Gentile believers 

should have access with the wate?9 of the gospel 

to you, or you «hQuM come into the christian faith, 

/ " there is a great; gulf fixed j eo that they which 

/ would paps from lience to you^nnot : neither can 

they pass tgi }i^ that would come from thence." 

Jn th^ next place, thie representative of the Jews 
requests t^at liazarus may be s^t to his five 
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fcrethren who were in his father's house, that he 
might testify tinto thenr, that they might not oome 
into this unhappy sltnation. But Abraham replies, 
"they have Moses and the prophets, let them hear 
them f^ and assures them that if they will not hear 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded though one w^ntunto tiictn fro(n the dead. 
These five brethren were that part of the houi^ 
of Israel which was represented by five foolish 
virgins in the 26th of Matthew, who not having 
the oil of divine knowledge with the rites of the 
law, were left in darkness, when the glorious bride- 
groom entered^ with his Gentile bride, into the 
gospel covenant and dispensation* 

On the subject of this gulf,, it may be proper to 
be somewhat particular. The use of it we have 
already seen; which is to ][»event tibose who woirid 
go from Abraham'id bosom to the rich man ; and 
those who would go flroin the place of the rich man 

/^o Abraham's bosom. By these things we are in- 
structed that the Gentile Christian would go to the 

, unbelieving Jews with the gospel, if it were possi- 
ble, and that the unbelievhig Je'ws have at all times 
been desirous of entering into favour with Abra-^ 

^Jiam their father. Bnt why should such a gulf be*^ 
fixed ? And what are the purposes of divine wis- 
dom in this thing ? These queries are solved in the 
11th chapter to t|ie Romans, where St. Paul has 
treated the subject in a most luminous manner. — 
He first ar^es the necessity of the Jew8\unbelief, 
for the purpose of granting favour to the Gentiles. 
And on the other hand, he argnes that through the 
mercy which the Gentiles obtain thitough the tail 
of the Jews, the Jews shall at last obtain mercy^— 
See verses SO, 31, 82. ^* For as ye in times past 
have not believed God, yet have now obtained 
mercy through their unbelief ; eiven so have these 
also now not believed, that through your mercy 
they also rtiay obtain mercy. For €iod hath con- 
cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all.'* 
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Will any inquire^how the Crentiles obtained mer- 
cy through, the unbelief of the Jew ? Then let them 
'consider, that if Jews had not apostatiased from the 
true religion, but had believed in tbe Saviour when 
•he came^ they never would hav^ fulfilled the pro- 
'pheoies concerning hinivby.rqecting him, condemn- 
ing him, and t^ puttiaig him to death. Afid if these 
prophecies concerning the treatment whiph Christ 
should receive from his countryhien, ha.d not been 
fulfilled, the 6entile« wuld /aevet haV0 been con- 
verted to the go^U fiut whcin the Gentilefe heard 
the gospel preached by the apoBtlee, witnessed by 
the fulfilment of the prophe<£ee;66ncerning Jesus, 
the door of faith was properly opened to thiem; 
and they saw the Ught which God gave for •* sal- 
vaMon unfo the enda dF the earth.'' . . 

That the wisdom ©fiOpdyXvhich 18 without par- 
tiality, might appear to -have the whole direction 
' of these vast affairs, thc»se blinded Jews,, through 
whose fell this gteat saltation came to the Gen- 
tiles, are to obtain merc^ at last by the means of 
the Gentile chuToh. Here we see the sense of our 
Saviour's words before noticed: ** And behold there 
are last which shall be first, and there are first 
which sWl be last." The apostle in the 11th of 
Romans, iseeras desirous that his G^entile brethren 
«h6uld understand this mystery , and says, verses 
25, 26, "For I would not, brethren, that ye should 
be ignorant of this mystery, (lest ye should be wise 
in your own coneeits) that blindness in part is hap- 
pened to Isral3l, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. And so all Jsrael shall be $aved ; as it is 
written, there shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodKness froip Jacob." 

In this view of our subject, the pertinence of the 
words of Abraham appears^ in which he suggested 
to the rich man, that equal favours were distri^ 
buted between him and Lazarus. And indeed we 
see no reason why equal favours should npt be 
gfranted to the two ; for there is not a wprd in the 
hole parable^ that intimates that one was more 
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tnc-itorious thaiv the Other. We are not mformed 
that the rich man'weiH to hell bei^iause he was rich^ 
or^hat the beggar went into Abraham's bosom be- . 
cause he was pooF, and covi&red with sores. 

How beautiful^ how glorious, how Surpasfein^ 
wonder, are the ways of divine wisdom. With 
God there is no respect of persons. He is (Equally 
goocl to all. That gulf which divides between the 
believing Gentile, and the unbelieving Jew, is de- 
signed for the ultimate good pf both, and wisely 
constructed to aid the , dause of (Jod 's- universal 
gra45e and love tm^^ffs ihan'kina. For this cause* 
the Redeemer of thfe world said, "1 thank thee, 
Father, Lord of h^Uven'and eirth, because thou 
hadt hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hafet revealed them unto babes. Even so, Fa- 
ther ; fonsb^tfeeemethgoodin thy sight." 

The wisdom- <5f hedven, UBlike (he wisdom of 
this world, never works against its own scheme of 
*' reconciliating" both Jew£l and Gentiles, " unto 
Crod in one body by the cross, having Slain the en- 
mity thereby." Eph. n. 16. And therefore it 
would not have setoi^d good to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Ghlhist, to hide the things of the king- 
dom of the Tgospel from the Jewi^, if it were not 
necessary for the eventual accomplishment of their 
fined reconciliation. But the wisdom of this world, 
which is foolilshhess #ith God, labours to prove, 
that those tTews who stumble at, the stumbling 
stone laid in Sion, are cast off, to be received to fa- 
voor no itore. But St. Paul in tHe 1 1th of Romans, 
to which reference has been made?, argues in a very 
different manner, as in verses 11, 12. "Isay 
then, have they stumfbted that they should faH ? 
I God forbid : but rathfer through their fall, salvation 
is come unto the Gfentiles, • for to provoke them to 
jedousy. Now tf the fall of them be the riches of 
the world, and the diminishing of them the riches 
of the ' Gentiles j how much more their fulness ?" 
Such was the glory and beauty of this ^wb^^eX, 
, in the view of this apostle, that when he co\xv^% \^ 
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clo«e the subject^ wkic^ he seems to wbid tip in 
the S2d ver. in the foliowing words, ^^ For Gtod 
hath coneladed thtoi all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all/' he seems to break out into 
im ecstaey, ^'O the-depth of the riches both ot^t 
wisdom and knowledge of Ood ! How unsearcb 
able are his judgaients, and his ways past biding 
Dut.** . 

Tun have, land heareh^ most attentively listen* 
ed to what hasrbeen (Nereid on the subject under 
consideration ; you have heard whc^t ia gener^y 
supposed to be the meaning of out text ; you nave 
heard arguments designed to disprove the common 
tise of the passage, in which arguments it ha^ been 
shown that the c^nunon sentiment which thfe pai^ 
sage is generally used to supooH, is repi^i^ttd 
the scheme of the gospel. It has likewise beeil 
shown, that the capnectioti ia which this portion 
of scripture is found, gives no support to the CQai^ 
mon opinion ; and you have hi^d argumcs^ts edn- 
ced from the text itself, sufficieht to refute the sen* 
timent generally supported by it. And lastly, yon 
have heard what your humble servant beUevee^ 
beyond all reasonable doul^ft, to be the true, sense 
and meaning of tj^ese words of our Redieeai^^ 
accompanied with such evidence from the c<mr 
text and other parts of the diyine testimony^ as 
seems to apply to the subject. Your duty remains* 
You will after all preserve an inde^adeuee pf noind 
sufficient to judge for yourselves. i 

As you will not re^t your faith on my iestimeny^ 
so you oufi^ht not to rest it on the force of mere tr^« 
dition. You ou^t to find somethii^ very direct 
and positive in ptootot the general opinion, before 
you adopt it. For the Awmne of endless punish- 
inent has never yet bfeeii explained in a way to 
justify our .Creator in the infliction of such puni^h^ 
ment ; and until it is, we should avdd ohaiging him 
with that which is derqgatoiy to his b^€£eent 
character. 
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FALSE TEACHEltS COMPAftSO TO FOXES* 




EZEKIEt Xm. 4. 
«< O I«mI^ % pr^ilwU «m lObB dM teat k Ae 4eNrt. 

The true prophets of God vreft few in Israel/ 
lile the false p^'ophets were numerous ; and 
ere seems to hare been no wudl contest between 
em. As would naturally be expected, the man^ 
se prophets endeavoured to study the disposi^ 
»n of a perverse and wicked people, and accom-' 
>date their testimony in a way to suit their prej- 
ices, and improve their ignoranioe and supersti-* 
»n in the best manner, lor their own emolument 
id popularity ; while on the other hand, the few 
ophets of God were under the necessity of bear- 
g testimony against the many, contrary to the 
»rrupt traditions and dispositions of the peo- 
e, whereby they rendered themfdhres unpc^ular 
id despised. , . f 

The false prophets of Israel were to the people 
I their day, what false teacherf are now to the 
hristian commonwealth. St. Feter has acoom- 
K)dated us with a comparison which justifies this 
^mark. HcMsays — " But there were fdtee proph- 
ts also among the people, even as tiiere shall 1»e 
dse teachers among you, who privily shall bring 
[ damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
ought them, and bringing upon themselves swift 
sstruction. And many^shall Mow liitk ij^ett&r 
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cioua ways ; by reason of whom the way of truth. 
,shall be evil spoken of." 

By this comparison, the Apostle signified the art 
and cunning which <5haifaoterise the false teacherr 
in the Christian dispensation, as well as the false^ 
prophets under the former. He says, ' ' they shall 
privily briiig in damnable heresiesJ'^ That is, they 
will do this with gr6at art and calculation. This 
naturally brings the 'figure used in our text, to 
.. mijid : *' O Israel, thy prophets^ are* like the foxes 
in the desert.'^ The fox w noted for- his cunning; 
and with thig quality he combines cruelty, being 
an animal which lives on prey V 

The first eflTort of Talse prophets and of false 
t^^ch^r^ is to make the people^ who are to be the 
subjects of their erroneous ministry, believe that 
they* aare sent of God. Until this point is gained, 
the false teacher can entertain no favourable 
hopes of success ; but he well knows that the mai, 
meat he can make the people believe. that Gx)d 
has sent him, he has little op nothing to feal*, and 
that his advancement is. secured; With those 
views, the false prophets and teachers .came to the 
people, with a most solemn account of being sent 
of God ; thay sp^ak in God's name, and say, " Hear 
ye the word of the Lord, thus saith the Lord." 

It may be well for w to notice what Ezekiel 
flays of the prophets in the chapter where, our text 
is recorded. '* Son^ of man, prophesy against the 
prophets of Isre^f that prophesy, and say unto 
them that prophesy out of their own hearts^ hear * 
ye the wor* of the Lord ; thus saith the- Lords 
God, woe unto Hie fbolish prophets that follow, 
their own spirft, and" have seen nothing. They 
have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, the 
Lord «aith ; and the Lord hath not sent them ;, 
and they have made others to hope that they 
would confirm the word; Have ye not seen a 
vain vision, and have ye not opoken a lying divi- 
nation, whereas ye .say, the Lord saith it : alJieiV 
I bavQ not sjpoken ?" • 
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By this representetiori, we lew^n that the false 
prophets followed their own spirit, and not the 
apirlt of Grod ; they saw visions of lies, and not of 
truth f they pretended to come to the people in 
the name of the Lord, when he had not sent them, 
and when his word was- not in their mouth. In all . 
this, the artful cuijning of the fox is evidently 
seen. If these'peophets had told the people that 
God had not sent them, but that they wouldproph* 
esy as well as they could, out of their own heart| 
the people would have paid but little attention to 
them, and perhaps none to Iheir testimony. There^ 
fore, in orderto.gain the confidence of the people, 
it was necessary to make them believe that they^ 
came in the name of the Lord, with his word^aad 
spirit'.. 

Now- this is the method hy which false teachers 
iatroduce themselves into thi^ir ministry, and im^ 
I>06e themselves on the Christian church as the 
ministers of Christ. Their first attempt is ta make 
the people believe that God has sent them; To 
this endi they bear testimony of themselves, and 
say that" they are sent of Goid; It is remarkable 
how^such Qieans^ succeed with . the people. The 
false teacher tells his own story ; he informs the 
people that-he is solely devoted to th^ir good, 
that hi9 own interest is en^^y out of the qoes* 
tion, that he would not have oome to them if the 
oammand of the Lord were not on him so to do. 
Should' a man of business be told by a stranger, 
that he had come a great distance to trade with 
him, but had not theJeast.desire to gain any thii^ 
to himself by the trafiic, that his only motive was 
to advance his interest, and to make him rich and 
opulent, there is not one in a« thousand, perhaps, 
who wouW'^be deceived in this way.- Every :^- 
Gusrning man, with a slight acquaintance with* hu- 
man nature^ would at once be put on his guard by 
tills manner of communication. But false teach- 
ers of religion spend a long time to learn the wrt 
©fmakinif the people believe that God has setdt 
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them ; and if we may indulge in tiie 6g^ut of speech 
iMed in mi text, the yoong foxes have old ones te 
train them to Iheir arts. These false teachers, 
like the old Jewish pharisees, will so disfigure their 
&ces, pnt on such a solemn yisage, q>eak in sodi 
a lamenting, mournful tone otfroiee, use a set o£ 
solemn words, stand and speak in such a peodiar 
attitude, that the ear of the hearer is strangel]^ 
devoted to sounds, and his eyes set wide open at 
. something which appears more like an imaginary 
spectre, than like a fellow moBtak hi i^I this awful 
solemnity the people are- told that they are every 
moment exposed to fall into, hell, and under the 
burning wrath of an highly oflfeoded Ood ; that 
their cnildren are naturally heiirs of endless ven-*^ 
geance, and thc^ th^e is hot one way for any 
escape^ which is tOt a«U^ere strictly to their testi- 
mony, and jeceiv» it as the word o( God. A fear-, 
fill trembling now seizes weak and delicate nerves,, 
and the«pi>wer of svmpKthy conveys the action ta 
4u^ more strong ana stable, and the oon tfusibn be« 
eomes general, that the man is sent of God, and 
that to reject his doctrine will expose the people 
to all the threatenings which are so p98itivefy de*. 
nounced. 

This method of deceiving the people was not 
introduced of a sudden ; it was brpujght on by de*. 
grees, and established by custom, and tradition ;; 
so that now the business goes on as regularty as^ 
etheremployments in society. The old foxes^ know 
exactly wten the young are fitted (bi thek Isdtours^ 
and the people ase already prepared,, wasting and 
tonging for the deception. 

Akhas been remarked, the.fox' unites in his na- 
ture both cunning and crueky. Fer this reasoa^ 
Jesus called Herod a fox» He^was told to depart^ 
because Herod would kill him* To this he replied, 
*^Go tell that fox, behold I cast out devils, and I 
do cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third fey 
1 shall be perfected.^ This cunning and cruelty 
aris plainly discernible in the false teachers of i^e^ 
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^on. They are cmmisf to d^OMTe^ and emel to 
iTmeat the deceived. In the chapter where oar 
ixt IB recorded, the Lord aocuses the fabe prcH>h* 
tB of erying peace ; ^^ and there was no peace.*^ 
a falde teacheim now inform the people, that if 
iiey w4U receive their doctrine they will have 
eaee ; but the fiu^ is, there ia bo peace in belier^ 
-kg their testimpny ; ferthey prophesy out of their 
vm corrapt and partial hearts, and the doctrine 
tiey preadi is like the hearts which inyent it, foil 
r <»?aft and cruelty. U affects a great deal of 
ompassijNi^aad love for the people who are ex^ 
osed to the eternal unmerciful vengeance of God, 
^d. ihe people tl^nk that these teachers must be 
(einnrfcably kind to use such constant endeavours 
pi d^ver their rom the hands of such an enemy 
ip Gpd is- ! BeiAs deceired, they cannot reason. 
Ef ih^ could r^ect, and calmly reason on the sub^ 
jeet, they #ould see at once, that if these teadiers 
were in reality so much better than God, as their 
prea^n^ represents, CTpd* would not have sent 
t^em. u Gk>d were, an enemy to his creatures,' i& 
ttie room.of sending such loyi^ creatures as these 
fpices pretem^to be, he would send his mesSMgers 
c^ vengeapiee, and cut them off at once^ whett 
Ihef deceit has iNicceeded, and the^people believe 
in the false, dootrifies which are inculcated, have 
they any peace ? Have they afty rest ? Do they^ 
enjoy quietude ? No, they have no peace, no rest 
day nor nigfht. What is the matter ? The fact is, 
the creed in which they are taught to believe, is 
full of cruelty, and teaches them that they are 
%v«ry moment in danger of worse consequences 
than can be represented by any similitude in na- 
tore. i 

We. are infonned that the fox will cunningly 
feign himself to be dead, wSl stretch himself out 
in a lifeless posture, by which deceit he induces 
the ibwlato alight oh, ornear him, when, in a sud- 
den and nind)le mann^, he snatches and devourti 
tji&ak. So &|se teachers cunmn^ly fd^^^t^^ 
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selves to be dead to the world; to have no desire ^ 
for earthly riches, honour or power, "by which de- 
ceit tliey drag the people into their very jaws, and 
between their sharp cutting teeth. ' Of all classes 
of the coimminity, none have a greater thirst for - 
riches, honour and power, than these false-teach- 
ers. They are oontinually laying- plans^ and con- 
triving schemes to get power into their hands^ and 
at the same titoe^ pretend to. be dead to th« world. 
This is acting the fox faithfully ;^^ 

in delineating, illustrating and defending their 
creeds, false teachers resemble the cunning of the ^ 
for of the wilderness in several respects. « i ' 

Where thisartful animal burrows in the ground, 
he takes care to have several outlets, so that if he 
be attacked at one of them, while his adversary is 
looking jrat (or iAm at' that place, he makes his 
escape, at another^ and is gone long before his ad- 
versmry knows it. Thus do false teachers ; they 
endeavour to hide themselves in as^ greats obscurity 
as possible, but if inquiry and argument p«nrsue 
and find them out, they have taken care tbat they < 
have more ways than one for an escape. If they 
are attacked on the principle of the works of the 
Qreature, as maUer of justification to eternal Ufe, 
and if the ai^umeat is like > to bring them out to 
the light, they^make their escape through the wfeB- 
studied avenueiOf partial sovereign grace and par- 
ticular election. If, on the other taind, they are 
questioned in. » skilful manner on the- doctrine of 
partial eleotioBfe, and what they call sovepeign 
grace^ a|id* if ! they find no way to defend this 
scheme, all at once they tack short about and are 
pleading, in a. most tender and affectionate manner 
for the free offers of salvation to all, and laying^it 
down in the most solemn: manner, that all 'are in- 
vited to come in welcome to the gospel feast. Thus 
tbe fox jsr gone. 

. The art practised by tbe fox to elude his pursuer 
in the chase, is a very fit emblem of the cunning* 
ci^ftfjtinesft of f al^ te^u^herB} ^^ whereby they lie in^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BALLQU'S SERMORl. 5T 

"^ • ■ * 

wait to deteiyc.'' Like theserpenty the fox nerer 
runs on a straight line. He makes frequent crooks, 
running this way and that way, and appears to 
one^ little acquainted with his cunning to get along 
but slowly, amd to carebut Iktl© whether he makes 
his escape or not. But alt these crooks are design- 
ed to puzzle his pursuer and embarrass his speed. 
This method is employed until one more perplex- 

. kig is. found to be necessary, when the fox sets 
hiiBself to crossing his own track, running round 
and round, forming the most difficult labyrinth, 
from which he makes a sudden l^ap as far as pos* 
sible, leaving hi» pursuer to seek him in the laby« 
rinth which he has left, while he makes the best 
jof his way to another difficult place. In like mimr 
fier da false teachers commence their discourses, 
by taking care to avoid a- straight linp: of simple 
ttuih ; they run a little way, pretending that the 
DivinC' Being is all love and grace to mankind, is 
the same yesterday, to-day and ibr ever, that the 
most entire confidence may be safely placed in his 
wisdom, power and goodi^ss; but immediately 
they take a turn, and represent him as capable of 
having his mind so changed as to burn with impla^ 
cable vengeance toward those who do not conform 
to their doctrine. If they are followed closely, and 
questioned concerning the consistency of their sto-% 
ry, they will begin to cross their paths, contradict 
what they have said, run into the doctrine of pre^ 
destination, from that to free will, from free will 
to predestination, and from thence back again. la 
one breath they will hold to election and reproba^ 
tion, in thiS next cal( on all to repent and be saved, 

. and when called on to explain these oontradictions, 
they take a leap into mysticism, call it all a holy 
mystery, which carnal reason cannot understand, 
and thus, like the fox, make their escape. 

This kind of preaching has been practised by 
false teachers, until many of the sensible people in . 
Christendom have been driven to give up all be- 
Ujef in divin.^ revelation^ and to seek, foi xe^Wiw 
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moral pbHoflophy^ without the asristonce of revv- 
ed religkm. 

Perhaps no foxes everrepresented false teachov 
more to perfectioD, than tbe^ three hundred which 
Sampsoa oauf ht, f^steaed together, two aud two, 
with firebrands betweea each pair, and Isent 
among the standing cofn of the- Philistines. 

This was an effectual method of destroying those 
extensive fields of wheat on which the Philistines 
depended for bread*. If these foxes could have 
agreed to run a straight oourse, they would have 
done much less damage to the fields of eom ; but 
agreeably to their nature, they ran oropked, and 
while one would attempt to go one way, his com- 
panion would take a leap the other ; in this way^ 
they went in every possible direction, while the 
fire-brands served to increase their efforts and to 
bum the corn. In this manner false teachers are 
covenanted together, buf with no disposition 
which harmonfaes their hearts; and while one 
runs in one crooked path, another attempts to draw 
him in a different way, quite as crooked ; whilst 
all the time they are rendered even furious with a 
sort of *' litrange fi.r^/' which characterizes their 
docrines, andjprc¥hicesi a seal not according to 
knowledge —This fire is seattered every where, 
and in every place into which these false teachers 
run ; while that reason, understanding and knowl- 
edge, which tp moral beings is mortal bread, is all 
prostrated and cont^umed, by these false teasers 
and the fire they carry with them^, as was the com 
of the Philistines by the foxes and the five-brands. 

As has been already noticed, St. Peter has pre- 
sented qs with a comparison of the false prophets 
among the people of the Jews, and the false teach- 
ers that should arise ijx the Christian church ; ai^ 
it may be prpfi^table for us to notice a few pakicu^ 
rnrs which, ni^y serve to mark the distinction be- 
tween true and &lse> prophets and teachers. In 
the days of the prophets of Israel, the false proph- 
pt& were vastly more nurtierous than the true proph- 
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ets of God. At one time the prophet Elijah stood 
ftlone, while the prophets of Baal were four hun* 
dred luid fifty ; but whether the disproportion is as 
great now, or not, we may not pretend to say; 
mough if we may know them by their fruits, aA 
our Saviottr dkects, it would not be very dfficult 
to compute their numbers. 

One infallible mark of a fals^ p'h>phet or teacher, 
is, he has a disposition to perseoute. — Thus did 
the false prophets persecute the prophets of the 
Lord \ and thus do the many faJse teachers in 
Christendom persecute, as far as they can, the 
'ow who dare to testify ,th6 truth as it is in Jesius 
jmd disprove their doctrines of iBrror. 

The dietinguiiJiin^ trait wl^icb St. Peter has 
^▼en of false teachi^rs is^ that they should bring 
m damnaUe h^esies ;^nd he tells i:^ what these 
heresies amount- to^ ^^ Even denying the Lord that 
bought th^n ; and bring upon themfildves swift 
destruction." 

' All false doctrines, in one way or other, deny 
the Lord that bought us. They will either deny 
that Jesus gave himself a ransom for sdl men, or 
what amounts to the same thing, they will deny 
the final efficacy of ^is purchase. And when the 
false teacher treats on the great subject of the 
Saviour, he has ready at command studied methods 
of i^olessibg to believe in him, and of holdisg him 
up for others to believe and trust in^ while at the 
same time he runs hia whole doctrine in such a 
crooked, doubtful ^urse, that about all he ^ys h^ 
foally contradicts. False teachers who deny th^ 
Lord that bought us, do this work in an. artful^ 
cunning manner, they know it will not answer to 
profess to deny him in full, because this would be 
no deception ; people would pay no attention to 
jtheir testimony. But they pretend to believe in 
him, and to be his faithful ministers. They pre- 
tend to understai^ the deep mysteries of his doc* 
^trine, which are so very intricate that none b\sl 
Vi^mBelveB, who have in a special xaaimiSt X^^^sOl 
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(et into the secrets of God, can underHahd, h^ 
belongs to this crafty scheme of error, to make the 
people believe that they must depend on what the ^ 
teacher says, take hisHestimony on his bare word, 
and to think it a crime to attempt to reduce it to 
rational principles. 

Reason is one of the greatest enemies with whidi 
false teachers have to contend ; they therefore en- 
deavour to persuade the people to .yiew reason as 
carnal, and inimical to reli^on^ and by aH meaia 
to lay it out of the case entirely. AU thiais neqes^ 
iary in order to prepare the mind to. believe the 
strange and unreasonable notions which they have 
to impose on the simple. 

These intimations, my friends, are what you 
Imow to be facta Tyou have heard false teachers 
apeak of the revealed will of Grod, and of his sec^t 
will ; you have heard them compare his revealed 
will with his decreetive will, and underta'ke ti^ teU 
the difference. You have heard them speak against 
tmr reason, and endeavour to point out its d^iiger- 
ous tendency ; yqu hkve heard much 'said aboat • 
hidden mysteries* into which we have, no right to 
enquire ; yet thesie very mysteries are the subjects 
on which these false teadhiers continually dwell, 
and in which they require the implicit faith of the 
people. 

Prepared ia this way, and armed in all titjs 
guise, the fox takes his course, and practices nis 
work of heresy, even denying the Lord that bought 
us. If one who dares to exercise his reason, and 
iias boldness enough to question this'false teacher, 
aUk him how we should understand St. Paul, where 
helssfys that God " will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth ?" he 
cunningly looks forward to see what the sul^ectis 
leading to ; he sees that its natural tendency is the 
salvation of all men. What now must he do ? To 
allow this would not deny the Lord that bouffht 
'IS ; he immediately replies — It is God's revealed 
rll that all men should be aaved^^^xxt uot his se- 
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cret, deoreetive will. If he be naked why God 
sYiould reveal a will which is contrary to his de- 
crees, he replies, that God is a Sovereign, and has 
a right to do as he pleases, and that we have no 
right to inquire into nis secrets. If the conversa- 
tion be continued, and the passage be brought Uff 
again, this false teacher will tack like a fox, and 
say, the word all does not mean all tnthotU txeep- 
Hon ; and then he will run with triumph for some 
time, contending. that tKefe are passages in scrip- 
tore, where th« wovdaU is used in a limited sense. 
Thus, like a fox, he crosses his own trsick. 
I If this fatee teacher is under the necessity of ex- 
plaining St. Paul's testimony, that the one Media- 
tor gave himself a ransom for all men, at one time 
he will say, that St. Paul meant all the elect, not 
all the impenitent. l3ut if the argument press him 
hardly, he will be sure to shift his ground, and say, 
that Jesus did give himself a ransom f<^ all, con- 
ditionally ; that is, if they will repent and believe. 
Thus he contradicts himtfeff on every subject. 
t St. Peter says, that these falgfe teachers '^ bring 
upon themselves swift destruction. '^ And this, my 
friends, is verily the case ; for if we deny the Lord 
that bought us, this v^ry denialis our present and 
swift destruction. Our own confidence is destroy- 
ed, our hope demolifl[ked, T)ur peace given to the 
winds, and qixt feats and horrors awakened. 

Let us then turn away our ears from hearing 
th6se doctrines, which deny the Lord that bought 
us, tod let us learn of Him, who is wisdom to the 
fooUsh^ righteousness to sinners, sanctification to 
the unclean^ reden^idn to the captive^ and life to 
tiie dead. 

6 ^* • ^ ■• ' 
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IfSl^ltfiWiJKDEO AfCCORDIHO TO TfffilR WORKS W TffB ' 
' PRESfilTF LIFE. * ' 



. »niTsms»i]c iDf voir oir rxs vsitif •ABSAiftt i« px«. ISlik 

lrETERITI.10,11. 

«* For he tbat will love Bfe And see good ouqv^ let ham Mfrflkiri liie^loi^ 1 
from eyil, and his Kpe that they itoeak no |pile: letliim eecfaew evil 
And do g<c^, iMliW Mdt )>(^u^ ind ennie it." 

The first subject to which the ett^mtion of the , 
Jiearet lis iavited, iu order to obt^n a profitaUe uq> 
'derstanding of the passage i^ead for consideration)' 
is'thff principle^ on which the argument of the text 
is^bunded* This prindple is a certain &red Jmr ' 
in our nature, by which w6 ar^ ^Iway^s indudM to ' 
act for otr own grlitific^tioa, benefit of enjoytnent ; 
and by which we a^e alv^a^ restrained wx^el iriant- 
ever is, in our apprehenbioti, eithei^ ineapaUe of 
promoting the etgeets of oUr de8ires» ^ of a ten- 
dency to prevent them. 

I This fited law of our nature is that which rm- 
ders us pfo^et subjects of advice, cauticHi, exhior* 
tatioh, commatid, threatening, rebuke, otesarecoHi 
punishment ; it is this t^iat justty acooonfts fov^ail 
the conditional, 6i^ Unconditional ptoniiste, which 
are wisely made by the divine Being, or by man 
himself to a fellow beings or to i^is offspring, ^fke 
away this governing l&wirom the reasonable crea- 
ture where it is placed by the Creator, and thd 
very idea of influencing man io action is anniObiilat- 
^ed ; for should you on the one^hand tlureaten him 
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with4he greattet poanble a^Terhiea 4nrvi for the' 
most Iticonsiderable action, as he ha9 na re^urd to 
himself, the threateoing would proYe utterly abor- 
tive. So lilsTewise on the other hand, ahoold you 
promise him an immense reward for a momentarji 
, labour, as^ he values not hia own enjoyment, tha 
pr6mi8e,4n this case, would necessarily prov^ as 
meffi^ual as the threate^oing in the former. i 

Should an objector say, that n^n frequeatlywacta 
to his own injury, and aa often i^lects what ia 
m(>st for his profit, the.r^;>ly infQiptns him that the 
objection doea no reach tiiie principle ugainat whifik 
it is intended i for the patient acts from the same 
law in receiving medicine which provea injurioua,' ' 
as in the use <» that whi<^ i» attended with the 
Boost salutary effeet# ; aaad this is e<|^ually applies^, 
ble toeverv other instance of self-injurious actiow' 
But ahould we indulM ttie olgector, and alloiV' 
that man i^ capable of a demgn against himseli^ 
^ia w^d most surely repder entirely nuU every^ 
possible pron^se imd threatenii^, which could be 
set before him. But it is ait0gether impossible 
^at any ene should desire to lessen his own enjoy<» 
eients, or augment his inielicity. Man is capable 
^acting for the prptnotionof that alon^ which ia 
to his mind desirable. 

Hy friends, the principle here argued lies at the 
fouAdation of all the actions of man. You may 
trace all parts of the impxense fabric of human ex* 
ertions^of human labour, of aU the acquirements ia 
arts and sciences to this prindpte^ You may begin 
with a newly-born infant, its first exertions indi- 
cate a creature of want and desire, and as such 
fqfx Inay traee him through all the various wind- 
ings of the path of future life, whether he be virtu- 
ous or vicious, happy or miserable, on his journey. 

This principle is most, evidently that on which 
the argument of our text is founded. The Apostle 
does not say; For he that will hat^ life a^id see 
evil days, let, him refrain his tongue from evil, and 
his lips th^ thejfr speak no guile ) le|t hiu^ e»^Hi 
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evil and do good, let him seek peaoe and ensue it ; 
but he says exactly the reverse- of this ; "For he 
that will tore life, and see good days^ lot him re- 
frain his tonffue from evil, and his Hps that they 
speak no guile ; let him eschew evil and do good, 
let him seek peace and ensue it." The^ inspired 
author of our tS 3Ct knew human nature too well to 
expect man would aot without a motive, or that 
he could be persuaded to mst to-hili own cUsadvan- 
tage, unless he were deceived: The^ plldn sens^ 
of the text points out the only means whereby a 
man can obtain what he most desires, and indeed 
all he desires. Every one wishes for happineBS in 
life, and to see good days. This is what is consti? 
tutional with every individtial of the human fam- 
ily. Will you not all bear me witness to this truth ? 
Is there an individt»>, male or female, young or 
old, in this assembly, who has any desire to live a 
miserable, wretched life ? Is there one whose heart 
does not most fervently desire to see good days ? 
Tou all assent most cordially to this. You are 
therefore, all; the very persons addressed in our 
text, in which the only method, by which this de- 
sire of your heart can possibly be^ obtained, is most 
clearly laid down^ and placed within the wach of 
the most limited capacity. 

According to our text, it is an important fact; 
stated by the authority of heaven, that whoever 
will refrain, theiir tongues from evil, and their lips 
that they- speak no guile ; whoever will shun evil 
and do good, seek peace and follow after- it, shal^ 
see gocm days and enjoy life; and aocordkis to 
this same passage, it is an equally mom^fvtous tact, 
declared by the same authority, that whoever dis- 
regards these means, and does not refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his Kps that they speak no 
guile ; who does not shun todo evil, and neglects 
to do good^ who neither seeks peace nor follows 
after S, must see evil days, and live a wretched, 
miserable life. This is the plain, uncontrovertible 
doctrine of our text^ and according, to this doctrine 
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'we Bhall humbly attempt to improve k to the re- 
ligious and moral advantage of this listening, and 
devoilional audience. 

In these labours the speaker will enjoy a peeu- 
viar satisfaction arising from, a full conviction of 
the goo&iess of our heavenly Father towards his 
rational offspring, and' the- impartiality of that 
goodness, which are- the essential attributes of the 
doctrine to which his labours are usually devoted. 
This felicity, however, will be mingled with an 
anxiety corresponding with a sense -of his inability 
to do justice to a subject, which mvolves such an 
extensive interest as our religious and moral hap- 
piness in life. But there is one consideration cal- 
culated to give support 4n this undettakin^, which 
is the devout attention wkh which you will assist 
the speaker^ while he endeavours to bring before 
you the invaluable treasures which our heavenly 
Father has given us in the undeviating laws of 
moral virtue^ 

Having thus endeavoured to oall youx^ attention 
to the pnnciple on which the doctrine of our text is 
founded, and having presented you with ar general 
view of this doctrine, your public servant will so- 
licit your attention to the contemplation of the 
doctrine which has been stated, as it. stands oppos- 
ed to what has for a long tim6 been^acknowledged 
as orthodox by our christian clergy, and churches. 
The sentiment to» which we here allude contends 
that virtue is not rewarded^ nor wickeidness pun- 
ished in this life> where^they aje acted, but that 
the reward of the former and the punishment of 
the latter ar& reserved to a future state, where 
ample justic^ will be^ rendered to i^ll^ according to 
their works m this world. The numerous advo^ 
cates of this opinion contend that there would ap 
pear a manifest iirjustice in the divine economy, if 
there were not a state of retribution in a future ex- 
istence^ where the divine administration shall make 
as much difference in the distribution of happiness 
and misery as there i» ia the moral chasaLCXei^ ^ 
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men in thiB world, -as «uehm difTerence is not re- 
garded ^by the divine government here. Many are 
•o sanguine on this subject, as to contend, that « 
contrary belief has a most direct tendency to evil, ^ 
as thereby^ all the evil consequences of vice and ^ 
knmofalfty are denied, and the mo^t flattering en- \ 
oouragements held out to the vicious. It seems ^ 
reasonable to allowj that if the sins which are'oom- 
^itted in this state are to be punished in a future i. 
world, they are not punished here ; and also, that if ' 
good works in this world are to be recompensed in ', 
the next, they have not their reward here ; for if !- 
you pay a man for his labours in the town where- . 
they are performed, you would not expect te^meest , 
his demand in another place. And t£ a man be ! 
punished for a crime m the state where he com- .. 
mlts it, he cannot, in justice, receive this punish-^ [ 
ment in an adjacent state. 

It appears clearythat nothing could be i^ted: ; 
more directly repugnant to the doctritie of our text ; 
than the orthodox opinion which we herve now no-, 
ticed. It reverses the subject entirely, and prom- 
ises a happy life and good day ^ to him, who refrains^ , 
not his tongue from evil, ndr his lips from speaking I 
giiile ; who refusea not to do evil, but- shuns the i 
way of peace. Were it not for the bltod iafatua- \ 
tiaa and unaccountable stupidity, which thousanda. 
manifest on this subject, it would seem a waate oT 
time to attempt to eJiow, by any process of arffu- 
nient, the egregtoua erroR of tiiia doctrine, which j 
so 4irectly opposes not only the p;a8S£^e now un- ' 
der consid^ratk^R, the unilbrm testimony of scrip- 
ture, but- ali© every matter of fact in the whole 
world, and* in the experience of every individaal, 
ih all ages, which has the Idast bearing on our sub- 
*ject; jBtit such is the power of tradition, that the^ 
utmost patience ife required to remove the soales 
Irom her eyes, to \intie the knots by Vhich she 
has fastened the mif)ds of her votaries, and to re- 
move the mighty mass of rubbish which composes 
iHB^r flianctittu^y/aud to gather her. lie^^wood^ soft 
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vtubble for the fire to which they are.i^p«foted. 

Let ttfi examine this subject a few iQonients, and 
endeavour to bring it into theli^tof reason and 
ismperiehce. If then a, vicious ufe be productive 
of happine^ and good days to the immofal, it fof- 
iows of course, that vice and inunorality are fa» 
vouralOte to public peace, happiness and tranquilli* . 
ty ; for nothing is more evident, than that individ* 
Hal and public feKoity grow from the same causes. 
JBut ape^any- so strangely bewildered as to suppose 
that the miseries and wretchedness of society are 
owing to its virtues, and that its happiness is de- 
lived from its vices ? No, surely, there is but one 
opinion on this question, when it is considered as 
a whole ; and yet the very individuals, who ae- 
Icnowledge that it is the ^oipkedaess of the people^ 
which renders them mitierabl&, and brings down - 
4ie judgments of ^ God upon them^ still contend 
that it is not in this wefid thai;iBiii is punished, but 
the next state of man's existence. 

Again ; It belongs to thia inquiry t6 ask, what 
ean be «o much worse in the state of man's exist- 
ence hereafter^ than what his vices bring upon him ^* 
here, that this should be considered no punishment^ 
but that a just retributioti ? It 'must be somfthin^ 
worse than sin itiself, for if sin were worse and 
more tormenting than the retiribtition which is spp- 
posed to be reserved for the future wcwrld, then the 
iHnner will find relief by receivii^ this retribution ! ' 
But it is contended, that the wicked will continue 
to sin in the next state. Then why not find as 
much happiness there aa here ? If sin in this world 
be productive of happijiees, why. will it change its 
naMre so much aa^tctprroduce' misery in the next ? 
Andj on the other hand, it belongs to tllis subject * 
to ask, what the^righteous hav^ to expect in ^he 
other, world, i^ich is so much better tnan rigfate- 
ousnesB as to amount to a ts^eompenisefor that,' 
which gives them so nfUch unhappiness her^e^? And 
why shoi;dd we suppose that righteousn^fia «\^o\3AA. 
jftfitdne&mkeiY in eAj> world, but Cliaii(;e\UmJtot^ 
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in the next^ and produce hB^pineas ? It further- 
more belongs to. this subject to inquire why our 
heavenly Father should, by an. established law, 
copstitute that sin, which is for our happiness in 
this world, and that righteousness, which is inimi- 
cal to our felicity here ? THiese queries^ serve to 

. show the absurdity of this orthodox superstition., 
and to open our eyes to see that sin and misery 
are inseparably eonjokied on the one hand as rights 
eousness and happiness are on the other. 

If we pay the least regard to the testimony of 
the scriptures, we shall find that this denial of the 
punishment of sin, and the raward of r^hteousness 

^in this state of existentee, is in direct opposition to 
i^^ la all the writings of the great law-giver of Is- 
rael, therein not the most distQlit hint ofany pun- 

; isliment for sin, op reward for welMoingi beyond 
the present state ; biit.vcry particulac and severe 
Jaws laid down, for the punishment of epimes in this 
life. See Lev. xxiv. 13, &c. "And the L^d spake 
.uixto Mosea saying, Bring forth, him that hath 
cursed without the cf^mp, and let all that heard 
Jiiim lay their hands upon his head, and let all the 
congregation ston^e him. And thou shalt ^eak 
unto tho': children of IsraeU -saying, Whosoever 
curseth.his(jrod shall bear his sia. And he that 
blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he «hall surely 
be put to death, ai&d all the congregation shall cer^ 
tainly stone him ; as* well the^ stranger as he that 
is born in the land, when he blasphemeththe-name 
of the Loan, shall be put to death. And he that 
killeth any man shall surely be put to death. And 
he thtdt kilktfi a bea^t shall make it good ; beast 
for beast. And if a: man cause a blemish in . his 

^ neighbour as be- hath done, so sh^ll it be done to 
him ; breach for breaeh, eye for eyej; tooth for 
tooth ; as hehath caused^ a blemish in a man, so 
shall it be done to him. again.. And he that killetb 
a heast, he shall restcMre iti and he that killeth a 
man^ he uhsiX be put to death. Ye shall have one 
manner of law^ af welVfbt th!^ strange as for one 
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jf yotir own country ; for I am the Lord your 

On the t>ther hand, see the promises for well 
loing. See Lev. xrvi. S, &c. " If ye walk ia my 
totutes, and keep my commandments, and do them ; 
hen I will give yon rain in due season, and the 
and shall yield her increase, and tlie trees of the 
idd ehall yield their fruit. And your threshing 
^hall reach unto the vintage^ and the vintage shaft 
*each unto the sowing time* ; and ye shatt eat your- 
>read to the full, and dwell in your land safely-. 
ind I will give peace in tlie land, and ye shall lie 
iown, said none shalV make ypu afraid f and I wilt 
rid evil beastS: out of the knd, nekhe^ shall the 
sivord go throu^ your land. And ye BhaH chase^ 
jTouF en^m^s, and 'they shah fall before you by^ 
die sword. And five of y'ou shall chase an hun-^ i 
3red, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand' 
to flight-^For I will have respect unto you, and 
make you fruitful, and multiply you,' and establish 
my covenant with you<— And I will wijk among' 
you^ and be your- Qod, and ye shall be my people." 
Again the scene changes in this chapter, and the 
cunses for disobedience sure minutely recorded. 

Now if, we allow that Aese laws wei^e of divine- 
authority, which aH our christian clergy do,..what 
colour of reason is there in pretending that the 
judge of all the earth does not punish sin in this 
world. The whde history', contained in the scrip-- 
tures, of the Jewish nation, seems to be an^aocountf 
of the blessings which God bestowed* on that pee> 
pie in approbation of their obedience to his com* 
mandsji and of the dreadful" sufferings which they- 
endurc^d, as a -recompense of their disobedience. 
But, we repeat it, there is not in all the writings 
of Moses and the prophets a single intimation of 
any reward for virtue or obedience which was 
yielded in this life, in ^ future state; nor is there 
any intimation of the punijshing of the crimes com- 
mitted here, in another world. 
^ Will it be said th^t the ^pel disj^naaWoxv. \i»l^ 
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reversed this divine order, and pot a stop to the 
punishment of sin, and the reward of ri^hteousnew 
in this life, and has reserved ail this for a future 
state ? But why should people in aadeiit times he 
punished for their sins in this wo^, where thej 
committed it, and we be puoMhed in the fhture, 
where* we have committed no drime^r Furthermore, 
our blessed* SaviaDuir renounces all v|ght ta mate 
fMich a change ; he says, ^ Tl^ink; ttot that I am 
eome to destroy the law and the^ piophets^ f am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil*'^ And it is wof« 
thy of our cavefuf notioe, that Jemi» pronounced 
no other ptmiiahoiefits en bis enemies, the Jews, 
than waoi^ written in the law and the prophets. 

St. Paul, in his epistle to the Roniana has set the 
sense of the scriptures in a clear light, on our tub* 
ject. See chap. 13, .^^ Let every soul be subject 
unto-the higher powers ; ibr there is no power bat 
of God ; the powers that be are ordakied of God. 
WhofiK>ever, tfierefore, resisteth the power resist- 
eth the ordinance of God ; and they that resist 
shall receive to themselves damnation. For rulers 
are not a terror to good works^ but to evU. Wflt 
thou then not be afraid of the pow» ? Do that 
which is gopd, and thou shalt have praise of the 
same;, for be is the minister of God to thee for p 
good. But if thou do that whidi is evil, be afriM ; _ 
for he Jbeareth not the sword in vain^ for he is (ht ^ 
ix^isteiT/of (>od, a revenger to execute wrath upoi :" 
hUn that doeth evil." Thip testimony, my friends, ^ 
is the true sense of the whole scriptures on the sub- f* 
^ect, and i^ m dijpect oppdisition to the superstition ^ 
which contends that sin kr not punished in this ^ 
world. It is really tmaccountable, why our chris- 
tian clergy should allow the iaruth of St. Faurs ^ 
declaration her6 cited, and yet contend tiiat God % 
libes nojt pui^i^h sin in this life J - 

If we aUow that oin? penah lawii are consistent " 
with the mijid and will of Grod, and are his ordi- 
nances, then we acknowledge that when crimes 
«re jpunished according to our lawa, thfe punish- 
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mcnt is the righteous judgment of God on the trans- 
gressor. But if we do not allow these laws to 6e 
the ordinances of God, then let us abrogate them 
at once j for what right have we to make laws te 
punish crimes in a state, in which God chooses not 
to punish them ? To be consistent with this blind 
Buperstition which we are considering, there should 
be no law against crimes, or at least no penalties 
on the face of the earth ! The thief, the adulterer^ 
the murderer shoidd have their liberty to go on 
tod multiply, crimes without any puniahment until ' 
they come into that world \Yh«re it is consistent 
with God's law to have them punished ! But thN& 
4mperstition upder consideration contends that all 
this wickedness may be repented of one minute 
before the sinaer ^oes out of the worlds in which, 
case he is to receive no puni&hment in the future 
world ; so after ^11 this syfetem of tferrbr «TAountd 
to no terror at all, for there are provisions in it, bjr 
which a man may live in sin to old age, and never 
be punished for the same neither in this world, hot 
in mat which is t6 coitie. . ,- . 

Taking our leave of thelt vain tVaditionft, let vm 
Quly attend to the means ^hich are laid dowa in 
our text, whereby We may te btfest With the enjoy- 
ments of life, and see good days. And, 

1. X^t us consider the tongue and the lips. ^iTiesiS' 

membei's, which are 90 vastly useful Jko mankind; 

are df a character which requires ^hem to be kept 

under ft constant irestraint, lest with our tongues 

1^ ve 9peak evil t^d indulge our lips in uttering giMle. 

; You will easily perceive that a restraint on these 

members is equally such on the hearty fot this re«- 

fitraint mttst be the moral dictate of the mind) sd 

that the restraint is first On the inclinations, and 

&e judgment acts in its ow:n official chacaoter, en* 

lightened by reason, If this restraint be not in the 

h^art, tiiie tongue and lips, being the drgpans of the 

mind, will be subservient to evil thoughts and de* 

sires ; but if an en%htened principle rule and re* 

i Btmin the desires of the mind, it also controls the 
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tong:ue and the lips, so that as there is no evil harv^' 
Ibonred in the heart, there is none to employ the - 
Wgans. Our Saviour has informed us, that it is ' 
that which cometh out of the man that defileth ' 
him ; but if there be a proper restraint on the ' 
tongue and lips, that which defileth cannot break 
'through, and therefore cannot defile. 

Now look; roijiid yaii and ask where the man is 
Vho keeps the door of hiis lips, who speaks no evil, 
Vho utters no guile, and who, at the sanie time 
Uves a wretched, miserable life ? Can you find 
Such an instance ? No, my friends, you never will 
Bnd such an instance in our world. You will find 
that those, who refrain their tongues from evil, 
and thieir lips that they speak no guile, that is, 
who never opened their lips to deceive, are the 
jewels oi society, they arfe the precious ones of the 
*earth ; and let their tfeiilporal condition be what it 
may, the sun of peace Is within, shedding his 
V^rming aftd elilivening ray's through the vast re- 
gions of the soul. 

2d. After the tongue and the lips are put under 
proper restraint, the next thing recommended is, 
^that we shun evil and do good, that we seek peace 
and follow it. , 

Here we have good workd recbmmended, att'd 
their reward plainly and clearijr seated- A life of 
happiness and ^ood d^ys are promised as the re- 
ward, the sure reward of shunning evil and doinjj 
good, of seeking p^ace and following it. iThe 
whole duty of riiah is here comprehended ; for if we 
shun evil we shall do none, and if we do good, this 
constitutesiCiS active and living members of society, 
and we are hot only "happy in ourselves, but we 
make others so likewise^ Reiri^mb^r, it is not 
enough that we seek peace, but we must toUow it, 
hy ^^hich we shall shun strife and animosity, and 
come under the denomination 6f Which the Saviour 
speaks and says ; " Blessed ate the peace-makers , 
for they shall be Called the childrefi of God,'^ 

Once more, my friends, look round you and iH- 
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quire after those who shun evil and do good ; /an,d 
when you have found those who in any good meas- 
ure are e^title(J. to this character, then endeavour 
to ascertain whether they are the miserable and 
the wretched, or whether they enjoy Mfe and see 
good days. Th6 fact is, we all know, if we are 
willing to acknowledge the truthy that such people" 
in society are niore precious.than fine gold. They 
are eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, health to 
the sick, wisdom to the foolishj knowledge to the 
ignorant, and bread to the hungry. They can say, 
by happy experience, "Great pe^ce hav0 they 
that love thy law, and nothing shall bffend them." 
Now look again, examine the black list of the 
profane and vicious, those who restrain not their . 
tongues from evil, nor their lips from speaking 
guile, who shun not evil but live in sin, who neither 
seek peace nor pursue it ; do they present a worjb^ 
of happiness ? Do they see good days? Do you.* 
envy thfem their felicity .? No, you all know that 
the wickedness of the wicked is upon him. G9 
into a virtuous family, where order and decorum 
are preBcrved, where tongues and lips are kept 
under restraint, where peace is spoken and pursu: 
ed, where evicts shunned and nothing but gooa 
acted, and there, my friends, is that which we all 
so much desire, happiness. The people enjoy life 
and see good days. And our text promises such 
a reward as this to all who will use these means, 
which are here recommended. 

There may be two ^[uestions, which the hearer 
may desire to have answered. 

1. Why should the whole duty of ^lan be re- 
quired, the reward stated, and nothing said con* 
cerning a future state of bliss f Reply : Because, 
tiiough the gospel brings life and immortality to 
light, and cleaWy promises, that " as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive," it 
no where informs us, that this state of incorrupti- 
ble felicity and ^lory is the reward of omy ^c>cA 
works^ hut the gift of God in his Son. 
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2. Why have our pious clergy made such a mis- ' 
take, and why haVe they been so wrapt up in thi^ 
superstitious notion, that virtue is not rewarded, 
nor yipe punished in this world, as long as "the 
scriptures, reason, and experience all teach to the 
con|rary? Reply: The clergy have erred in sitting 
up something for righteousness, which is nothing 
but a round of ceremonies, rites, and religious 
formularies, and condemning every one as nothing 
more than good moralists, who do not conform to 
these rites. They attendio them with great punc- 
tuality, and they think that this is righteousness* 
They look on the good moralist, who neglects these 
rites, and find him as happy a man, at least, in 
this World ^ they are; and as they think that 
something is due to tbem, more than their neigh- 
bours are to receive, and as they do not obtain it 
in this world, they feel sure that they must in the 
world to come. We are, therefore, to make a dis- 
tinction between the religious aikd the moral, which 
is an unnatural distinction, but one which is made 
by the superstition which we have considered. 
When all shall be convinced that to refrain the 
tongue from evil, and the lips thfit they speak no 
guile ; to shun evil and do good ; to seek peace 
and follow it, is the righteousness which God re- 
quires, and which hath the promise of a rich re- 
ward of rational happiness, in the present life, it 
is expected that all will thus obey God's command- 
ments and enjoy life and see good daya. 
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SERMON VI. 

THE SINNER MEETS WITH DESERTED PUNISHMENT. 
' DELIYEKXD OJI THE THIRD 8ABB4TH Iff DECSMMBR, 1819. 

1 PETER IV. 17, 18. ' 

f . - ' . • - 

** For th« time is eome tliat jndginent niiiet begin at the house of iBtod ; 
and if it first begin at tn, what shall the enq be of them that obey not 
the gospel of Goal And if the righteous a^rcely be sav«d, ^here shall 
the ungodly and sinner appear 1" - 

• - ■ .-.% ■ 

Perhaps there are but a few passages of scrip- 
ture, in the whole of the sacred volume, which 
cont»nsinore of weighty^ and important matter, in 
so few words^ than is expressed in the one just 
read in your hearing, as the foundation of our 
present labour^. While contemplating the vast 
extent of subject, the great variety of matter, and 
the important and solemn nature of the whole, the 
speaker feels, very sensibly, the impotency of his 
powers to do his subject justice, by dividing the 
word of truth in such a manner, as to give a suita- 
ble encouragement to the virtues of our religion,' 
and at the same time, judicial discouragement and 
terror to evil doers, preserving a due regard to the 
dictates of divine authority, especially, in those 
cases wherein human traditions are preposterously, 
opposed to the divine testimony. 

Human invention and ecplesiastical aufliorityj 
have established a tradition concerning this text,' 
which we feel bound to oppose ; because they have' 
extended, by the use of this passage, the severityj 
of the di^vine judgments infinitely beyond the plain 
and most definite denunciations of the divine law, 
which is certainly deserving of more respect t^^aa^V 
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it receives irom those erronaimis doctrines by which 
it is so directly opposed. 

It is weli^kDoWQ by you all, t^at thifi passage is 
generally used in support of the doctrine of future 
endless misery, cmmI so explained as to indicate 
that the ungodly and sinner, who obey not the 
gospel, must suffer in a future state, iEuid to all 
eternity, the indignation and wrath of Almighty 
God. 

If this use of our text was only Imown as a piece 
of ancient, history, of some opinion entertained in 
the dark ages of popery, the necessity of consider- 
ing and disproving it now could hardly be main- 
tamed; but, my brethren, it is the present efforts 
which are now making to perpetuate thife use of 
this and many other passages, which calls for our 
careful attention, that what may be done to do 
away this superstition, so dishonourable to our 
heavenly Father, shcnild by no means be omitted.. 
' But the moment we open our mouth to plead for 
the mercy of our heavenly Father, in opposition ta 
the endless unmerciful punishment contended for 
by tradition, a mighty host of superstition presents 
a most formidable and imposing front, and raises 
its terrific voice, denouncing venffeance upon us for 
heresy, and accusing us of denymg the validity of 
the divine threatenings. With a confidence which 
defies all reason, and a pertinacity which is blind 
to truth and deaf to argument, the advocate of the 
ungracious doctrine of never-ending punishment 
will allow no chastisement fbr the crimes of the . 
wicked, unless we subscribe to the popular creed^ 
which annihilates divine charity, and dooms the 
erring offspring of the Fathier of spirits to the re- 
gions of despair, beyotid the reach of the Redeem- 
er's grace. But standing firm on the never-failing 
rock of inalterable truth, we may venture to take 
a more reasonable position, coutend for the judg- 
ments of God to the extent of the divine severity, 
and yet allow that where ski abounds, grace 
aboim^ much more> 
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Our labours, tbcrefuFe, on thre gabject before us, 
will be directed to set the several parts of our text 
before the heareryln their own true sense, without 
an attempt to restrain any part from its most natu- 
ral application. The following particulars require 
to be distinctly consiidered : 

1. The house of (Sod in distinction from those 
who obey not the gospel. 

2. The judgments of God on both, and their re- 
lative severity. 

S. The nature of that salvation which is indi- 
cated in our text by the foltewing words : *< If the 
righteous scarcely be saved." And 

4. Ascertain the meaning of the words, " Where 
shall the ungodly aifd sinner appear ?" 

By house of God, we are to understand the bro- 
therhood of believers in Christ Jesus, who were 
united as children of one family, and were faithful 
to the laws and ordinances of God. Jesus called 
his disciples the house of his Father, in John xiv.* 
/'Let not your hearts be troubled; ye believe In 
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house 
are many mansions ; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you." St. 
Paul very clearly expresses this subject in the fol- 
lowing passages : Heb. iii. " And Moses verily was 
faithful in aU his house as a servant, for a testimo- 
ny ol those things which were to be spoken after ; 
but Christ as a son over his own house; whose 
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.** 
Here we learn thW believers belong to thk house 
as long as they hold fast their confidence.: Gal. vi. 
^' As we have therefore opportunity, let us. do good 
unto all men^ especially unto-them who areof the 
household of faflh." This household of faith is 
the house of God. Ephes. ii. Speaking to Gentile 
bdievers, the Apostle says, "Now, therefore, ye 
we no more strangers and.foreignerss but fellow- 
citizsens with the saints, and of the household of 
Qod; aad are built lapm ik» foOudwUoa oC ih^ 
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apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone." . - 

By the passages here noticed, we learn that the 
church of believers in the gospel were called, the 
house of God, the household of faith, &c. in dis- 
tinction from those who believed not. But we 
must make a distinction even among those who 
were unbelievers, who did not obey the gospel of 
God. Those of whom the apostle speaks in our 
text, as not obeying the gospel, must, of necessity, 
be those who had rejected it; for people in remote 
parts of the earth, who had had no opportunity of 
hearing of Christ or his doctrine, could n«»t be 
justly denominated disobedient to its laws. This 
distinction you will all allow is a very natural one ; 
for surely to speak of the judgments of God on 
people fornot believing and obeying the gospel of 
which they had bad. no knowledge, would be a- 
most unreasonable thing. 

' Our minds are therelore directed toward those 
who had heard the gospel, who had seen the won- 
derful and miraculous works of God, designed as 
evidences of its divinity. In a word, it is perfectly 
consistent with all circumstances relative to our 
subject, to fix the words of our text, "What shall 
the end be of them who obey not the- gospel of 
God,?' on the Jewish nation, and particularly on 
Jerusalem, the sect of those awthorities, which* 
perpetually persecuted thebdievers in Jesus, and^ 
especially those who taught in bis.n^me.. 

It seems that we- have the two classes mention-, 
ed in our text, clearly designated before us. The 
persecuted church of believers in Jesus on. the one 
hand, and^ the Jews,- who rejected the- Messiah, 
persecuted and put him to death, and continued to 
persecute- and vex his diisciplee^ on the other. 

The attention of the audience is now invited to 
the consideration of that judgment mentioned in 
our text, whieh began with the house of Godj but 
ended on that wicked and adulterous generation, 
oa wboia JesuadenooQced aU tteJi)iood which wa& 
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sJied, Trom the blood of Abel to the blood of Zach- 
arias. At the time Jesus denounrced on Jerusaleqa 
this judgment, it seems that their iniquity was not 
full ; for we read in the. 23d of Matthew as follows: 
*' Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that 
ye are the children of them that killed the proph-. 
ets. Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers/ 
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers. How can 
ye escape the damnation of hell ? Wherefore, be- 
hold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and 
scribes ; and some of them ye shall kiJl and cruci- 
fy ; and some of them shall ye scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute them from city to city ; 
that upon you may come all the righteous blood 
shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel unto .the blood of Zacharias, son of Barachi- 
as, whom ye slew between the temple and the al- 
tar. Verily I say unto you, all these things shall 
come upon this generation." 

In this portion of our Saviour's words, we learn 
that those Jews who refused him and his doctiine> 
would also refuse his disciples and persecute them, 
for which they would be visited with those awful- 
ly severe judgments, which he not only in this 
place denounced on tibem, but which he so fully 
set forth to his disciples in the 24th and 25th chap- 
ters of this gospel, as well as in other passages re- 
corded in the New Testament. 

Now the relative severity of the sufl^^dngs of the 
house of God, and those devoted Jews, who iObey- 
cd not the gospel, is intimated in our text in the 
following words : *' And if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel 
of God ?" That is, if we who adh^^^ to the testi-» 
mony of Jesus, and are faithful to his righteous 
cause, are visited with th^se sufTeringa from the 
hands of those who ate the enemies of our Lord 
and master, and who have been his persecutors* 
and murderers, what must be the punishment of 
their wickedness ? The conclusion is evident i ik 
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must be va«tly gfreater in its severity^ tjiiaii all fliaf 
we suffer by tbeirifneans. 

There can be no reasonable doubt but St. Peter, 
when writing this encouragement to Ms brethren^ 
who with himself suffered many things from the 
bloody hands o^ these enemies of Jesus and his 
doctrine, had inf recollection these woi^ds of his di- ' 
vine master to that generation of vipers, which we 
have before quoted; for h6 was present when Je- 
sus so vehemently denotinced the- jtidjjai^nts of 
God Upon them. And hc^, no doubt, remembered 
what he heard his divine master say, which is re- 
cordetd in the 24th of Matthew, and in the fist of 
Luke. If the hearer will be so faithful as io ex- 
amine those two chapters^ he will understand the 
natare of this subject The speakei^ oannot, in the 
limits of this discottrsej quote all that belongs to 
it. 

We have now come to where an important (Jues-^ 
tloil may be profitably considerisd. The question 
is this: Did the apostle. Peter here speak of the 
future punishment which the enemies of the gos- 
pel would suffer in the eternal world, and which 
they would have to suffer to an endless duration, 
which is the common doctrine on this text ? We 
answer. No ; for he Was not authorised to go be- 
yond the judgments which Jesus, his master, had 
denounced* And it is an undeniable fact, that in 
the dreadful judgments which the Savlpttr describe 
ed at the punishment of the sins of his enemies^, 
he dM not extend their sufferings beyond a mortal 
state. And it is furthermore of importance to ob- 
serve, that as JeSUs said, '^Think not that I km 
eeitie ta destroy the law and the prophets, I dm not 
eome to destroy, but to fiillil';'' so: he nevel^ ex- 
tended the jtidgments of God beyond where the 
liaw of Moses and the testimeiiy of the prophets 
had before ca^rried them. 

If we read Moses on the subject of the {MiiiHih-^ 
meAts which God threatened on Israel, in case of 
thejif! ^Jisobedience,^ we shall be strode with tbil^ 
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greatest iiorror and astonishment, bat shall read 
nothing about their being punished in a future slate 
of -existence. See Leviticus xxvi. Here are de- 
scribed all manner of evils to which man is inci- 
dent in €1 mortal state. The famine, all manner 
of sickness, the pestilence, droughts, mildews, the 
sword of their enemies, their land in desolation, 
they in the most cruel captivities, where they 
should continually waste away before the sword^ 
which would be continually drawn out after them. 
And in this account, be it remarked, God says, 
that this punishment is according to their sins. 
Therefore, whoever says that sin 16 not punished 
in this world, denies the word of God ; and who- 
ever says that sin is not punished according to its 
demerits in this mortal state, denies the divine 
testimony. See what the prophet Jeremiah sets 
forth in his Lamentations, chapter iv. In order 
to have any thing of a just idea of this description, 
it is necessary to imagine the case our own, and ' 
suppose ourselves besieged by a powerful enemy, 
shut in on every side, our stores exhausted, no- 
thing in our markets, our wives and children look- 
ing pale upon us, we not a piece of bread to give 
them, our young m^n pined away, and appearing 
like shadows in the streets, our most delicate ma? 
thers, now losmg all natural affection, lay their 
hands on their little childen — But I cannot proceed,^ 
WTien I meditated this subject, my children came 
around me, and called up such feelings as I wiljb 
not attempt to describe. Suppose our infuriate 
ei^my finally enters our town victorious, ourhrave 
warriors, who hatfbared their breasts to the storm 
of w;ar5 are cut to pieces, and all fells into the 
hands of a most savage and barbarous soldiery. 
Such is but a faint description of what the prophet 
set forth in his Lamentations over Jerusalem, over 
which our Saviour wept, knowing that the time of 
her visitation was near. In the prophet's account, 
he makes a comparison, and says, "For the pun- 
ishment t>/ the iniquity of the daughter 0? icvn "g^^r^ 
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pie is greater than the punishmeut of the sin of 
Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment, atd 
no hands stayed upon her." 

As recorded in the 21st of Luke, Jesus informed 
his disciples, that before the judgments which he 
prophesied would come on the Jews, should com- 
mence, they would suffer much persecution from 
their hands. With this in his mind, how perfect' 
ly natural was it for Peter, when speaking of the 
sufferings which the Christians endured from the^ 
persecuting hands of the Jews, to call their atten- 
tion to consider how much greater sufferings their : 
persecutors were doomed to endure, than they 
were suffering for the cause of Christ* To the 
same effect the Saviour spake, when he ^as going 
to the cross: "And there followed him a great 
company of people, and of women, which also be- 
wailed and lamented him. But Jesus, turning un- . 
to them, said, (0, how graceful must have been : 
his appearance) Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not ' 
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your chil- 
dren. For behold the days are coming in the which 
they shall say, blessed are the barren, and the | 
wombs that never bare, and the paps which never . 
gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the [ 
mountains, fall on us ; and to the hills, cover us. 
For if they dp these things in the green tree, what 
shall be done in the dry ?" 

In his account of the destruction of the Jews, 
and of the vengeance of God upon them, Jesus 
was particular in hi^ pefercnce to what had been 
written on the subject ; he says, " For these be the 
days of vengeance, that all thiage which are writ- 
ten may be fulfilled." Let it be further distinctly 
noticed, that in the three accounts, which are re- 
corded by. Matthew, Mark and Luke, of the de- 
nunciations of the judgments of God on the ene- 
mies 0( Jesus, for their sins, the whole is confined 
to that generation; and not the least intimation 
of jpunishment in a future state of existence, any 
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taQve than we find' in the writmgs «f Moses and 
tlie prophets. 

We now proceed to speak of the nature of that 
salvation which is indicated in our text by the fol- 
lowing words: "If the righteous scarcely b« sav- 
ed." In order to maintain the opinion, that the 
apostle meant to speak of the hereafter and end- 
less puni^ment of the wicked, in our text, it has 

j^^ been supposed, that by the salvation of the righte- 
<xus, the apostle meant an immortal state of glory 
and felicity. But let reason be exercised for a mo- •^ 
ment on this subject. What is meant by the word ^ 
scarcely ? Does it mean something that is full and 
complete ? Does it not in fact necessarily mean ^ 
something that is scanty ? Yes, it most surely 
does. Now, is it reasonable or scriptural to apply 
this word to the state of immortality and eternal 
glory, which the scriptures promise? Take the 
words of Christ to the Sadducees for example^ * 
where he speaks of the resurrection state : "Nei- 
ther can they die any more ; for they are equal 
unto the angels ; and are the children of God, be- 
ing the children of the resurrection." My br6th- 4 
ren, do you candidly think that the word scarcely 
can properly be applied to this state of incompre- ' 
hensible glory? Look at the description which 
St. Paul gives of the resurrection state, in his first 
epistle to the Cor. xv. "It is sown in corruption, 
it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonoul^, 
it is raised iii glory ; it is sown in weakness, k is 
raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is 
raised a spiritual body. And so it is written, the 
first man Adam was made a living soul, the last 
Adam was iiiade a quickening spirit." The can- 
dor of this audience is requested to judge, whether 
this description of glory, power, life and immoftal- 
ity, can well be expressed by the words "scarcely 
saved ?" Do you believe that the blessed in hea- 
ven will use such language to express their salva- 
tion, and say, " VVe are scarcely saved?" 1%^\» 
Peter now with him for whose cau^e \\ft «»v& 
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fered in the flesh ? ' And do you believe that he ^^ 
would express his salvation from mortality and '^ 
death, in the words "scarcely saved?" No, St L 
Peter had no allusion to a future state in our text, ]^ 
neither on the part of the righteous, nor on the ^ 
^art of the ungodly. His meaning was, that the j.^ 
Christians would scarcely be saved from the ^ 
dreadful calamities which were about to come like f 
B storm on all the nation of the Jews. Jesus gave y 
his disciples particular directions, where and. in ( 
what manner they should make their escape from ^^ 
Jerusalem, to the mountains of Judea ; and gave ~ 
them to understand that great care, watchfulness 
and speed in flight, would be necessary. It Was ] 
the temporal salvation of the church which Peter 
spake of, when he said, " If the righteous scarcely ~ 
be saved ;" for this was but a scanty salvation, ~ 
many of the church suffered much, and some of 
them suffered death ; according to the words of 
Jesus, before he was crucified. 

Lastly : "Where shall the ungodly and the sin- ~ 
ner appear ?" This form of expression naturally 
signifies, that the ungodly and the sinner would 
be in a condition much more deplorable and dife- ^ 
tressin^ than that of the afl3ictions of the righteous. '^ 
And this idea has all along been evidently exhibit- z 
ed in this discpurse. l 

The Apostle no doubt kept his eye on the testi- : 
jnony of his master, who had in his hearing de- 
scribed the situation which his enemies would be * 
in, in the day of their visitation. Following the ' 
account we have in the 24th of Matthew of the ^ 
destruction of Jerusalem, and the distress of the ' 
people, the SaviQiir delivered three parables, 
which are recorded in the 25th chapter, evidently 
designed to represent the different situations of his 
friends and .his enemies, when these judgments 
were sent. In the first parable, he represents his 
friends by virgins who were wise, who took oil in 
their vessels with their lamps, and being prepar- 
ed, wfite received into tlie vf adding when the 
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bridegroom ctoie.. But his e&eraies are represent* 
cd by foolisK virginsj whio to* no oil in their ves- 
sels with their lamfto, who, not bei^ prepared, or 
in readiness when the brid^oom came, were re^ 
jebied. In the second paprable, he represents his 
fremdB by servants wh^ had oecui^ed theife* lord's 
money in a proper manner, find were received in 
to his favour and Joyvbut'iiis enemies^are repre- 
sbnted by a dieted, slothful servant, who hid his 
I<Mrd'8 money, and made no improvement, and was 
oenaured by his lord, and wat into outer darkness^ 
where were weeping and gashing of teeth. In '' 
the third and last paral)te spoken on this subieeti 
. the'divine teacher represented his friends, as hav^ 
ing Xed him whi^n he jiras hungry, *clothed him 
when he was naked, visited him when he was sick, 
and administered untp him when h^ was in pris- ' 
on ; ^by which he signified the good t)ffices which 
his frieiids should do to his disciples. As a reward 
for th% %hey are received intoi the gospel privi- . 
leges and dispensation ; but hh) enemies are repre- 
sented as having ne^ected those kind oiflSices, fqr 
whieh reason it wite TsaSd to them^ "Depart from ^ 
me, ye cursed, into eveilasting fire, lurepared £or 

^ the devil audhis angels ;" or, in other words, for 
that' earthly and carnal authGrrity, whioh was i%t 
imieal tb the jgospely and for its agents,^who per- 
secuted the saints. 

The judgments of Ck>d*on the kicked are repre- 
sented by fire^ ip sun&Trplaces in tha scriptures ; 

- and the companpison is very just, fsfr as iSre con- 
sumes the fad, BO do these judgments consume ihe 
people. Will you say that the text says, "Depart, 

I ye cursed,, into- everlasting fire ;" and thefefare 

; must mean in a future stat^ ?; But cannot fire burn 
in this world aswell as in another ? Moses, speak- 
ing of the judgments of God on the Jews for their ^ 
wickedness, says, Deut. xxxii. " Pot a fire iskind^ 
led in mine anger, sxiA shall burn unto the lowest 
hell, and shaU consume the earth with her m: 
crease, and set on fire the foundations of tbft mQissv'* , 
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iaiiis. I wW heatiBUBcbleTupmi them ; I yiMigpijmd 
iniiiearravra upon them. They riidl be burnt with 
hunger, and devoured with bumiag heat, and with 
hitter distraction," fco. teaiah ix. '^Foir wick^ 
ednesB bometh like a fire ; fe nhall devour the bri* 
an and thorns, and shall kindle in the thiidLets cdT 
the forest ^ and thej^ shall mpnnt up like the luting 
vsp €d smoke^ Through the wt^th of the Lord tx 
hosts IB the land dark^:ied, and the people shaH he 
as the fuel of the fire ; no man shall spare his bro^ 
ther." Jer. ir, ^^ Ciroumcise yoursdyc^ untoths 
Lord, ye men of Judah alld itthabit&nts of Jerusa« 
lem ; lest tny fiiry come forth like fire, and bum 
that none can quench it, because of the evil of your 
doin^."^ Jer.xxi ^* house of David, thus saMi 
the Lofd : execute jud^ent in the morning, atHi 
deliver him that is moiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor, lest my fury g6 out like fire, and bin^ 
that none can quench it, because of the ei/U of yooif 
doings." And much more might be quoted to thtf 
same purport. So Jesus usually represented t)|^ 
judgments of God on the enemies of the goe^l by 
the similitude of fire ; but we have no authority 
for carryitig these threatenings b^itmd this morftd 
state. 

I Before we dose, it seemfii proper to improve ouj^ 
subject, to our.otni moral and religious advanti^, 
by a due consideration of one grand maxim for- 
nished b/ it, which is this ; however those who 
fear Gk>d and work righteousness inay be afflicted^ 
it is certain, that those who live in rebellion against 
God and.his commandments are in a much worse 
condition. This mortal state seems not to have 
been designed for perfect bliss, but it is a fact long 
established by eicperience, that wisdom's ways are 
ways of pleasantness^ and all her paths are peace 5 
while it is equally evident that there is no peace to 
the wicked; and that the way of the transgressor 
is hard. 

If the sober, the temperate, the industrious, the 
prudent, the pious, the virtuous, the kind and ihi 
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faithful, meet with many afflictions, and endure 
much Borrow in the world, what must be the mis- 
erable etatc of those who are plunged in the ffulf 
of all manner of vice ? You who live in the habits 
of love and tenderness with your families, and 
bring up your children in the fear and love of God, 
to doubt think you have trouble enough ; but what 
do you think of those* whose hpus^ are the hab- 
itations of perpetual strife, and dens of every 
iiameable vice ? You who are blest with the belief 
and consolations of the gospel, and enjoy that 
hope which is an anchor to the soul, and endeav- 
our to maintain the doctrine and religion of the Sa- 
viour, no doubt, frequently feel that you are scarce- 
ly, saved Irom the misery of this state of corruption 
and sin ; but if ^6, where are those who have none 
of these enjoyments ? You, who when afflictions 
and misfortunes &!] to your lot, can retire to your 
closets, make known. your requests to your Father 
in heaven, cast all your cares upon him, feeing 
assured that he careth for you, and enjoy a sphit- 
ual oommunioa with a present God, no doubt feel 
and know that you are scarcely aaved from the 
plague of your own hearts, too prone to doubt and 
mistrii^ the goodness of your rock ; what then Js 
the condition of those who live strangers to the 
Gad of mercies, while surrounded with his favours, 
when the troubles of life lure sent o% their u^» 
shielded soute ? 

Do I not hear .some feeling soul, alive to the 
blessings of grace, replying, say, I know the differ- 
ence, i know what it is to lose a dear child, friend, 
or companion, when I knew not my heavily Fa- 
ther's love, when I felt my soul to sink within me, 
and thick darkness surrounded me; but have, 
thran^ ^raice, learned to trust in 6^od, and find a 
©aim retreat beneath the shadow of his wings. ^ ' 

To conclude: We see, my friends, that there is, 
in the moral government of our heavenly Father^ 
an established administration, which secures to 
those who love and obey him a presenlk com^X^V^ 
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reward; and one whiph delays not to give unto the 
wicked the reward of his hands. To deny this, 
however popular the contrary opinion may be, ig 
a moral delirium, a iatal insanity^ which not only 
exposes us to danger, t^ut absolutely plunges uff into 
trouble. Let us recollect the words orSolomon^ 
with which we close: " Behold, the righteous shall 
be^ recompensed in the earthi muqh mor.e the; 
^fd^ed ami the sinAec^' • '^ ~j 
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SBRMON VIL 

THE NEW BIRTB*^ 
It^X4TIEB]> III BOSrpjr 09THX THIBO 9ABBATB IB tA». lSMt\ 

JPHNIII.8, 

"Verily, Terily, I «ay mtq thee, except a man be born again^ he caanot 
see the kingdom of God." ' • ~ 

These words were spoken by the Saviour to 
Nicddomu8, a juler of the Jews, who came to Je- 
sus by night, and said unto him, '^ Rabbi, we know, 
that thou art a teacher come from God; for no 
man can do the miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with, him.? lar/eply^ Jesus, spake the,, 
words of^our" text. 

The -particular circumstances, which have led tOv 
the choice of these wprds, and tpa desirje to call 
the attoQti&Qi of this audience to a careful consid-. 
eration of this subject, are the following*: 

1, |t is believed that the sentiment generally 
held by professors of Christianity^ concerning this 
subject j is not. only incorrect, but of an unhappy 
tendency, in regar^ to tia^ oause of pure and unde- 
filed reli^on. ' 

2. This passage is frequently used to disprove* 
tjie doctrine of impartial salvation, by the believers, 
in the endless misery of some of the human race. 
It is not unfrequent that-^r opposers. say,, that it 
is utterly impossible that the oinregenerate ^houldj 
be .received into thekingdom-of heaven, for Jesus' 
himself said to Nicodemus, " Except a man be born 
Qgain> he pannot see the kingdom of God." 
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8. Our opposerg say, that ye deiiy the. «ecessity %\ 
of being born again, and hold, that without repent- 
ance, siniiers ntiAy enter the kingdom of heaven iii 
their sins. 

Hoping that our careful labours on this subject, 
m^y tend to do away, in some measiire at least, 
those injurious errors^ and to bring this portion of 
our Saviour's testimony inta a clear lights in which 
the mind may travel underdtandingly, we have 
called the attention of this atidii^nce to a candut 
investigation of the words read for consideration. 

The opinion which Christian people generally 
hold respecting this subject of -the new birth, you 
all understand as well, perhaps, as it can be ex- 
plained; for they ^emselyes acknowledge that it 
is so mysterious that reason and the common j^ow^ 
ers of^^nan^s understanding can have^ no jiisf views 
of the subject. It is believed that this new^ birth 
is a certain change mysteriously wvought in the 
nature of man,^instantanemJsly converting th^ sub- 
ject from nature to gra^, as the terms are which 
are used to signify this iiii visible work in maYi; 
iThe inoment this operation is effected, the subject 
is a iiew creature. Whereas before he was an 
heir of wrath, he id now a child of grace ; whereas 
before he was e^xposed to the everlasting tbrments. 
of hell, he is now quite out of all danger o£ this 
sort, and secure for ever. 

Though the. most profound divines are altogether 
ipcapable of describrag the operation oT this mys- 
terious change, they arfe well acquainted with the 
travail of the mind before and aftei^ it takes place, 
before one. is Iforn again, he must have certain 
. views of the.state^he is in, and be exercised witlv 
certain^ horrors and fearful apprehensions. He 
must view himself auch a sipner, by nature, aa to, 
deserve everlasting torments. He must see the 
justice of God in sending him to endless mipery; 
and some 6ay, he must be willing to go to this state 
of torment. He must be exercised with indescrib- 
able fe^& af^ hiurrors, antl t^^ hijn^self sinkix^ 
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%adef tKewi^alii of Akirightjr 6od. These tekrn 

f^aiid horrors, wberi they have mereaBed to the 
^igiiest i)ossible poiat, cause the sitbjeet to cry 
oat for mercy, like ais one thrown from a precq)fOe 
gires a shrl^. In a looment heJ^I is out of sig^ht, 
all fear fa gbne, gtery and delight are kindlod up 
in tlie sotil, nk) wrath Is^now ae€ia in Gk)d, Jesus the 
Saviour, smiles with ineAsblegraoe, and the whole 
scene is changed. • 

-^It is atfoi^ed, however^ that there are variouB 
operations, and that BoAie> are carried thriough 
stronger and more sensible exercises than others. 
And it is believed that <nany pass this ffreat and 
in^ortant change without kno winglt. 'Hiey know 
that they have ijertain exercises of mind, but do 
not know that they are born again. It is cuiBtom- 
ary however, to submit to an examination by the 
minister, aad'some or all of th« ^urch, to which 
the subject proposes: to join; they examine the 
statfe of the, iso^, and ^aBs their judgihent. If in 
fcvourof the subject's having bieen bom again, all 
is well, and the church receives the candidate j 
but if hot, if the account^ be not satisfactory, the 
candidate is rejected^ arid it is -a rate case that 
such ever again make any pretensions to regener- 
atii>n. •. ; • ^ * 

Let us rtow examine these new-bom children of 
ffrace. How do they differ Trom other people, or 
from what tKey ha4 been ? It is contended that 
their naturd is changed, that a -mdical metamoi^- 
phose Is efTect'ed, that the difference is such as jus- 
tsfies the belirf, Uiat the person in the state they 
were formerly in, "was justly deswying endless 
misery! but now aiawful^ heir of everlasting lifev 

My friends j we. are acquainted with many of 
theise people, we hav^ lived in society with them 
as long as we have livcdj Now, the question is, 
how do they diflTer from other people ;? Will it be 
said that we should do wrong; to inquire concern-, 
ing the characters and conduct ibf our religious^ 
Q^i^hlH^ ? Wejfeply, the inquiry is by no m^«|»{^ 
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designed to operate uneharitably towards any, Tinf 
tiie Object is too importiEuit' to dismiss without a 
c^andid. investigation^ It 1$ poetended that tbere 
jure two classes of people, one class are heaiyea-. 
born and heaven-bound^ the other class are the^^ 
children of the devil, and are hastening hooie to. 
thekr father^ kingdom of darkness: and roiBeiy;- 
that: we all belong, to. one or the other of these 
classes ; that tiiose who profess to be bom again,, 
and who. belong to. Christian churches, are the 
children of Obd, and that those who>. do ^ot are of 
the other cast. . 

Now we inquire to knQW the. difference. There 
is none in regard tp» all natural ' things. Both 
classes are alil^ in respect io ev^ry thing visiWe.; 
Those Njrhotell us.that they are .bora again live qnr 
the same kind of food, drink the^sanie kind of drink, 
breathe the same slus as others do, and appear to 
sleep like other people, eras they did before ^hey* 
were born ^again. The body, then,, is . the sanie in- 
both classes. The difference eti^ust be in their minds. 
But what difference is.there in" their- minds ? --You 
are acquainted with botJi olji^ses^ whatvdifference 
dp you di^coveir ? Let candor be .exercised pit thi^ 
question.' P^ we disco^ier an J- more vpf what we 
«re informed are heavenly principles in those whpv 
say they are bom again, than iii others ? Are they 
more honest,, more just, niore merciful, more ready 
to forgive an injury j more charitable to the poor 
and needy.; do they appear to be,destitute of pride, 
of resentment, of hypocrisy^ deceit, of aiiy disposi-. 
tion to oyarreach in bargains ; .can you trade with 
them with less caution than with others ? If you 
please, yjgu may compare ^ those who make the^ 
greatest pretensions to this hew and holy nature, 
with the unr^generate scribes, pharisees and re- 
ligious people among- the Je\^s, in the days 6f Je- 
sus on earth, and endeavour to ascertain the differ^- 
ence. These professors, how suppose that those^ 
unregenerate Jews nre" now In hell, because they 
were i^bt jborn ag^ain in this lifc^ h^t expeet to be isk 
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haaven themselvedy ia a few daysmore, because 
the J have had this great change. Now compare 
them- Wh?it is the difference ? Those Jews be- 
lieved that they were the favourites of heaven, ap 
do these ; they looked on themselves to be righte-^. 
ous and others to be wioked, so do these; ihose. 
condemned sinners to everlasting wrath, so do 
these ; /those w^re highly, incensed against Jesua 
becausf^. he was a fri^d to publicans and sinners^ 
these. are offended at, the same thing; thoBebe^ 
Ueyed that God- loved them and abhorred others, 
so da these ; those>said all man^nerof evil agiiinst ^ 
those who believcfd Aad* propagated the love of 
God .to sinners, so do these.; those^ persecutedr 
those who were not of their persuasion, so do these. 
Naw> my brethren, what is. the -difference I 

IfcyOu. please, you.may compare these new-bora 
people with the unregenerate Mahometans ; what 
is the moral difference i Th^ Mahometans believe 
that God loves them and hates the Christiahs, these 
believe that God love^^ them and hates the Mahom- 
etans; and they reciprocally doom each other to 
eternal wrath. They both agree that they can. 
enjoy heaven hereafter without the company of^ 
each other ; each expect to. be made - eternally 
happy, while the other is eternally miserable. 
These new-born scms.aredesirous.to convert every^ 
body to. their qreed, and so ar^ the Mahometans. 

After pursuing this inquiry to any reasonable 
length, the fact is, it xesufts in nothing more favour-, 
able to these high pretenders, than tO; allow them 
a common rank among mankind, ^ It will, beingas-^. 
sisted with candor and diarity) place this olasa of 
human, beings just about oh a^ level* witb the^ reat,, 
with the exception of what is peculiar to supersti^. 
tion, which is always inclined to persecute who- 
ever does not confirm to its dpgmas.' Far be it 
from us, to withhold from our religious professors, ^ 
what is their due.^ We find them, in common life, 
like others. Some of them ares in all rea^ct»^ 
^ wbai we aU ought to be i und thid iB tttio OM^'^iVi^. 
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many, who make oa {pretensions to this new birth. 
Othctrs are what w^^ail ou^ht to endeavour not. to 
be, and the same may be^said of those who make 
no profession. This conclusion is made as the re- 
milt of maiiy years' inquiry a^nd qarefiU observation, 
concerning men and. tneir pretensioxis^. 

From what has been «aid, we oonolude that 
wrong notions concerning the new birth have been 
entertained ki^ the church, and that these^ ^rrws 
have ted to unhappy coosequenoes, making some 
bigoted and cei^sorkms,. i^ tending to lead oth? 
ers to despair of the- ^vjsar of heaven, because 
they had not passed throjugh^ this unaQOOuntable 
laad mysteriousxhange. 

We may now ask why this pasi^agis of scripture 
should be so consktied as to disprove the doctrine 
of the grace of God to all mankipd ? Let this new 
birth mean whatever itm^y, there is no intimation 
in the text or iti^oonnQxipn, that all men may not 
be born again. ^ . - - 

If this new birth can be brought about by hu« 
man agency, then it would seem that idl men ihay 
be born again 4 and if not-^if this new birth is 
wholly the work of God, certainly. God is «i able 
tQ produce this change in all men as in one. And 
if this change be necessary in order f<^ map tQ be 
revived into everlasting happinessi in the eternaf 
world, and if^God be an imj^rtial being, no doubt 
he will in this way prepare us ajl for that state of 
bliss. 

Put, says the hearer^ do yo^ or do you not he* 
lieye in the necessity of the new b|rth? Wc^ an- 
swer, we do most Bincerely tel|eve the- words of- 
our Saviour to Nioodemus-^'^ExQ^ a man be 
born «gaiQ, he caniiot se^ the ki^gdon^ of God." 

^That we may ui;i(dec)stand th^ sobjeot, let us, 

1st. inquire wha^ thj^ Saviour meant .by the 
kingdom, of- God ; tod, - 

S> What be meant by being born amijni by whicb 
^be mt^ect may see this kingdom. 
Bjrthe kingdom elf Qk>d/vreX^^^tSv4 Saviour' 
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meant the gdspd wUch he preached, with all iu 
pnnciplesand blefisingsto mankind. The follow- 
lag paasages eupport this sentiment : Mat: xii. 28, 
^^ut if I east out devils by ihe spirit of God, then 
the kingdoQi of God is come unto you ;" xxi/^1^ 
** Verily I say utito you^ that the publicans and the 
kfitlot^jfo into th^ kingdom of God befoire Jreu ;** 
43, " Therefore say I unto you, the kingdom of 
Crod shall be taken (tofa you, nhd giyen unto a 
nfition bringing forth the fruits thereof.'^ By 
these passages, it seems that the Saviour intended 
to inform the relij^ious Jews, that he came to them 
with the go^pri kingdom, but that they refused td 
eoter into it, but that publicans and harlots would 
more willin^y receive it than they ; and that on 
&^ refusing it, it would be given to the Gentiles, 
who wcHiId reoeive it and obey its laws. M^k U 
14, Id, >' Now, aftei^ that John was put an prisotii 
Jesus came .into Galilee, pleaching the. gospel of 
the kingdom of God. And saying, the time is 
ifUiilied, and the kingdom^ of God is at hand ; 
repent ye, and believe the gospel ;" it. 116, ht. 
^^ And he said, so is the. kingdom of God, as if a 
man- should cast seed into the ground ; and should 
sleep -and rise night and day, and the s^ed should 
spring and grow tip, he khoweth not hoW. Tot 
the earth bringeth forth fruit of hetlsdi! ; first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full com in the 
es^.^^-^'^And he said, Whereunfo shall! liken the 
kingdom of God ? or with What tjomparison shall 
we eompafe it } It is like a grain of mustard seed, 
which when it is sown in the earth, is less than 
alkthe seeds that be in the earth ; but vvhen it is 
sown it groweth up, and becoroeth greater than . 
all herbs-, that the fowls of the air may lodge 
jinder the shadow of it." Luke xvi. 16, "The 
law and the prophets were until John ; since that 
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every 
man presseth into it ;'' xvii. 20, 21, " And when 
he was demanded of the pharisees when the king- 
, dom of God should coiae, he answered ttiem^ t>ftft 
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king&m of God cometh not with" db$[erva11dti. 
Neither shall the^ say, lo here ; or lo. there ! fof 
behold the kiagdom of God is withm ybti." Mat 
xtii^SS, "Another parable spake he Hnto them. 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaVen, which 
a woman took and hid yn three measures of meal, 
till the whole Witfs Ifeavened.'* Bom. xiv. 11^ " Foi^ 
the kingdom ^f God is' not meat and drink ^ but 
righteousness and peaco^ and joy< ia "the Holy 
Ohost." 1 Cor. tv. 20, *^For the fcingdonl of God 
is not in word, but in powerw" These and many 
more passages which might be quoted, V'Ory plain- 
ly show that the gospel dispensation, its (aws, its 
requirementd, its joys and its peace^ are '^signified 
by the kingdom of God, or kingdom of Jteaven. 
And it is worthy of notieoy that the forerunner 6f 
j£suaprtoched,«aying, Repent, ibr the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand ; and that J Jesus am} his 
disdples preached in the same ihanner. ' 

' Our next inquiry will be directed to know what 
pn^aration- was tieeessajnF in order to intiroduce 
the Pharisees amx>ag the Jews.into this kingdom. 
Nicodemus was one of the rulers of the Jews^and 
no do^bt a reVgious character. ^ He aeknowledged 
that- Jesus Was a teacher come from God, but it 
seems he did not understand the spiilt and nature 
of the gospel and doctrine which he;taught. Now 
when Jesus. said to thia Jew, ** Except a man be 
^orii again he cannot 'see tM kingdom pf God,'' 
there can be no reaspnable doubt, that heme^nt, 
that a change of sentiments and 6pinions,. of views 
and. of feeUngs, .was necessary to take place in 
him, in order for him to receive, and enter into 
the kingdom of G^, so great and so entire, as to 
be suitably represented by being Ix^n again. 
• • But the idea of a radical change of nature is by 
no means admissible. Nature is the same before 
birth as it is afterward. But as the new-borti 
child is barn to the visibility of the light of the 
natural world> so is one whp is converted from 
tJbte errors of supersUtiqn^ whether Jew or Gentile) 
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ta the light, of the s^Qfi^uft^spel of Jeeus Christ. 

This, change^ this new birth^ is effected in the 
rational powers and faculties pf man by meaas of 
infotmation', which operate to change the senti- 
ments^ and to remove the errors of the mind, and 
of course to chsmge the affectioiis of the heart. 

The nature of this new birth is signified by the 
following scriptures : See Mark x. 15— r" Verily 1 
say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the 
: kingdom of God as- a little child, he shall jiut enter 
therein." Jn thejplao^ wh^re our text is recorded, 
JesuB ^Skdi, ** Except a man be born of water, Jiud 
^f the spirit,, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of Grod.'^ Water is used for cleansing, and it is 
'the spirit that quickeneth ; but water does not 
ehangie the nature .of the thing which it cleanser; 
and what thcf spirit quickens is that which it 
cleansed by the water. Now, it is evident that 
the water . which cleanses men is the word of 
trutb, or -the testimony of ^he gospel ; and the 
ispirit that, quickens is the spirit pf love^ and grace, 
which a knowledge of divine truth kindles and 
wake^ up in the soul. . We read of this birth in 
John i. 12, IS, "But as many as receive him, to 
them gave he power to become the sond of God, 
even to- them that ,belieye on his name : which 
were born> not of blood, nor pf the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man^butof God," By 
this it appears that a belief in the word, or doc- 
trine of Christ produces this birth,, which is 
attributed hot tO the will of man, but of Godi 1 
John v.. 1-, "Whosoever believed that Jesus is 
the Christ, is born- of God." 1 St. Peter i. 22, &c. 
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth through the spirit unto the unfeigned 
Ipvfe of the brethren, Isee that ye love one another 
with pure hearts fervently. Being born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but ofx incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liVeth and abideth for ever. 
For all flesh is asi grass, and all the glory of m^w 
as the Sower of grass, the grass vn.tli\^t^\\\^ «cA 
9 
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the flower fhereof faDeth awBy : but the word ef 
the Lord ehdurefh for ever. . And this is thi6 word 
which by the gospeVis preached unto you.^ To 
these representations we add the words: of St 
Paul, Col. i. 13, " Who hath delivered vlb ftwn 
the power of darkness, and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of his dear s6|i." 

When all these scriptures are put togisther, and 
when they are carefully and rationaDy considered, 
it appears that their true meaning signifies the 
conversion of men from false doctrines to the true 
knowledge of God^ from the spirit of error to the . 
spirit of truth. We cannot conceive of: anything 
so mysterious and unaccountable as the changing 
the nature of man in a moment, and making of 
him a being different in nature from what he was 
before. — But we can reasonably believe that by 
being instructed, by being brought to the know 
ledge of the nature and spirit of the gospel of 
God's unchangeable love to mankind, not only 
diiferent views, but different feehn^ and affections 
are realized in the niind. 

'* ^is education ibnns the common mind; 
Jttt as tlM twi^ is bent the tree *» incliaad.^ 

If we look at the superstitious pharisees among 
the Jews, we shall find that their education was 
such as to render them most inimical to the gospel 
of Jesus. They vainly fahcied that; they were 
righteous, that their rites, traditions and formu- 
laries were alt well pleasing to God, and that Jesus 
and his disciples, because they did not conform to 
their way, were the worst of men, and the doctrine 
they preached the most abominable of hei'esles. 
They verily believed that God hated all such 
perverse and wicked beings, and they were of the 
same temper, they hated Jesus, they hated his 
apostles, they hated the gospel. Under all 
these circumstances, under the ponderous weight 
of all their traditions, we may easily conceive how 
hard it was for them to receive and acknowledge 
fesuB and his testlmouy \ ^vA \vo^^ itw^^'s&Mft. it 



r, whfle: covered with sudi tiiick darkness ipr 
them to see, or' enter into the kingdovrpf God, 
whicK is the gospd of his grace. . 

-Or, if we contemplate the state of the Gentnes, 
a people educated in the grossest idolatry, and in 
the habit of serving their many gods in a manner 
shocking to^humanity, we can conceive at ooce 
how hard it was for them to turn from their dumb 
idols to si^ve the living God. 

There is- npit recorded in history, perhaps, a 
more remarkable case of the conversion of an 
individual, than we have of the conversion of St. 
Paul. Now, there cai^ be no doubt, but this man 
passed through what our Salviour meant by being 
born again ; and, in fact, our Christian people, 
who make of this iiew birth such a mystery, all 
acknowledge that St. Pavd was really born again. 
Biit let us humbly ask the question^, if this child of 
grace ever gave such a relation about being born 
^fain as our young converts do in these times ? 

We are, knowing to what bur ti:aditions have 
established, and we have heard eonvertsrelat^ 
that they saw the justice of God in their ever- 
lasting condemnation, have felt the most torment- 
ing fears of being cast Into hell, and have been 
brought to realize the positive certainty of such a 
state hereafter. But, my friends, do you read 
Anything like all this in the /several accounts of 
St. Paul's conversion ? . No ; certainly he gave 
no such relation. ''^ Nor is there any such relation 
recorded in the scriptures of the exercise of any, 
who were converted to Christianity. 

These frightful stories and terrible representa- 
tions are brought into fashion for a certain purpose, 
which superstition can better, promote by such 
means, than by simple honest truth. . 

Our subject may be represented by those 
changes which sometimes t^ke place in the minds 
of men respecting political governments. 

If we east our minds back to the time when 
these 3t^t&9 were under the 6riti8\i gov^tiMXv^ivX^ 
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we find a people, who,, notwithstanding' they had 
a strong sense and love of liberty, were educated 
in the monarchial system, and had many predilec** 
tions in favour of a kingly government. And when 
the full time had come, lor a new svstem to be 
introduced, ^and a few. enlightened politicians 
boldly stepped forward to point out the corruption 
of monarchy, and the oppreasion$'it was nufedi- 
tating to fix on the people in all future time, and 
to call the attention of Americans to the true 
system of political liberty, and a representative 
governiTient, the times presented many featurei^" 
similar to those when the gospel was first proi^t-r 
gated in the world. . ^ 

In one view of the great subje"fct,,tbe Saviour 
said, "Think not that i am come to send peace on 
earth ; I came not to send. peac6, but a swordv 
For I am come to set a man at variance against 
his father^ and the daughter against her mother^ 
and the daughter-in-law against her raother-in- 
law. And a, maa's foe^ shall be they of his own 
household." So was it iti the tryiiig day when ar 
nation was to. be born again,. politlcaWy speaking. 
Such were the views of many, arid such their love 
for the distinctions of monarchy , for the differ^ic^ 
of th6 higJt. and low, that they had rather part 
with every thing 61se,, than to part with their 
notions of king, of lord, and the trappings of mon- 
archy. To such it might have been said, that- 
unless they were born again they <5ould not enter 
into the system of liberty, and the rights of man. 
What an amazing change was' effected in the 
minds of the people in the times to which we 
allude. - This change may very,jusfly be called a 
political regeneratian. The sentiments of men 
were chajiged, their habits broken tip, their mind» 
becs^me enlightened, and the couotry iemerged 
from political darkness to light, and Trom the 
power and dqqainion of tnoharchy to the system 
of rational liberty and independence. 
If\ye read tho' history of \\ve t^^otm^xWa. "ftooi 
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popery, we shall find a striking resemblance of our 
subject. For along tjipe there had been lit np 
one light after another, which shining through the 
dark clouds of popis,h superstitiofi and ecclesiasttcal 
tyranny^ seemed to promise reform; but as it 
fared with the. prophets of oM, «o did it happen to 
these first protestors ; but when the full time came 
for the work to commence in earnest, and to be 
carried o«i. with success, when Luther rose like a 
lijjht in a dark place, thfen did the work of eccle- 
siastical regeneration be^n. But how was, it 
opposed by the .powers of the church. How 
difficult was it for h people, who had heea- educated 
in that dark system of superstition to enter into 
the kingdom of this new order of things. How 
great wa^ the change and how difficult to be 
efiected. ^Thiswalsa regeneration in the affi^irs 
of, the churchy and men's .minds . had. to undergo 
no small change to relinquish, these relations to 
popery^ and to take up their conxtexiond with the 
reformed church. 

Similar observations and remarks mi^ht be 
made respecting the dissenters from, the episcopal 
church ^ and also respectiog n)ore modern dissen- 
ters item the presbyterian and congregational 
communions. ~ . * 

But, my friends, the work of regeneration is 
not yet finished in this world ; the necessity of 
men's being born again, still continues. The 
decline of the church was gradual, from its prim- 
itive purity; it. went down step by step ; one 
oorrqption after another was introduced and sanc- 
tionefd as orthodox ; and it must be regenerated in 
the same manner, by degrees : and every step 
which is taken is a new birth, and we pray fop 
regular pains and safe deliverance I / ; 

The present day seems by no means diesimilar 
to former periods. The gospel, as Jesus pro- 
daimed it, a system of impartial love and salvation 
to the. world, is now performing the miracle of 
regeneration^ and thousat^ls «f q boxu^^^m^^sik 
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the partial systems and oreecbs of the ehurch, to 
the aoknov^ledgment Of thg uniyefsal mercy and 
grace of Zion's King. These tirnes present us the 
same symptoms of moral discH'der as all past times 
of reformation experienced. He that is born 
after the flesh persecutes him that is born after 
the spirit. Partiality is partiality, whether in Jew, 
Greek, Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Presby teriacn, 
Congregationdist, Baptist, or any other sect or de- 
nomination. And though the Jew and the Gentile 
may widely disagree, they will unite tO'persecute 
Jesus and his doctrine. Though Herod and Pilate 
were enemies, they were friends w;hexi Jesus was 
to die. / 

It is but a few days since we saw certain denom- 
inations,- now among us, at the greatest distance 
one from another, holding, no- kind of fellowship ; 
but now made -friends, have joined hands to put 
down this monstrous Tieresy, which threatens to 
deluge our cottntry with the belief that ^he Father 
of our spirits is good unto all, and that. his tender 
mercies are over all his works ! To these people 
we say, as Jesus said to Nicodemus, '^ Bxcept a 
man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." The Jews said that Jesus was a Samaritan, 
and had a devil ; they said he was a friend to pub-^ 
licans and sinners. My brethren, we have just 
such Jews now, and just such a friend to publicans 
and sinners-, - 

Having extended the illustrations of our subject 
as far as the present opportunity will justify, let us 
endeavour to profit by a few roflections designed 
to improve our Christian graces. 

You will recollect the many exhortations, which 
the Saviour gave to his disciples, and which the 
apostles used to incite believers to stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ had made them free. 
It is not enough that we are born again, that we 
have passed from death unto life, we must conduct 
ourselves as the children of God, w^ must obey 
the laws of this new Idngdom Vxito ^McK we are 
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torn. The Law, the supreme law of fdhg Em- 
manuel, is impartiied love to all mankind, it requires 
that we do to others as we would that they should 
do to us ; and we are to measure to all men such 
measure as we are willing to receive. 

This Is the law, and this the rule of the kingdom. « 
And if we know that we are not conformed to 
these requirements, let us listen to the voice of 
our Redeemer, who says, Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. 

This kingdom is a realm of light, therefore we 
must let our light shine before men, that they, 
beholding our good works, may glorify our Father 
who is in heaven. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON yin. i 

/HE CONDEMNATION Or FALSE EELIEF. * 
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2THESSALONUN8 II.U,12. 

"And fi>r this came God sliall send them strone delusion, that th^ should 
believe a lie ; that they all might be damned who believe not lie truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 

Mr friends, we are called to the consideration 
of this remarkable passage of divine truth, for the 
same reason for which we have been so often in- 
vited, in a pressing manner, to explain naany other 
particular portions of the sacred testimony. 

The general system of doctrine, which we^pro- 
fess to believe, enibracin^ the whole family of our 
- race of being as the subjects of the divine good- 
ness, and salvation by Jesus Christ ; and our public 
labours having been, in some measure, specially 
directed to convince our hearers of so glorious a 
truth, and one so favourable to the rational happi- 
ness of mankind^ seem to have excited some alarm 
among our brethren who profess a belief that lim- 
its the divine goodness, and embraces but a few of 
mankind in the designs of mercy. This alarm has 
called into action the energies of our oppouenis, 
who seem to have exerted themselves in search- 
ing the scriptures to find testimony to disprove 
the universal, impartial goodness of our heavenly 
Father. Such passages as have been most relied; 
on^ as ^vldeace in this case have been, from time 
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to time jHresented for our solution, which has been 
the cause of our so frequent attention to soripturefl 
of this coiriplexion,. The passage now read for 
oonsicferation was presented with ^n urgent re- 
Kuest that it should be noticed as early as thi& 
evening ; and it is in compliance with this urgent 
solicitation that we propose our present labours. 

Notwithstanding! these frequent requests hav^ 
induced your public servant to most laborious ex- 
ertions, and to no small fatigue of both mental and 
physical powers,, yet he feels more than compen- 
sated by the favourable success which has evi- 
dently attended his feeble exertions, and the very 
extensive attention to the doctrine of universal 
goodness which has thereby been excited^ not only 
in. this vicinity, but in many parts of the/country, 
occasioned by your liberally patronizing the pub- 
lication of those discourses. This reflection brings 
to mind the wisdom and goodness^ of God, Itx that 
he makes use>f the smallest means, and means 
which are despised by the wisdom of ihis world, 
to extend the knowledge of his grace and the glory 
of his name. Being supported by these encour- 
ageinents, vte are neither weary not faint in our 
minds, but fe^l determined not to shun to declare 
the whole counsel >of God^ manifested in him, who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time. . .. p^ ■ " 

The method by w^hich we propose ^treating ou* 
subject is the following. 

I. State in a concise «nanner the way in which 
this passage is -generally uaed to prove that ow 
heavenly Father will finally prove unmerciful to 
some of his national offspring, 

II. Endeavour to disprove this conimon use of 
the text, by rational argument and by smptiure 
testimony. . And, ^ -. 

III. Attempt to explain the true sense of the 
text in harmony with the impartial goodness of 
God to mankind. 

The wajrJnwhieb this passage is u^^lo^t^Ti^ 
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that God will finall j be for ever unmercdfiil to 
of the human race is the foUowfng — 1. It is 
dently believed that error in doctrine is bo ve 
fensive to the divine Being that he is dispos 
punish those who believe in false doctrine 
nally, as a penalty for the crime of mich I 
This idea of the everlasting punishment of Ik 
or false doctrine, has Ions' been entertainec 
nourished in the bosom of the church, and 
the civil power was under the control of the cl 
heresy was a crime which was punished with d 
Thus the stake and fieigots were the powerfi 
. gumenta by which the divine displeasure ag 
error, was faithfdly maintained ! And even 
excruciating tortures were considered as mea 
mercy, by which it was hoped a reformation i 
possibly be effected ; while it was believed 
that beyond a shadow of doubt, that the torn 
which awaited the heretic in the future world 
infinitely more sevei^e than those which wei 
flicted by ecclesiastics who professed to have 
passion on these victims of divine venge) 
Though it has pleased our merciful Father iu 1 
en to render the power weak, which OKercised 
barbarity on mankind, yet among many the ( 
ment, that those who imbibe error are obno 
to eternal wrath, is held a^ sacred truth ; so 
we often hear zealous professors lamenting th< 
of such, who go out of this world in a belief ^ 
differs from their own. 

2. As the belief of error is thought to be i 
iently criminal, in the mind of God to justifi} 
in making his rational offspring for ever misei 
that this ungracious end may be brought t 
constantly with justice, it is believed that 
sends strong delusion into the minds of his 
tures, that they may believe a lie, that lie 
have a just occasion to damn them. 

3. Tradition has fixed the meaning of the \ 
damned, damnation, condemnation, &c. to m 
a »tate af endless mlfterf m liScy^ ^tox^^^xlt 
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will riot tillow that these words maybe used toex*- 
press the cDnditian of unbelievers and sinners in 
the presei^t state. * Thus the unraereiful scheme is 
made dut,and the text under consideration is m^de 
to speak and maintain the awful dootrinfe of the 
endless misery of a great portion of the human 
race. 

Let us now ca]l these opinions in question, and 
see if reason- and scripture will at all countenance 
this common use of our text. Why should error 
Iti opinion be so highly offehsiye to the- God of 
truth as to move him to exercise an unmerciful 
vengeanqp on those who are blinded by it ? The 
divine Being receives no damage from our mis- 
takes,, hens by no means injured bv all the errors 
that ever existed in the world* That we may be 
able to judge correctly on this subject, let us bring 
it within thfe reach of common observation. , Sup- 
pose a large number of the citizens of this me- 
tropolis should entertain wrorlg notions concerning 
the line of Conduct which thd chief executive of* 
the United Stateshas determined to pursue. Those 
opinions, though altogether erroneous, have no 
power either tQ injure the president, to disap- 
point him in his purposes, or to change either his. 
miiid or his measures. Suppose furthermore, that 
the president comes to the knowledge of these 
false opinions, would he act like a reasonable mag- 
istrate if he suffered himself to be offended with 
these citizens on account of their errors, or could 
his conduct be upheld by the.etern^i law of justice 
should he proceed to deprive them of every possi- 
ble enjoymentj, and to subject them to every suf- 
fering which his ingenuity could invent? My 
friends^ do you believe that our law characters 
and judges of jurisprudence would openly and zeal- 
ously contiend, that these citizens, who were so 
very base as to entertaii;i wrong opinions concern- 
ing the president's schemes, ought in justice to be 
put to the worst of deaths ? Do you think that 
these characters would undertake to, mtika \X\^ 
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people Belteye that these men ought to die for the 
^ory of the presideijt, and for^he honour of his 
wrath ? However absurd this may appear to the 
eye of candor,. it ig but a taint represehtaiion oif 
this notion concerning tfe justice of punishing ra- 
tional beings eteirnally, for the errors found in tneir 
religious creeds. Whatever errors tliere may be, 
^nd truly there is enough of them, they certainly 
cannot iiyure the ^eat omnipotent goYernor and 
president of the nni verge ; they cannot, in any pos- 
sible ways tend to derange or frustrate ^his all-wise 
plans and measures of government. Why then do 
Qur pretended divines, who profess to be learned 
in the science of divinity, openly and bbldly con- 
tend that we all ought to be punished for ever and 
ever because we have erred in our opinions ? Why 
do they represent the independent ruler o( all 
worlds as being infinitely offended at our mistakes ? 
Or why do they pertinaciously contend that this 
everlasting condemnation is indispensable for the 
• glory of God's vindictive justice ? 

What earthly father woulii punish his offspring 
urimereifully because they, in'consequence of their 
ignorance, should entertain wrong opinions re- 
specting his plans and future conduct ? , 

Will you say^ this is all nothing but carnal reas- 
oning ? We reply; true and natural reasoning is 
not carnstl, it is such as our blessed Redeemer em- 
ployed in giving divine instruction to the people, 
who listened to heai: the gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth. He who was sent of 
God reasoned as follows.: '' T^hat man is there of 
you, whom if his son asV bread will give him a 
stone ? Or if he ask a fish, will he. give him a ser- 
pent? If ye then, being evtl^ know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more shall 
your Father which is in heaven give ^ood things 
to them that' ask him? In this reasoning, the Sa- 
viour calls the attention of his hearers to the con- 
sideration of the parental affections and Iqve, and 
inculcates the idea tliat ovxr heavenlv Father is as 
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ntue^t Jdhder to his dependent ol&i^iiig than earthly 
fiarents^ as he is more perfect in wprM goodness. - 
Now if we put the least dependent in. this reason- 
ing of 4he blessed Red^emer^ tln^e remains not a 
shadow of propriety in the noti^m-that the great 
Father of our spirits can treat us unmercifuny fop 
owf errors. - 

liet us examine a ea^ or two of the Saviour's 
reasoning, where he notices^ not only errors in 
opinion, but perv^er^jaess and obduracy in spirit 
and disposltiom Y:ou will readily call to mind that 
remarkal;)Ie instn»3tiye parable of the labourers in 
the irineyard. It evidently appears that those who 
went to their labours in the morning, having con- 
tracted, for a penny a day, were> settled in the 
t)pinion that they who came into the vineyard at 
the eleventh hour would not receive so much at 
evening as they. It moreov^ appears th^t when 
those first came to see that those who had wrought 
but one hour were paid every man a penny, they 
then conceived an^opiiiiion that they should receive 
mcn-e ; but being paid, according to contract, every 
man a penny, it.6eetes that they immediately imr 
Wbed another wrong opinion, for they thought that 
the conduQt of the householder was unjust. . They 
therefore, "mutmure4 against the good man of the 
house, saying; these, last have wrought but one 
hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, 
which have borne the burden and heat of the day." 
Here were three erroneous, heretical opinions ; two 
of them concerning what labourers were to receive, 
and the other of the heinous character of accusing 
the great and good householder of uiijust rewards. 

Now, my friends, how were these murmuring 
heretics dealt with ? Were they deprived of the 
penny they had earned and^reoeived ? Were they 
put to unmercifur tortures for their; errors, and 
murmurings ? No, they were treated kindly and 
rebuked in mercy. -^ Friend, I do thee no wrong ; 
didst not thou affree with me for a penny ? Tak^ 
that thine h, ana sp thy way^ I will give uiite \Xv\^ 

JO Digitized by GoOglC: 



ll 



m 

'n 

m 
o 



tlO MkLLOUV NCHMMrU 

last, eren as unto thee. Is it nolIiawfQt for nteto L 
' do what I will with nuAe own i la thine eye eid r 
because I am good.** r. 

Another instance of error in opinion^ noticed by ^ 
the divine teacher, is the case ol the (Hrodigal son. 
After being' chastised by hiff own foQy and the prov- 
idence of God mto a state of humble penit^iteef 
and after he had formed the highly oommendable 
resolution to go home to his lather, ha then ent^ 
tained an erroneous sentiment rec^>ecting the terms 
on which his father would receive him and gsant 
him bread. Not as a son, but as aivhired servant 
did he hope to be received ; not as a free unmerit* 
ed gift, but as the recompense of labour did he aa* f 
ticipate eating bread in his Father's house. Hare l 
are two heretical oiHuions, pursuant to which IJm p 

Erayer of the humWed proibgate was presented to ^ 
is Father. Hia creed embraced two notions, by "" 
no means uncommon in our times. 1st. That by 
trans^ession sonship is lost, and 2d. IPlmt by worto 
the smner must expect to obtain the bread of life 
My dear friends j did these errors so provoke th« 
father as to induce him to vindictive wrath f In _ 
room of th^ affections of a father, did the son re* "^ 
ceive the unmerciful vengeance of a tyrant ? No, * 
these errors were quickly removed by a gorgeous '}' 
shining robe, the choicest in the fa&er's posses- ' 
sion, by a glittering ring on his hand and shoes o& ^ 
his feet, by festivity graced with music and dano- - 
iitff. In agreement with these arguments St. Paul ^ 
indicates that our great high priest has " compas- ^ 
sion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of 
the way." If we would have a correct idea how ■ 
our heavenly Father treats those who are in ewor, 
we may be assured that this treatment is the same ^ 
with that exercised by truth on those in error, by • 
love on such as hate, by light on such as are ia ] 
darkness. " ;^ 

This common sentiment, which arms the Father ' 
of mercies, with implacable wrath against his ctt- / 
ing offsprmf while \\ ift \ug\A^ di&^onourable to ^ 



rant cmd tormtatii^ to mflnj gives uBbtmided lati* 
tide to the c^nsOriduB spirit of bigotry and super- 
itition, while it propels, with wonderful facility, 
ihe {ponderous machinery of persecution. From 
all ^is wei appeal to ^ur all-grjeicious and merciful 
high priest) who has compasrioa on the ignorant, 
aud on them that are out of the way, who k>ved 
us and gave himself for us, and who washed us 
from oiir sins in his own blood. 

Accordingly as we have promised, we will now 
proceed to explain our subject in harmony with the 
universal, impartial goodness of our Father in 
heaven. In doin^ this it will be necessary to show, 

1st. The occasion of the delusion noted in oar 
text. 

2d. The nature of this delusion; and, 

Sd« The nature and utility of the condenmation 
which is consequent on this dekuBion. 

Ey casting our eyes ov^ the context, we find 
4hat the Apostle was speaking of people who re- 
ceived not the love of the truth. And it is evident 
.^at these are they who are the subjects of the de- 
lu^n and condemnation lotentioned in our text ; 
and their not reoeiviag the love of the truth the 
reason why God sent tidis delusion on them. This 
is further strengthened by the conduding chtuse 
of the text itseff.' ^^ That they all might be daoto- 
ed who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrightechisness." Th^. having pleasure in un- 
righteousness, and their receiving not the love of 
the truth are necetsrsarily connected ; for whoever 
does not love the truth; of course loves unrighte- 
ousness. 

We now have occasion to bring into view the 
universal) impartial goodne6st)f^k)d, to mankind as 
the grand truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
want of the love of wmch subjects men to stirong 
delusion and^xmdomnation, and ptOives that they 
have pleiMMire in unrighteousness. Perhaps the 
hearer may think that too much ia here asramed, 
4uid that the ground taken is aot tenable \ ^X>t 
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the as&istaiide of careful attetitiod thuwholeafjlfii- 
ment will appear as clear a« Iig^ht in a mom eat. 
This simple fact proves the whofe, Tia Tmk truth 
Is WHAT WE OUGHT TO LOVE. Whocvcp teve» a 
doctrine, which is contrary to universal, impartial 
goodness, has pleasure in unrighteousness. But 
in Tlniversal, impartial goodness there i^ no u^^ 
righteousness. These statementspare self-evident 
facts, and prove to- a moral certainty the ground 
we have taken. / 

<. Among all the opposers of impartial grace, anii 
universal salvation by Jesus Christ, we tod none 
who are hardy ebough to state in so many words, 
that they do not desire to have the doctrine true. 
They will say they do not believe it, they will say 
that the whole bible is opposed to itj they will call 
it heresy^ the doctrine ordevtts 5 they will eayat is 
this strong deJugion namied m oUr text, which God 
h^s deiaighed shall eyehtuftte in the endless misery 
t)f those who believe it j but after all you ask them 
to pause a moment^ ask thetn to. exercise candour, 
to call into action their best^ their most benevolent, 
and most god-like feelings, and then say whether 
they cordially love their own doctrine, which dooms 
tnillion» of the human family to endless Woe ? and 
they will answer in the- negative; •and with sup^ 
prise will ask you if you think them so ungodly as 
t^ deskethe everlasting misety of a- single soul ? 
But, my friea<te,, we must look on the dark side 
of h\nii;aii. nature, we must examine the awful gulf 
of human depravity 5 and however repugnant to aU 
goodness it may appear, it is^a fact, that low down 
m the dark, the bottomless pit of wickedjiess, in 
the sulphuribus fire oi^jealousy, pride and hate, lies 
the salamande^r of partiality. If there iiever had 
been hearts in thie world- that were in love with 
partiality,' the doctrine of universal, impartial 
goodness; would nevco* have been hated andcalled 
a heresy; iTl^is partiality is the. essence of un- 
righteatwness, and whoever loves it cannot love 
tfte trath.. 'this partiality^ therefbz^e, is that want 
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' of the love of ti^th^ and that pleasure in unrighte*- 
oufiness, which are the occasipa of the strong de- 
lusion mentioned in the passage before us. 
Let us now eiadeayour to understand the nature 

' of this strong delusion, which God hap sent to 
those who love the unrighteousness of parti^fty. 
Here we lind that this delusion is the natural ofT- 
sprXn^ of the partial^ carnal heart; it is a partial 
docirme. This delilsion is rendered strong by the 
wickedness of the heart. In the parable of the la- 
bourers^ we have the nature of our subject repre- 
sented to the. life ; and as we have already i^nprov- 
ed this portion of scripture to illustrate one bn^inch 
of our inquiiies, we may now call it to our assist* 
^nce in this- - First then observe, that those who 
bore the burden and heat of the aay received not 
the love of the. truth, they had pleasure in un- 
righteousness.. The t^uih was, the householder 
was impartially good to all, this truth these first 
labourers did not love, but had a. pleasure in the 
^xpectatioi^ that their fellow-labourers would be 
worse off than themselves at the close of day. 
Now what was this delusion? Answer, just ^uch 
as would iiaturally grow from such wicked hearts. 
They believed that the householder was altogeth- 
er like themselves, they believed that they were 
peculiar fayourites, and that there would be a wide 
differen;ce made between them and their fello^^i* 
labourers. And this delusion was rendered strong 
by the selfishness of their ungracious hearts. 

Another lively representation of this delusion, 
of the nature and strength of it, is given by the 
Saviour in the character of the elder son of the 
father of the prodigal. This son did not receive 
tjie love of the truth.. The truth was, the father 
loved both his sons equally, and his designs were 
impartially benevolent towards then*:.- But thid. 
truth the elder son did not love; but had pleasure 
in the unrighteous expectation that his brother 
would never more share of their father'^ love and 
bounty. Now thiB delusipn, as to onmm^^w^ 
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the natural pUfepring of his partial, kicked heart/ 
fie believed that his father was like himself, full 
of hatred and indication towards fiie miserable^ 
the wi-etehed prodigal ; and this delusion was ren- 
dered strong as the bars of a castle, by the wicked 
pleasure pir his partial heart/ Had* this brother 
entertained a love for the truth, had he loved his 
brother as he did himself^ had he been ex^cised- 
with kind fraternal affections, lie would havelong^ 
ed to see his brother return, he would have made 
Ihimself acquainted with the he^rt and will of his 
fether concerning his brother, and would have be* 
lieved in his goodness, his impartial goodness to 
his children-, and believing would have rejoiced. 
Bat his heart was different from thisand his mind 
was deluded into the opinion that there was no 
mercy for the prodigal. 

If it be asked why it is said that (xod shall send 
them strong delusion, and how it is consistent for 
the very fountain of truth to delude his (^^eatures^ 
it may be replied, that he no otha*wise does thid 
than by an estcLblished law in nature, by which 
every cause must be followed with its natural con- 
sequences. If men are possessed of partial ani 
corrupt hearts, if they are governed hy an un» 
charitable spirit, if, in one word, they fed that 
their happiness depends oif the, miseiy of their 
fMlow-creatures, the natural consequence is a re- 
ligious belief which is as partial as their corrupt 
hearts. By the prophet Isaiah Ood says, of th0 
house of Israel, ^*Thfey have chosen their own 
ways, and their soul delightefh 4n their abomina. 
tions. I also will choose their delusions, and wift 
bring their fears upon them." 

But our text says, ^'that they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but had plea- 
sure in unrighteousness. '* What occasions this 
damnation? Answer, their believing a lie. "For 
this cause God shallsend them strong delusion 
that they might believe a lie, that they all might 
he damned^ who beVicved.iaDt\VLQ it^Ith^b^t had 
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f)l^astipe in unrigftteousness.** Had they, not be- 
ieved a lie they woidd not have been damned. 
Now christian hearers, when and ^here can this 
dknmatioif exist ? The answer is plain i it being 
the consequence of believing a lie, of bcihff delud* 
6d, it exists in this time and state of unbelief and 
^luQion. If this delusion, if this lie shall exist 
in the mind of the deluded to all eternity, then 
might this condemnation exist as long. But if the 
cause be ever removed, then must the consequence 
wnxeto an end. It may be asked whether this 
damnation can be endured in this mortal state? 
It must exist where and when the delusion exists, 
for it depends on it» 

^c nave hoticcd that the wbrds damned, con- 
demned, &c., have been traditionally made to ap- 
pfy to a future, eternal state, but Jesus himself 
ipeaks as follows : "For God dent not hia son into 
the world to condemn the \world, bpt that the 
world through him might be saved. He that be- 
lieveth- on him is not condemned ; but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already ; because.hc hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten son 
of God. And this is the condemnat}bn, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darfaiess rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil." St. Paul 
speaks to Timothy of some as "having damnation," 
in the present tense. To the Romans he says: . 
*« He that dbubteth is damned if he eat." St. Peter 
speaks of some '* whose judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not and their damnation slumberetn 
not." All this reads in this WorM iwrhere unbelief 
and sin tire, aiid where their consequences are, I 

Let us notice the condemnation which the la- 
bourers suffered, who were told by the householder 
that he would give unto theiast even as unto them. 
This was a plain declaration of impartial truth and^ 
equal goodness. And this testimojav was that which 
condemned them. Hear the oondemnation of the 
brother of the prodigal, which was indicated hy iKe^ 
tollowjDff repijr of the father, ^"^Son, thou Ml es«^ 
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with irie, and all that I have is thiae. It was mee 
that we should make merry and be glad ; for thi^ 
thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; and wa^ 
lost and is /ound." Here we see that impartia 
and equal g^dness of the father., the love of which 
this elder brother did not receive, but had pleasure 
in the unrighteous expectation of the final exclu- 
sion of his brother from the favour and bounty of 
the father. It was this impartial goodness which 
condemned him who loved not his bTother. 

Let us here inquire if it were possible for the 
benevolent and bountiful father of these two sons 
to be equally and impartially good to them, with- 
out condemning the son who did not love his 
brother? Nq, this you all kno^y was impossible. 
Then let us ask for the nature and utility of this con- 
demnation. At once it is seen, that this condemna-^ 
tion was designed ta bring the condemned to a 
sense of truth and to, the love of the same, that he 
might be delivered from the pactiality and cruelty 
of his wicked heart, love his brother and rejoice 
in the father^s impartial favour. But if the con- 
demnation i9 extended beyond this object, and 
executed on the transgressor in a. way to prevent, 
this rfeturn to filial duty and brotherly love, it there- 
by sets up this, veny wicked principle which it con- 
demned. Therefore it is. clear that the damtiatioa 
mentioned in our text is designed to. aid the cgiuse 
of universal, impartial goodness. • 

To conclude :— rHow divinely amiable does our^ 
Father in heaven appear, when seen through the 
medium of these self-evident arguments. On the 
one hand he is inviting the profligate and profane 
from their prodigality and wretchedness, to his 
bounty and love; while on the other, he speaks tO' 
the superstitious a^d partial, who s^rethe subjects 
of this strong delusion,, in the melting^ .language; of 
parental affection, "Son, thou art ever with me,, 
and all I have is thine ; it was meet that we should 
Tnake merry arid be glad ; for this thy brother was 
^yady and^ia aiive again.-, he waaloat ^.ivdis found.'* 
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ST; MATTHEW Xin. 47— 60. 

**^ Again,, tli»kio^m of heaven is luce-anto a net that was east into the 
sea, and gathered of every. kind: — ^Which, when it was full, tliey drew- 

' to shore, and'«at down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the 
bed away. — So shall it be at- the end of the world: the angels slmPI 
come ibrth and aeifer the. wicked from among the jnstrr-And shall cast « 
them into the ruroace of fire; there shall he wailjng and gnashing of 



Christian friends, the passage no^ read in 
your hearing claims your most serious and candid 
attention, for the fcrflowing' reasons : 

K It was spoken by the great and good teacher, 
who was sent of God, as the way, the truth, and 
the life; and therefore treats of nothing but what 
we are all deeply interested to know, 

11. It is one of the many passages which, are 
usually employed in -support of the doctrine of an 
eternal state of indescribable tortures, in which 
the wicked are to suffer in the future state ; and 
therefore is a passage whiqh is necessarily called 
up for investigation in the great controversy which 
BOW ooeQpies the public mind, on the subject of 
doictrine. We say, the controversy which now 
occupiea the public mind ; for notwithstanding all 
the caution dsed by th« clergy to prevent the free 
discussion of the question, whether all men are 
embraced in the beneyolent designs of^iir Sa-^ 
viour's grace,- oronly a part, it is very evident that 
uo. question in divinity excites at this time so much 
^tc^est and attentipn as this. Fpr many years 
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after the doctrine of unlimited salvation was 
preached in thi« country, by a few faithful ambas- 
Badors of our divine master, the orthodox clergy 
Very frequently sought (^portuDities to investigate 
this great question, and to refute the doctrine for 
which these few contended/ But these affairs now 
wear a very different aspect. . In room of a desire 
to meet this weighty subject before the world, and 
contend against it, only where they expert to be 
answered, constant prudence is employed to direct 
the public mind to other topics, and never even to 
think of this, only as a subjeet embracing such 
dangerous tenets as to rend^ it unsafe to inquire 
into them, or listen for one moment to any argu- 
ments! in their support. By these means, the wis- 
dom of this world is endeavouring to make thcbest 
of the superstition and credulity of the people, thai 
is possible. To serve this interest l)y these means, 
the passage now before uB i» often recited to the 
following^urport : The Saviour has informed us 
concerning the awful ccmdition of sinners in '^e 
future state, by the application of the parable of 
the net that was cast into the sea. This net gatii^ 
ered of every kind, good and bad ; but when it 
was drawn on shor^, they sat down and made a 
separation, gathered the good into vessels, but east 
the bad away. Of this the following solemn and 
awful application is made. ^^ So shall it be at the 
end of the world ; the angels sh^ll come forth, and 
sever the wicked from among the just, and shatt 
cast them into the furnace of fire ; there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth.'^ And here the 
speaker will add ; no comment is necessary ; the 
words of the Saviour are too explicit to need ex* 
fdanation ; this is the closing Qcene^ it is so to be 
done at the end of the world. Such ob^rvations 
and remarks are made m a most «olemn tone of 
voice, accompanied with a studied herror of coun- 
tenance which as it were, petrifies the hearer into 
a gloomy despair. In euch oases it is left entirdy 
to tradition to say what ia uxeaat by the end of the 
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world, and by the iufnttce of fire ; for fthould the 
question be allowed to exist in the mind, what our 
Saviour meant by the end of the world, and tills 
furnace of fire, and should we allow ourselves to 
search the scriptures to ascertain these facts, it 
would be seen at cmce, that tiiey have no relation 
to » ftiture state of existence. 

III. It is what we all owe to the cause of truth 
and to oulrselvesvto lay prejudice aside, and to in* 
vestigate this suDJect with alt the impartiality and 
honesty of mind o( whidi we are capable. To da 
otherwise, and retain our early errors and prgV 
dices in oi^position to reason and divine revelation^ 
is the same kind of conduct a» that of the Jews, 
who, being destitiite of candor, and averse to 
re^on, said that Jesus was a Bamaritan and had 
tt.ilevil. 

In bur endeavcHirs to obtain a correct view of 
what our Saviour meant, when ho delivered the 
Mjrords of our text, the foltowing particular ques- 
tions will be duly notio^. 

1. What is meant by the kingdom of heaven, 
and by its being, like a net that was cast into the 
sea which gathered of every kind ? 

2: What is meant by the end of the world, and 
the separation of the wicked from among the just ? 
And, / 

3. What is meant by' the furnace of fire into 
which the wicked are said to be cast ? 

As it is of the first importance to obtain a correct 
idea of the time to which our text alludes, the 
hearer is requested to be looking after this partic- 
ular through the Whole of these inquiries* 

When we read of the kingdom of God, or the 
kingdom of heaven, in the New-Testament, if we 
are at all careful to observe the connexion, or the 
similes by which it is represented, we shall at once 
see that a future, immortal state is not the subject- 
When Jesus said to the pharisees, in reply to their 
blasphemy ; "But if I cast out devils by the spirit 
of God, then the kingdom of God is come \uito ^oxx^'^ 
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he certainty did not meim that' a future etemA 
state had come to them. Whea ,he said ; '^ It k 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a nch nian to enter uito the king^ 
dom of Grod," he could not mean, that it was thus 
difficult for a rich man to enter into a future state; 
for we see not but the rich are equally subject tp 
die and to go into another state of beiilg as the 
poor. When the Saviour told the pharis^es that 
publicans and harlot$ should go into the kingdom 
of God before them, we have not the least reason 
to believe that he meant that publicans and harlots 
would die and go into the eternal world before they 
did. When tlw5 blessed Redeemer told th^ chief 
priests and the elders^ that the kingdom of God 
should be taken from them, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof^ most surely he 
did not mean that the future, eternal world would 
be taken from them, and givea to somebody else. 
When Jesus told the scribcj-who answered him dis- 
creetly, that he was not far from the kingdom of 
God, he did not mean that he was nigh his death, 
and a future state. But it is evident that by the 
kingdom of God, or the kingdom of heaven, the 
Saviour meant the dispensation of the gospel, which 
was the ministry, in which he was aent to the house 
of Israel. 

Let the hearer now carefully associate thi» mean- 
ing with the words, " kingdom of God," and, then 
observe how perfectly rational the before mention- 
ed passages will appear. " But if I cast out devils 
by the spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come unto you." That is, if you rightly under 
stand that the niiracles wrought by me,, are per- 
formed by the spirit of God, then certain^ my 
ministry is truly of God. " It is easier for, a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God." That is, 
those who are rich, being covetous are extremely 
averse to the liberal spirit of 4;he gospel, and are 
oth to dispose of their property in the way which 
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fli« cSfflQuItietB of perseeujttoa wffi rencterneoesaaiy . 
^^Publioans and harlototgo into the kingdom of 
God before y oq. " Meaning that the ptiblicaas and 
the harlots, 'being free fiom the superstition^ big- 
oUy, self-righteousness, and religious pride^ aU 
which were so very pe<)uliar to the.pharisees, that 
it was much easier for them, to adhere to a dispen-^ 
sation, of mercy and forgiveness, to a ministry of 
impartial goodness, than for. those who thought 
theniselves righteous and. despised .others. We . 
see the nature of this subject in our times. It is 
not so difficult for those, who have .made no pro- 
fession of religion in the partial syst^ais of men, to 
reoeive the truth, the impartial truth of the gospel 
of Jesos^ Christ, as it is for those, who have pro* 
fessed the religion of the wisdom, the partial wis-' 
iom of this world ; and who' think themselves so 
much better than their neighbour, as to say ; stan4 
by, come not iiigh me, fori amhdierthiu^ thou. 
" Therefore say I unto you, the Idngdom? <^f God 
shall be taken from you, and given to a station 
brining forth the fruits thereof." Here it is evi- 
dent, that the Saviour meant, that the dispenscUion 
of the gospel in which he wias sent to the Jews, 
would be taken from them, and ^ven to the Gen- 
tiles, who woul^ re^ceive it, and obey its' requite- 
ments. We have an account of the fulfilment a( 
these words of the Saviour in the ISth of Acts; 
when Paul and Barnabas were at Antioch, and 
there preached the gospel of the kingdom, the 
Jews contradicted and blasphemed, which caused 
these servants of Christ to reply to their country- 
ipen as follows ; " It was necessary that the word 
of God should first have been spokea to you ; but 
seeing ye put it ftom you, and judge yourselves un- 
worthy of everlasting life, lo, we tujrn to the Gen- 
tiles; for so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, 
I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that 
thou shouldst be for Salvation to the ends, of the 
earth. '^ Here is ah instance of the kingdom's be- 
ing taken from the Jews^ to whom it w^ &i:^X ^^TvX.^ 
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aiiiiriir^ 16 ^Gentiles: for when the <lmiAi» 
beara thici eftyitig, they were glad^ and glerified 
the word of the liprdi^ 

Whei^^e Savkmrpered'Tedthfttthe scribe gave 
a duknreet loiawer rejecting the. divine i^qmre- 
ntent te love 0od^ amd'said ; thou art i|ot far fismi 
the kingdom of €k)d^ it is evident that he meant 
thatche was possessed el* an understanding wluidi 
approaohed very near to the pure light of the gos* 
pelofhisdivinomerey. '^ 

In the chapter where our test is reeorded^ tiie 
Saviour eoR^res the kingdom of heaven to a man 
that sowed; good seed iaft his fi^; but while men 
sle^t an enen^ eame and flowed tares amo9ig th^ 
wheat, and went hie way. Here it is plain thai 
he represented hisdoe^ne which he preached, by 
wheat sown in a field, and the fslilsedoctrines which 
would be introduced into his ^nirch by tufes* In 
the same chapter the divine teacher repi^sents the 
kingdom of heaven by <^ leaven wl^^ a woman 
took. and hid in three measures of meal, ^1 the 
whole was leavened.'^ The hearer will r^uiily 
perceive that in this last parable the SayioUr de^ 
signed to set forth the mcacy of his doctrine, the 
sure progress it Would make, and tiie final recon" 
ciliation of all men to its law^ and requirements* 
The parable of the mustard seed is very similar, 
and so is that of a man's casting seed into the 

f round, its growing night and day, suid producing 
rst the blade, theuithe ^ar, then the full com in 
the ear. 

By what we havo noticed already^ it appeart 
that the Saviour by his* comparisons of the king- 
dom of heaven j varied his representations accord- 
ingly as he would represent diflferent particulars. 
When he wdtUd represent both true doctrine and 
false, he made use of wheat and tares ; but when 
he would represent the simple and pure operations 
and progress of the gospel of his grace, he used the 
similitude of leaven ; and so in the parable under 
coasiderationr whence wovM represent that ms^ny 
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irauld come into the professioil of the goBpel, 
would appear to be cony^irta from the vain tcadi- 
tions of the elders, to the spuntoal relij^mi of Jesus, 
who« yet in fact w^e no others thair such as said 
to him. Lord, Lord,, but did not the will ef his 
Fath^in heaven; or the maa who came to the 
wedding without a suitable garment; or those 
who were repreisented in the parable of the sower, 
as those who received seed on stony places, and 
were not sufficiently rooted in tfie truth and love 
of it to«n(]|ire persecutions ; or thcMie wiho re- 
ceived s^d among thorkis, whose attention to 
earthly thtngs prevented the growth of the truth 
in them, he compares the kingdom to a nlst that 
was cast into the sea, and gathered of ev^i^ Und^ 

We are nowbroti^t to oontemptate ouc subject 
as applicable te what w^as then taking i>lltee, when 
the Saviour was engaj^ m th^ minidlevy with 
his twelve, and with his seventiy. When lie oall- 
ed' Simon Feter, and Andrew bis btolliervfmm 
flieir {irofealidnal businesn^ whot wtJS^ fidiennen^ 
ha said to them ; ^^ follow ine> and I will make' 
y0ufi3hersof men.'V Ta induce in ^e ase of 
tiie%ure under cotnddemtimi, we taiay say, that 
Jesus and thos^ whom he ordained lo p9roach|ll^ 
gospel of Ihe khigdom, east the net of theil^ imn« 
istry, drewit'throfigfa all the l|md of Jadea, and 
encompassed a vaiit multttada) who profegs^d to 
believe the gdspel ; aume of tliem were geamne 
ecmvertoi some ioUawed fot theaakeof the tonves^ 
some joined themselves to the name beeauae 
others did, not^ having. the ^' toot of the matter^' 
in them. - 

in^ this view, of o\ir sul^ieety we diicover what 
is^ perfectly sinflar tonriictt we know of hutnui 
nature in the present lime* To say notibing eon- 
ceming the differences whidn exisli batween^ the 
various denootinatiotts, H is ^obtaoils tiiat man^ 
tnake a profession of Chciatilmi^^ who Mi1&«ir 
know nor feel Us vital psincaples* These are 
Imown by ^elir &a^ swi da Jli^ ^>if^im^^ 
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of thorns, nor figs of thisdes. We see all that 
woridy pride, and haughtinoM, all that Bpirit of 
judging and condemning, all that bigotiy and 
Mperetition among many of our professors, whieh 
characterized the enemies of Jesus in the days 
of his flesh. And though such people may profess 
Christianity either in consequence of deceiving 
theriBsdrto, or with a design to deceive others, 
they are no better than bad fish causfat in a net 
designed and used to procure the good- 
Let these remarks mAee on our first particular, 
which is to understand what the Saviour meant 
by the kingdom ^ heayea, and by its being like 
a net that was east hito the sea, and gathered oC 
every kind, both good and bad. 

Our next object is to ascertain what is meant in 
our text by the end of the world, and the sever- 
ing^the wicked firom amcmg the just 

By the endof the werM, according to the vun 
traditions of the chisrcb, is meant the end df the 
duratkm of tius material system which we mhabit 
And as we read in several passages of scripture, 
of the great suflferings of many at the end o£ &e 
world, traction fin£ H perfectly eaay to carry 
these suffisrings into a rutve stete. But our 
preachers whd endeaveup to support this doctrine 
of future torment, as we have already hinted^ 
dqiend entirely i»n tradition to apply the end of 
the worid in this way. Wc never hear them take 
up the subject, by caltiag the attenticm of their 
hearers, or readers toa carefiit inquiry for the scripr 
ture use ei these words, ^' the Md of the worid." 
They never undertake to prove, by any sort of 
argmnent, that 1^ the end €i the woild Is^ieGes- 
sarily meant the dissolution of the i^resent order 
of the universe. - As lonff as they thmk the peo*. 
pie beKeve this notion, mey have no occasion to 
Urove it, and the probabifity is that when they 
find that the people are better informed cm this 
s^eet, they will then say nothing about it. 
fhiHigh we aie as we cw^t tb be, very fat 
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firom desirinjof to find fault with others, merely io 
set the public mind against them, we do feel con- 
strained, most solemnly to protest against the 
common practice of terrifying the minds of the 
naturally timid, with the awftu representations of 
what is usually called. The end of the world. It is 
true, the philosopher can carelessly pass the idte 
hour in hearing what he believes is an idle story, 
without absomteTy tormenting his own ieeUngs ; 
but women and children sufier incalcufably in con- 
sequence of those representations, which they 
h0ar from the pulpit, and from the lips of those 
who never once called the subject in question, 
never thought of proving the hprrible story with 
which they torment those, whom they ought to. 
instruct in the doctrine of ^^ peace on earm and 
good will toward men.'* 

Butyeu'will say, that, let what will be meant 
by the end of the world, our text informs us, that 
at that time, the ^^ angels shall come forth and 
sever the wicked from among the just, and cast 
them into the furnace of fire." That we may 
understand what the Saviour meant by the end 
of the world, and the severing of the wicked from 
among the just ; let us examine his own words on 
the same subject, recorded in other passages. But 
letus fiifst remark, that whenever the Redeemer 
. spake of a similar separation of the righteous and 
the wicked, or of Bewarding the one and punish- 
ing the other, we shouM do well to understand 
him to be- speaking of the same event, though his 
language may somewhat vary. 

When he described the end of the world, as we 
read in the 24th chapter of Matthew, he spake of 
this same evMit of a separation which should be 
made by the angels. See verses 30, 31, "An* 
then shall appear ^^ sign of the son of man in* 
heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. And lie shall send his angeU w\t\i a ^tsk\ 
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sound of a trumpet,:aiid they shall gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other." He then immediately cecr 
tified his dlspipl^s that all thei^e tilings should take 
pface' in. that generation. In our labours on this 
and the following chapter in endeavQurMg to illus^ 
trate the parable of th^ sheep and the goats, we 
have ^hpwn that what the Saviour meant by the 
end of the world was the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the breaking up and dispersion of the nation 
of the Jews by Titus. The hearer ip requested 
ta read the 24th of Matthew with attention, and 
observe; that when the Saviour speaks of the^ 
end, he then says ; */ Then let them which be in 
Judea flee into the mountains," &q. 

^What the divine teacher stated in the 24th 
chapter as the end of the world, and carefully 
confined th^ time tOv that generation, he represent- 
ed by three parables in the 25th. And it is direct- 
ly to our purpose to observe, that in these several 
parables the same thing is .very plainly set forth 
which we find in the text now under considerskllon. 
lix the first parable the wise and the foolish virgins, 
m^an the same as is >^eant in -coir text by the just 
^nd the wicked ; in that of the talents, those who 
improved their Lord's money, and he that neglect- 
ed so to do, represent the same thing; and itisv 
worthy of observation, that it is he^e said, ^^cast 
ye the unprofitable^seryant into outer darkness ; 
tl^ere shall be weeping and gnashing of t^th," 
which agrees with the conclusion of our text ; 
^^ There shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." 
So also, in the parable of the weep and goata, the 
sazne distinction is made- 

The argument.on which we rest this subjeet is 
the following : As it is evident, and out of all dift^ 
pute, that the Saviour confined the /end of the 
world ^id the sepairation between the righteous 
and the wicked to the generation in whieh he 
livedo it seems, necessary to apply the eotd <^ the 
^worlds mentk>&ed iu ouip text^ to t^h^ eao)^ P^rioct 
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^d Caveat.' And we fortber. oontend tlmt tiii« 
applicatioa of the end of the world, aii4 of this 
diymonof the righteous and the wicked, is abun- 
dantly strengthened by the words of the SaTionr, 
recorded in the 16th of Mat,, ^^ For the Sonof maa 
shall come in the glory of his Fath^, witii his 
angels ; and then he shall reward every maa ac- 
cording to his works. Verily I say unto you, 
there be scmie standing here which shall Dot taste 
of death, tillj they see the Son of man 4)oming in 
his kingdom." The same ideas are expressed in 
St. Mark and St. Luke. ' 

In further confirmation of this exposition and 
application of the end of the world, the hearer is 
referred to the following wordd of St. Paul to the 
Hebrews 5 "For then must he often have suffered 
since the foundation .of the worid ; but now once 
in the end of the Worlds hath he appeared, ta'p^^ 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself." 1 Cor. x. 
11. " Now all these things, (meaning the destruc- 
tions of the children' of Isreal in the wilderness, 
for t^eir transgressions) happened unto them for 
ensamples ; and they are written for our ad- 
monition) upon whom the- ends of the worid are 
ecmie.? 

Asfotthe conunon use which is made of those 
passages which speak of the end of the world, let 
it be distinctly understood that it is altogether a 
mistake, as there is not ohe'instance in the whole 
New-Testament where the end of the world si^i- 
fies the dissolQtioa of the present order and laws 
of material nature. 

By the end of the worid we may underetand the 
^id qf the Jewish age, and by the severing of the' 
wicked from^mong the just, we leara the distinc- 
tion which was made betweeh the enemies and 
friends of the gospel and the name of Christ, ia 
the day when Jeru^lem and the Jews were visited, 
with the desolating judgments, which the Savioiir> r 
in a number of instances, denounced upon thfiis^ ' 

It nowremBins^ thai wa eadeavgi^r to wufi^xiAaK^, 
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wMtt is metat, in our text, by the furaace of fit«^ 
into which it is said the wicked are cast. 

This furnace of fire is generally believed to be 
a state of endless torment in the future elistence, 
where the wicked will be tormented las long as 
Ood shall exist. But, m^ friends, hare we any 
other evidence that this is the true meaningof 
thid scripture, than barely traditicm ? What rea« 
son can th«re be rendered why this kind of Ian* 
ffuage should mean something different in the 
New Testament, from what it does in the prophe- 
cies of the old ? Let us be can£d enough on this im- 
|)ortant subject to look into the scriptures of the 

Srophets for the use -of this kind of language, 
ee Duet* Iv. SO. . Moses in ^ving special direc- 
tions to the people against idolatry, turns their 
attention to the Lord, who had been their deHv-' 
«*er, and says ; ^' But the Lord hath ta^ken you, 
and lurought you forth out of the iron furnace^ 
eren out of E%ypt.'^^ Tou wiH notice here, that 
the affliction a^d .oppressioanw^lii^h the Israelites' 
suffered in Egypt, was signified by a furnace; 
Isaiah xxxi. 9., The Lord's !^^ fire is fn Zion. and' 
his furnace in Jerusalem." xlviii. 10^ <^ Benold, 
I have refined thee, but not with silver ; I have^ 
chosen thee in the furnace oraffliction.'^ Ezekiel 
xxii. 18— 23.V" Son of man, the house of Israel is* 
to me become diro^s ; all they are brass, and tin, and' 
iron, and lead,, in the midst of the furnace ; they 
are even the dross of silver. Therefore thus- 
saith the Lord G^d, because ye are all become- 
dross, behold, therefore, I will gather you into the^ 
midst of Jerusalem. As they gather silver, and 
brass, and iro% and lead, and tin, into the midst 
of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it ; 
so will I rather youift mine an^r andin my fury, 
and I will leave you there, and melt you. Yes, I . 
Will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of 
u\y wrath, and- ye shaM be. melted in the midst 
thereof. As silver is melted in the midst pf the 
furnace, so shall ye be melted mt^e inidst tl^reof ; 
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and ye shidl kndw tbait I tke Lord have podred 
<Hit mjr fury upon yod." . 

Whoever will oraipar^ this, propheey with the 
history of the siege and destraction of Jerusalem 
win see how well prophecy and events agree. 

The hearer is regoested to notice that in the 
tamgulage 4>f prophec]^^ and the scriptures of the 
Old Testament, great afflictions are represented by 
the similitude of a furnace. This being uncier- 
stood, why shoidd we use tins language diSerently , 
when we read it in the New Testament, fSrom 
what we^inderstand it in the old? Egypt and Jeru- 
salem ar^ denominated a furnace in the passages 
which we have noticed* Why then must the 
•furnace mentioned iiiour text be in a future state ? 
Both Egypt and Jerusalem are in tills worid; and 
it does not occur to recbUeotion, that any other 
place is fi^rq^iv^y caUed a fumape iix the whole 
of the sqriptures. , 

Respecting a fu^ace, it should be remembered 
Hbai it is never i»repared by our heavenly Fathejr 
bat for the purpose of pc^fining. The tyrant of 
Eg^pt did not afflict Israel for the benefit of the af- 
flicted, but "God does not ^Slkt willingly nor grieve 
ihe children of men." The King of Babylon once 
pri^^ed a furnace to b^m those to death, who 
would not worship the i^age which he had set 
U|>, and i^ seems the comipon doctrine on the sub-* 
ject.<^ our labours this evening, has prepared, a 
nin^ceof eternal torment for no .better motives 
than the furnace oa th^ plains of Duia was pre-^ 
pared. - ~ 

Though we have not tiole to be pcMrtimlar on 
all parts of^ our subject, ther6 iB tme question 
which may be proper to consider, before we cIqsis. 
As it seems by our text, timt the wicked, who 
were to be cast into this furnaice, were such ast 
had come into the possession of the gospel, this 
passage does not so naturally apply to the destruc- 
tion of the Jews, who, generally speaking, reject- 
ed even the name of ChrAt. 
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On? reply to this we dbtdn from ^e words of 
the Saviour, in Matt, xxiv., where he informs his 
disctplefl, that if ain evil «e^u^ ^' shall say ia his 
heart, my Lord delayeth his ooming ; and shall 
begin to smite his fellow servwats, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken ; the XiOrd of that servant 
shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, 
'End in an llour that he icr not aware erf*, and shall ii 
cut him asunder, and appoint bimjhis portion with ^ 
the hypocrites and unbeliev^s ;. there shall be ' 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." In the preced- 
ing chapter, Jesus called the religious people of 
the Jews hypocrites and a ^neration of vipers, 
and denounced on them the judgments written in 
their law : and here he informed hisdidciples^ that 
if those who should profess him, should depart 
from a watchful life and indulge in that which was 
forbidden, they would have thdr- portion with 
those hypocrites and unbelievers. The subject 
now appears i^ar. The Saviour never indicated 
that a mere profession of his name would l^ecure 
men from the judgments ^ich were coming 01^ 
the land; but such were Ueseed who hmrd t^? 
word of Ood and kept it. 1 

We may now conclude, applying our subject to 
ourselves, as St. Paul has taught ua by example^ 
in words which have been noticed. "Now t^ 
these things happened unto them ibr our ensam^ 

fJes ; and they are written for our admonition.^ 
n all ages of the world €k>d had rewarded men 
according to their works, he continues to do so, 
and he will never fail in his faithfulness. 

But my friends, we have the consolation to be* 
lleve that our heavenly Father's mercy extends 
infinitely beyond iffl his threatenings, and that 
ttiough ** weej^rig may endure for a nig^t, yet joy 
Cometh in the mornfaig.'' 
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fiPHCSIANB V. 20» 86^ 27. 

^^RotbaDds^ tovv yev wi«M» ev«i *• C%Hm alpo lin^ 
huoaelf fer it | tluU be miffht aaactify ftiid cleanie it with the wMing 
of water 1^ the word ; uat he might pitteeot it to himieb' a j^riont 
cfaureh, not having spot, or wriakiok or any enoh diing ; b«t that itihoold 
be ho^, awl wftiwut h)0mlih»^^ 

AvfJctvovfL, fixed) ftnd steady conjugal affection 
is the same to the sacred family circle, as the sun 
to a garden of fruits and flow^s ; for as the genial ' 
MT^nnth of the sun quickens and caHs forth to life 
every latent principle of vegetation, presenting the 
gaurden in robes pf enameled beauty, teeming with 
iroe and luxuriant fruit, so does the gentle power 
of conjugal love warm, quicken, and cause to in- 
crease all the domestic- virtues which are never bar- 
Tbn of those fruits which render life and its various 
cares a blessing. But where this indispensable 
virtue is wanting, the expectation of sweet content 
and domestic feUcity is as sure to meet with disap- 
pointment, as an expectation to find Arabian spices 
m fields of eternal ice. 

The virtuous affection which the apostle here 
recommends, and whidti is known to be of such in- 
calculable interest to man in society, is designed 
to lead our minds to the contemplation of the love 
of Christ, a subject infinitely greater. To this 
subject the attention of the hearer is most ear- 
nestly invited. 
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The passage rtod for cousideratiox^ seem td stiff 
* ffest the following subjects for examiaatioii imd fi 
luBtration. 

I. The Chutch.. 

II. The love of Christ to the church. And, 

III. What the love of Christ to the church in- 
duces him to do for it. 

As the labours which we .propose to bestow on 
our subject this evening are designed to favour the 
doctrine of universal, impartial salvation, the hear- 
er is requested to keep a careTul watch, with a view 
to observe how each argument may bear on this 
great subject. Not only is it of importance that 
we endeavour to possess ourselves of a knowledge 
of the evidences on which universality of salvation 
depends, Ibut it is of equal importance that due at- 
tention be paid to understand the nature of this 
salvation, than which nothing can tend more to re- 
move existing objections from the candid mind. 
Pious, candid people all fervently desire the salva- 
tion of all men ; but not having a clear understand- 
ing that the salvation of all stands inseparably 
connected with the holiness of all, and supposing 
that, those who vindicate universal salvation, do 
not, at the same time, and to the same end con- 
tend for universal righteousness and sanctification> 
they reject the doctrine as tending to impiety, ir* 
religion, and even to licentiousness. It is confi- 
dently believed that a true sense of the passage 
under consideration will operate favourably in tend- 
ing to remove all doubts of this nature ; therefore 
do we the more earnestly recommend a most watch- 
ful attention to this subject, and to what we may 
be enabled to offer upon it. Nor can the reason- 
able hearer think it strange that we should end^av^ 
our to remove the unfavourable views of our fellow 
citizens from their minds, concerning the doctrine 
we profess and promulgate, were it only for our 
own benefit. UniversaKsts have been looked upon 
and spoken of as a, people who have embraced the 
rankest pf all heresies,the most impious tenets, and 
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WB a peojile destitute of vital religioih imd entire 
stfaoTOTSy aad even enemies tcr genuine .virtue and 
AQraiity. On this account, my friends, you will 
adroowledge that if there ever wen( a people who 
had a just reason to call on the candor of the i>ublic 
to h^r their defence of their doctrine, and to judg^ 
impartiaUy on the subject^ such a daim is ours. 
It is natural, and even laudable to desire the far 
vourable 0|union of our fellow creatures, but this 
should be sought by deserving it. Had we hypo- 
critically secreted our belief fen* &9x of censure, we 
might Imve received the approbation we did not 
deserve, and escaped the bitter reproaches which 
an honest declaration of oifr real sentiments has 
brought xspoa us. But we have never doubted 
that time would do us justice, and that better in- 
formation would effitce sdl the slurs which a want 
of ckaiity has cast on our ncune. 

Respecting titie church the following paHiculars 
may be distinctly noticed. . 

1. That mankind was the diurch of Clmst be- 
fore he gave himself for. the church. 

2. l*hat all men belcmff to this church, and 

3. The moral state which the church was in, 
when Christ loved it and gave himself for it. 

On carefully exapiining our text we shall ea»ly 
discover the truth concerning the three particulars 
h^e suggested. 

First. Christ could not have loved the church 
until he had one, nor could he give himself for his 
church until he had one. But our text says; 
"Even as Christ loved the church and ga^ve him- 
self for it." Thus it is evident that mankind was 
the church of Christ before he gave himself for 
the church. 

Secondly. That all inen belong to the church of 
Christ is proved from two arguments furnished in 
oor text, in connexion with other scripture testi- 
mony. First j it is indicated in our text that Chris t 
loved the church and gave himself for it ^ and the 
!«ame apostle is partiralar in statifig that CYsiVaX 
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^av« himself a ransom for all men. These two 
ideas, when brought together,^ amount to our profh 
osition/ If Christ gave himself a ransom for aU, 
and if those for whom he gave himself are his 
church, then it follows that all men are of hiB 
ehurch. 

The second argument which our text fumisheo, 
in support of the proposition that all men are of 
the church of Christ, involves the very objectioH 
which an opposer would not fail to^ urge- We 
mean the moral 6ondition<or state of mankind set 
forth in our text. The commoa opinion of our di- 
vines supposes that no one can belong to the church 
of Christ until by sanctification, effectual callings 
regeneration or the new birth, the^ubject becomes 
united to Christ. .But this opinion is1)y our text 
disallowed ; for it informs us, that Christ loved the 
thiirch and gave himself for it, that he might sanc- 
tify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word. Now that which is ali?^ady clean .neecto 
1^0 pleansing, and that which is holy needs Hot to 
be sanctified. It is here evid^it that our text 
speaks of the church in a state of uncleanness and 
unholiness, in which state ChHst loved it. 

Though this argument may appear novel, yetits 
validity cannot be denied ; for if Christ gave him- 
self fot the church, that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it, the unsanctified, unclean state of man 
is proof that he is the^ subject of the divine favour. 
And when we unite with this consideration the 
fact that Christ gave himself a ransom for all men, 
our evidence is complete, and our proposition sup- 
ported. 

' In further confirmation of the foregoing ^argu- 
ments, reference may. be had to emblems used in 
scripture which regard the cleansing of mankind j j 
from moral defilement, arid also to those passages r | 
which call on sinners to repent and turn from the ^ 
evil of their ways. If th'fe Bcriptiiries represent the | f 
Saviour as a refiner's fire and as a fuller's soap, v 
they also represent ttie subjects of his grace as. ; j 
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unrefined and unclean. And if the scriptures call 
on men to repent of their sins, to do justice and to 
love mercy V it is because they are in a sinful state. 

It is of importance that the hearer should under- 
stand, that while our' remari^s go to prove that 
men are unclean, unholy, and sinful, they are 
thereby rendered effectual in proving that they 
belong to the church of Christ Nor can we con- 
ceive of any possible way to avoid our proposition 
of universality as long as the command to repent 
is acknowledged to be universal. 

As our text asserts that Christ gave himself for 
the church, the universality of the church seems, 
evidently proved by the testimony which informs 
us that Christ gave himself a ransom for all men. 
Such, therefore, is the importance of such testi- 
mony in the case under consideration, that we 
may be justified in referring to a competent num-. 
ber of passages which prove this point of doo1;rine. 

The prophet Isaiah in his 5dd chapter says? 
"All we, like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." Heb. ii. 
9. " But we see Jesus, who was made a little low- 
er than the aiigels for the sufiering ot deathi 
crowned with glory and honour ; that he by the 

face of God should taste death for every man.^* 
Tim. ii. 5, 6, "For there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men^ the man Christ 
Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time." 1 John ii. 1, 2, '^My little 
children, these things write I unto you that ye sin 
not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and 
he is the propitiation for our ains, and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 
Here, all men, every nutUy and thewhok trorM, are said 
to be the subjects of this grace of the Savioun 
Wiji candid hearers say that this is not directly to 
the subject? Will they contend thlit the evidence 
is not altogether jittffiQtent f What ^ouid an \vqi\l« 
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est Methodist say to a Calvinist, who sliourd cbii 
tend that Jesus Christ gave himself for none but 
such as belifeve in Calvinistic doctrine? Would 
he not very justly reply, and say, then the whole 
world believe in Calvinistic doctrine, for the scrip- 
tures maintain that he is the propitiaticHi for the 
bins of the whole world, that he tasted death for 
every man, and gave himself a ransom for all men ; 
but ihej no where inform us that he gave himsdf 
for a CalvintBt^ or for any other particular denomi- 
nation? 

My friehds, if there were even an appearance 
of any other sentmient In the scriptures, on this 
subject, the case would be very different from 
iwhat it now ia. But there is no intimation in the 
word of truth which gives the least authority for 
limiting the grace, which is the subject of our 
jpresent inquiry. 

You will recollect that Christ ^did not give him- 
self a ransom for all men in order to make them 
his church, but because they were hia church, and 
because he loved his diurch, and that he might 
sanctify and cleans^ hiis church from all unclean- 
ness, and from all unholiness. 

The hearer Js now reniinded of what we request-, 
ed in the introduction of thene argtiments, namely, 
that a^trict attentk>n ^iioutf^ be given ta ascertain 
how tiie avguments should tend to the suf^ort of 
universalism, and to illustrate the nature of ^Iva-v 
tion. If you have duly complied with this request 
it may be w^l to make up an opinion on the sub- 
ject, as far as the arguments go, to which we have 
attended. The amount ci these arguments se^m^ 
to be this — ^AU mankind are found to be in a state 
of sin, Christ gave himself for all, because alf be- 
longed to his diurch, and he gave himself for the 
church that he mi^ht sanctify and cleanse it from 
all sin. If you view these points in any good 
^neasUre Su^^rted, of course you must aqknowl 
Ige that universal salvation is thus supported; 

lot jaa must «lto be saikfiAd that tk^ hoUBess of 
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all men jf^emb^ded as their salvation, which will 
tend to do away the objection that this doctrine 
tenia to imiMety and irreiigion. 

Our next labours, according to promise, will be 
dir^ted to set forth, in its true character, the love 
of Christ to the church. 

That this subject may the more clearly be seen» 
let us a A the question, why did Christ love the 
-ct^ixrbh ? Answer negatively ; 'not because of its 
moral hcdiness, righteousness and perfection, for 
these were wanting. If the church had been 
morally dean, Christ would not have ^ven him- 
self Ibr it, that he might sanctify arid cleanse it. 
Our minds are therefore directed to the considera- 
tion of the divine testimony which so- fully repre- 
sents the love of 6bd to sinhers. St. Paul, in the 
5th of Romans reasons as follows ; ^^For when we 
were without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly. For st^arcely for a righteous man 
wiJKone die; y€t perad venture for a good man 
some would even dare to die. But Opd commend- 
eth his love towards us in that, while we were yet 
einiieos Christ died for us." On this passage let 
us remark; it was the ungodly for whom Christ 
died, it was the ungodly whom God loved, and the 
death of Christ was designed to commend that 
'^k^e to the ungodly. My friends, did you ever 
hear a Universalist preacher express his senti- 
ments more clfearly or more boldly than they are 
set forth in this truly wonderfbl passage ? If it 
were possible to make the accusation of ficehtious- 
aess lie against us for preaching^^ the love of God 
to sinners, is it not plain that tbe whole force of 
the aceusation must fall on the ftestimony last 
quoted .^ If 'God can, consistently, love the ungod- 
ly, if Chriist could die for the ungodly, and that in 
onicr to commend the love 6f God to the ungodly, 
what could a Univeraallst say more? Was there 
even one who did say more ? or was there eveik 
one that cdidd^thitkk. beyond this declaration of ISti 
Paul? laf 
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To the Ephesians, the same i^pdBtf^peaks of 
the ^eat love wherewith God loved them, evea 
when they were dead in ein. Aud the beloved 
John Bays, "Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his son to be 
the propitiation for our sins." These passages are 
designed to set forth the great and glorious truth 
that the de^th of Christ was the consequence of 
the divine love tor sinners, which corroborates the 
words of our text; "even as Christ also loved the 
church and gave himself for it." This important 
subject being dear, let us still continue the ques- 
tion, why Christ loved the church ? It has been 
proved that beloved the church, and k has like- 
wise been proved that he did not leve it because 
it was of a holy character, it being in asijtful state. 
It remains therefore, that we endeavtACr to under- 
stand 4he true reason why he loved it. Thia an- 
swer is easily found, t It is found in the righteous- 
ness of God% Gk>d is love, and love is righteousness^ 
Hatred is the opposite of God, and is siafiri. It h^ 
no more in the nature of God to hate than>to aia, 
which is impossible. The. divine lova id towards 
all creatures. The "Lord iagoodunto^ all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his wcurks." This 
is perfect and infinite righteousness. This love c£ 
God was commended to us in that Christ died for 
the uQgodly . Christ is the righteousness of God 
to us. Axid in order to be so, he must love us, fcnr 
Jove is righteousness:^ All the. reason that we are 
not righteous 19 because we do not love as God 
does. " He that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law, for love ia the fulfilling of the Jaw." 

The answer of thi^ question is found also in the 
emblemsiwbich the- scripture uses to rq>re6ent our 
relation to Christ St. Paul says ta the Corinthi-: 
ans ; " I would have you to know that the . head 
of every man is Christ; the head of the woman is 
the n^an, and the head of Christ is God." In this 
constitutional unioq nve learn, the reason why 
Christ loves mankind ; fctr. " we are members of his. 
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body, of his fliesh, and of his bones.'' The apostte 
says ^ " No man even yet hated hif own flesh ; but 
nouiMieth and cheriseth it, even as the Lord the 
church^" And in this connexion he signifies that 
Christ must love his church, op be at variance with 
himself. " He that loveih his wife loveth himself " 
Again, the apostle says; ^^ For this caus» shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife^ and they two shall be one 
flesh ; this is a gFeat'mystery ; but I speak ooncem- 
ing Christ and the church." What emblem could 
the apostle have chosen in all nature which could 
<5arrx the mind more directly to the original law 
of moral nature, or with greater force in^plress it 
with a sense of the constitutional love of Christ to 
mankind ?* The sweet and endearing relations of 
father, and of mother, cords of pure silver set with 
innumeCable precious jewels, are passed by, in the 
<^oice c^ this fipire, and th€ sacred arcanum of 
sexuid relation judiciously chosen, to represent a 
iielation.and connexion^ in which Christ and we 
are on^:* It was God- who ^^said, it is not good 
that man should be alone ;" it v^as 6od who doBr 
stituted the man the head of the woman, an4 
Christ the head of every man. 

In view of these, reasons why Christ loves the 
church, it is cleady understood thatalHhose things 
which are so much relied oh, among professors 
generally, such as repentance, faith, good works, 
regeneration, as necessary to secure the love of 
Christ, are entirely out of the question. Not be- 
cause they are imneoessary things; but because 
they are all the fruits and effects of the love of 
Christ, and therefore not^the causes of that level. 
Our lovely children, who appear Ifte olive plants 
around our tables, are the fruits of oonjugal love, 
not the cause of the connexion fipom which they 
sprangi So are repentance toward Gk>d, and fhith 
in our. Lord Jesus^Christ^; a new hearty and all the 
virtues whioh> adorn the doctrine of God our Sav- 
ipyr^ the fruitfe^of t^ie divixie loVe, a^coactJaiv^ W\\^ 
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110I7 diotiktcs o( whibh Chrikt gayc himaeir for tbc 
chureh. 

Hftyiag taken this view of the love of OI|ai8t (0 
mankind, the hearer may proceed to make dome 
c^ettlation, as to the tendency of the argnments 
in support of universal iialvation, and also their 
testimony concerning the nature of the sahration*:'. 
which divine love has designed for the human '''- 
familyf As it is clear to every •candid mind, that 
there is no partiality in the love of Ood towards 
sinners, so it is^nally clear, that if that love hae 
designed and secured the salvation of one sinner, 
it has equally deseed and secured the salvation 
of the whole world. And as it is evident t^at this 
love of Gody which is the foundation of man's sal- 
vation^ is the eternal law of holiness and the verjr 1 
perfection of righteousness, so the salvation which 
it deaigns for man, is a salvation from sitf, and all 
moral undeanness^ te sanctity and holiness. This, 
my friends, is a subject, which we are the most de- 
^rous that you should understand both for the 
puroose of endearing the truth toc your hearts, and 
of Amoving the accusation >of licentiousness, which 
19 so constantly urged agaiinst the doctrine of uni- ^ 
versal salvation, But arguments more directly ta 
this purpose ¥dll beemployed in setting forth what 
was promised under our last head of doctrine, 
which is to show what Ihe love of Christ to the 
^mreh ibduces him to dotfor. it. ^ 

We have already hinted at some of the ^rticu- 
iarsof this subject. It has been noticed that Christ 
^ve himself for the church because he loved it, 
^nd it is worthy of reniark that the true <^aracter 
of the lawftil husband i^ indicated in this particu- 
lar. It is true, to our imperfection and disgrace 
he it mentioned, that an unlawfiH connexion may 
b^" other' means be efiected, but the honest, the 
ytrt^ous man obtains the companion of his heait 
1^ giving himself as the just and true value of 
wj[iat he receives. Christ loved the church and 
gw,^ himself br it. If tlie church bad been worth 
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lefiS) it wcmld have been vniworthy of him ; and if 
unworthy of him, surely wonld it have been unwor- 
Hij ofhis love. But blessed be God, Christ loved 
the church, he fanew its worth, and he gave him- 
self for it ; it wa« all he conld give, it was all there 
was to ^ve, for hi him it pleased the Father that 
ail fulness should dwelL 

It is said in oumtext, that Christ mve himself 
for the church, ^^ that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water hy the word ; that he 
might present it to himself a gioribus church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but 
that it should be holy, and without blemish." 

Here are three important truths evidently em- 
braced in this part of oUr text, which it may be 
necessary to notice. 

1 . The sin and uncleanness of mankind have not 
destroyed the value of the moral Workmanship of 
€rod, which may be cleansed and be as holy and 
as ^kMTious as in its created state^ 

2. The word of divine truth, revealed in the 
gospel, is represented by water designed for this 
Work of cleansing men from sin ; and, 

S. It is in^cated in pur text, that Christ has de- 
termined to present his church to himsl^lf free from 
spot or wrinkle^ a glorious church. 

If, according to Common opinion, s^n had change 
ed tiie Aatare of maq, ai^d rendcpred him totally 
depraved, entirely destitute of the moral image in 
which' he v^s created, then would there have been 
nothing for Christ to love, unless he could love 
sin, which none will allow ;. nor would there have 
been any thing to sanctify and cleanse, unless sin 
and uncleanness can be made holy^ whu)h is im- 
possible. 

The fact is, sin is represented as a spot, which 
adheres to a^rment, and defaces its beauty. And 
as 8U(di stains may be taken out of the -^loth, so 
we wre taught that sin may be washed away, as 
we lea?n firom ^ fcltowiog ascriptiim \ ^^ T9 ^^ 
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that loved lis, and washed us from our sins in his 
ol»Ti blood." ^ 

In our Saviour's prayer, he says to his Father, 
"sanctify them through thy truths thy word is 
truth." So the apostle in our text says; "that 
lie might sanctify and cleanse it by the washii^ of 
water Joy the word. " The words bldod, truth, and 
word, are used to signify that p«re doctrine of the 
gospel which cleanses men from all sin. This is 
that clean water of which we read^ Ezekiel xxxv. 
26, "Then will i sprinkle clean water upon you> 
and ye shall be clean ; from all your filthines», and 
from all your idols will I cleanse yoU." This is 
that fbuBtam of which we read, Zachariah xiii. 1, 
" In that day there shaH be a fountain opened to 
the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Je- 
rusalem for sin and for uncleanness." Of the use 
of this wMer we read, Isaiah i. 16, ^' Wash you, 
make you clean,*put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes." And that the deepest 
stain of sin may^ by such means, be removed, the 
prophet signifies as follows ; " Come now, and Jet 
us reason together, saith the Lord. Though your 
sins be alB* scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
thoi]^ thef be red like crimson, they shali be «8 
W09L" 

A hope is entertained, that we shall give no of- 
fence by saying, what is so evidently true, that the 
natural effects of the use of clean water on that 
which is filthy, is to deanse it, and make it clean 
like itself ; but if the water be filthy it will render 
every thing on which it is used, like itself. . Leav- 
ing the figure, what shall we say of the various 
partial doctrines of the christian church sincek^the 
corruptions of Christianity were introduced ? They 
have maintained -the doctrine of particJ election 
and rei)robation, of totbl depravity by imputation, 
of vindictive wrath and eternal Vengeance in Ood, 
of endless sin and rebellion, of rendering saints 
happy in heaven by tormenting their fellow orea** 
tures in hell, and a thouaand oWx«( %]baurd thii^ ; 
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and ^hathftye theBedodtrmes done towards cleans* 
ing, and sanctifying believers ki them? My friends^ 
it is too evident that these unMean waters have 
f^idered those who have used thero like them- 
selves, to which tlie history of the church will 
bear ample testimony. But the pure doctrine of 
divine love, grace, pardon, and forgiveness, is of a 
cleansing quality. It eztrausts the poison ol hatred^ 
kills the monster .jealousy, drowns envy, moli^es 
the hard heart, creates a forgiving spirit, and 
draws out the affections in love to enemies. This 
doctrine so much despised, so much calsured, is 
designed to take out every spot and every wrinkle 
from, the church qf Christ, and " present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus." Then shall the 
church be glorious in the Lord her righteousness. 
To this end Christ is " made unto us wisdom^ right* 
eousness, sanctification and' redemption." When 
all men are rendered wise in the wisdom of Christ, 
righteous in the righteousness of Christ, sanctified 
in the sanctity of Christ, and are completely re* 
deemed from sin, from death, and from mortality, 
when that which tvas sown in dishonour shall be 
raised in glory, and this mortal body is fashioned 
like unto the glorious body of Christ, then will the 
church appear in all the splendor of immortal 
beauty and glory. To this immensely glorious 
subject, we may accommodate the words of the 
sweet singer of Israel ; " The king's daughter is 
all glorious within ; her clothing is of wrought gold. 
She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of 
needle-work." 

My respected hearers, be §o good as not to\ for- 
get our particular request, that you would en- 
deavour to understand the tendency of our argu- 
ments to substantiate the doctrine of impartial 
goodness and salvation, and likewise the nature of 
this salvation, that you may be able to fqrm a cor- 
rect opinion concerning these weighty subjects, 
and to do the doctrine for which we have contend^ 
ed that justice which charily dictates. 
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To condude ; althoogh we kave (mly vaaei the 
virtuous affections of conjugal love as a metaphor 
to represent the loye of Chnst to mankind, a kope 
is entertained that a due consideration of tli^ na- 
ture of the figure may contribute to incke en^ry 
husband to- the disdiarge oi oblimtions so sacred 
as those which are due to the wife. And we mav 
add, in the language of the apostle, ^^ Let the wile 
see thatiihe reverence her husband." 
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"ftimg ve til the tSdiw iMo tbe stordidaM, tliat ibere nmy be mMt m 
^ Aioe faaiiie,iad iiro«« tte tfow iHfewHii, a»ift ^ lord of host?, if I 
yift Bot open von the wtndom of bettven, mnd iMor you out a blessing, 
. that there shall not be room eooogh to receive H.*' 

Among the various Ht^ of the legal covenant, 
all which were decigned to signify the itiward and 
moral virtues which QoA requires, and that spirit^ 
nal worship, whieh the more glorious ministration 
of r^hteousness eaabl^BS its enlightened votaries 
to ofier to the invimble fountain of all good, that of 
tithes held no indonsiderable rank. Long before 
the giving of the few by Mos^s, this indication of 
piety and devotion was practised by the true wor- 
shippers of (Jodj as may be seen in the account 
given in Gen. xiv. of Abram's paying tithes to Mel- 
chizedek, priest of the most high God ; and we 
likewisehave in this account a clear intimation, that 
these tithes were an acknowledgment-of blessings 
received : for we read that Melchizedek blessed 
Abram, in th^ name of the most high God^ posses- 
sor of heaven and earth. This indication of piety 
was imitated by Jacob, the grandson of Abram, as 
we read in 6efi- xxvlii, 20, 21, 22, "And Jacob 
vowed a vow, saving, tf God will be with me, and 
will kee{> me in tJiis way that ! go, and will give 
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I 
IS . 
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come again to my father's house, in peace, ttiea 
shall the Lord be my God ; and this stone, whith 
I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house : and 
of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee." It is necessary that we observe 
here, that Jacob etpec^d to receive the whole 
from God, the tenth of which he solemnlv vowed 
he would give to the giver. It was such, there* 
fore, as G^ gave to Jacob, that Jacob promised to 
give to the Lord, his God. 

In the law given by Moses, we find the fdlowmg 
recorded in the 14th of Deuteronomy: ** Thou 
shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that 
the field brinffoth forth year by year. And thou 
shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the place 
which he shall choose to place his name there, the 
tithe of thy com, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and 
the firstlings of thy herds, and of thy flocks ; that 
thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God always. 
And if the way be too lon^ for thee, bo that thou 
art not able to carry it ; or if the place be too far 
from thee, which the Lord thy Gc^ shall choose to 
aet his name there, wh^n the Lord thy God hath' 
blessed thee ; then shalt thou turn it into money, 
and bind up the mopey in thine hand, and shalt go 
into the place which the Lord thy God shall choose r 
and thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever 
thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or 
for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever 
thy soul desireth ; and thou shalt eat there before 
the Lord thv God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou and 
thine household.'' 

In the doctrineof tithes, as Been in the passa|[e6 
quoted, it seems necessary to notice the following 
particulars : Ist- All tithes were of what God in 
hisgracious providence first bestowed on the people.' 
2d. They were an acknowledgment of the divine 
favour. Sd. They were eaten in the place which 
God chose, in which to establish his name and wor* 
ship, by those who offered them, tc^ther with 
ibeir households, with Tey>\c^ixg« ^ , 
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These offeringSj^hich Qod required of his cho 
sen people, constituted the meat of his house, and 
were emblematical of those provisicms of a spirit' 
nal nature, provided for all people in the gospel of 
divine fevour. They figured forth, in a most strik- 
ing nmnner, the doctrine of grace of which Jesus 
spake, as recorded in the 6th of John, where he 
says ; ^* I am the bread of Ufe. This is that bread 
which Cometh down from heaven, that a man may ' 
eat thereof, and not die. I aih )he living bread 
which caifne down from heaven ; if any man eat of 
this bread he^ shaU live fbi; ever : and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world. Whosoever eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my.bl6od, hath eternal life ; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood Is drink indeed." All 
this, the Saviour explains in the following words ; 
" It is the spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they 
ere spirit and they are life." That is, the doctrine 
whicn Jesus preached is the soul's spiritual meat ; 
it is sterna! life j it is the life of the world. 

As the tithes undier the lawy which were brought 
into the house of the Lord, and there eaten before 
the Lord, were the natural life of those who ate 
(hem, as they constituted their flesh and blood, and 
were the aliment necessary to their support, they 
Were bright emblems of those moral and divine 
principles revealed through the Saviour, which 
constitute fhe spiriturf life of the soul, and are the 
necessary aliment by which it is quickened, and 
by which it lives. And as those tithes were brought 
into the house of the Lord, where God chose to 
|mt his name, it shows us that nothing bi;t the liv- 
ing bread of life, the pur£ doctrine of eternal life' 
should ever be brought into our christian worship, 
or into the house oi prayer, which is dedicated to' 
thenameof ^eliriogOod. Andas those tithes were 
eaten in the house of the Lord, by Uiose who of 
faired thefii, Md bf tiieir fam^iea^ w%at$ uii&ttxis:^ 
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• ed, that in oar christifiil deTotiosi we are to <^er 
no principles, nodoctrine,^^ no sentiments which we 
cannot feed upon ourselves, or on which our house* 
holds caQnot feed and be nourished. And further- 
more, as those tithes were to be eaten with rejoie^ 
ing, we are reminded that no doctrine which issues 
in mourning and sorrow, should ever defile the 
house dedicated to christian devotion. 

Preceding our text, Ood complains of the bouse 
of Israel, as follows ; ** Will a man rob God ? ^ Yet 
ye have robbed me. But ye say, whereii have 
we robbed thee ? In tithes and offerings. Ye arc 
cursed with a curse ; for ye have robbed me^reven 
this whole nation*" But we are not to conclude 
that there were no offering ; for this prophet i^ 
chapter 1st, accuses the priests of offering polluted 
bread, of offering the blind, the lame, and the sick; 
and says to them ; " crffer it now unto thy gover* 
nor : will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy 
person ? saith the Lord of hosts." 

jyiy brethren, as the priests under the legal dis- 
pensation robbed (Jod, by withholding the tithes 
and offerings which were required ; and a^ they- 
polluted his altars with meat which was unsavory^ 
soothe priesthood under the gospel dispensation, 
have robbed Giod of those spiritual tithes and of- 
ferings which the law of Christ requires, and they 
have polluted the table of the christian sanotuary 
with unwholesome meat ; such as thej cannot ea* 
themselves, such as no one can eat with rejoicing, 
and suchy of which if a man eat he must die. 
Therefore, in our future inquiries on this subject, 
on this interesting occasion, we shall, 

1st. Examine the meat which has been offered 
in the sanctuary of christian devotion, and en^* 
deavour to show that, in some instances at least, 
it isnot the true spiritual tithes which Christ re*^ 
quires. 

2. We shall attempt to bring forws^ the true 
and living bread, that there may be meat in tlie 
housie of the liord,^ aud ^ve ecmoia ttu^ tokens that 
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we are not deceived in the bread widch we place 
on the table of the Lord. And, 

3. By proving God herewith we ehaU, if we 
make no mistake, see the windows of heaven open^ 
an^ a blessing poured out until there be not room 
enough to receive it. 

By proposing this method your humble servant 
^Quld, by no means, wish to indicate a satisfaction 
in finding fault with the religious sentiments, which 
have been long venerated in the christian church, 
f^rless in pursuing the inquiry would he manifest an 
ilividious spirit towards those whom he may view 
to be in error. The devout and fervent desires of 
his soul are, faithfully to pursue the path pointed 
out by the great apostle and high priest of the. 
christian dispensation, and cautiously to keep his' 
ieet in the bright and shining way, in which the 
captain of our salvation walked in the days of his 
flesh. It was not because the blessed Saviour 
took a pleasure in exposing the errors of the suf 
perstitious scribes, pharisees, and doctors, that he 
80 faithfully pointed them out to the people, but 
like a faithful and skilful suigeon, who probes the 
rankled wound, he directed his quick and powerful 
word in a way to search the most covered recesses 
of the heart, that the cure might be effectual, and 
place the patient beyond th§ reach of danger. 
With feelings theu/of the wannest charity towards 
all men, let us, without the least hesitation, enter 
the sanctuary of christian devotion, let us inspect 
with a holy jealousy, the corn, the oil, and the 
wine which our doctors of divinity have placed on 
the table of the Lord, and if the unclean be found 
there, though the hand of a father, or a brother 
have thus polluted the altar of our God, or although 
we ourselves have brought the vain oblation, let 
us in the name and spirit of Christ purge our Fa- 
ther's house. 

That religious sentiment which represents that 
an unalterable decree existed in the mind of the 
divine Being, from all eternity, pursuant to whioh 
• 13* 
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a lArge 'portion of the human family weife doomed 
to endless misery, even. before creation, is the first 
iP articular whidi is proposed for examination. It 
is not necessaray to state this article in the words 
in which it stands in the creed of the church, nor 
is it expedient to notice any of the. methods by 
which it has been defined or defended ; it being a 
fAct of general notoriety, that this sentiment is an 
essential article of the christian faith and doctrine, 
according to what has for ages been esteemed 
sound orthodoxy ; it belongs to our present inquiry 
to examine it in relation to any divine evidence by 
which it is supported. Or to indulge in the figura-. 
tive language of our text, we may ask what this 
sentiment ts the tithe of. 

The hearer will carefully recollect that God re- 
quired no tithes but of the blessings and bounties 
of his providence, with which he had enriched his 
people. When the tithe of corn, oil, or wine was 
brought into the house of God, it was there pre- 
sented before the Lord as a perfect, a fair sample 
of what God in his divine goodness had bestowed. 
The question now before us is, what has our heav- 
enly Father bestowed on our christian clergy and 
doctors, the tithes of which is this doctrine of paf- 
tial election to everlasting life, and the reprobation, 
of countless millions to a state of endless woe ?r 
The fruits of the spiritual land of promise are enu-. 
merated by a faithful scribe, and ar^ the following ;, 
" Love, Joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance©." If we truly 
tithe these heavenly fruits shall we find this doc- 
trine of election, which we have described ? Let 
us begin with love. But caution is here necessary. 
Does the gospel of Christ require that we love all 
men, or only a part ^ Answer, " It hath been said 
unto yoU) by them of oM time, thou shalt love tl^ 
neighbour and hate thine enemy ; but I say unto 
you, love your enemies, pray for them that hate 
you, and do good to them that persecute you, that 
yo\^ may be the children of yo^jr Father which is 
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la hearett ; tirho maketh his sun to rise: on th^ 
evil and oii the good, and sendeth his rain upon the 
just and upon the unjust.^' Here carefully observe 
that the Saviour requires the tithe of that same 
love which our heavenly Father has bestowed on 
OS, and does«most impartially exercise towards all • 
men. If we couM asV every individual who loves 
all men, whether that love which exercises his 
afiections dictates a single desire for the endless 
misery of any t)f the human family, is there one 
who wordd answer in the affirmative ? Is there a 
real Christian on earth or in heaven, who can 
say, that the love of God constrains him to choose 
some of Adam's posterity to enjoy wi^h him, hisj 
Saviour, his heaven and his Goa, and others to 
welter in torment world without end ? 

No, my Christian friends, there is not such i^ 
Christian in the world. Therefore this sentiment 
now under examination is not the tithe of the 
fruit of the love of God, 

fn the next place we may examine the inesti- 
mable fruit of the spirit, which the apostle places 
next to thatof love. This is joy. Will any, whose 
heart has been made to rejoice in God^ arid to joy 
in the God of their salvation say, that they rejoice 
in the belief that millions of their fellow creatures* 
are doomed to everlasting torment beyond thje 
shades of mortality ? Rjcmember, it Was strictly 
required under the law, and the law was a shadow 
of good things to conie, that the tithes shguld be. 
eaten with rejoicing. But has this doctrine, unde^ 
examination, ever been feasted on with joy and, 
gla,dness ? Would it not be mockery worse thaa 
the captive sons of Israel endured, when Ijiy the 
dark waters of Babylon, their enemibs nslj^ed of 
them the mirthful songs of Zipn, to insist that 
Christian people should rejoice in the doctrine of 
endless torment ? 

Look ye, my dear friends, contemplate parents 
arid children in the house of the Lord, eating the 
tithe-bfferirig and all rejoicing together in the good*^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



153 BAUW^ft hiuKQVU 

5. 

uees of tjic giver of every good aad ever; p^^rfe^ 
gift, and then turn your thoughts to &,di8conso- 
fate family in the house of Christian devotion. 
The father, the matbev, the ehUdren seated com- 
fortably together, the lovely sight ! but what 
do they hear from the desk? Some are elected 
of God to enjoy him for ever ; for them he has 
laid up his stores of mercy ; but the re9t of man? 
kind are reprobated to inconceivable m^ry for 
ever. Parents must be for ever separated from 
their children, companions ftpm each other, and 
children of Hie. same family must bid each other 
an eternal farewell. 

Now behold the.rfoom, now see the tears. of 
grief, now Bee thi? family looking one upon an- 
other, while their faces gather paleness. Is this 
the, meat which God requires us to put on his table ? 
IS this the li^es^ which came down from heaveu 
to give life to the world ? No, surely the fruit of 
joy is far from affording sudi tithes as these. 

Time will not admit, nqr is it necessary to ex- 
amine all the beforementioned fruits of the spirit, 
^nd to compare them with this doctrine of partial 
election? j ftp if the two first are directly opposed 
to this doctrine, the remainder cannot agree with 
itr However, we may notice the thiard, which is 
peace. Then let us ask whether this doctrine is 
productive of divine peace in the soul ? The 
Qpostle say»> "there is peace in believing and 
there is joy in the Holy Ghost." Eiit do we hear 
those, who endeavour to support this doctrine, atr 
tempt to persuade its votaries, that to believe 
that their dearest friends, and perhaps themselves 
are heirs of endless wrath by the inexorable de- 
cree of the Father of our spirits, wijl give them 
peace ? By no means. In fact they all endea* 
vour to leave this part of their doctrine for some^ 
body else. But be it remembered that he who 
brings the tithes must eat of them himself, and 
rejoice before the Lord* Let our dear friends^ 
our clergy, our doctors of divinity, who bring I3m 
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doetfine into the home of God, and plaee it oq 
the table of the Lord, oome fcnrward and deelare 
tiiat they^ take this doctrine to themselTes, and 
rejoice that their heavenly Father's decree has 
appointed them to endless woe. But they will 
not eat this meat. Then let it be taken away ; 
if it be not fit for them it is not fit for others, and 
eertainly it is not fit to ofier unto God. 

Says the prophet; " offer it now unto thy gov* 
emor; will h^- be pleased with thee?" If our 
preachers should give our governor such a charao* 
tcr as they attribute to the Supreme Buler of the 
universe, and persuade the people to believe that 
he h&s laid a scheme which he intends shall issue 
in the greatest possible happiness of a few of our 
citizens, but in the destruction of the greatest 
part of our community, would he be pleased with 
them? Would he accept their pers<His ? Would 
he e&teem them for the honour they had attributed 
to him ? My friends, that crown of thorns which 
wicked hands placed on the sacred head of the 
Sou of God, was a ^land of flowers, a festoon 
of roses compared with this. 

When this inquiry was commenced, It was the 
intention of the speaker to extend it to a ni^mhei? 
of particulars, but this would devote too much of 
our time to the least agreeable part of our genen^t 
subject. But if the hearer will cautiously remeiii- 
ber, that no doctrine which does not flow natural-* 
ly from the divine favour, can be admitted as whole- 
some and worthy of a place on the table of the 
I^ord, he will be ever able to examine and de^r- 
mine any particular tenet of doctrine, whether it 
be the bread of liib^ or that which pollutes the 
sanctuary. 

1. We shall now attein|)it to bring forward the 
true and living bread, that there may be meat, in 
the house of the Lord ; and' to give some true 
tokens that we dre not deceived in the bread 
which w^ place on the table of the Lord. An^ 
whUe doing tb|« we n^ay iln4 \t owv^u^tA ^^ «^> 
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po^e the pollution of some more of'th^ provisioM 
which have heretofore polluted this holy tabte. 

^ The first portion of meat which the high priest of' 
the Christian sanctuary and house of God presentsi 
us is the love of our heavenly Father. Love, we 
have noticed is the first of the fruits of the spirit* 
This should always appear oh the table of the^ 
Lord. God is love. God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son. Herein is. love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that 
while we wer? yet sinners Christ died for ns^ 
This, my brethren, is 4he true, genuine bread of 
eternal Hfe. Of this a man may cat and iiever die. 
This plain doctrine of the love of €k)d to the 
world shows the pollution of that doctrine whidi 
represents our Father in heaven to be an enemy 
to sinners. The popular doctrine of our clergy 
has jior ages taught, that God was such an enemy 
to sinful man, tl^ Jesud was under the necessity 
of appeasing his wrath with his own blood. Peo- 
ple have been exhorted to seek a oavering in JesOs 
from the vengeance of the everlasting Father of 
our spirits. All such doctrine is polluted breads 
it is dishonourable to Grod, it is unwholesome food; 
no man can feed on it with rejoicing. 
' ft is of moment that we duly consider that Jesu% 
our great High Priest, never present^ such bread 
as this on his Father's table. He never once in the 
days of his flesh intimated that our heavenly Fa« 
ther w^ our enemy, or that be had comedo suffer 
and die to appease his wrath. But be constant* 
ly inculcated the belief that God, his Father, 
and our Father was good to sinners, and delighted 
in their repentance and in fisncgiving them &eely ^ 
all trespasses. 

S. As a doctrine stranding indue eotinectioa with 

thid eyei*ksting love of Gem to the world of man* 

kind, the great High Priest set forth the necessity 

of repelitaAce towarda Oq& tta^ ^ih and .QOii^i 
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^ehee in Us mettf. Tn the doctrine of Jesus it is 
Been that the goodness of God leads sinners to 
repentance ; and this discovers the pollution oo^ 
rasioned bj that doctrine Which has led us to be- 
lieve, that our repentance was necessary to render 
our heavealy Father friendly to us. This polluted 
meat has been unifonqjiy set on the table of the 
Lord^ by our Christian clergy, and has produced 
a worship that has exceeded in its horrors, the 
miserable idolatry of the pnests of Baal, who cut 
themselves and cried from morning until night 
that they might move the compassion of their 
diety. 

Thfe doctrine of l-el^fetttance and reformation is 
most beautifully Set forth fa the Saviour's parable 
of the prodigral ; where there is no intimation of 
an angry fatner, who demanded some sacrifice to 
appease his wrath, which burned towards his son ; 
but a father full of compassion, ready to forgive 
and to bestow more than the son could think or 
ask. This, my friends, is heavenly bread ; it is 
a perfect sample of what we derive from the 
giver of every blessing. This doctrine of repent- 
ance, and confidence in God, should never be 
wanting in the house of the Lord. It is needed at 
all times, and should be set forth for al^ to partake, 
for all to eat of it with rejoicing. The way in 
which the wisdom of this world has set forth the 
doctrine of repentance, not only defiles the name 
of the Lord by efforts to reconcile him, but it pol 
luteal the sanctuary with its partiality; for it is 
never presented for all. The preacher thinks he 
has no need to eat of this ; he thinks likevrise that 
his church have no need to partake of this, but 
he sets it forth for those who have not subscribed 
to his creed nor owned his covenant- Such are 
called on to repent. But as it was under the law, 
those who brought the tithes ate of themselves, 
and gave also to their households, and all ate and 
rejoiced together, so let the ministers of the spirit- 
tial eanctuaiy and house of Gtod eat ol tbii^ Ys^w > 
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^ii]y meat mkI give it to «11 the Acrngpegpiticm, wd 
let them all partake of this provision together^ 
and rejdce in their God^ and ^y in thegoodnesB 
of our heavenly Father, who, with open arms i^ 
ready to embrace his ohildren^ to clothe theiki in 
the best robe, to grace them with his ring of love, 
and to welcome them as sons and daughters to hm 
table. 

Did those who once brought their tithes and 
ate them in the house of the Lord, think that there 
was no need of r^eating this requirement ? But 
our Christian people who are professors of religion, 
generally think, that as they once repented of sin, 
when repentan.ce is preached it is^meant for some 
body else, not for them. Thus the table of the 
Lord is become contemptible. 

S. The ^eat and momentous doctrine c^ man'>s 
constitutional sonship -and heirship in the God of 
. heaven and earth, is set forth as the bread of life, 
.in the testimony of the capt^iin of our salvation. 
He took little children in his arms and said^ of such 
is the kingdom of heaven. This shows us at once 
that the common doctrine, which has taught us 
that we were all bon^ into the world heirs of 
wrath and children of the devil, under God's wrath 
and curse, and liable to the pains of hell for ever, 
is most polluted, most profane bread. God gra- 
ciously grant that his table in this house may 
never be polluted and rendered contemptible with 
such meat. Is such doctrine the true, and gen- 
uine tithes of the blessings of the great possessor 
of heaven and earth ? (San such bread be eWen 
with jon ? My dear brethren, can you take your 
families and bring them to this house and here 
together with them, hear it proclaimed, that we 
were rill born into the world totally depraved, and . 
under the sentence of eternal death and rejoice in 
this testimony with your companions and children ? 
No, surely this is polluted bread. 

But with what swe6t delight, with what ration- 
lU rejoicing can you come with your households^ 
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8%^t'yoo*selte8ln thid housei which you thl» day 
dedicate to the Father of niercies, to Jesus, the 
great high priest of 'our profession, and to the doc- 
trine of his grace, atid attend to the divine testi- 
iftony, that we were all created, and bronffht into 
b^ing, heirs of Ood^ atid joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ. On this doctrii>fe you can all feed and be 
nourished therewith, of this yOu can all partake 
w5th rejdteing^ AYid this is the true token that 
the bread is acdfeptabte* unto God. A parent de- 
l^hts to ffeed the child with that which gives it 
pleasure and comfort. And so we have seeQ that 
it was commanded, in the shadow of these good 
tilings V Nothing was to be eaten ass tithes before, 
tfire Lord, but such as the soul desired, and of which 
they Could eat and rejoice. 

4. The doctrine of immortaMty and eternal life 
is brought to light throilgh the gospel, and is the 
true bread of God, and is that meat which endur- 
eth unto everiasting life. This doctrine \u the true 
tithe of the resurrection of Jesus ; who was deliv- 
€ff ed for our offences, and was raised a^ain for our 
justification. The hous)^ ctf the Lord should never 
be destitute of thSs meat, it should always be found 
on his table. Jesus ^aid ; " God is not the Gtod 
of the dead, but 6f the Hving ; for all live unto 
him." St. Paul says ; " As in Adarfl all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive." This doc- 
trine proves that the opinion, that ift a future state, 
there will be a reparation made,' and some of the 
human family received to ftivou^ a;ild happiness, 
while the rest are to, be banished to a state of 
wretchedness is polluted brifead. • We have no in- 
timation in the sacred word, from which we col- 
lect all the tithes for the hOus^ of the Lord, that 
Jesus, our forerunnet, has brought a fbture state^ 
of sin and misery to light through the gospel. 

Who can calculate the Jiorrows which have 
wrung the hearts of thousands, in consequence of 
their believing in-this separation of husbands and 
vdves, of parents and children, of bf ottietE wvdi %v%- 
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ten in the fiilare state* What lamenfatioaa^ what 
darkuets, what despair have filled the house of the 
Lord, where this doctrme has been suocessfully 
incdeated. That this is polluted bread is e v^ent, 
lor no one can eatjt with rejoiointf. Even those 
who profess it, and who are careful to place themr 
selves in the most favourigd condition, have con- 
tinual sorrow of heart, for fear some d^r compan- 
ion, some affectionate parent, some l<rm\y child, 
some beloved brother, sister or dear friend, may 
be torn away by the merciless hand of divine ven- 
geance, and plunged into a burning lake. But the 
true doctrme of eternal life, of immortality ,iuxd 
^ory, completes the heayea^ly banquet, and is a 
source of the most rational rejoicing that was ever 
contemplated by the human mind. But if we car- 
ry sin and misery into the resurrection state, we 
pollute the brend of life, and convert the ministra- 
tion of righteousness into death. 

Surely there can be no lovelier sight on earth, 
than a congregation assembjied, composed of whole 
families, in a convenient house, dedicated to the 
pure, unsullied doctrine of godliness, and there 
exercising themselves in supplication and thanks- 
giving; in contemplating the goodness of God and 
celebrating his praise ; and above all in anticipating 
an eternal sabb^ith of holiness and happiness be- 
yond the Jordan of death* 

Such doctrine is certainly the most de^able 
meat which can be offered in the bouse of God, to 
his honour, of for the comfort and happiness of his 
people. And it is worthy of remark that even the 
opposers of this doctrine acknowledge that it is 
ythe desire of their hearts ; it is what they fervent- 
ly and most devoutly pray for, but they fear that it 
is too good to be true. But let it be remembered, 
that those who ate tithes in the house of the Lord, 
were strictly copamanded to eat whatsoever their 
soul desired. 

5. Let us now bring all these tithes into the 
house of the L(Nrd, that there may be meat in his 
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hbttse ; arid let tts prove God herewith, and see if 
lie will ii6t operr the windows of heaven, and pout 
us out a blessing, until there be nat room ehough 
to receive it. 

Although we have restricted ourselves to only 
four particulars out of an innumerable multitude, 
care has been taken to select those, which when 
connected, uecessarily involve all others which 
belong to the table of the Lord ; and necesslurily 
exclude all polluted bread, which has been invent- 
ed by the partial wisdom of this world. 

In the combination of the fulness of our heaven- 
ly Father's lovo to the whole family of man, and 
the influence of the same to lead sinners to repent- 
ance, and to a settled confidence in the divine fer- 
vour, with the assurance that mankind was consti- 
tuted the heirs of eternal life in Jesus* and the 
hope, brought to light through him of life and im- 
, mortality, we find necessarily comprehended every 
^grace and every virtue which is not here particu- 
larly enumerated. 

With these dear and luminous sentiments in our 
minds, and while feasting on them with rejoicing, 
do we not perceive that the windows of heaven,, 
by which we may understand the promises of God 
in covenant to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob*; the 
testimony of all God's holy prophets since the 
world began ; who have testified the restitution of 
all things, corresponding with tte covenant of 
promise, that in the seed of Abraham all the na- 
tions of the earth should be blessed ; the doctrine 
of J<»us and the following testimony of his inspir-^ 
ed apostles ; I say, do we not see that these win- 
dows are open on this meat which we have brought 
into the house of the Lord i And from these win- 
dows do we not behold the light and evidence of 
our doctrine ? and do we not discover that a 
j^enitude of blessing flows through tiiem, even 
beyond the reach of the powers of our minds } 

As a sample of the whole, let us notice \ikfc 
foUpfi^; ^'/n ihte and in thy aeedJ!kia!i\ ^ i»- 
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tione be bleseeid' .All nfttioiui whcnn thou kast maJte 
. shall come and worship before thee, Lord ; and 
ishall glorify thy nainer In thi^ rnountam ehall the 
Lord of hosts make unto jail people si least of fat 
things ; of wines oa the lee?, of fat thines full of 
marrow ; of wines on the lees well refined : and m 
this mountain shall the Lprd of hosts destroy the 
face of the covering that ip cast over all people, 
and the veil that ijs spread over all m^oi^; he 
will . swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off aU faces ; and 
the rebuke of his people shall he take away £rom 
off all the earth : for the ^oj:d hath spot^ea it. 
And I| if I be lifted up&om^the ^rth, will dsaw 
all men unto me* And him that con^etk unto me 
I will in no wise cast out. For God sent wi 
his Son into the wo?ld to cookdemqi the world, bijtf 
that the world through him niighjt be saved. For 
as by the offence of one judgment came upon ali 
men to condemiiatipn, even so by the righteous- 
ness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto 
jastification of life. For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God ; being justified freely 
by his grace, thi^ough th^ redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. Who gave hiinself a ransom fop aU, 
to be test^ied in due time. Who is the propitia* 
tion for ouir sins, and not for ours only, biU also 
for the sljis of the whole world. Who was dellv* 
ered.for our offences, and was raised again for out 

i'ustlfication. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
/hrist shall all be made alive. For it is sown uk 
corruption, it is raised in incorruptipn ; vt is sowa 
in dishonour, it is raised in. glory ; it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power ; it is sown a natu- 
ral body, it i3 raised a ^iritual body. As we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly. For this eorruptiblo 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put, 
on immortality. And every creature that is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the ^earth, 
and Buch a9 aire il^ th^ s^a, aud s^ ihs^ are inLtkMW 
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Iieaf!^ I, «sty"^j U^uu^j^md honour, and glory, 
flOHi pow^, l^e imto him th^t sitteth upon the 
tiirone, and unto the lamb forever and «ver.^' ' 

This doctrine b that river, the «treame whereof 
make glad the city of our God ; it is that pure riv< 
er of the water of life, that proceeds from the 
throne of God and the Iamb. In the midst of the^ 
street of it and on either side is the tree of life, 
which bears twelve manner of fruits, and yields 
her fruit every month ; and the leaves of the tree^ 
acre for the healing of the nations. 

That there is an abundance of this grace, even 
beyond the extent of our wants, is evident not 
only from the apostle's declaration, that where 
sin abounded grace did much more abound, but 
also, from all the emblems which the holy spirit of 
prophecy has used to represent it. 

Moses says ; my doctrine shall drop as the rain, 
my speech shall distil as the dew : as the small 
rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers 
upon the grass. These emblems extend the divine 
favour without measure. Isaac represents the 
Saviour by the emblem of light, rising and shining 
on the Gentile world, effecting salvation to the 
ends of the earth. Eze&iel travelled in the holy 
waters of this grace, until he says they were risen 
waters, waters to swim in, a river that no man 
can pass. Jesus said ; The water that I will 
frive, shall be a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life. And in the last day, that great 
day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, if any 
man thirst let him come to me and drink. 

My friends, the grace of God is as free and as 
abundant as the light of the sun, as the rain from 
heaven, as wells and rivers of water. 

Brethren, may it please an indulgent God, to 
reward all your labours, your highly honourable 
exertions, and your commendable perseverance, 
from the commencement of the gathering of your 
societv in this place, to the completion of thia 
beautiful hou^e, and to its oresent dg^c>^\!kOtL X^ 
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the worship of the one true rad livkig God) wM 
sa abundance of those spiritual provisions witii 
which Sion is blessed. And may the divine glory 
abide in thiir house ; may there be wholesome 
meat on the table of the Lord in this place con- 
tinually, for you and for your children for a long 
time to come. And may it also please God to 
continue your happy union, and your good agree* 
ment and fHendly intercourse with the other 
Christian societies in this place. 
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CXODU8 xxxn. as. 

«ABd tbe Loid phfMd *t people beeaMe they made die calf whieh 

AaivBmade.*' 

Whbk Moses, the Jewish law-giver, was callecf 
into Mount Hereby or Sinai, to receive the tables 
of the law from the hand of the Lord, he was ab« 
sent from the congregation so long as to render the 
people uneasy. The people, therefore, came to 
Aaron the priest, ahd said, ^'ITp, make us gods, 
wluch shall 00 before us ; for as for this Moses, 
the man that brought x^ up out of the land of 
Egypt, we wot not what is become of him." 
Aaron, it seems, was like many modern priests, 
jvery much disposed to please the people, whether 
pe pleased Grod, or not. ^^And Aaron said unto 
Ithem, break off the golden ear-rings which are in 
khe ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your 
daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the 
Wople bralte off the golden earwrtngs which were 
m theirears, and brought them unto Aaron. And 
he received Htbrn at their hand; and fashioned it 
jWith a gravii^ tool, after he had made it a molten. 
«Jf ; and they said, these be thy gods, O Israel, 
which l^rought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 



j> 



s 



'Aud when Aaton saw i% he built an altar before 
it ; and Aaron made prodamation, ; and said, to- 
lamcrir is « feast to. the Lord. And they irose u^ 
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early on the morrow, and offered burnt-offerings; 
and the peopFe sat down to eat and to drink, and 
rose up to play." 

The hearer will be careful to keep in mind this 
account of the making of the caU* ; for we shall 
And that Aaron ffave a very different repres^tita- 
tion to MoBes aftarwards, when he found that 
Moses' wrath was hot against him for this wicked- 
ness. The Lord informed Moses in the mount, of 
the iddatry of the people ; and sent him deWn tm-^ 
mediately. ^^And Moses said unto Aaron, what 
did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought 
80 great a sin upon them l And Aaron said, let < 
not the anger ot my lord wax hot; thou knowest 
the people, that they are set on mischi^. Fer 
they said unto me, make us gods which shall go 
before us; for as for this Moses, the man that 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wiot not 
what is become of him. And I said unto them, 
whosoever hath any gold, let th6m break it off 
So they gave it me : then I cast it into the fire, and 
there came out this calf." You perceive here^ 
that Aaron gives no intimation that he keid any- 
hand in forming this image ; but endeavours, with 
all craftiness, to exonerate himself from any blame.r 
In the first place, he referred Moses to what he 
himself knew pf the people ; that they wwe set oa 
mischief. This answered as an excuse for hi& 
complying with their demand. Thiij is the way 
that priestcraft excuses itself in our day. If 
preachers are asked why they preach such absur- ' 
dities, such nonsense, doctrines not taught in the 
scriptures,, doctrines which are dishonourable to 
both God and man — they refer to the w;ickednes«ff 
of the people ; and say that nothing else will suit, 
them or their circumstances. The real fact is,^ 
they are afraid if they do not continue in the tra- 
ditions in which they have been ,eduoat,edy they* 
will be discontinued in their professional labours. 
Ajitron, no f^oubt, was afraid of losing his office, if - 
he did not please the peoi?Wv Ke tWofore made 
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it bis stttdfy to do if* He furthermore «aid to Mo-«^ 
«e», ^^tiien I cast it into the fire, and there came 
out Aifi calf." Here was an evident design to de« 
eeive Moses, and make him think that a miracle 
had been wrought to produce this image ; for how 
cocdd it happen that gold ear-rings cast into the 
fire, should come out in the shape m a calf, if some 
invisible power had not given it form ? And surely 
if a miracle had produced this image, the people 
might he justified in paying it divine honours; and 
Afuron was by no means censurable for what an 
invisible power had eflected. 

By referring to history, we may be satisfied re- 
specting the way in which this ima^ of a calf be- 
eame the idol of these Israelites. Diodorus Siculus 
mentions Remphis, a king of Egypt, about the 
time that Jacob went down there ; and says of him, 
that he gathered an infinite mass of wealth ; and 
left behind him at his death, four million talents ; 
which makes it probable that he was the prince, 
which in the famine, by the advice of Joseph, got 
all the wealth of Egypt, and of the neighbouring 
eountries into his hands. This person was after- 
wards worshipped; as a god, for having saved his 
country in time of famine; and was accordingly 
placed among the stars. This star, it seems, was 
Saturn ; for in ali old Egyptian alphabet, Saturn is 
called Reephan. St* Stephen, in the 7th of Acts, 
assists us in this inquiry. He savs, alluding to 
this image — "And they made a calf in those days, 
and ofiered sacrifice unto the idol ; and rejoiced in 
the works of their own hands. Ye took up the 
tabemade of Moloch, and the «lar of your god 
Remphark; figures which yemade to worship them." 
Concerning this Prince of Egypt, there is a tradi* 
tion in SuWas, (which the author whom I consult 
says is) very intelligible. This tradition says o( 
«^>, the Egyptian god, that he was a certain rich 
ii^n, to whom, at his death, they erected a tem- 
ple ; in which an ox was fed, as being the hieto* 
glyphlo qfajk kuAaudim^^ 9y wHcVv^ \j^ ^"^^^"vx^ 
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s. that this was the catf or btdlock worshiped hy\\m 
Israelites. Saturn being among the gentiles prea- 
dent of husbandry ; and therefore, sometiaieit war- 
shipped in the shape of that animal, under the 
name of Jiph. There is r^erence to this ox in the 
H)6th PsiUm, as foHows : '^ They made a calf in 
Horeb, and worshipped the molten image. Thus 
they changed their glory into the similitude of an 
ox that eateth grass." 

By these references to history, both sacred and 
profane, we are led to suppose, that this image 
was worshipped in Egypt for nearly four hundred 
years before the Israelites went out of that coun* 
try. These Israelites had, no doubt, imbibed 
many superstitions which were incorporated into 
the Egyptian -worship } and a veneration for this 
idol among the rest. 

When^ therefore, the people demanded of Aaron 
to make them gods to go before them, he well 
knew the form of the image which would best suit 
their superstition, and accordingly shaped the a- 
militude of an ox. 

Our text informs us, that/* the Lord plagued the 
people because they m^e the calf which Aaron 
made." Wo are not to suppose that the divine 
ruler of the universe becomes inimical towards 
his creatures, because of theup foolish idolatry 5 
but it is the established law of natoe, that conse* 
quences must follow their ceruses. If people wor* 
ship a^ Deity, who is. able to protect them, who is, 
of his own accord, willing to do all for them whidi 
they need, they have then no, trouble, are at no 
expense to do for their Deity ; but they have rest 
and confidence. But if they worship -a god of 
their own imaginations, one formed according td 
superstition, they must stand in awe and* fear of' 
him, according to the attributes which they give 
him. They must do for him, for he cannot do fQiP 
them. The true God tafees care of, and provides 
tor his people ; but the people must take care oi^ 
W}dprovid«faraf(ibie9o4. It^tbiA ^«.y^ all i^ 
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to plague their votaries, aad briog thftm into tor- 
ment. In this way likewise, all manner of wick^ 
;ednes8 operates to the disadvantage of transgreft* 
sorSf naturally tending to render them unblessed 
aiid miserable^ 

We shall now proceed to apply the subject of 
oiur text to represent the false religion of our own 
times ; and the craft of a priesthood bv which the 
people are led into error. As the children of Is- 
rael were brought up and educated in Egypt, and 
as they had in their youth imbibed many super* 
stitions, they were prepared to be imposed upon, 
even by their own inventions. So, my friends, it 
is with the people in our day^; they are educated 
in their youths according to many vain supersti- 
tions. These vanities in process of time, became 
incorporated into their religion, and are venerated 
as divine principles. 

The clergy so contrive as to have the grossest 
errors and most unreasonable superstitions taiight 
to children, and impressed on their tender minds 
with all possible solemnity. What are called Sun* 
day schools are particularly improved for such 
purposes. The child is informed, in the first place^ 
that its nature is altogether bad, that it is an en* 
tirely depraved being; that its very nature is such 
as it is at enmity against God ; aad that it hates 
God : also that God is a being who possesses infin^ 
ite indignatioa and wrath towards all such ; and - 
that he has prepared a bmrning lake of brimstone, 
into which they who are thus sinners, are exposed 
to fall every moment. The child is informed that 
it deserves to be sent to hell for ever ; and that it 
is suspended over the burning lake by the brittle 
. thread of life, and that the divine wrath, like an 
all-devouring flame, is extending itself to consume 
this thread, and to precipitate its victim into rem- 
ediless woe. 

The child, who is thus taught, surely would 
never have thought of these things, ii \l Vta^di ivoV 
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unttt a god of a hateful character is erroneously 
held tip to itfl mind. It would know nothing of 
this natural depravity, if its instructors had not- 
imposed such an idea on it. Nothing in nature 
would ever have suggested to the child, that it 
deserved to go to hdi for ever after death. No- 
thing in the economy of divine providence would 
ever have suggested to his mind, that the divine 
ruler was possessed of an unmerciful vengeance 
and wrath towards him. All these are unnatural, 
unreasonable ideas ; they are the work of errone^ 
ous imaginations, fostered by Buperstitioii an4 
priestcraft. 

Agreeably to this erroneous beginning, priest* 
craft goes on with its labxmrs, and endeavours to 
establish a reli^on consisting of attributes of a 
similar description. And the religion, the duty, 
and the whole scheme of what passes for divinity 
u^ith our schools of error, correspond as perfectly 
with those errors taught to children, as the Horeb 
cttif did with the Jlpis of Egypt. The preachers 
of antichristian doctrines erSeavour, to the utmost 
of their abilities, using all their learning, all their 
arts, and all the powers of eloquence, to operate 
on the fears of their hearers. From pulpits people 
are in the habit of hearing laboured representa- 
tions of the tohnents of^ future state, under the^ 
dispensation of the divine vengeance; and he is 
Trailed the bei^t preacher who can succeed in the 
most horrible representation of the divine charac^ 
ter, and of the naseries of the future world. Such 
preaching, being assisted with other correspond- 
ing means, frequently pifoduces what are called 
awakenings, excitements, revivals, atid reforma- 
tions. Some, one or twD, are exercised" with great 
distress of mind ; fears of hell are worked up in 
their apprehensions, and they are, said to be con- 
victed of sin. Now is the time for Aaron the priest 
to exert his skill. He goes to these unhappy 
Wjretohes, and puttixvg oa all the gloom of counte 
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dered iamiUar, itnd ouxiuls^ng his voi^ ia a way 
to heighten the horrors wJuph already occupy tho 
XQuUidv he. wefaoea with several k>Qg and deep 
^hfl, ai)id ta^ ptoceedB to gather ear-rings and 
jewibls as fpllows.; po^ypu view yourself loet and 
undone by xiature f V9 ypu now realisce that yoa 
hate\Gk>d? Do you a^ the holing plT the divine 
vengeance for ypur sim, and the justice in your 
being sent to hell for eivf r ? All these jewels «re 
delivered to the piriestf and of them he forms thci 
calf. When tvery ;r^atu^ of this Egyptian god is 
perf(^ctly formed^ It |8 customary for tne priest to 
^nounce the subjei[;t of those hx^rrors, hopefuUg 
converted. We frequently find published in relig^ 
ious papers, and in, reli^ous tracts, accounts of 
these woaderful cQUvemons. The narration will 
Retail the patticular exercises of miind, and set 
forth the views )vhich the^ subject had, when it is 
supposed that the divine spirit had the control. Ii| 
tbese i^ccounts we are informed that poop sinners 
were made s^nsibte of their lost condition by na- 
ture, their desperate hatred towards God, and the 
justice of the divine law in^^e^manding th^ir utter 
destruction. ■ And pomatimes it is ^jarsfully insert- 
ed, that the converts were deeply^ impressed with 
the entire falsity of the idoctrine of universal sal- 
vation. But the Prices, \y ho give us these ac- 
counts, are as careful not to intimate that they were 
the authors of all these views and exerdses, as 
Aaron was not to own that he formed the molten 
calf and fashioned it with a, graving tool. But 
whoever will take the liberty to examine these 
things, and compare them ; whoever will judge of 
them according to ^fommo^ jrvlea of judging of 
other things, will be sati^d at, once, that, all their 
gloomy fears, all their en;oAeou;B notions about the 
depravity of our mature, of our natural hatred to- 
wards God, of God's enmity and wrath towards 
us, and, of the justice of our eternal coud^mw^XJvow^ 
when broi^A^tog-ether and ijQijBolidpLt^^V^^ otv^ 
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* mass, is lioftiiig Init a Moioch Torrid 1^ Iiiriesl 
<a*aft i an idol produced in the schools of supersd • 
tion, and carefuHy guarded by the holy c^ce. 

My friends, t solemnlv declare that I feet 00 op- 
position, no enmity against any denomination 6f 
religionists in the wond, if I knovr my own hearts 
These remarks are not designed agatestinen^ 
against my fdlqw beings ; but I acknowlo^e my 
determined opposition to all priestcraft, to all re* 
Kgious deception; and I openlv^avow m^ eiitiris 
devotedness to the woric of rencnng the ircul of sa^* 
perstrtion from the minds of men to the utoost. of 
my feeble abiHties. I hxM in utter abhorrence 
the craft and art by which thotrsands are deceived^ 
and tnade to believe, that the spfa:it of God teaches 
these abominations, ^hich are as unlike Gk>d, H^ 
was the Moloch of the ancients, to liirhom thous- 
ands of innocept children were sacrificed. If wu 
can be persuaded to believie that the divine spirit 
teaches such "religion as we have noticed, then, of 
course, it becomes our duty to kneel before it and 
^ honour it with the devotion of bur hearts. It apk 
pears to have been the design of Aaron to deceive 
Moses, and make him believe that the calf was 
miraculously formed, when he knew that he form- 
ed it himself. I should be glad with all my heart, 
to save Aaron from this imputation, but it is out of 
my pdwer. And I should be equally glad to save 
otfr antiehristian clergy from the imputations here 
suggested, but it is equally out of my power. Every 
feature, every attribiite of false religion is a direct 
and palpable testimony that the spirit of the true 
God has nothing to do #ith it^ whole scheme. 
The finders of the priests of Baal have had the 
fashionmg of every part of this idol ; and as Moses 
ground the Horeb calf to powder, and gave it to 
those whp made it, to'dnnk, so those Who have 
fashioned false j^Iigion, must receive its deadhf 
qualities to themselves. 

To a hea^ of seftsibility, the considet'atlon of 
$he evil effiboto of tiws 'ptw«V<iTa&:, )a ^^cQlttLrlt rf- 
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feotkig^* -Th^ dbmal berroirs whi^ are reiterated 
from imlpits, so powerfidly operate on weak 
nerves, aa to produce effects truly lamentable. 
The feoiale part of the audience is generally most 
a&cted ; and these aJbojoaiiiabie Qotion# produce ia 
the minds of women and children such concern as 
banishes all pomfert, and drives many even to desr 
pfdr entirely of the jnercy of heaven. It is so weU 
Jooown hy the clergy, that these gloomy fears have 
ja greater power on femnle minds thajd on men^ that 
they almost uniformly attack this, wi^aker part 
And some have given it as their opioioa, that there 
will many more women b^ saved, than there will 
be of men. Wkat makes them think so is, they 
find it easier to l€»ad women into their notions, than 
to lead men. . Ip^ consisteiicy with these remarks, 
we find the most women in those congregations 
where the most of this gloomy doctrine of divine 
vengeance, eternal misery, ftc is held up. These 
remarks regard ^subje^ generally. There are, 
females, to tbe hoiBOur of me sex be it observed, 
that are tooiieQsible to be led away by that which 
is destitute of either scripture authority or the 
dictates of reason. 

ft is enough to melt one's hec^rt into pity and 
compassion, to observe the operations of this fiilse 
religion on the minds of children. It is not long 
since I was told of a poor distressed child, who, on . 
its return from a ^u^day school, went to its parent 
and burst into tears^ exclaiming, ^ I wish I had 
never been bcim !" With surprise and compassion 
the parent inquked the cause of this bitterness of 
soul ; when the child replied, I must go to hell and 
bum for ever in fire and brimstone ! Thus early 
does priestcraft begin its (^rations, operations 
most insidious, <artfm, and deleterious. 

¥Ke may now proceed jto notice how those who 
make and worship this antidiristian idol are 
leagued and even tormented. And here we shall 
do. well to ojbservei that it is not because our heav- 
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his deluded ok&df eo, that thej are thus plained ; 
but these tonnents aire the Beoessary oonsequencee 
of false ideas of Gtod, and of the services whick 
superstition imposes on the deceived. A fair sam- 
ple of this may be seen in the idolatpous worsfaq) 
into which the Israelites de^reAerarted, when they 
cauf^ed their sons and their daufl^ters to pass 
through the fire unto Moio6h« What must have 
been the distress of parents, who became so infat- 
uated as to offer their littfo children in sacrifice to 
this abominatioii. Christian pre^essors vamly im- 
agine that such idolatry is mast stupid, and ofien* 
slve to God ; but they fatefi to an altar, ea whiefa 
millions of infants are devoted to a d^ty, whose 
wrath, they think, will kindle a flame upon them 
tp all eternity ! And, my itends, will you allow 
yourselves to reflect, one moment, on theaggregate 
amount of misery whidi such rdigion produces in 
what is called christian .eommunities ? Who can 
be otherwise than imsefaUe^ while believkig that 
they themselves, tf^ek* connexions, their dear chil- 
dren are every moment exposed to drop into un- 
speakable torment ? Not only are the tenets of 
false religion fraught with consequences resulting 
in the misery of poor deluded mortals, but all the 
duties it requires are burdensome. We oonstailtly 
heai' the outcries of the superstitknis, reparefsrenting 
the hardships they utnl^rj^ ifi the service ojf their 
deity. They a:ck^owledge themselves, that were 
it not, that they expect a reward hereafter, for 
their religious duties performed,- if they were not 
in fear that 60^ wi^l administer, ki the future 
world, dreadful! torments on them, they would, by 
ho means attend to the duties of their retigion, but 
would indulge in every v^ to which blind ipassion 
should lead. In this, we have their honest confes- 
sion, that their (rod is a tyrant, is a reaF Molbch, 
-'ho takes delight in the misery of his subjects, 
1 id so pleased with their Sufierings, thsit he is 
ling to reward all such as wiH voluntarily tor- 
nt themsehres lot \ilte ^ratt&jewAswv^^^^ 



here also dieir Koaeet oonfeii^aon, that fheir i^lig- 
ious duties are irksome, and that they think they 
deserve a recompense in the world to eome, as 
they have none in this ! Thas they are plagued 
because they make the balf which their pnests 
make. The blind lead the blihd, and all fall into 
the diteh fogetlier. 

As the image 6f the Egyptian idol was in the 
H^nds of the Israelites, it was natural for them to 
^ve their idol the same form ; and so it is with 
idoI-makers in our times. 'Riey form their Mo- 
lochs according to images which exist in their own 
decei-^ed hearts, and furnish them with their own 
spirit and passion. We may learn the dispositioii 
of the deity pedjde worship by the ^isposftion of 
his worshq)per8 ; or we may learn theilr ffisposition 
by the disposition of their idol. There' is not a 
^uaKty in one which is not in the other ; and for 
this good reason, the idol exists no where, but in 
the imagiifiation and disposition of these idolaters. 
St. Pfeul says, and very justly, " We know that ah 
idol is nothing in the* world." When professors 
of*re!igion exercise a bitter, persecuting spirit to- 
wards those who do not conform to their notions, 
they are always able tb vindicate the justice of 
their unmerciful crudty by the vindictive justice 
of their equally unmerciful deity ; and when they 
dooni their fellow creatures to a state of- endless 
sufferinffs, they can look up and see the wrath of 
their offended idol, all hot and ready to be poured 
down on their devoted heads ! But after all, my 
friends, the whole of this vastly extensive scenery, 
the idol, the heaven he resides in, his wrath, to- 
gether with the hell in which the subjects of his 
fury are to be tormented are no where in the whole 
universe, only in the deceived hearts of those idol* 
irters. What an incalculable aggregate of misery 
is ^ildured, by the millions, who are devoted to the 
service of such superstitions. Those who wor 
ship, wdr^hip out of fear, and those who do not 
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are afndd %o m^mpi it, lett they $hau)doffi^&4 by 
some mbtake. 

Let u« turn from all tbi» scene of nm&ty and 
eervile religion, and lend an ear to the o^eatial 
voice of eomfort. *^ Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give yoii 
jrest. Take my yoke upon you, ^nd leam of me ; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and ye riiall 
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is Cfasy, 
and ray burden is lights" It is the voi^ of the 
Prince of pea^ ; it is the language of the teacher 
sent of God. Jesus did not come to load men with 
burdens grievous to be borne : but h>eeaai& to undo 
the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed ga 
free. This divine instructor was never known to 
set forth the Father of spirits, as a being full of 
vindictive wrath and indignation towards men; 
but on the contrary, he taught the people that God 
was their Father ;, that he is more kind to men 
than any earthly father is to his ofl^pd^: ai^d 
that in room of hating the wicked, who are his^ en- 
emies, he loves them and blessea them. This infi-< 
nitely glorious truth, the blessed Saviour laid ba 
the foundation of the true faith, bjoA as a perfect 
model, according to which, he direeted his disci^ 
pies to conduct towards their fellow men. H& 
never taqght the people, that they were sinners, 
by nature ; that they, even in childhood, naturally 
hated G>od ; that divine justice, like a devouring^ 
flame, was continually burning with vengeance to^ 
wards them, for what they were by nature : or« 
that they were in danger, every moipent, of falling 
into a hell of endless misery. We have no account 
in the New-Testament, that Jesus as^ed such qu^^ 
tions of those whom he- called to be his disciples,, 
as are now asked of such as are acknowledged as 
o(Hiverts to the religion of wr day^ He never 
a^ked one of his followers, whether he realized 
that he was an enemy to God by nature, or wheth- 
er he was sensible that h^ hateidhi? heavenly JPa^ 
her ; or whether he could see dearly that it would 
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De just whfa God to sentence him to toiBerj for 
ever ; or whether he would be willing to be eter- 
nully miserable for the glory of God. But he 
revealed the lovely character of the Father of in- 
finite mercy and compassion ; and uttered such 
gracious words, ai^d performed such mirades of, 
grace, that the people were attracted and drawn 
to him by vast multitudes^ And had it not been 
for the superstitious religion of his time, a super- 
sfitidn which seems now to be in fashion, it seems 
that the whole nation ef the Jews would have em-^ 
braced the Staviour and his gospel at once. 

This superstition now stands fbrth to oppose the 
progress of divine light, and the spread ot impar- 
ttal grace : but its power is bui weak, its influence 
is vastly diminished ; while the Prince of peace 
and saWation is extending the triumphs of his 
grace, and thotsands are rejoictng to see his day. " 

My friends, let u&iH> longer worship the idol of i 
superstition^, let us no longer bow down: to that 
wMch is «A abomination ; let us no longer imagine 
that our heavenly Father is possessed of these 
cruel, unmerciful passions, which have disgraced 
the christian- name' with persecutions too horrid to^ 
oontemplate, and anathematized millions, for whom' 
the Saviour died, with curses more horrid stilLl 
But let us learn of Him who has taught uts to love 
one another^ to love our enemies, to bless and 
curse not. 

ThereHgion of Jesus i& confidence in the divine 
favours ; it is hope in everlasting life ; it is for- 
giveness to those who injure us ; it is fervent in 
supi^catioBs for those who despitefully use us and 
persecute us. This religion is designed to over- 
oome evfl with good, and to reconcile all things to 
God : so ttiat every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall confess, that Jesus Christ is Loicd, to the» 
glory of God the Fafter. 
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7EREMIAH, UI. 15, 

*< An^ I will give jgh pastors accorditi{r to mine heart,, which shall feed 
you with kBowfed^ aad imderstandiiig." 

In tliis prophetic testio^^nj) tjte dime Being 
pronuses to give faJis people, pa^t^r^i iaetruotorB or 
teachers acpojrding to bis owAheai** By this we 
leam that God, wMl not leave H t(> the wisdom of 
this world to appoint a mii^istry \ but that h^ will 
see to this himself^ and will endow those whom he 
appoints with his wisdom, bis niind, and his wUi. 

The ^eat olyect of thi^ ministry is dearly dfi" 
fined. It is not to mniise the pimple w^ myste- 
rious dogmas, and to (Jraw over their ey^s a ban* 
dage of superstition, ren4er:ed saored by traditionf; 
but its object is to feed the p^ple with knowledge 
and understanding. This directs us to consider 
that all the subjects on which the true ministry 
labours, are such as th^ teacher kno wis to be true; 
and such a^ he understands : they are «uch as 
people may be taught to know Qnd Understand. ' 

When the wisdom of this worid^ets up reliffioii, 
and appoints a ministry, it tfk](es eake thht uiose 
who are th^a. appointed, ari^ according to itself iii 
heart and afibctions ; who will be faithful to its 
cause, and who will studiously oppose the wis^cm^ 
mind, and will of God. When theological institu- 
tionis send out miniBtetS) case Va \^^\n. ^^\. >2^<^\s 
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wisdom, their minds aii4 their wills, Bre all in ac- 
<k>rdance with the scheme of doctrine maintidned 
by the institutions to which they owe their author- 
ity. What must we naturally expect from such 
teachers ? Answer : they wUl feed the people 
with all the inconsistencies and contradictions, all 
the partiality and vindictive wrath, which arc 
maintained in the schools where they were ed- 
ticated. As an example of what we here state, 
we refer you to the theolo^cal institution at 
Jeroisatem ; at the head of whidi was placed I)r. 
Gamaliel. Saul, the persecutor, was a pupil of 
this school of divinity ; and he was according to 
the spirit, wisdom, and disposition of that institu- 
tion. In perfect accordance with the interest of 
that wisdom in which he had been taqght, he 
was exceedingly mad against Christ and his reli- 
gion ; tod breathed out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter against his disciples. By the authority which 
stood in w^pport of the institution, at which this 
persecutor was doctrlnated, he was aath(»rized to 
take all that believed in the name of J^us, and 
commit them to prison, whether men or women. 
But when this same person was appointed a min- 
ister of Jesus Christ, it was the Work of no theo- 
logical school of human establishment ; -it was 
the work of that Grod, who says in bur text, — ^^ I 
will give you pj^stor^ according to mi»e heart, 
which shall feed jo^ with knawleidge and under- 
standing." Wl^at an amaxing change is this, 
Whjch WeiB effected in this inftiriated persecutor ! 
He is no longer in the spirit and interest of the 
school where he had ohtamed his education ; but 
he is now in the spirit and interest 6f the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, whom he had before pqrseouted. 

Had it beian left to the Jews and Gentiles to 
have set up a ministry, and to appoint ministers, 
the doctrine of JesuQ wpuid not have been tl^ir 
scheme ; nor iJ^roiild men, such as were the apos- 
tles of the SavitHjr, been appointed t5> \U ^^^i^Jiia 
i^boi^'fff ■■-'' ■'. - *Dig;i,-,db;GoogR- '-^ '■ 
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From motives, bjr wiiich the htimaa bea^t ]$ 
BUftceptible of iBftoenoe, iadlviduals may take it 
upon themselves to become pastors or teacher$> 
They may be deoeived^ and believe that Grod haa 
sent them, when it is cwaly the desire of their ow^ 
hearts, occasioned by a eeal which is^ot accord* 
inff to knowledge: or they may appoint thenh 
selves to this work, because they desire those 
honours and emoluments which they find are at> 
tached to the profession. But my friends, there 
is not the least difficulty in determining whether a 
man be appointed by himself, or whether he be 
sent of God. If he has ' appointed himself, . he 
will preach himself. But he wiU endeavour, first 
of all, to make you believe that he is sent of God. 
To do this, he will talk much about his love of, 
and concern for your poOT souls. He will appear 
to be in an agony for the salvation of precious, 
immortal souls* He will solemnly declare how 
much he prays for yomr conversion, aod that yoa 
may have an interest in the Saviour. He will in* 
form you, that he weeps for you in the silent 
hours o£ the night; imd that he is willing to 
spend and be spent for your salvation* Whea 
people bear all this, they say, this nawsi be^a gop^l 
man, a good minister; how he loves our souls! 
This, my friends, is just what he wishes you to 
think and say. His object is now obtained. Your 
minds are placed on him ; you love him in return 
for his loving you, or sayi/at^ ke loves you; and 
this is tka object he had in view wben he told you 
all these tillages }f he had been appointed by 
our heavenly Fa.theis if hehad b^n a muiister d 
Jesus Christy h# would have, employed his argu« 
ments to persuade you to believe in the love of 
God, manifested through his Son to a sinful world. 
But he will not allow that God is as much engag- 
ed in the salvation of your souls as he is. If you 
ask him if he would save all men, if it were in 
his power y he would answer^ Yes ; even if it cost 
oyr life. If you ask. \i\m vf^^vYvt^x Qt^ V^ ^ht^ 



to «a\ e ril men, he wiH rtaty mooOj Bntw«jr in tfie 
tfirmative ; but will nolaUoir that he loves hi9 
creatures enotigh to exert this power for their 8al« 
TBition. Now which is the best beings thui miais- 
ter, who would save aU men if he could^, or hw 
Qodj who has ftia power, and yet will not do it 7 
The minister, be sure. Which do the people love 
the best ? Him, who thejr believe loves them the 
best. Our subject is now perfectly clear. The 
preacher appointed himself^ and he preaches him* 
self: he stands directly between Ood and thejpeo- 
pie, and thel)r eyes are on him, and not on Uod, 
they love hini>but db not love God: they put 
their trust ih him, but not in God. Jesus said, 
M He that speaketh of himself^ seeketh his own 
glory ; but he that veeketh the glory of him that 
sent him, the same is true, and there is no un- 
righteousness in him." Ministers who directly, 
or indirectly imply, in their preaching, that they 
are better than our Father in heaven ; and talk of 
their own love and zeal, certainly seek their own 
glory ; and to exalt themselves in the estimation 
of the people. . 

The attention, of the audience is now invited to 
die consideration of the holy things which are to 
be ministsered to the peo^de. Remember, our text 
says, ^^whidi shall feed. you with knowledge and 
understanding." This, we have already observed^ 
gives us to understand, that the preachers sent of 
God, preach what they know and understand } 
and what the people can know and understand. 

We shall here take the liberty to call up a few 
leading articles in the orthodox creed, which for 
ages have been considered as indispensable truths: 
a deviation from which, excludes from the Chris- 
tian commuilion and fellowship. We shall not, at 
this time, undertake to disprove those inventions 
of human wisdom ; but only 1o inquire whether 
they are facts which are known and understood. 
If they are, then they arte the proper subiects to 
be ministered as n^pi^tttM food to ttie ij^i^^v \^>^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



if not, Atra the oondoioii 18 uaavoid^e, Att 
those who preach them, da not, in 80 doing, feed 
Toa with knowledge mnaiindemtanding. 

The first periiculer whick ^e will at thistime^ 
call In qaestion, is what is cdied the fall of maa* 
This doctrine supposes that Adam^ by one trtos^ 
^;reseion, effiseted a radical change in his natxml 
constitution, and in the mltoral constttution of all 
his numerous posterity i so that whereas he wail 
a holv being before, he and all his postertiy were 
tmholy ever after thw first transgression. We say 
nothing concerning the natural i^bsurdity of this 
sentimeht, ncir 6ha)l we labour, at this time, to 
prove it false ; but we would ask whether those 
divines, who have inouldated such a senHment, 
know it to1>e a fact ? Suppose it were true, how 
do preachers know it ? Is it so written in the scrip- 
tures ? No ; there fs noTa word of this sort in thie 
sacred writings. The fact is, if this notion be 
true, no man knows it to be so ; there is no possi^ 
ble way that he should know it ; and therefore, it 
does not belong to the labours of the true minis* 
try. You have heard this doctrine laboured by 
learned divines; did you ever understand it ? You 
answer. No. Then you were never fed, by such 
preaching, with knowledge and understanding* 

Another subject, which has been held in equal 
veneration as the fiyrmer,dsthe sentiment tlmt all 
mankind, by the fall, became liable to the pains of 
hell for ever. 

We ask, do preetchers know this to be a fact ? 
Do we read this setatlment in the holy scriptures ? 
These questions must be answ'ei^ed in the negative. 
We read nothing of it, nor does any man know it 
to be a fact.. Then we say, it does not belong to 
those provii^ions which the true ministry is design- 
ed to minister to the people. Those divines who 
found it convenient to insert this tenet in the creed 
"hich has been so lon^ worshipped, also stated, 
t God, from aU etermty, elected some to even- 
ing life* My ineuda, ^d the^ understand 
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^MPMcifdl ? |Io9r(XHdd>Adam'8 trin reader those 
fiskble. tolbe paiiMi of hell fpr ever, whom GU)cl bad 
elected. tQ eyerlestiog life, from all etemitv? 
These statements ere in close connection in the 
creed) but it is cefiaiu.that they are diametrically 
o^KNBed to each ether« Can you, roj friends, ua* 
^jrstaod ^ow Adam's sin could render those liable 
to the pams of hell for ever, whom Qod elected 
to eyerlasting life fi^m all eternity ? You answer, 
^hat you never .underMood: it. Then by such 
^reaching you were never fed with knowledge 
and uDi4erstanding. 

Respecting this paitticidar election of some to* 
evfurlasting life ; do you beHeve that those preach 
e^rp who. hidd upitbis sentiofient,- and endeavour to 
pi^rsuade you to believe that our Creator made a 
distinction among men, from all eternity, design- 
ing .forae to, ev^l^ti«g life, and predestinating 
others to endless destruction, know this to be a 
iac^ ? After all you have heard them say on this 
sublet, do you believe ti^ they could state, with 
Rerjectsafe^, that they k^ewthi^ to be 

true ? Have they #o ins^ucted yOu, that you can 
i^y that you know ittobife, a fact ? You must an- 
swer these questions in the negative ; and there-' 
fpre, those wJio have j»eached it, have not fed 
you with knowledge and understanding. 

, Another very important tenet, contained in or- 
thodox diyinity^ ^nd which has been fox a long 
time held most sacred, is the notion, that what the 
scriptures mean by regeneration, or a ilew birth, is 
a radical, change of our- nature ; which change is 
au ij^stantaneous work of the divine spirit, wrought 
in the soul, by which change the subject is brought 
back to that holy state in which God created man. 
There is scarcely any subject more insisted on 
than this, by ministers of our schools. But do they 
certainly know this to be a fact ^ Do they know 
that they are changed as to their nature ? Do they 
know for certainty that any body else is ? It is not 

customary to allow a person to be YAa o^wix yaA^vi 
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m ^His owMU If ydw ^h fa ;1»^ wii^tkn^^^ yMi 
have met with this mysterbuB^ iiiolftiilliiiftoQft 
change^ you must go t0 yoiOrrmittlstel', and be cl-^ 
amined ; and let the church and the mihieter judge 
for you. If they say you are changed, you are? 
but if they say to the ^ntraryi you are the ilaiiie 
person you ever was. How mtiohy my iHends^ 
have you ever known and Understood concerning^ 
this mysterious change ? We are under the iteoesh 
sity of saying that no man knows any thing about 
it; no man understands any thiiig abeut it: and 
therefore, by its being preached, you have act beM 
fed with knowledge and und^standing. 

When we seriously contemplate the little art» 
and cunningly devised means which are employed 
to procure in weak minds a notion Ihat thdr wild, 
enthusiastic imaginations are the operations of &e 
spirit of 6od> and that they are changed from a 
state of nature, we are under the necessity of 
saying, in the face (^ all the orthodoxy in the 
world, that it appears to us, to be trifling about se- 
rious things. You are acquainted with those who 
pretend to be changed as we have described ; b«t 
should you know that they were thus changed If 
they did not say they were ? Tliey eat, and drink, 
and sleep as they always did ; and when they are 
pleased, they are agreeable ; and when they are 
offended, they are as they used to be in the same 
condition. Yet they pretend that their nature is 
, changed ! 

My friends, I caution you against supposing that 
1 do not believe in alLthe scriptures say respecting 
regeneration, or being bom again ; but the scrips 
tures no where intimate a change of nature ; but 
represent the favourable effects of the gospel, and 
the religion of the Saviour, by washing, cleans- 
ing, enlightening, quickening, teaching, instruct- 
ing, reclaiming the lost, returning the wanderer, 
&c. &c. All which emblems refer to an improve- 
ment for the better, but to no change of nature. 

Another immense 6ubjecl/{itv which the minis- 
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Iqr ef <ii6 wisdom of this world has labewad with 
s^Mit seal, and for wUefa it hms contended as if 
heaven was to be obtained by believing it, is what 
HL termed the doctrine of the hobs trmuy. Preach* 
^fs talk about Ood, the Father ; God, the Son ; and 
^ Crod, the hoi J Ohoet : they talk of a triune Ood ; a 
God-head consisting of three persons, 'equal in 
power and glory, &e. This they do not pretend 
to understand; nor do they even attempt to assist 
their h^urers in understanding it. They call it a 
holy mystery; but require you to believe it with 
all your heart, and consider it an indispensable 
article of faith. Now if they do not understand 
this, then they do not feed the people with knowl- 
edge andrunderstanding by preaching it. We read 
nothing of a ^rtime God in the scriptures ; nothing 
of a trinity; nothing said of three persons in the 
God-head. Why then is this article contended for 
with so much zieal? If this doctrine be true, no 
man knows it ; no man understands it ; it is not a 
knowable fact if it bo true. Yet how much has 
this subject been enforced on the minds of people 
who were Unable to understand it. This is not 
feeding the people with knowledge and under- 
standing. . 

The last particular which I shall now call in 
question, is the subject of rewards and punisli- 
ments. Itjhas been the object of orthodoxy to 
persuade the people to believe, that in God's all- 
wise economy, he does not recompense virtue and 
true religion in this world, where the truly hum- 
ble and faithful disciples of Christ live in obedi- 
ence to his requirements; but that such are, as it 
were, given over to afflictions in this world ; but 
are to receive the recompense for their virtues 
here practised, in a future state. And oh the con- 
teary, it has been contended that sin and wicked- 
ness are not punished here where they are practis- 
ed, but that the wicked are permitted to enjoy a life 
of pleasure and prosperity, but are to be punished 
ki ihm faiwi!0wan4, We shall Id^te ^^ ^V^^w 
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preachers know that ^iib is true i D&t\cfy ee^ 
tainly know that vBrtnc^ is not rewarded and evil 

Kunished in this present state? My friends, you 
ave heard muon preached on this subject ; hare 
you understood it ? Do you know and understate 
that all our penal laws are made for the r^hteous? 
Is it the virtuous part of community, that are de- 
prived of their liberty, shut up hi penftentiaries, 
publicly executed? Arc those who lire in the 
lowest degradation, misery and distress^ those who 
are the most virtuous, upright, i»niddnt, temperate, 
industrious, faithful in friendship^ conttnent and 
faithful husbands, true and loving wives, tender 
and provident parents, obedient children, jusf in 
their dealings, pious and devout in their lives, 
lovers of Grod and man ? is all this known ? Is it 
all^nderstood ? And have our orthodox preachers 
so fed you with knowledge and understanding, 
that you now know and unaerstand, that the most 
wicked, most abandoned, the most irreligious and 
impious are the most happy members of society ? 
Do they enjoy peace in their consciences, are they 
at peace in their families, have they ^l the enjoy- 
ments that can rendw them happy ? The fact is, 
you know that all this is absolutely the reverse of 
truth. St. Paul says; "the powers that be, ^re 
ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, resist- 
eth the power resisteth the ordinance of God ; and 
they that resist shall receive to themselves dam- 
nation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the power? Do that which is good, and thou 
shalt have praise of the same ; for he is the minis- 
ter of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid ; for He beareth not the 
sword in vain ; for he is the minister q{ God, a re- 
venger to execute wrath upon him that ^eth 
evil." Do our preachers^ who contend that sin is 
not punished in this world understand how their 
doctrine agrees with the testimony of the Apostle 
%ere quoted? iRid tlx«y ever i^Lye y^a te iHiidet» 
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Stand, how these ordinances of justice can be the 
ordinances of God, to execute wrath on those who 
do evil, and yet that God does not punish the wick- 
ed in this world? This certainly never can be 
understood i and therefore all such preaching as 
disallows the punishment of sin in this world 
amounts to a declaration that our ovdmances of jus* 
tice are not the ordinances of God. In the law, 
given by Moses, crimes and their punishments were 
carefuHy and clearly defined ; and God gave direc- 
tions in what manner recompense for sin should 
be administered; but whoever has read this law, 
with any proper attention^ knows that the penal 
code no more extends into a future wotld, Uian 
does our penal code. And if the testimony of God, 
respecting the punishments' he would iniict on the 
people of the Jews, for their national sins, be care- 
fully examined, we find no intimation in all the law 
and the prophets of extei\ding these punishments 
into a future state. If we read the dealings of God 
with that people, or with any other, aiS inquire 
concerning the judgments which he has executed, 
we find all confined tathis present state. With all 
this immense authority before them, with the his- 
tory of the world's misery, in consequence of sin, 
spread before their eyes, and with the open vision 
of the immense aggregate of suiTering under which 
millions groan, in consequence of evil doing, our 
orthodox preachers will compose and preach studi- 
ed sermons ; embellished with all the beauties of 
rhetoric, and delivered in the most becoming airs 
of oratory, designed to enforce the belief that God 
sees fit ta defer the punishment of sin to a future 
state of our existence I This, my friends is net 
feeding -you with knowledge and understanding; 
If our hec^venly Father has designed to punish us 
iu a future world for our follies in this, it is not 
known to any living manj and whoever preaches 
it, preaches what he does not know to be a truth, 
and what he can^rv;e no one.etee to know. 
^ It is liwe to witbdjpsm irom .tbe wittec^^^ads^^ 
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of these things, which although they form the 
principal part of the mkiiiBter's subjects, as direct- 
ed by our schooI^s of error, are not among the 
known thmgs, whScb the true ministry has in 
diarge to administer to the people : and pass to 
ecMQJNder the doctrine of Jesus Christ, which he 
and his apostles preached. Jesus, the great apos- 
tle and high priest of the christian dispensation, 
preached the doctrine of God's love to the world, 
and dem<»!idtrated it by such emblems as could be 
known and understood. He referred the people 
to the fact, to the known fact, that our heavenly 
Father causes his sun to rise oh the evil and on the 
food, Imd sends his rain upon the just and upon 
the unjust, as proof positive, that he loves all men ; 
and that it is our duty to imitate our heavenly 
Father in this impartial goodness. My friends, 
will you carefully assist me in calling up one im- 
portant question in this place? Why do aot our 
{ureachers, who endeavour to inculcate the doc- 
trine of partid election and reprobation, refer us 
to the same emblems as Jesus does? Why do 
they not say, that we may know that God, from 
all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, and 
that he reprobated att the rest to endless woe, by 
the blessings of sunshine and of rain ? Here the 
answer is plain ; the evidence contradicts what 
they wish to prove ; and th.eTefore> you never hear 
them use it in this way. The blessed Saviour di- 
rected his preaching to the hearts and affections 
of his hearers ; he mad^ an appeal to the tenderest 
affections of the human heart ; and when wideav- 
oaring to set fbrth the love of his father, said, 
"what mail is there of you, whom if his son ask 
bread, wili be give him a stone ? or if he ask a fish, 
will he^give him a serpent ? If ye then, being evil, 
know mw to give good gifts unto your chfldrcn, 
how mach more shall your Father which is in 
heaven, give good things to them that ask him?** 
What is the evident doctrine of this passage ? It 
if tbki yott kaiTe aU ^l:i% «iiit99ox^!^^»^ V^^"^ 
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td trust in God, and to seek to him for all you need, 
as he is your Father, and ihore kind than you can 
be to your own offiipring. Here again, I aisk your 
assistance in calling up a question similar to the 
last. T^Tiy do not our preachers appeal to our af- 
fections, as Jesus did ; and say, you may know that 
this doctrine of election b true by your own feel- 
ings ; for what man of you, having two sons, wouid 
not prefer to feed one, and starve the otner ; rath- 
er than to feed them both ? What father would 
not choose to give to one hungry son the bread he 
needs, and to the other a stone in room of bread ? 
The answer is plain ; the evidence denies the fact, 
and proves, beyond all contradiction, that the doc- 
trine has nothing in all the economy of the divine 
providence, to set it up, or corroborate it. 

The miracles which the Saviour wrought, were 
divine manifestations of impartial goodness ; they 
were not confined to any one sect, nor did he in- 
quire whether the subjects of such favours were 
worthy or unworthy ; nor are we informed that an 
instance ever occurred, in which the Saviour de- 
nied a favour, because the subject was not of the 
elect. As Jesus preached, so he liyed ; and as he 
preached and lived, so he died; and his dying 
prayer is a perfect transcript of his dootxine ; and 
manifests the genius and spirit of his religion :^ — 
*^ Father forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." His resurrection from the dead, brought 
life and immortality to light ; but it did not bring 
a future state of sin and misery to light. Jesus 
taught the doctrine of the resurrection, and he 
proved it true. This glorious doctrine was open- 
ly manifested, and known to be a fact. 

The Apostles of Jesus followed his example, and 
fed the people with knowledge and understanding. 
We read their testimony ana rejoice in believing. 
St. Paul says, " God will have all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one mediator between God 
and meo, the man Christ Jesus V who |^Ne\iim^l 
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a ransom for ell to be tefttified kidae tme — We see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower ^ than the au- 
gels for the suffering of deaths now crowned with 
g^ory knd hooour^ that he by the grace of God 
might taste death for every man— As by the of-. 
fence of on«, judgment came upon all men unto 
condemnation^, even so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came ui>pA all men unto justifica- 
tion of life — Moreover the law entered that the of- 
fence might abound, but where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound ; that as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
LcM*d — For the wages of sia is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life, through^ Jesus Christ our 
Lord — For all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God ; being^ justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus — 
Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, and giv- 
en him a name that is above every name ; that in 
the natne of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things 
in heaven and things in earth, and things under 
the earthy and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus is Lord to the glory o£ God the Father." 
In addition to these gospel declarations, the apos- 
tles of the lamb endeavoured to give the people to 
understand, that there is peace in believing and 
in obeying the truth, but tribulation and anguish 
upon every soul of m^n that doeth evil. They 
taught that the gr^^e of Gad that bringeth .salva- 
tion to all men, teadies us that we should deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and that we should 
live soberly, righteously and godly in this present 
world, and that good works are good and profita 
ble unto men- 

My friejids, let us listen to. that incftruction which 
feeds us with kupwledffe aad understanding, let us 
forsake the fpoUsh aad Jive. . , 
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SERMON XIT. 

IT. Paul a UNITERSAU8T 

. DXI.IVBRBP IV BOSTOS OS TQZ F1S9T 8ABVATB Iff SBf T., 1828. 

1 TIMOTHY n. 7. 
. ^ Whereuato I am ordained a preacher.*' 

The object of the discourse, now to be delivered 
from the words just read, is to make it appear, to 
the satisfaction of the candid hearer, that St. Paul 
was a believer ia, aud a preacher of universal sal- 
vation. 

My Christian friends, do you ask how this fact 
can he proved ? The answer is ready ; it is to be 
proved by the same sort of means as we prove 
other facts* By what evidence can we prove that 
John Calvin was not a believer in, nor a preacher 
of universal salvation ? Answer : By referring to 
his writinffs, to his institutes, and to the testimony 
of faithful historians. By referring to such un- 
doubted authority, we prove that the faith taught 
by this reformer of the church, embraced, among 
other distinguishing points, the following. ^' God 
hath chosen a certain number of the fallen .race of 
Adam in Christ, before the foundation of the world, 
unto eternal glory, according to his immutable - 
purpose^ iaod of his free grace and love^ without 
the least foresight of faith, good works, or any 
conditions performed by the crealv\te'\ ixvSi xks^siX 
tJie rest pf mankind he was pleased to ^a^€>a^ ^^^^^ 
ordaju fo dishonour ai\d vnpath^ tot l?cve.\5 "«vw^%'^^ 
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the praise of his vindictive justice." From this 
plain statement of fact, we are perfectly satisfied 
that this author did not believe in the salvation of 
all men ; for if he had, he certainly would not have 
taught that God pleased to posQ by and ordain a 
certain part of the human race to dishonour and 
wrath, in distinction from another certain part, 
whom he chose from all eternity in Christ to eter- 
nal glory. Now it is perfectly evident, that if 
God, from all eternity, ordained some men to eter- 
nal glory, and the rest to eternal wrtfth, it never 
was consistent with the divine will that all men 
should be saved ; nor can it be consistent with the 
divine will that the saints should pray for those 
whom God has ordained unto wrath ; nor is it con- 
sistent with the spirit of God, that the saints should 
entertain a desire that all men should be made 
partakers of the divine favour ; nor can it be true, 
that the one mediator between God and men has 
given himself a ransom for all men. These par- 
ticulars are mentioned that the hearer may better 
understand the consistency of the argument, which 
will be used in favour of our main subject. 

We may again ask, how we can prove that 
James Arminius was not a believer in either Cal- 
vinism or Universalism ? The answer is as easy in 
this case, as in the former. By referring to this 
author, and by attention to the faithful historian, 
we are assured, that although Arminius had been 
educated in the sentiments of Calvm, he afterwards 
renounced them, and contended among other 
points, which distinguished his belief from that of 
Calvin, that the salvation of man was conditional 
It is not necessary to be furth^P particular in re- 
spect to these two leaders ; the whole christian 
commonwealth is entirely satisfied that neither 
John Calvin nor James Arminius was a Universal- 
ist, and this conviction arises from their writings. 
Begging further indulgence, we may ask once 
more, how can we prove, that Mahomet was not 
9 (Jui versalist, and ttiat \x^ li^eW^vedL \il ^ ^M^^Kjaent 
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ia the future etate^ mA that «ome of the human 
fajiuly will be received to a state of eternal happi- 
ness, and others be sent into a state of endless 
misery, while others will be consigned to a place 
of torment for a season, likp the papal purffatory, 
iioni which they will finally be delivered r The 
answer is, we prove these facts by referring to the 
Alcoran, ^d the writings of faithful historians. 
Now it is just in the same way Ihat we prove, that 
Mahomet^ John Calvin, and James Arminius were 
not Universalists, that w'e prove that St. Paul was 
9 believer in, and a preacher of this glorious doc- 
trine of God's universal, impartial grace ; that is, 
by referring to his writings* 

lu the first place, let us look at, and carefully 
examine our text. ** Whcreunto I am ordained a 
preacher.'' Unto ^hat was he ordained a preach-^ 
er ? Answer : He was ordained a preacher of the 
sentiment which he had just expressed, and to 
which he alluded in the words of our text. This 
sentiment is first expressed in an exhortation as 
follows. " I exhort, therefore, that first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for aU men ; for kings, and for all 
that are in authority ;.that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.'* 
This exhortation makes it perfectly evident, that 
St. Paul did not believe, that God had, before the 
foundation of the world, ordained a part of the hu- 
man family to endless Wrath ; for had this been 
his sentiment, he surely would not have exhorted 
to pray for them ; nor would he have exhorted to 
give thanks for them. To pray and give thanks 
for those, for whom we believe there is no favour 
in God, manifests an inconsistency which indicates 
stupidity, and an absurdity which is strongly tinc- 
tured with impiety. Hence it is evident, that the 
Apostle believed that there was favour in our heav- 
enly Eather for all men, and that a\V vjet^ ^^t\sJ&r 
ers of his goodness. 
2. Thia sentiment is dearly ex.pxe^^^^ '^^ "^^ 
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reascm^ whidi^.tl)e!ApoftI^ g^ves, fbr. praying wd 
lorlgjiviug thanks for all men, as follows. ^'^ Tof 
this 18 gc^ and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour ; who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth." This is 
testimony direct to our subject ; it proves that St. 
Paul believed that it is God's will that all men be 
saved. This is the testimony which he states a$ 
the reason for praying and for giving thanks for all 
men. . ^To see this subject, if possible, more clearly, 
let ua reverse it. If the Apostle had been divinely 
inspired to state to the peq;)le, that God, from be- 
fore the foundation of the world, chose some of 
the human race, in Christ, unto eternal glory ; and 
that it was the divine pleasure to pass by all th^ 
rest, and ordain them tp endless wrath, could he 
have stated what we have just quoted from his 
testimony ? Could he have exhorted to pray atid 
to give thanks for all men, and assign as a i*eason 
therefore, that it is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour ; who will have all meil 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth )* Can any one entertain so mean an 
opinion of the mighty mind of our Apostle, as to 
suppose him capable of believing, that God had 
ordained, from before tlie foundation of the world, 
that millions of the human race should suffer hi^ 
wrath fpr ever, and at the^same time believe that 
it is the will of this same God that all men shoidd 
be saved ? . My friends, if you could find, in the 
writings of Joliin Calvin, such exhortations and tes- 
timony as we have here quoted from St. Paul, 
would you pretend that he was consistent with 
himself ? Or if you found, in his writings, this ex* 
hortation to pray and give thanks for all men, and 
the testimony that it is good and acceptable in th6 
sight of God, who will nave all men to be saved, 
and if you found nothing in his writings to th6 con- 
trary of this, would you doubt his belief in univer- 
sal salvation ? These questions must be answered 
in a way to substantiate our main subject, (vii.) 
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iSMtt St T<wA WM, a beliaiirer te, ^nd « pitcher of 
universal salvation. 

S. This sentiment is conroborated lyy an impor* 
iant dedaration of the Apostle, which follows the 
kst qooted, and which stands as evidence and 
aaiHpoit of the ppoppsitioa that li is the will of God 
that all men should he 'saved. It reads as follows. 
^Folr there is one Glod and one mediator between 
Ood and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gavip 
himself a ransom for alH to be testified in due 
time.'' This declaration, that the one mediator 
gave himself a ransom for all men, and that this 
ransom was to be testified in due time^ evidently 
-shows^ that H WBJ^ the Apostle's belief, that, in 
consequence of the will of God in the salvation of 
all men, the mediator had given himself a ransom 
fyt idl, and that this universal ransom was a truth 
' to be testified to the people. The next words are 
those we have chosen to lead this dispoufse : — 
'^Whereimto I am ordained a preacher." The 
evident meaning of the Apostle, in these words, is, 
. that he was orcUdned a preadier of the sentiment 
which he had just expressed, which sentiment we 
have already shown to be that of universal sal- 
vation. 

The statements which we have already noticed, 
and which fully express this heart-rejoidng senti- 
ment, are the three following. 1st, The christian 
duty of praying and of giving thanks for all men ; 
«d, the will of God that all men should be saved ; 
and, 3dly, that the one mediator between God and 
men, gave himself a ransom for all. Christian . 
friends, do we g& at all beyond the bounds of fair 
reasoning when we say, that it appears to us, that 
these three statements necessarily amount to the 
sentiment, which we contend, St. Paul believed 
aiul preached? Or do we at all go beyond the 
limits of evidence in the case, when we say, that 
it was the evident intention of the Apostle to state 
this sentiment, in plain, unequivocal language ? 
However others may consider it^ we T^o\e,^ v^ 
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Mjp, ^t llos in fhe Mtaiest <Mktietl6b ^^ «# 
hearts. 

Let 118 take tftfll anethef rleMr of thibs subject, bv 
Hskhiff whether it lAust not be admitted thfekt the 
ApodUe pateoded to state sotiiethkig, that'he bif^ 
Heved, was the doetrine of the gospel df Jestft 
Christ ? There can be no doobt of thiav Thea wtt 
ask what doctritie the Apostle did state ? Did hb 
itate the doctrine of particular election aiid r^pro^ 
bation ? Or did he state a conditio^at salvatim? 
Is there any part of the (Statements, to which th^ 
Apostle alludes in our text, that indicates that he 
believed or preached either a partial or a condl- 
tiooal salvation ? Candor must and will acknonH* 
edge that there ill not. Then we necessarily come 
to the same conclusion as before. 

4. We find abundant evidence, in support of ^ 
subject of these arguments, in other parts Of St. 
PauPs writings. In the introduction of his epistls 
to the Romans he declares himself to be *' a ser- 
vant of Jesus Christ, cafled to be an apostle, sep- 
arated unto the gospel of God ;" and in the satrte 
chapter he says — •* I am a debtor both to the 
Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to thewifib 
and to the unwise. So, as much as in me te, I aitt 
ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome 
also.'* It is worthy of remark here, that by being 
separated unto the work of the gospel ministry, 
the Apostle was made a dth^tyr to Greeks and Bar- 
barians, to the wise and to the unwise, and that hi 
order to discharge this debt, he mubt preach ^ 
gospel to them. Wise and unwise comprehend all 
men ; and if the Apostle was made n debtor to all 
men by receiving a dispensation of the gospel, it 
lollows necessarily, that this gospel is what he 
states it in our context, when he says, that Qed 
will have all men to be saved and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. 

In the 3d chapter of this epistle, the author hM, 
in a most compendious manner, stated his belief ©f 
the condition of all mea, in respect to their sinfol 
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character, and nha in respect to Ae gndoat 
scheme of divine: merqj towards them* The foI« 
lowing are his wordis : <^ Now we loiow, that what 
thiogs soever the law aaith^ it eaith to them 
who are under the law; that ever^ mbutli may be 
stopped, and all the world may become gmlty be- 
fore God — ^For all have dnned and oome short of 
the giory of God ; being justified fredy bjr his 
.^^ee through the redemptioa that bi in Christ 
Jesi 



>i 



esus. 

No candid brother, of any denomination, will 
pretend that the Apostle did not mean here to 
comprehend all men in the number which he re* 
{Hresents as guilty before God ; and we appeal to . 
the candor of all, to jadge if he could mean any 
less thsin all men, when he said, ^^For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God ; being 
^^tified freely by his grace, mrough the redemp- 
tion that is in Ghrist Jesus." Here notice; all 
have sinned ; and all that have sinned are justified 
freely by the graee of that Grod) against whom 
they have sinned, and of whose glory they have 
all come short; and this gracious justification is 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; 
and this Christ Jesus is the one mediator between 
God and men, who gavb himself a ransom for all 
men, to be testified in dae time. 

Brethren, you wiU ixot fall to observe the har- 
mony of the Apostle's teetlrapny^ which cannot fail 
to worit conviction of the truth which we are en- 
deavouring to prove. On the same universal sub* 
ject, of which he speaks in the Sd chapter of his 
epistle to the Romans, he again treats in a most 
luminous argument, in the 5th^ the result of which 
argument he states as follows : "Therefore, as by 
^e ofience of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men uatp justifica^' 
tion of life-r-Moreover, the law entered that the 
offence might abound ; but where sift ab©Q3CL4ftd.^ 
0r9ce dfd n^Qch: more ^boui^dv >lSbi^^%:%^^ 
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reigined uuto death, tren so might graee re^ 
through righteootbtm unio eternal lif%^ through 
Jesus Christ oar Lord." With a view to set our 
argument in a clear Uj^, and to bring it in a form 
which n^BLfbe most YisiUe, we will suppose tiiat 
oujr Apostle believ^ed and preached the doetrine 
which Calvin bdiieved and preached. We wHl 
wppose that the Apoetle^was firm in the opinion 
that Gk)d) from ail eteraitjr, chose some to eternal 
glory, and ordained the rest to endless wrath ; and 
we will suppose also, that he was an honest man, 
and preached and wpote what he belioTed. Bat 
what does he say ? He says that '^ God will hare 
all men to be saved ;" that Christ Jesus gave hiR^ 
self a ransom for all ; that all have sinned and 
come short of the g^ory of God ; bein^ jnstified 
by his grace throngh the redemption which is in 
him who gave himself a reoiaom for all ; that by 
the righteousness of one liie free ^ft cmme upon 
all men, unto justification of life.** My friends, did^ 
John Calvin ever express hisxk>ctrine in such lan- 
guage ? Does such language convey the senti- 
ments of partial etectipii. and reprobation > Let 
the honest and candid question be asked ; do those 
who, in our day, contend for partial election, ever 
quote these scriptures of St. Paul's writings to 
prove their doctrine ? You exclaim, at onee, No, 
by no means. Why do they not ? Because they 
know that such passages prove no such doctrine. 
Then we must ask what doctrine they do support. 
They certainly support some doctrine. All this 
testimony on su(^ a vcust subject must mean some-^ 
thing. Well, siays the eandid hearer, I acknowl- 
edge that these passages do mea& somethkig, and 
that they cannot mean the doctrine of partial elee% 
tion and reprobation ; but do they not mean that 
salvation is free to all men on conditions ? No^ my 
brethren, you can no more reconcile ihe Apostle's 
testimony with this doc^ne than with the former. 
The Apostie does not say, that God wijl have all 
men ta be saicad w c^Hi^onf^ Wv*^^^ '^'^^ ^^^ 
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that Chmt JesiisgaVe himself a raaaom for«H mmx, 
en conditions. He does not say tbat all^ who har^} 
siujied and come short of the glory of God, are freely ] 
justifted by his grace through the redeioiptioB that is. 
in Christ Jesus, on condUions. Nor does he say, that . 
by the righteousness of one, the free ^(i came 
upon all .men unto justification of lifey on emdUion^. 
Nor does he say, that whore sia abounded grace' 
did mudi more abound, on eemdiHons. Nor does^he 
ftay, that as sin hath reigned unto, death, even so 
might grace reign througa righteousness unto eter^ 
nai life, by Jesus Christ our Lord, on €onditUm$. 

In the 8th chapter of his eptstle to the Roioanst 
speaking of the whole humem cace, in the most. 
comprehensiYe lai^age which could have been 
chosai, the Apostle says ; ^' For the creature wacr 
rH€fcde subject to vanity, not^wilUag^y, but by rea- 
^>on of him who sut3tjected the same in hope ; be^ 
cause the creature itself also shall be delivered' 
from the bondage of CQrrtq;>tion intc^he glorious 
liberty of the rfiildren of €k)d. For we know that * 
the whole creation groanetiii and trataileth in pain 
together until now ; and not only they* but our- 
selves ateo, which have the first fruits of the spirit, 
even we ourselves, groaa within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body." Here the inspired author pleariy conapre- 
hencht the whole creation that was macle subject 
to vanity, and certifies its deliveranjpe from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the cluldreaof God, 

After a bboured expoeitioB^ cif the dealings of 
divine wisdom with the house of Israelj, in which- 
is set fouth the blindness of those who were;brokea 
off from their oUve tree, through unbelief, also, 
their stumbling and their , fall, an4 their b^ing east 
away for the tecondUfig of the woirid, and ^i^ th«r^ 
fall of them was th? fishes of the Grentiles, th« 
Apostle co6eiea>to this condusion in the U^ chap^/ 
ter ; "I woidd not, Iwethren, that you should be^ 
Ignorant of thisiftysteiy, (lest you should be mm. 
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in your •wn ocmeeit,> that blindneM in part is hap- 
pened to Israel, until the fuIneM of tke Glentiles be 
come in. — ^And so all Israel shall be saved — For as 
jre in times past have not believed God, jet have 
now obtaincMi mercy through their unbelief; even 
so have these also now not believed, that through 
TOur mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God 
nath conduded them all (both Jews and Grentiles) 
in unbelief, that he mig^t have mercy upon alL" 

It may be well to notice in this place, that the 
Apestle's argument, in the 11th of Romans, is as 
clear and direct a refutation of the doctrine of par^ 
tial election and reprobation, as can be stated in 
any possible form. And we feel dbposed to call 
on our brethren, who profess to believe that the 
Apostle has given support to what is commonly 
called election and reprobation, carefully to exam- 
ine the 9th and 11th chapters of his epistle io the 
Romans, in connexion ; lor it is in the 9th that 
they think they find authority for their doctrine ; 
but if the V will carefully read the 11th in connex-^ 
ion with the 9th they Will be fully satisfied that their 
conclusions have been erroneous ; and that this 
inspired Apostle has not, in any case, contradicted 
his testimony, that God will hav^ all men to be 
saved. i 

In our introduction it was stated^ that we can as 
easily prove what St. Paul's doctrine is, as we can 

Srove what doctrines Mahomet, John Calvin^ and^ 
ames Arminios maintained ^ and as we have aK 
ready shown that the Apostle's doctrine is widely 
diferent from those 6( the two last, we will now 
show, by one plain argument, quoted from his Ist 
epistle to the Corinthians 15th chapter, that the 
Apostle did not belii&ve in the doctrine of a future 
judgment, after the resurrection, which will result 
in rewarding some of the human family with ever- 
lasting happiness, for their good worl» in this 
world ; and the ev^Iasting misery of others, for 
^eit ^ns committed in flesh and blood ; and that 
e did not believe m th^ Mtehometui and jPapa^ 
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doctrine of ii purgatory for some, to prepare them 
for immortality and eternal bliss. 
* fa his areument in favour of the resurrectioHi 
he says ; *' For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive— it is sown in eorruptioni 
it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonour, 
it i& raised in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it ia 
raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is 
raised a spiritual body — As we have borne the im- 
age of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of 
'{he heavenly." We may here remark, 1st, It is 
fairly inferrible, from the apostle's entire silence 
on the subject of a judgment after the resurrection, 
that he did not believe it; and )8d, that the lan- 
g!»age which he used to represent the resurrection 
state excludes the doctrine of this judgment en- 
tirely. What state does the apostle say all shall 
be made alive in ? Answer : in Christ, in incorrup- 
tion, in glory, in power, in a spiritual body, in the 
image of the heavenly. Unless we allow the ab- 
surdity, that St. Paul believed, that incorruptible, 
glorious, heavenly beings, made alive in Christ, 
will be judged and sent to an endless state of tor- 
ment, or to a purgatory of torment to prepare them 
for heaven, we must allow that he believed no 
s«ch doctrine as is maintained by Mahomet, the 
Papal church, and by other christian denomina- 
tions, respecting a hereafter judgment ac^d future 
rewards and punishments. 

Our linptits will by no means allow us to present, 
in this discourse, all that the Apostle has written 
on our main subject, but we may be favoured with 
several more passages, which are conclusive. In 
his epistle to the Galatians, he refers to the prom- 
ise which Almighty God made to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. See chapter 3d. ^* And the scrip- 
tures, forseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham saying, in thee shall all nations be bless- 
^." Again, Ephesians 1.0, 10. '^Having made 
kpown unto us the myateiy Qf his wiU>afiwtd3aji%\^ 
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his goptl pleasure^ which he hath purppsedin hinf- 
self; that, in the dispensation of^the fulness of 
times he nught ^ther together in ojie all thinga^in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which aro 
on earth; even in him.?' Ptiilippians li. 9, 10^ 11. 
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name ; 
that in the naine of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in hcav^i, and things in earth, and thinn 
undei: the earth ; and that every tongue shpirid 
confess that Jesiis Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father." Col. i. 1 9, 20. " For it pleased 
the Father, that in Ixim should all fulness dwell » 
and (having made peace through the blood of his 
cross) by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him Isay, whether they be things in earth or 
things in heaven." 

As it is necessary here to dose the testimony, 
on which we rest the proposition, that St. Paul was 
a believer in, and a preacher of the glorious doc- 
trine of universal salvation, your speaker begs the 
privil^e of assuring his christian friends, that he 
has not, in ^n^ instance, quoted the testimony o{ 
the apostle, with a design to misapply such testis 
mony, or to give it any false colouring ; and he is 
perfectly satisfied that whoever will,, with suitable 
candor y examine all these qucrtations, in their con- 
nexions, will come to the conclusion, which has- 
been vindicated in this discourse* And while hav-, 
ing in view the never-failing soivee of comliMrt 
and consolation, presented us in this faith ; and 
being fully satisfied of its indispensable ntility in 
the emendation of the morals of^ society^ he closes 
with the words of the apostle. " Be ye foUowets^ 
^f me, eve^ as I also am of Christ" 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/ 

I 



.> \ 



SERMON XV. 
Jacob's labdek» 

PSLITJIftSto W fBOTUMIVCJI, m. I., HOTXllMft lt» int. 

613f ESIS XXVlU. 17. 

« How dnadfid it tbWiilaee I tkU is aone otbcr bat the bowt of God, 
and this Ib the gate of HeaYen.'* 

With confidence in the parental blessing, and in 
obedience to his Pather^s commandj the father of 
the twelve tribes journied from the habitation of 
Isaac in Bersheba, in the land of promise, to Ha- 
Tan. Ifl! a temperate climate, as the sun went 
down, and the shades of night and the fatigues of 
the journey invited him to rest, he sought no lodg- 
ing but the earth, no pillow but the stones of the 
place. While quiet repose refreshed his wearied 
frame, celestial visions replenished his longing 
mind with the clearest manifestations of divine^ 
truth. " He dreamed, and behold, a ladder set 
upon the earth, and the top of it reached to heav- 
en ; and behold the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood 
above it and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac : the land where- 
on thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed ; 
and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth ; 
and thoushalt spread abroad to the west, and to 
the east, and to the north, and to the south ; and 
in the6, and in tliy seed, shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed. And behold, I am with thee, 
(^nd wilt keep thee in all places whittxettVvow^^^Nj^ 
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and will brhig thee again into this land, for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done that which I 
have spoken to thee of. And Jaj^b awaked out of 
his sleep, and he said, surely the Lord is in this 
place, and I knew it n^. And lie: was afraid, and 
said, how dreadful is this place ! this is none other 
but the house of ^ GoA, and ^kis is the gate of 
heaven." 

The attention of the hearer is now invited to 
the Qonsiiberatioii nf this queeitos ; What ia it that 
constitutes any place th& house of God, and the 
gate of heaven ? 

.We shall answer fifst in the negative. A house 
designed f(wr public worship, ever so wisely planned 
and nicely executed in every part^ aooording to 
the best rules and models of architecture ; con- 
structed on the most convenient and acpomniodat- 
ing plan possible to be devised ; ornamented in 
the most rich and costly manner ; adorned with rep^ 
resentatioDs of saints and angels, of thee ver-bleeg^ 
ed Saviour of the world, in all the variety of his 
character, from the manger to th6 cross, and from 
the cross to his Father's right hand in glory ; and 
with the awful name, Jehovah, in broad letters of 
gold, conspicuously stationed, so as to strike the 
eye of every worshipper at the same moment, 
wotild by no means constitute the place the hou3e 
of God, and the gate of heaven.. ^ 

Call a solemn assembly for the purpose of dedi- 
cating the house, with all its. furniture and orna- 
ments, to the Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth, 
and let this be done in the most devout manner, 
and still the place may remain neither tlie Uou9^ 
of God, nor the gate of heaven. 

Proceed still further ; get a clergyman of the 
brightest endowments ; of great genius, brilliant 
nbilities, extensive acquirements, a profound stu- 
dent, a sound divine, according to strict orthodoxy, 

Possessed of the most charming eloquence, and let 
im officiate in the house dedicated to^ God, accordr 
ing to all the in^uncliona ot \iv^ ^^^^ ^<)^^ ^yS^V 
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eonsthute the piftce the home of God, Mid ihe g«te 
of heaven. 

None of the things nl^hteh Iftwre been mentioned 
afetingaished the place \^here the father of the 
twelve tribes reposed, where he saw the vision of 
Ood, which place he said was dreadful, hone other 
than the house pf God, and the ^te of heaven. 
Here had been no designs of architecture drawn, 
the hand ofno artist hs^ laboured, no stately dome 
had been raised here for the worship of God, no 
altiEur had been erected, no priest had kindled the 
holy fire, no bleeding lamb had been offered (ot 
sacrifice. It Was on the earth that the patriarch 
reclined, the rude stones of the place were his pil- 
low. This was the dreadful place which he called 
none other than the house of God, and the gate of 
heaven; and that Which constituted it so was, 

1st. The' special presence of God. Jacob «aid, 
** Surely the Lord is in this place and I knew it 
net." 

2d. A laddefr set upon the earth* whose* top 
reaches fo heaven, on which the angds of God as- 
cend and descend. 

3d. A divine manifestation of the covenant of 
promise, which God made with Abraham^ Isaac, 
and Jacob. And, 

4th. The testimony of the divine Being, that 
he would keep the patriarch in all places whither 
he should go, and never* leave him nor forsake 
liim, until he had fulnlled his promise. . 

The ladder which Jacob saw, reaching from 
earth to heaven, on which the angels of God as- 
cended and descended, was a representation of 
the Messiah or Christ. Jesuasaidto Nathaniel; 
*' Verily, verily, I say unto you, hereafter ye shall 
see heaven open, and the angels of God aseending 
and descending upon the son of man." This lad- 
der may be very justly styled ^* the gate of heav- 
en," for it reaches from earth to heaven, and-is a 
pasSage-way from one to- the other. Jesus says ; 
" I am the way, the truth, and the life." Again \ 
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^^ I am the doK^r of the «be^" Afpdo^ \, ^^ No^^ uma 
Cometh to the Father but by me. 

In order to briag our gei>eral subject into so 
small a compass iss to be most ea^H j comprehend- 
ed at one view, we may say, that the house of God 
consists of bis family, his laws, i:iis j^overnment 
the provisions which are necessary (or food ana 
raiment \ and the gate of heaven is Christ and hifl 
doctrine, which is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Wherever our heavenly iFatha: is pleased to make 
^.manifestation of these his glories, there is the 
house of God, and the gate of heaven. 

God's family, according to the covenant made 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,, consists of all 
the nations, all the families, aivd all the kindreds 
of the earth. Man, wherever he is found, is the 
offispring of God. Let his condition be what it 
may, he is the offspring of God. From the most 
profound and enlightened philosopher, to the most 
rude and uncultivated, yea, even to the idiot ; 
from the ^ saint whose faith explores the glory of 
an immortcJ state, and whose bosom burns with 
the celestial fire of divine, unbounded charity, 
down to the most stupid unbeliever, who, destitute 
of charity, feels no affection but for himself, and 
whose god is his sensual passions, all are the off- 

Sring of an universal Parent, who is God over all 
essed for evermore. " Have we not. all one fa- 
ther ; hath not one God created us ?" This sacred 
text supposes that God is tUfe Father of all whom 
he created. 

That for which we have here contended is fully 
approved and confirmed by the acknowledged fact, 
that all meA are equally amenable to the laws aiad 
government of the supreme. If any are disposed 
to deny that all men are the children of God, if 
they at all regard consistency, they must also deny 
that all are accountable to his laws. The laws of 
a parent extend no farther than to his children ; 
his neighbour has a right to control his own oft- 
spring. What we here state is no more than is 
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taBgwA by tli6 ApKMfe itf tlie G^nfileei who, q[>etk^ 
iim te the Jews, buJts ; ^^ For whea the OentQes, 
n^bich have not the law^ do by nftttire the things 
contained in the law, these, having net the law, are 
a law vinio themsdVes ; which Qhows the work of 
the law written in the heart, their conscience also 
bearing them witness, and thdr thoughts the mean^ 
while acciidng, or else excusing one another." 
The law which ou| Father in heaven has seen fit 
to enjoin on all his moral ofisprtng, is clearly under? 
stood hy the light of the ^pel to be, Iovjc to God 
and love to man. The divine teacher so explains 
the le^w and the i^0|diet8, and plainly shows, that 
whoever comes short of loving his neighbour as 
himself, is a delinquent. 

This law of love is the law of Grod's house* ft 
is like hlmself,^ unchangeable ; it cannot be repeal- 
e4r because a better one cannot be enacted in its 
stead. This law is the divine nature of our Father 
in heaven. ." God is love." This constitutes the 
order of hSs house ; without thioi law, there could 
be :no order, no harmony, no security, a^d of course 
no happiness. 

Jn a family government there are not only com- 
mandments enjoined, but there is what is called 
discipline, which consists m due rewards and pun- 
ishments, according to the obedience and disobe- 
dience of those who are its subjects. 

Discipline, administered by an imperfect being, 
such as an earthly fjither, must be imperfect, 
thoi^h it may be well intended ; but the discipline 
of our heavenly Father is not only perfectly ^d, 
as it respects design, but it is equally per^t in its 
administration ana- effects, i 

On the subject of obedience I wish to be partio- 
idar, that ybu may be able to 'Correct what has been 
erroneously reported, concerning our general sen- 
timent ; for many have said, that we do not believe 
in the necessity of obedience to the commamk of 
Grod in order to introduce uS to happiness. 

Bv^ is the wisdom of the diviue g9^€ttca^\wV 
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that those rewards whieh ai*e deisii^ed to incite to 
obedience and faithfulness, stand in such necessary 
connection with duty > that the reward is a fruit, as 
naturally piroduced by it, as the firuit of a natural 
tree is necessarily produced by it. Therefore it is 
seen at once that all the obedience which belongs 
to the house of God is the gate of heaven. That 
is, it leads into heaven. " For the kingdom of 
heaven is not meat and drink ; J>ut righteousness, 
Mid peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." '* Great 
peace have they that love thjr law, and nothing 
shall offend them." " In keeping the command- 
ments is great reward." Blessed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life ; and may enter in through the 
gates into the city." 

I Will you say, {he speaker makea a very great 
mistake, by supposing that we are to enter heaven 
by keeping the commandments of God > And will 
you furthermore say, that he has forgotten that 
the ladder which reaches from earth to heaven, is 
Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the Kfe ; 
and on whom the angels of God are ascending and 
descending ? No ; he had not forgotten these 
things, nor is he sensible of making any mistake in 
supposing that we must enter in through the ^ates 
into the city, and have right to the tree of life, by 
doing the commandments of God ; for, if the king- 
dom of heaven is righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost ; and if this peace is in lov- 
ing the law of God, let me ask, ho^y can Jesus, or 
all the angels of God, who ascend and descend on 
him, get a soul into heaven, without that souJ'sobe- 
dience unto righteousness? How then, you will 
ask, is Jesus our Saviour ? How is he the gate of 
heaven f Or how i« he the way, the truth, and the 
life ? Reply : Jesus is our Saviour, because he 
saves us from our sins ; he is the gate of heaven, 
because by walking in him we enter into heaven ; 
and he is^ the way, because he is a perfect pattern 
of obedience. The blessed Kedeetaet explains the 
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\«1m^ mattftF in a few words ; let ub h^ar them 
wiA atterftioft^ f(wr they are the words of eternal life. 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour Mid are heavy 
liuleDv and I will give you rest ; take my yoke 
upon you, learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
beart, and you shall find rest to your souls. For 
my yoke is «isy, and my burden is light." Shall 
we reply to this language of Jesus, and say to him; 
If you. are our Saviour, why do you require us 
to save ourselves ? If you are the ^ate of heaven, 
nchy do you not plaee us in its enjoyments ? By 
such a reply should we not plainly show that We 
think that the kingdom of heaven may be enjoy- 
ed without righteousness ? But the kingdom of 
heaven is ri^teousness. Therefore, whoever 
wants heaven, and yet does not desire righteous- 
oess, is in love of that for heaven which he is 
ralrfiady in possession, of, which is sin, condemna- 
tion, and death. Wisdom says ; " AH they th^t 
hate me love death." 

Will you now object to ttiis reasoning and say, 
that it renders sal vation uncertain, by resting it on 
the obedience of man? Will you say that our 
arguments go to prove, that unless we come to 
Christ we never shall be benefited by him ? And 
if we do not learn of him, we shall never find rest 
io our souls ? You feel certain that such conclu- 
sions must derive from what we have so plainly 
firoved from th« testimony of truth. You reply, 
most certainly these conclusions must fdlow. 
Why then, my dear hearers, do we not read these 
conclusions drawn from the passages whidhi estab- 
lish our pi^emises ? Why did not the' Saviour say ; 
But he who will not come unto me, and learn of 
me, and take my yoke upon him, shall never find 
r«8t to his soul .^^ It is generally believed and ar- 
gped^ that tim ooaeluaion is neeessarQy implied tn 
all such scriptures, and perhaps many of you may 
now think the inference suggested is a necessary 
result, of the passage quoted ; but let us listen to 
, t)m t^impnjr of J^i^ttia Still further y ^^ KadL\^ \l \ 
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be lifted ua^iioia tiie escA^ wiU dam lA mdi^iseo 
me. And him tfaatoometh linto rae, I wiH ia bo 
wise cast eat." 

My Chm^a BretbiMD, will any of yoa eonte^d 
that a real, tme inanSfestaillaa of the blessed Sa- 
viour,* can fail of drawing the soul to him. ? Yoa 
who love his name, who fed his graee, I ask yon, 
can vou believe that there is one bouI in the rmt 
ffusiily of man, that ooald see ^e divine beau^ty ^ 
the Redeemer^ and not love him ? Dr. Watts, 
who was often led tasing the true honourof Jesmy 
says ; 

•« Pid |il| tke world my Sa^Hiar know, 
Tbea all tbe world wpukl Ipv^ him. loo.*^ 

Now what occasion had Jesus to draw ^e co^ 
clusioTis which we have notioed f If he had de- 
termined to draw all men to himself, he certainly 
-had determined to give rest to all men, for he 
promtees rest to all who come to him. 

In drawing all men to himself, Jesus is the ^te 
of heaven, he is the way, the truth, and the life, 
he is the Lord our righteousness. Observe lus 
words — '^ twill draw all men wito me." Such are 
the powers exerted in the gospel of Christ as ea- 
sure tbe gathering together m one all things In 
Jesus. 

As we have spokeaof the reward of wril doing, 
as a necessary kigredient m the government df 
the house of God, it niay be expiected that some- 
thing will be suggested oo^c^ming tliat retrifcaitieii 
which, in the order of God's house, is inflicted on 
the disobedient. Respecting this subject too, I 
have occasion to be p^tieular, becaiue it is erro- 
neously reported of us^ that we do not believe 
that sin is punished. :, . 
m Obi^rve then, with caution, that aH the punish- 
ments of which we have InfiMmatio^ in the word 
f God, are the necessary bhastisemsnts which be^ 
T to tiie government-of his house ; and as they 
ng to the house of God, they are the gate of 
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seemeth joyooS) but gne^ow. ; but afterward it 
jrieldeth the peaceable fruity of righteousness in 
those who are exercised thereby*" Again ; "If 
ye were without chastisepieiit, whereof all are 
partakers, then are je bastards and not sons," 
Now says the hearer, the speaker had certainly 
contradicted liiroself ; . for he says, Jesus is the 
gate of heaven, and lie says also that chastise- 
ment is the gate of heaven ! Reply: Jesus, who 
is the gate oTheayen, who is the Lord our righte- 
ousness, who is ihe way, the truth, and the life, 
who says, I wfll draw all men unto me, says, like- 
wise, that he Will reward every man according to 
his work. He that knoweth his master's will and 
doeth it not, shall be beaten with many stripep. 
But how does it become the Saviour to have the 
disobedient beaten with many stripes ? Answer': 
il^ order to make them qbedieiit. This brings them 
to him and to rest. 

Let jis now notice the provisions which the house 
of God affords for his numerous family. We can 
understand this by adverting to^he promise which 
the Lord made to Jacob at the time to which our 
text directs us-^'*^ Thy seed shall be as the dust 
of the earth ; and thou shalt spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the 
south ; and in thee and in thy seed, shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed," This is the 
covenant which God made with Abraham and 
Isaac. This is the g-ospel of Jesus Christ, who is^ 
4he promised seed, m whom all the families of the 
earth were to be blessed. Here again, we find 
the House of God and the gate of heaven^ Jesus 
is said to be iGod's covenant of the peoplcnand a 
light to the Gentiles.. All that we have provejj 
to belong to the family' of God, are here, in thi^ 
covenant, provided for in the most ample manner. 

Now wherever it pleases God to make known 

tp the tieirs of salvation, this divine covenant,. 

this promise concerning all the families of the 

earth ; wherever he makes a display of Jeeus th.^ 

xa* 
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promised seed, who is the Lord otur lighteousncsg, 
and who is our peace, there is the house of God 
and the gate of heaven. 

Let the space, locally speaking, be great or 
small, it is large enough and none too large for 
this house of God. in your hearts^ my brethren, 
if vou love God, and your neighbours as your- 
selves, there is room enough for this house of God, 
in which there are provisions for all the families 
of the earth ; yes, and room enough too for all 
nations to meet together and, feast for ever on the • 
bread of life. Jesus says ; " I am the bread of 
life \ he that cometh unto me shall never hunger, 
and he that beUeveth on me Bhall never thirst." 
This divine truth is Christ in you the hope of 
glory. How widely he spreads his arms, how 
affectionately he cries, " Ho, every one that thirst- 
eth, come ye to the waters ; and yon that have no 
money, come buy wine and milk without money 
and without price." This is the language and 
desire of every true believer in Jesus. 

Do you ask your humble servant where he finds 
the evidences that there are grace, mercy and 
truth for all men } He replies, he finds them in 
the house of God ; they are in the covenant which 
our Father in heaven made with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob ; they are in Christ who is this cove- 
nant ; they are in every believer's heart, where 
Christ the hope of glory resides. 

But says the hearer ; I ielieve in Christ, but I 
have not the evidence that all men are the sub- 
jects of his grace. .We must say you are under 
a mist&e. You have this evidence if you truly 
love God; for if you love him you love all men, 
^nd this love testifies that all men are its object, 
and you are under the necessity of contradicting 
this testimony of divine love in your -own souls, 
in order to maintain your creed. And we further- 
more say, that until you believe in a doctrine of 
?race which will comprehend all men, you will 

't believe in one that comprehends yourselves. 
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Mailce your creed large enongh for your own souls, 
aiid it will be large enough for all mankind. 

Furthermore, these evidences appear, as " a 
cloud of witnesses," in the testimony of those 
angels, who ascend and descend on the Son of 
man. These 'renowned messengers, who have 
delivered to us the glad tidings of the gospel, 
comprehend all God's holy prophets since the 
world be^n, who have spoken of the coming of 
the Messiah, and of the glory which should follow, 
and the final restitution of all things ; also *' the 
faithful and true witness " himself, and the Apos- 
tles whom he appointed to bear his name to all 
nations. And to all these may be added those 
^celestial messengers, who have been permitted to 
taste the heavenly pleasure of announcing salva- 
tion to man. 

There is smh a peculiar harmony in all this 
testimony, delivered during many hundred years, 
and such a perfect agreement with the covenant 
of promfse, which was announced to Abraham 
four hundred and thirty years before the law by 
Moses, that it appears evident, that if Jacob,, in 
vision, saw so bright a cloud of glory, it must 
have affected his physical system, ended his slum- 
f>ers, and opened his eyes. 

In accordance with this covenant of promise, 
which ffave assurance that, in Jesus, all the na- 
tions, air the families, and all the kindreds of the 
earth should be blessed, the sweet singer of Israel 
testified as follows ; " All nations whom thou hast 
made shall come and worship before thee, Lord; 
and shall glorify thy name." 

The evangelical Prophet, Isaijih, ascending lar 
cob's ladder to celestial heights of divine wisdom, 
and descending to earth with the glad tidings of 
universal favour, bears the follwing testimony; 
*' And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord's houise'shall be estab- 
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills ; and att nai^iya ^\x^Siss^ 
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unto it-^-Aod ia^HiU mountaiii shall the L^^^f 
hosts make unto all people |i feaat of fat thingsr- 
And he will destroy in this mountain the faee of 
the (sovering cast over all people, and the vail 
that is spread over all nations^ He.wiU swallosr 
up death in victory i and ihp Lord God vrffl wipe 
away tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of 
his people sh^Il he take iivroy from off all tftc 
earth ; for the Lord liath spoken it." 

The gracious design of the whole discipline of 
God's house is thus compendiously ezpre^ed by 
the prophet Jeremiah; "For the Lord wiU not 
cast off for ever ; :^ut though he ca^se grief^ yet 
will he have compassion according to the multi- 
tude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict will- 
ingly, nor grieve the children of men." 

Let these quotations from the prophets suffice 
as a 6ampIe.Qf their whole, testifpony respecting 
our subject, and letus lenda moment's attentioa 
to the joyous declaration of celestial messengers. 
" Fear not, for, beholci, I briiig, you good tidii|g8 
of great joy, ^hich shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day, in the^ city of David-ra 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord — And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heav- 
enly host praising God^ and aajixxgy Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth, peace^ good will to- 
ward men." The^e angels ascended and descend- 
ed on the Son of man ; and we may associate with 
the witness which they g^ye, the testimony of thp 
apostles, a sample of which we may quote from 
3t. Paul, who say^ ; "And. we declare unto you 
gald tidings, how that the promise which wa3 
made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their ch'Sdren, in that he hath raised up 
Jesus again— who was delivered fpr our oflfeneoa, 
and was raised agaia for oiir justification-^th^t 
he by the grace of Qpd should taste death for 
every man— who gav^ .tiimpelf a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time— Fo^ it pleased the 
jF ather that iu Jtum sixwld all fidwsa d?veU ; aptf 
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t>3rium.to reeoncite all things unto Mmself ; by 
hilar Bays whether they be things m earUi, or 
things in heaven-^For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of (Jod ; being justified freely 
by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus — Therefore, as by the offence of one, 
JHcigm^nt came upon all men to condemnation ; 
even fio by the righteousness of one, the free gSt 
came upon all men unto justification of life— For 
as in Adam all die,. even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.'* 

Jesus said, as has been noticed, ^< I will draw 
all men unto me." Why .^ Because they were 
all in his heart, his love comprehended the whole, 
and his divine determination and promise are. 
that he will never leave nor forsake them until he 
shall have fulfilled all his desire. 

Jesus said, ifi the woman of Samaria, ^' The 
hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this moun- 
tain, nor yet in Jerusalem, worship the Father — 
But the hour cometh and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth— God is a spirit, and they that worship 
him, must worship him in spirit and in truth." 
Christ is the truth, and he says, ^*I will draw all 
men unto me." This is the truth, and wherever 
it is manifested^ there is the house of God and the 
gate of heaven* This is our Father's house where 
there is bread enough, and to spare. 

The wisdom of this world has framed a very 
difierent doctrine frmn this which we have en- ' 
deavoured to set before you at this time ; but it is 
not the hou^e of God, nor is it the gate of heaven. 
It is the house that is built on the sand, and it is 
the wide gate that leadeth to destruction ; and 
many there be that go in thereat. 

My Christian friends, you will permit me to 
speak the honest conviction of my heart, without 
giving ofience. 

As the doctrine of God,^ of love, of grace, of 
peayce mi of trwth, th^ 4o<?ti:ijft^ 01? ,4i^>XH^ ^^^' 
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"^and salvation, constitutes any place ftie house of 
God and the gate of heaven ; so a contrary doo- 
trine, a doctrine of wrath, of everlasting condenv 
nation, of hatred, and of every species of partial- 
ity, constitutes the synagogue of Satan, and the 
broad road to destruction. 

In this state of destruction- men are tormented 
ddy and night, with superstitious fears, with ma- 
licious spirits, with partial notions of divine good- 
ness, with a persecuting disposition, " Israel, 
thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help 
found." In this doctrine for which we contend, 
there is a sovereign remedy for all the disorders 
of error. This love to God and mankind heals all 
our spiritual maladies. It casts out devils, it heals 
the leper, it opens the eyes of the blind, unstops 
deaf ears, and quickens the dead. 

A manifestation of this glorioilfc gospel of Jesus 
' is the " mountain of the Lord^s house, which he 
has established upon the top of the mountains, and 
exalted above the hills, unto which all nations are 
to flow. And this is the house of the Lord, In 
which those who are planted shall flourish, as in 
the courts of our God, and bring forth fruit in old 
age. 

By the doctrine to which we have attended it 
appears, that in order to render any place the 
house of God, there must be a irianifestation of 
the divine covenant, in which God has promised, 
that all the families of the earth shall be blessed; 
there must be an exhibition of him and his doc- 
trine, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 

A manifestation of these divine things will con- 
stitute this covenant edifice, the fruit of your la- 
bours and expenses, the house of God and the gate 
of heaven. In the divine testimony, which we 
humbly and devoutly trust will be dispensed in 
this house, which we this day dedicate to God and 
his service, those who come hither to worship 
will find the laws, the covenant, and provigionB 
which our Father m Vxea-^eti has treasured xxp in 
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the gospel o£ Jesus Christ, for all people^ And may 
it please the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac^ 
and the God of Jacob, to grant to the builders of 
this house, to the worshippers therein, and espe- 
cially to our Broths who may labour in holy things 
in this place, clear manifestations of the everlast- 
ing covenant) of, Jesus its divine mediator, of the 
doctrine and spirit of his love, that this house may 
be to old and young, to male and femcde, none 
other than the house bftJod and the gate of 
heaven. Here may the gentle reproofs of the 
spirit of truth seasonably chec^ impure desires, 
and the admonitions of righteousness be success- 
fully dispensed. May the faithful word of recon- 
cSiation, the doctrine of God our Saviour, drop as 
the rain,, and distil as the dew, as the small rain 
upon tne tender herb, and as the gentle dews upon 
the mown grassv Here may the church of God 
flourish^ and those who hear and know the joyCul 
* sound of the gospel walk in the light of the divine . 
countenance. . 

When prayer is offered up in this house, tnay it 
be offered in faith, and in conformity to the will 
of God ; and may it plea^ our Father in 'heaven 
to hear and give assurances of peace. 
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SERMON XVL 

TBB OHABACTBH AND WORSHIP OF GOD. 

DniTSftSD IV C4HB9I90B-PORT, Oft WBDVf SDATf DBC. 18, 1S22. 



DEUTERONOMY XIV. 28. 

«<Aiid tiMMi thah eat before the Lord % Ood, in the pbe* whi$h he qfaall. 
«hoaM to pkee hie mmie there, the tytheof thy com, of thv wine, and 
of thine oil, and of the firstlingi of thy herds, aod of thy flocks ; that 
thoa mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God alwi^a**' 

The wisdom and ffobdness of Qod are oleadT 
manifested in the religious institations which ow& 
their origin to divine authority. Man, being not 
only a religious, but also a sodal being, requires 
for the promotion of hki rational happiness, relig- 
ious institutions which, whUe they give a propei; 
direction to devotion, at the same time make a wise 
and j^ofitable improvement of his social feelings. 
Agreeably to these principles our indulgent aid 
kind Creator gave to the people, whom he chose of 
all the nations of the earth, to preserve the knowl- 
edge and worship of the Divine Unity, such ordi- 
nances as were wonderfuUy calculated to remind 
them of his goodness, and at the same time to make 
the best possible use of all their sodal sympathies 
and affections. 

If we duly contemi^ate a whole nation assem- 
bling, by divine command, and bringing together 
the tithes of the corn, the wine and the oil, with 
which a bountiful Providence had blessed them, 
together with the firstlings of their flocks, the in- 
crease of which they owed to the giver of every 
good and perfect gift^ and in. a most religious and 
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devQC^ manner freely eating aftd drialuDg before 
the Lord, who not only r^uires but accepts this 
kind of devotion, we «re led to view that Being, 
who is the otgect of these rdigious aervices, as one, 
who not only designs the best good of his creatures, 
but as ooe who employs the wisest means to pro- 
maW his gracious designs. As oflen as these re- 
ligious feasts occurred, the congregation of the 
coounanwealth oJT Israel were privileged with au 
opportunity of realizing the goodness of the dispen- 
ser of ail needful favours, and! at the same time of 
cultivating and improWng their acquaintance with 
eSLcli odie^, by wabh their social afiectiona were 
re0i^x>catj^ and stren^hened. . 

Ii)t these, soleOH) and joyful assemblies the twelve 
tribes wx>uld be led to forget any local prejudices, 
wiich an absence from each other had permitted 
to germinate, white the social afiections would be 
called into action b^all those natural means by 
which they are excited. But that which mostly 
contributed to unite that ancient people, and to 
render their religious convocations of special inter-, 
est, wasjhe condescension of the Divine Being in 
choosing to, place hi^ name among them. 

In applying this subject to the happy occasion 
'jirhich has invited this solemn and joyful assembly, 
the following pArticulars will be briefly noticed. 

1. The true doctrine of the divine name, the 
efstaWishment of which in a certain place conse- 
crates and renders it a proper place for religious 
assemblies and the solemn exerdses of divine 
worship. 

2. *f he true nature and spirit of devotion : and, 

3. The design or object to be promoted by the 
wcNTship of God. 

The true doctrine of the divine name is thus ex- 
pressed^ Exodus ^4. "The Lord^ the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long sufiering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thous- 
attde, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and 
sia, and that will by no means clear tYve ^vsSiVl*'''^ 
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h wfllnot be neccjfeapyj at this time, and on ffi» 
occasion, to be particular m Betting' forth thie mean- 
ing' of the words Lord and GW, as ft is wdl imown 
these words signify the possessor and iniler of air 
things, who alone is worthy of suprenie worship j 
but what seems to be of special importlmce is, that 
we understand the nature of those attributes whfc* 
are attached to the worAsyLord Chdy and their doe 
agreement. The attribute of mercy is most strdhg- 
ly expressed as follows : ^ Merciful and gracious, 
long suffering, and id[>undaiyt in goodnesi^ and troths 
keeping mercy for ftousands, forgiving* iniqui^, 
and trans^ession, and sin.'^' Hear this, O mrm\ 
man, imd let the goodness orOod lead thee to re* 
pentance ! Stronger language could not havebeeii 
used to express Uod's fixed, unchangeable favour 
towards sinners. Here let h be distinctly un*»^ 
stood, that the true name of the Lord Qod ^ait 
never be separated from that divine mercy which 
forgives iniquity, transgression, and sin. Any 
doctrine, therefore, which excludes the sinner itom 
the favour and forgiveness (^ God is oppc^ied to 
the name of the Lord, and renders anyi^ac^ unfit 
for the convocation of those, who wc^ula approach 
their God, thro' the mediation of Jesus, to obtain 
the remission of sin. The law £spensation and 
the temple worship were true figures of the gospel, 
and that spiritual worship of which theSaviouf 
spake to the woman of Samaria. But the legal 
covenant made no -provision for the worship of a 
people who had no sin ; for they found the way to 
the sanctum sanctorum of their temple, where the 
sacred Name was deposited, through the medium 
of that blood which made an atonement for their 
sins ; nor is the spiritual worship of the true taber- 
nacle ever ofiered until by the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant the congcience is purged from 
dead works to serve the living God. 

But my christian brethren, let us, with a godly 
jealousy cautiously avoid the awful error ; an error 
H^luch has constituted a \e^dmg d^citriae of aa 
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mgostaUaed church (orMgrn^ tke ttrror of supporing, 
that th&Monement whi^ aiaercifui €k>d deei^ed 
as a commendation of his lav€ to man, was design- 
ed to reconcile himself to the objects of hid gr^ce. 
This error has defiled the christian sanctuary, pol- 
luted the name of the Father of Mercies, convert^ 
ed the Grod of boandless: love into a Moloch, and 
the christiam church into the mother of harlots, 
driink with the blood of sisints ! Let it be kept in 
mind, that the name of the Lord is established by 
tiiat doctrine which acknowledges hiov to be ^^ mer- 
ciful and gracioyis. long sufibring, and ab^indant in 
ffoodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and ein.^' 

It is essential to the nature of Gk>d to forgive sin, 
for God is love, and Idve always forgives. This 
doctrine is dearly maintained b^ the commands of 
the Saviour, in which it is enjoined on us to for- 
give those who transgress^Bgainst us ; and we know 
this is the nev^ failing dictate of tlie spirit of God 
within oursd ves, when wre are guided by it ; and it 
should be deemed an ^gr«^o«s error for professed 
christians to alliyw themselves to believe that they 
are more ready to fcw^ve the fkvita of their fellow 
sinners, than he is^ whos^ grace hatii forgiven them, 
and whose spirit alone eaa lead them to forgive 
others. We must furthermore consider it a fault 
to be lamented in the eoi^bict of thepidus of many 
denominations^ tha4 they fervently ^y for the fop- 
^veness of all men, while they pertinaciously main- 
tain a creed that excludes millionl^ of the subjects 
of their pray^s from the met ey for which they tfsk ! 

But while, we cautiously and* gwrt^uHy maintain 
ai^d defend the sacred VAMt^ as displayed in the 
doctri](ie of divine forgiveness, we must not forget 
the attribute of retributive justice, which is as 
strongly e^cpre&sed in our quotation frcan Exodus 
34th, as is that of mercy and forgiveness. The 
truly awful words in which this stibject is express* 
^d, ^re the foUowiB^ :-^' ' And that will by no ta^i^XJA 
idteay ihe^g^^jpj. " ilesr these wordBy^ «te&dJitMMv^ 
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mnd tremble ! That Grod, whose alt perva^ng eje 
beholds our very thoughts, and from whom oar 
roost secret designs eannot, for one moment be hid, 
has declared that it is essential to his very nave, 
in no wise to clear the guBty ! Nothing less can 
be meant by these words than that God will^ with- 
out fail, in all instances, punish the transgressor 
according to hia criminality. My friends, I be- 
seech you to realhse this fact, this solemn truth, 
that the Lord God, whd is merciful and graciou^J, 
forgiving iniquity, arid transgression and sin, will 
by no means clear ttie guilty ; but will render to 
every man according to the fruit of hiis doing. 

This doctrine of retributive jtistfce will enable 
us to correct another injurious error, which has 
been imbibed in the christian church, and consists 
in a belief, that the wicked may spend many years 
in sin, and finally go elear of punishment, by re- 
penting just before they die. This most injurious 
and demoralizing error has combined with itself 
another mistake, which is necessary to its support, 
which contends that God does not punish the sin- 
ner in this mortal state. By settinff up and estab- 
lishing these errors, tiie wisdom of this world has 
systematically profaned the name of the Lord. If 
during this mortal life uin be not punished, nor pun- 
ished hereafter, if repented of before death, then 
it is evident that by ifteans of repentance the Lord 
God clears the guiltr ; but he d^ares that he wiR 
by no means clear tne guilty. 

Another impertant error of the church, which 
the true doctrine^ of God's name, as manifested i^ 
his retributive justice, wiH assist us in correcting, 
is the supposition that Jesus Christ suffered the 
punishment, due to the sins of an elected number 
of the human race^ so that by means of his suffer- 
ings these sinners are cleared. Compare this with 
the divine dedaratioHi ^'that he Will by no means 
clear the guilty." According to the doctrine under 
consideration, none of those things, which have 
been Jield uj^ aa measui Yi^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^T b^ 
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Mtved Ifom the pmiiskaient which ^bxj desenrey 
were erer designed for that purpose ; for Ood SMrf , 
iie will by no meamt clear the guiltr. TJie media* 
tioQ of Christ, faith in him, nor the most sinottpe 
repentance was ever designed, by our Father ui 
heaven, as means to clear the guilty^ 

If the opinion of christian doctors, who contend 
that sin is an infinite evil, and deserves an endless 
punishment, were true, then it would fcdlow, of 
course, that ,0od must either clear the guilty, or 
bamsh all men from bis favour for ever. But this 
opimon is supported by no other authority than 
the pceeepti^ of men. 

Is it asked, how the doctrine of the divine 5amk. 
as manifest^ in the forgiveness of iniquity, and 
trana^ession, and sin, is reconciled with the mani- 
festation of the same divine name, in the punishing 
of every transgressor, according to the turpitude 
of his guilt ? God gives the answer — ** If his ehil- 
dren forsake my law and walk not in my judg- 
ments ; if they break my statutes, and keep not my 
commandments : then will I visit their transpes** 
sion with the rod, and their iniquities with stripes ; 
]>evertheles6 my loving kindness will I not utterly 
take from him, nor su&r my foithfulness to fail — 
The Lord will not cast off for ever : but though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion according 
to the multitude of his mercies ; for he doth not af- 
flict, willingly, nor grieve the children of men--r 
Fools, because of their transgression, and because 
of their inkjuities are affiictea. Their soul abhor- 
reth all manner of meat, and they draw near unto 
the gates of death. Then they cry unto the Lord 
in their trouble, and he saveth them out of all 
their distresses^^AIso unto thee, Lord, . belong- 
eth mercy , fo^ thou renderest to every man ac- 
cording to his. work." God punishes the guilty as 
a fy^et chastiseth his disobedient son, whom he 
lovetb- My friends, the principle for which I $m 
now contending is one on which aU wise and good 
p^reutis practice with their childrei)^ lkYv%\j^\Aiie^ 

. *^ Digitized by Google 



oMmstent mth that.disdpliiie, whieh earefidfy 
leidalntd every motive by whioh the heart of the 
child is actuated, and rei^roves, rebukes and inffiott 
ftceording to the degrees of guilt which an ioifiar- 
. tial investigation is able tor disitover. 

\Al}6ording>^ to the erwrs titrhich professed chris- 
liaiis have imtHbed, they htkve oonsidered thMH- 
selves as' the subjects of the divine forgiveness^; 
hot those who do not subscribe to their creed, they 
inew* afr the guilty, Whom the Lord will in no wise 
clear. Hence arises the complaeency which they 
manifest while they talk of the righteous and ttal 
wicked. They are the rightedus, and their neigh- 
bdlips are the wicked. They reaxi 1*ie testim^ny^ 
whidi informs iis that the wicked fl*iaH be punish*- 
^d; but they are to otherwise affected by this, 
than as they are affected by some calamity which 
they are informed some people in a fer country may 
experience ; they do not so much as think of them- 
selves. It is no^, and among us, my christian 
brethren, the great and the main question, which 
is aj^itated against the doctrine of the divine ira-- 
partiality, \^hen and where are the wit^ked tb b^ 
pimished? Thousands and thousands are now 
Standing by themselves and thanking God that 
they are not like other men; the case would be 
vaistty different if we had that true sense of our- 
selves, trhich would lead us to smit^ our breasts 
and say, "Ckwi be mercifal to me a sinner." 

The attriButeg/ of the divine namie, which conse- , 
^*ateda place for r^ligidus devotion, under the le^ 
pi economy, are, in the christian dispenstttiiMd^ 
. manifested in the great apostle and hiffh priest of 
crur profession, to whom the eternal Father hath 
j^fi a namy^hich is above every name, that In his 
fiteme every knee shAU boiiir and erer^ ton^e eon* 
fcss; that Jesus is Lord, to the^dry of God th* 
father. Bupt this name, as revealed hi Jesua, dis^ 
niays a gidry which was but fitintly shadowed under 
Ifae hi!w; for Jesus ^^\ialt\i%i^^t tiie and iminer^ 
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tdity tdr light thro%h tire goflpel.'* Hear this, 
dying man, and lay hold or the hope which is set 
t)efore us, \i^hich hope we have as an anchor of 
ttie soul, sure and steadfast, and entering into that 
"Within the vaii, where our forerunner hath fcr us 
entered. 

A house of worshij^; defeated to this name, 
which is above every* name, and set open for the 
^crfed riiitiistry, which displays, in their most ob- 
vious and glorious light, the attribute of divine 
mercy in the forgiveness of'iriiquity, transgression 
and sin, and the justice of Grod, in a system of re- 
tribution^ which render^ to every man according 
to his doings; and which proclaims a risen and 
glorified Redeemer as the head of every man, in 
whomObd has gi^n to all men life and immortal- 
ity^ is a proper place for a christian assembly to 
least on the fr\iits of the spirit, and to offer the 
sacrific^fe of thanksgiving and praise: 

2dly . The true nature and spirit of devotion next 
claims our particular attention. 

It seems reasonable to suppose, that the feast set 
forth in our tett is a suitable figure to represent the 
true nature and spirit of christian worship. 

Almighty God abundantly blessed his people in 
the fruits of their lands, ^ving them corn, oil and 
wine, and multiplied their flocks and herds ; and 
he requiried of thenl that they should honour him 
by collecting the tithes of his bountiful providence, 
and bringing them together to the place where he 
established his name, and there eat these good 
things before the Lord. Thus the acceptable wor^ 
©hip of God consisted in feattinghis people on the 
good gHls which he had bestowed;tipQnr them. 
The wri^an; who worships God -fu spirit and in 
truth, welt knows the appU^^tfqn of this figure. 
Almighty God blesses his church with the abulia 
dant incomes of the fnritfi of his spirit, which are 
^ve, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodr 
ness, faith, meekties^ and temperance, and with 
these fiHiits h&nquitesUdtQ \imsm Um *mo^ w^ 
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YOtiotis. It WM ikH to laake the Lord kind t&hn 
people that they were directed to feast, with j<^ 
and gladDesfi, before him ; but it was because he 
had already blessed them, and because this feast 
itself was one of the greatest blessings they enjoy- 
ed. Thus it is with the christian congregation; 
we worship God in spirit and in truth, not expect- 
ing thereby to induce our bountiful Father in 
heaven to bestow on us his favours, but hecwieie we 
already enjoy them, and because the solemn exer- 
cises of devotion constitute our most exquisite 
pleasures. Nor do we, when guided by the spirit 
of truth, vainly offer to the Lord our devotions, 
expecting thereby to pacify his wrath and disarm 
his vengeance, which a disordered ima^nation 
supposes are burning against us ; but realizing the 
true doctrine of the divine name, we offer our 
gratefid devotions to him, who is gracious and 
merciful, who forgives our inijqjtiities, transgres- 
sion and sin, through the mediation of him who 
hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood. 

Our heavenly Father re(]^ires nothing of us, but 
for our own comfort and education ; and as it could 
not be well pleasing to one of us, who is a father, 
to see his children approach his table with horror, 
with dread, with fear and trembling, and eat and 
drink for no other purpose than to appease Us 
wrath, so it cannot be consistent with the divine 
spirit, for us to adhere to those sentiments which 
induce devotions corresponding with su^h horrible 
fears. 

The entertaining exereises of that religioa which 
is well pleasing to G»od, are represented in the 
scriptures by several emblems which are worthy 
of our careful notice. Looking forward to the day 
of the Messiah's grace, the prophet Isaiah, repre- 
sented the sentiments of divine truth as fellows; 
^^And in this mountain shall the Lord of hos^ts make 
unto all people a feast" It is evident that the 
pspel dispeuaation was ia th^ prophet's mind, 
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when he detiv^rdd this testimony, for If hi# Views 
had been limited by the separating wall which di- 
vided the Jews arid the Gentiles, the feast woald 
have been made for Jew, but not for Gentile. But 
Jesus hath l^oken down the middle waH of parti- 
tion between Jew and Gentile, that of the twain 
he might make, in himself, one new man. 

A feast made by our heavenly Father for all 
people cannot be designed to reconcile him who 
makes the feast to those for whom it is made ; nor 
can this feast be composed of sentiments which 
, exclqde any from its blessings. The same proph- 
et, stiiriuiated by the quickening energies of the 
nourishing qualities of this feast, exclaims as fol- 
lows ; "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, arid he that hath no money*, come ye, 
^ buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price. Wherefore do y^ 
spend money for that which is not bread ? And 
your labour for that which satisfieth not ? Harken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
" and let your soul delight itself in fatness." 

As other emblems of this divine repast, the same 
prophet speaks of rivers of waters in dry places, 
streams in deserts, and pools in parched ground. 
AH these beautiful representations are realized in 
' Jesus, who declared himself to be the bread of 
God, which came down ft-om heaven to give life 
to the world ; and who said that the water which 
he should give should so satisfy^ that those who 
drank of it should ueveT thirst. 

In view of Jesus, in this exteasive character, we 
understand his testimony, in which he says ; "And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me ;" in which declaration he speaks of the 
fulfilment of the words of Isaiah, who said : "And 
it shall come to pass, in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established 
tci the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
a|K)ve the hills; and all nations shall flow to it." 
The spirit at Ae christiaa ni&||^) ^aAl ^^(mDl 
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which leads the deYotionfi of the sanctinorv, is an- 
feigoed gratitude to our merciful Father in heaven, 
who graciously forgives our iniauities, transgred- 
siona and sins ; and who never laUs to administer 
those salutary chastisements, which, in his hand, 
are; means of grace, mercy and peitce ; and who 
has endowed his holy child Jesus with power to 
bring life and immortality tp light through the 
gospel ; and a lively active benevolence towards 
all manUnd, as the ofispring of our universal Pa- 
rent, who is equally good unto all, and whose tet* 
der mercies are over all his works. Under the in- 
fluence of this spirit, and in the enjoyment of this 
feast, which God hath made in Sion for all people, 
a christian assembly presents, in the exercises of 
devotion, the most pleasing and delightful enter- 
tainment that our imagination can conceive. 

Where parents and children, neighbours and 
friends, the old and young, assemble to confess 
their sins and realize the mercy of a pardoning 
Redeemer, to offer prayers in faith for all needea 
favours, to feast their hopes with the bright pro^ 
pect (^ immortal glory, and to offer anthems of 
praise to the giver of every good and perfect gift; 
while all the social affections are warmed and 
strengthened, we may justly call such a place an 
heavenly place in Christ Jesus. Of sUch a place, 
the pious Watts, expressing the sentiment of the 
sweet singer of Israel, says ; 

^ << I't* Moi tbr glor^ and dnr ppiiiMr 
Tbrovgh all thy temple sliliie : 
My God, repeat tkat heareniy hoar, 
That f ivsoa ID dttiae 

Not aU tiie Uewingt «r A femit ' 

Can pI«Me my soul to jtrcJI, 
Aa when thy riciier grace I ta?te, 

And in thy presence dtreR.*' 

Sdly. We are to speak of the design or object to 
be promoted by the public worship of God. 

This is definitely expressed in the last member 
of our text, as follows : ^' That thou may est learo 

fe^r the I^rd thy God always." 
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Hi a*fel^ tiJ^(*tttfi* correct iftewt oftHfe mo%tltn. 
pprtfl^ subject, H seems necese^ in the firit place 
t& Understand what is' meant by th6 fear of the 
Lord. This fear is hot that slavish dre^d, which 
too many deluded minds entertain, by erroneously 
s^pikjsing th* our heatenly Father is a tyrant, 
dtestitute ofthat goodhess, which renders hhn the 
prop^ object of our supreme lore and eonfldenee ; 
bat it is that fear whioh krve and confidence' pro- 
duce in the mind. We whd are parents ought to 
uodters^mid thii^ principle perfectly ; for Without it, 
it^B impossible to govern oor offspring to their ad* 
vimtege. If bur children are taught to fear to dis* 
obey us, because they realise our love lind affec- 
tk>n for them, tiieir fbar will be a safe defence 
i^ainst transgr^^mdon, while at the same time it is 
both holtourable and pleasing to us. But what 
pa^nt would wish to see the dear objects of his^ 
affections, filled wil^ a slavish fear, standing and 
trembling, as if their lives were every moment in 
^ngeiS from the nplifled h^nd of his vindictive 
venstonce ? 

Tlie Apostle John has very justly disposed of 
this kind of fear, by informing us, that he that 
feareth is not made perfect in love, and that love 
ciffiteth out fear. But love does not cast out the 
fear of the Lord, but induces it. This is that fear 
of the Lord, which the wise man said is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, and which he further describes as 
f(^ows: "The fear of the Lord is to hate evil." 

Too many misguided souls have erroneously 
niistaken this subject, and preposterously supposed 
that they were exercised with the true fear of the 
Lord, while all they feared was what their kindest 
benefactor mi^ht do to them ! They learn to dread 
and to hate what they are taught to fear that God 
may do to them ; but they ne^ect to learn the true 
fd^ar of the Lord, Which is to hate evil. 

Having this rational and scriptural understand'^ 
ing of what the fear of the Lord is, let us next ob- 
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serre iiuit lOm fesr umf ht learned bgr »4fie tl- 
tmtion to the (HrdinanoeB of ehrktian devotioii. 

Mankind are nativai^ as capable of learaing^to 
fear and lore God as the^r ^^ to learn any Bcienoe 
whatever. Let youth accompany their pcu!:enls to 
tiie sanctuary of derotion, and let the^trae doctrine 
of the divine name be set forth in the light of the 
goapd of our Redeemer ; let the ecHoua mature of 
iniquity., transffression and »ln be updieguieedly S0t 
before them ; let the tongue of deoeit and t^tnpta- 
tion, which endeavoura to persuade the. aiinplet 
that stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in 
secret is pleasant, be silenced^ and its folly expo?- 
ed ; let the loveliness of virtue and the true fear 
of the Lord be presented to the und^staading ; and 
let ^is be practised continually, and youth will 
learn, and the scripture which saith; ^VThey that 
a^ planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish 
in ttie courts of oar Qod, they shall bring fofik 
fruit in old affe," will be abundantly verified. 
* Christian mends and brethren who have cheer« 
fully and willingly oflered of your substance to 
erect this beautiful and convenient house for the 
public worship of .oiir common Father in heaveQ) 
may I be indulged, not onjy in ray own behalf, but 
in behalf of my ministering brethren, to congratu- 
late you, for the good success, which has attended 
your laudable and praiseworthy exertions. Our 
eyes have been towards you, while our prayers 
have ascended to him, without whose aid, they 
that build the house labour in vain. And this day 
brings us to the mutual enjoyment of reciprocsUing^ 
our best and most refined affections, while bowmg 
before the sacred name, and dedicating tiiis fruit 
of your labours and expenses as a nursery for ypw 
families and the rising generation, in the wisdom, 
love, knowledge and true fear of the Lord. 

Brethren, may all your hopes be realized, and 
may the ministry of reconciliation prosper within 
these walls, to the honour of God, and to the com- 
fort of multitudes lor many generations to come. 
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fiAGGAI, H. «,7. 

«^'For fhm taitfi the Lord of Ho#t8, Yet odtee, it is • little while, and I 
. witf thdoe tbR heaTen% and the eutli» And th^ iea, and the dry land; 
iMdi will^hake allHatioDv, and the dteire dfall natione shall oome: 
aod I will fill this lioaBe with glory) sai^ tte Lord of Hosts. 

tw the Epistle tci the Htebretre, the author pre- 
£^ts us with the ttoe seitse and proper applieation 
of these words of the proplMt ^: — " Now he hath 
proniised, saying, yet once more I shake not the 
earth only, hut also hearen. And this word, yet 
once more, signifi^h the removing of those things 
that 8M Bhaken, as of things that are made, that 
those things which cannot be shaken may remain." 

The bringing in, and setting up of the blessed 
kingdom of gospel grace and peace in the world, 
must necessarily be preceded by the removing of 
all such political and religious establishments as 
aaturally oppose the wisdom and goodness of our 
heavenly Father, by holding mankmd in ignorance 
and slavery. This work is that which shakes not 
only earth but heaven. ^ It crumbles to dust the 
fM-oudest monuments of human wisdom and power, 
and prostrates the loftiness of spiritual wickedness, 
in high places. 

In those prophetic visions which are recorded in 
Daniel, those empires which were represented b^ 
Ihe splendid image^ whose brightat^s w«^^ ^i.^»3^ 
20 
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lent, and whose form was terrible, and whose mh 
lidity and firmness were signified by gold, sflrer, 
brass and iron, became like the chaff of the sum- 
mer threshing floor, before the all-conquering 
power of that Stone which was^ cot out of the 
mountain without hands ; and while Ihose became 
shaken and removed, this subduing .Stone> though 
Bi *' rock of offence,^ to the kings of the earth, and 
a stumbling provocation to priestcraft, became an 
extended " mountain, and filled the whole earth.*' 

These representations, varied in vision, were 
signified to the same Prophet by the entire aboli' 
tion of the four great monarchies, the Babylonian, 
the Medo-Persian, the Grecian and the Roman, 
and the setting up of the kingdom and dominion 
of the Saviour, to which all nations shall yieU 
perpetual obedience, according to what is record 
ed in his 7th chapter. 

The Prophet Isaiah, in hfs 9th chapter, g^ves to 
the people that walked m darkness, and that dwelt 
in the shadow of death, a great light ; breaks the 
yoke of oppression^ and say^ ^^ Every battle of the 
warrior is with confused noise and garments rolled 
in blood ; but this shall be with a burning and fuel 
of fire. For unto us a chiA is born : unto us a Son 
is giveti ; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder ; and his name shall be called Wonderful^ 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace, there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with judgment and justice, 
from henceforth even fo^ ever. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts shall perform this." 

In love to the human race, and in compassion for 
the miseries of mankind, ^' The Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the worid," from those inhu- 
man oppressions and tormenting deceptions, whick 
were practiced on the weak and defenceless, by 
the collusion of kingcralt and priestcraft, the ele- 
ments of which compose the earth and the heav* 
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«nB wtikfti iMto be tihricen, as thingA which are 
contrived and made by the wisdom and power of 
tills world, wbtcli are fodishness and weakneie 
with God. 

The ahaking of nations, the cotivahiotis of king- 
doms, the confusion and divisions which chairae- 
t^erized doctianes^and the ministers of reKgion, at 
that eventful period when the kingdom of the Re- 
deemer was set up in the world, together with the 
f»iory Q^ the gospel day, may be regarded as the 
ulfihnent of the words of the Prophet, which we 
kave chosen to lead our reflections on this occasion. 

After the Babylonian captivity, the Jews were 
permitted to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the 
Temple which Nebuchadnezzar destroyed, and to 
restore the true worship ; and it was for the eil- 
coura^ement of this good work, that this prophecy 
vas delivered. The desire of all nations whicii 
-was promised, and the glory which was to fill that 
house, were the Messiah and the doctrine of his 
izrace. 

The falTmg away of the Christian €hwoh, the 
corruptions of its doctrines by the inventions of an 
ignorantt superstitious priesthood, sanctioned by 
the authority of Synods and Gonncife,-having in- 
troduced the man of sin into the Terapte of God, 
who has for ages been worshipped as God, the 
^lory w*Lioh Jesus manifested departed, and iht 
darkness of papal enrorte and eA)ominatfons have 
succeeded. 

But the reign jc£ tlie beast may be said to have 
come to an cud; the true testimony is receive, 
and God is now carrying on the wo^ df shaking 
earth and heavek, removing thdse things whica 
are shaken, as things which men have made, that 
those things which cannot be shaken may temaiif. 
The desire of all nations is advancing to enter the 
Christian fianctuary, and Gk>d is oboat to fill th^ 
aame with glory. 

Havii^ seen the true apptteation of our subject, 
and abo how it is acoommodated tci o>ax cmti^osDU^ ^ 
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illastration of such paiticulam ai9 niay be deemed 
proper on the preset^ very ifopoHajiit attd joyf^ 
occasion. And, 

Ist. Let 118 enquire poneeroin^ those things 
which may be shaken ; show that these .are thin^ 
which men have made ; and ixmtemplate their re* 
movsJ. 

Though it is not deemed proper on tb» oeoasicHi, 
to dwell much on the ipiqvutous s^^emes and op^ 
pressive rule of desyx>t]c ffovenunents, by which 
the great mass of mankind has been kq[>t m riar- 
ery, yet as such government is, wHboiU quefition, 
one of those things which may^ and must be shaken 
.and finally removed, that the permanent rights of 
maut which are established in the law of our con^ 
mon nature, may remain, we may »afely calculate 
lon the final and entire demolitiim of all sucdi power 
and audiority , ao that whererer law ud govern^ 
rOif nt shaU exists the v^ofie at large shall coiiteni- 
plate them as their dearest rights, their safe de^ 
iene^ and net as their oppressors. Past events 
And our ommti^-tkm^ii^nfmsm: h«bve^ fii«ished suf- 
ficient proof that the whote creed of momurchical 
4octrine is* the wicked offspring of that wMom 
which aa imipired Apeftle calls earthly^ sensual, 
devittoh ; and f)ee»t events ia the peUtioal world 
have shown that Uie example which has been fiuv 
*iust^d 1^ iheie Vi^tH Btatas, haahad the effect 
already to shake the throne of despotiamin other 
feetioas of the earth. JNojr shaB all the poweM of 
earth oombined, be abfi^ to withi^taBd the majesty 
of truth and the Ijght of teasm untS their g^ori* 
(»us march irtiati luftve^ fiwiehteed the world. 

Our labo(Wi may mOKe pai>ticuiariy be dkeoted 
to eiamiae the elemeate which compose the erro»- 
fveous c»reeds of AatiehriM;, aiUdshow that they ai^ 
iOiings which mea have eia^e, thngs that may be 
shaken and removed; But here we fiiid oursd^Tes 
aies^ated M&i a ina^ of rubbnb, whose inediie- 
rea^e pCQdfsijQ^« (SHi^aioA, in cponpai^^oa. wWsk 
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which^ the confusion of IsngixageB at Babel mighl 
aeem like hartnony, 

. A Grod of infinite wisdom, power and geodae$s, 
iatiuipposed to have ordained from all eternity, tha 
crverlajBtiog happmess of a few of the human racpr 
and the eternal misery of all the rest. Then in 
order to hide such abominable partiality and oru- 
elty, the. ju«t nxid good Creator is represented as 
furnishing' a tempter, whose business was to se* 
duce oiu* nrst parents, in the garden, and lead them 
tothecpfnfnission of one crime, which should justly 
condemn them and the whole human race to the 
peijisof hell for ever* And in order that' the orig*- 
inal scheme of everlasting condemnation might find 
ample defence in the conduct of men, Almighty 
God gave them a sinful, depraved nature, and 
charged the account to Adam's transgression. 

Here let us pause : Let us examine these els^ 
meats, of dbctrine. Who invented the notion that 
cmr Cjreator ordainod, from all eternity, some to 
everlasting life, and others to endless condemna*< . 
tion and death ? Is this proposition found in any 
part of divine Revelation ? When God made prom- 
ise to AWsdiam/Isaac and Jacob, which promise 
certainly constituted the patriarchal faith, and is 
the divine monuntent which exhibits thewisdom^ 
power and goodness of our heavenly Father, and 
is the foundation on which the New Testament 
bniWs the Mew-Jerusalem, the City of the living 
God; the promise was, that in them and in their 
Reed, which is Christ, all the nations and all the 
fiimiUes of th^ earth should be blessed. My ehris^ 
tian firieods, can anything be nr^e certain, than 
^t the God of Abraham, the God of Isa€tc, and 
the God of Jacob never decreed that any portion 
of the human family should be for ever unblessedi 
fef ever miserafote ? When the Lord was about to 
destroy Sodom, he said, <* Shall I hide from Abra^ 
ham that tMng which I do ; see^ Abraham 49h»H 
surely beeome a gveat and migMy «atioiiv^^^ ^^^ 
tiie jifitk>4^o/tiie^m3lh^^tfiU be \ilAM^ist\^^^ ^^ 
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tiie Lord would not destroy Sodom, with a temporsd 
destruction, without first acquainting^ his frieod 
with his intention, is it reasonable to believe that 
ht would not only hide from him his decree to de* 
stroT, etemidly, far the greatest portion of man* 
kind, but make him a prcmiise to bless all mankind 
in him and in his seed, which is Christ ? It is very 
true that Abraham would have had no . oceasion, 
in case the Lord had informed him of tris eternd 
ptirpose to destroy for ever, the most of the human 
race, to ask the Lord whether he would *' destroy 
the righteous with the wicked :*' for such a pur* 
pose eould hare had no reference to any fores^ht 
of good or bad woiks in men. 

To close this particular, we nmy safely conclude, 
that if God made the promise which we have no- 
ticed, to the fathers, men nmst have made this 
decree of election and reprobation, for the one is 
in direct opposition to the other ; and it is very 
certain, that if the promise can neither be shaken 
nor removed, this doctrine, invented by man, will 
soon ^^ pass away with a great noise." In fact, 
this partial notion, which consigns millions to end- 
less wrath, has been so shaken already, as to ad- 
moni^ the clergy, tl^at this child <^ tiieir's will 
soon forsake them. 

But suppose we admit thid paortial decree from 
' all eternity, is there any sense in supposing Ihat 
divine wisdom wo\M have contrived a scheme to 
lead men into sin, in order to hold out the appear- 
anceof justice, in sending them to a state of misery ^ 
and at the same time communicate the knoiwledge 
of thie whole aflair to the clergy, for them to make it 
known to the whole world? I aduiowledge, my 
Irie^nds, that it shocks my nerves, onl^ to loc^ at 
the abominable impiety of men's inventions ; and 
I feel that we ought to be on our guard, that the 
unqleannessof the d^ad body mjj^ht not adhere to 
^'^rsdves. But let us not shrink from our research* 

'^re is one more abommation, which, (fxs daring 
^ty, seema ta d^^iaaiQ^ exttr^ A\\M;!%^Ql8e. i 
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fiiBan the notion, that our Creator, by anact of his 
almighty power, gave us a totally depraved nature, 
laid the blame of it to Adam, and is determined to 
punish us everlastingly for the same ! We are notf 
endeavouring to>give these tilings any fUse colour 
to represent them as odious ; no, any false colour 
would serve to hide their native deformity, and 
would give them a grace which they do not possess. 

When we come to consider that such doctrines 
as have been noticed, have, for ages, been venera- 
ted as the true system of godliness^ and that the 
Christian Church has been fed and nursed with 
such food, we cannot wonder at the bladmess df 
her crimes, the wickednessjof her frauds, or the 
murderous dispositions manifested by the parties 
into which these jargons have divided her. 

There are many other inventions of men, which, 
if we had time, we might notice ; but we must soon 
take our leave of this dark scene ; not, however, 
without mentioning the mystery of an invented 
Trinity^ which has neen the means of sore conten- 
tions and bitter animosities in the Church. This 
self-contradictory doctrine of fAree infinite persons 
in bujt one infinite Being, has been so thoroughly 
shaken, that its warmest friends, would now give it 
up, if they were not obliged to use this absurdity 
to maintain another ; I mean the absurdity of an 
infinite, vicarious atonement.. It is thought to be 
absolutely necessary that the sufiferings d* Christ 
should be Considered ap infinite, otherwise the no- 
tion of the infinite misery of any must be given up, 
which would ruin the kingdom of Satan at once ! 

Look, my friend?, at this doctrine. €k)d, from 
ril eternity, determined who should be for ever 
happy, and who should be for ever miserable ; and 
yet it is necessary that an infinite sacrifice should 
reconcile him to save any 1 And as if the more ab- 
surdities were multiplied, the better, it is makitehi- 
ed that those whom the Creator predestinated from 
all eternity, to misery, are to suflfer this uns^pesSL- 
Me cimdemha^xm for »6t beUev^ N?\i3A m^ 



cleigy have told thejoatcpnceriun^ the infinite ^toue^ 
ment ! Ancl to«compdete the cUma^i:, it is contend- 
ed th^rt the eyeriasting salyatian of those who were 
^elected from all etemitjr, now depends on their 
being regeaerated in this world, apd having s^i 
entire new nature given therOi whfoh is ordinarily- 
brought about by the highly necessary labours of 
learned ministers ! 

These, my friends^ ^re a few^^ of the things which 
men have made. They afe things which will bje 
shaken and removed, as ^t as men come to use 
their reason assisted by diarme R^elatipu. Many 
9iore ii^i!ioi^ errors have been invented by the 
wiidomiof thfe wprid) l)ut those which have been 
mentioned'} seem to form the main pillarg on which 
the Tempte of Antiichrist has been built, and with 
which it must fall.to ruiM. 

Takhp^g our leave of those thmgs which, are to b^ 
removed, we mny, in the next plac^, enter upon 
an inquiry infinitely more jdeoskip', and which will 
l^ad to diseoveries calculated to iuliil the desire of 
enrery benevolent heart. The theme is "the de- 
sire of ail nations." This is promised in our text; 
*'Tbe desire of all nations «hall come." 

But let us ask how this is possible ? The nations 
liins^so opposed to each other, their religious -swpecr 

EtitioQB f^ repu^ant.one ta another, and such 
^iag the animosities which difiefent oreeds have 
^g^odi^redy can it be posa^le that their desire^ 
CMHin all be eoncentraterd in one point, and becontOn 
8|itisilied.with one thing ? This^ is promised, and it 
is n^ too bi^fd for the Lotd to aqoomplish. 

^i^nt Ax all wtions iwostly desire .^ Answer, 
Un^^fj, ^' koA (Spdaaid, let there be light, and 
tfeere WIS Bght.'* Jesus is " th^ light of the worW, 
t^e^^^e light t6a,t fighteth eyetr maa that oom€th 
iptP the .world.'* Will imy object and sav, that 
miea p»t4airhnei38 ferUght, and light for darWfiiS ? 
^Ehia pioye^ttwo'thiingii In favour of my argument; 
littiH aMra thflft the/des^-e is so strong ©r light, 

vm j»m» wJiii^ i4$9^hf^ la ts^\a}sj^i^^ i^;tb9 



miud ist tenacious to hold it fast. And 2d, it proves 
that more tight ib deeded. We may aocuse the na- 
tion^, if we please, of an aversion to the true lights 
and in return we may receive their recrimination ; 
but if we travel to the ends of the earth, we shall 
iiiever find the people who will say they do not do- 
sire the knowledge of divine truth.' Light to thos^ 
.who are in darkness, is surely most desirable. 
^^^ Grod is light," and he has given Jesus, "a light to 
Vghten the Gentiles, and the glory of his people 
Jtsrael." 

When all th6 dark and dismal clouds of error and 

superstition shall have passed away, this eternal 

sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in 

,his J[>eams, and be the fulness of universal desire. 

It has already been noticed, that the God of A* 

braham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 

.promised these fathers, that in their seed, which is 

Christ, all the nations and all the families of the 

earth should be blessed. This, most certainly is 

the desire of all nations. There certainly is not a 

nation so ^ossly ignorant, there is not a people on 

earth so bigoted in error, as not to desire to be 

blessed. There is not an individual who has be- 

.come so contracted, however he may have exchid- 

^d millions and millions of his fellow m'eatures 

irom the sympathies of his bosom, and however he 

may ha^''<> made iils mad calculations to l>e Dlessed 

aa heaven, in seeing his dearest earthly connexions 

in^vertastin^ misery, who has no desire to be bl6ss- 

^d himself^ Sa strong is this deske in the mo9t 

stupidly contracted soul, that he even hopes he 

,1^11 beblessed for eyer, and feel his bliss increase 

.even by the torments of his own offspring. 

Standing in the Kght of this subject, we can 

pleariy understand, that the doctrines which have 

been goperally held up Ibr gospel, ai^e altogether 

jnadequate to jthe fulfilment of the promise tnade 

Jo the fathers, or the promise iti pur text. My 

Jjfcicndsi, you may make the best ypu can Pf any 

jdg^qfl,p ^bAoh CT^cludes an^ of tbeh^x^^w^^ 
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from the Wessings of God's favcTtir, and that doc- 
trine is not the desire of all nations, nor can all na- 
tions and families of the earth be blessed in it. 
We must then find a doctrine in which all are bless- 
ed, then we have found the desire of all nations. 
This doctrine, this precious desire of all nations, 
is announced to the world in Jesus. The testimo- 
ny of the Angel to the Shepherdd, on the birth of 
this universel desire, is full evidence of this truth : 
" Pear not ; for behold, I bring unto you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
URto you is born this day, in the city of l)avid, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." How evident- 
fy does the desire of all nations appear in this an- 
gelic declaration^ — " Great joy which shall be to 
all people." Surely there is no nation, no people 
on earth, not a single individual, who has no de- 
sire for joy. We may search amonff the treasures 
of human inventions in vain to nnd a doctrine 
which contains great joy, which shall be to all 
people. But this we find in him whoni the Father 
sent, not to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. 
. We have the same blessed desire of all nations 
expressed in the heavenly doxology, sung by an 
innumerable multitude of the heavenly host, ira- 

mcditttely^ oSiBr tViP nngpl hn.fl Announoed his glad 

tidings: "Glory to God in the hignest;^nd <»tL 
earth peace, good will towards men.'* Peace is 
the desire of every living, of every rational being. 
All want peace for then)selvcs, and there are none 
who do not desire good will to themselves. 

When the precious babe of Bethlehem was 
brought into the Temple for the accomplishment 
of the rights of the law, aged Simeon beheld this 
desire of all nations with transport, stretched out 
his feeble, withered arms, and clasping the heav- 
enly treasure, said, " Now Lord, lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace ; for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people v t^ lls;^t to liebLtefi iht Gea* 
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iMmj and ^toe^ory. af th^ pMpls kmd.'^ Salva* 
titi^^is^the desire of all naUons ; this demre was thc^ 
m ^^ Temple^ and this prophecy of Haggai was 
fijdfUled. This wm the desire of all nations, and 
tjbis was thejg^cnry which filled the house of God. 
. Casting oor eyes ronnd on this hewly erected 
Sanetuaryy whicAi indioales so much ineommenda- 
1ion.pf tiije zeal and Uberality of those who built it^ 
soEid realizing at the same time, that it was th^r in-* 
t^tion to deidieate it to the worship of the God of 
Abmham, who promised to bless all the&milies of 
the earth in Christy ierve)it desires arise in our de- 
votional hearts, that this^ bouse may be filled with 
ihitt glory whicli is the desire of all nations. 

My brethren in the LcNrd, had your souls been 
siilisfied with those doctrines which .men have in- 
vented, creeds which, so far from being the desire 
of all nations, are not the desire even ef those who 
l^lieve and preach them, you would never have 
^propriated of your eartMy substance to the rais- 
ia^ of this house, but would have been striviAg 
with Ephraim to feed on wind, and with the wan- 
dering prodigal to satisfy yourselves with husks. 
Biit the bread of our heavenly Father's house has 
invited you to that " feast of fat things," which the 
liford of hosts hath made unto^ all peoi^e> 

The glory, which we trust will in future days, 
and for a lon^ time to come, fill this house,, is that 
pure and rational dootrine^of Jesus Christ, which 
teaches the unchangeflbk^ impartial love of God to aU 
tii6n, the forgiveness ^sins and life everlasting. These 
divine truths are things which cannot be shaken, 
things which will forever remain, when every in- 
vention of the wisdom of this world shall have 
vanished away. The evidences which support these 
most glorious and soul-rejoicing truths,, shine with 
unfading lustre in the book of Nature, and also in 
that of Revelation. What learned Doctor would 
undertake to defend a partial creed^by evidences 
adduced Irom the works of God ? Would he pre- 
i^eat his dark invention of e^ernai exd\x^wiwfev^ 
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tile dyhdixe ikvcmr t9 tHe gloriMi^: limJwitf ^ Hgf^ 
iftd «Mk his beams to vrftnettB «ii4 sappert i^ ffi^ 
meifoifiit cruelty ? Eyety riy of ligtet *would I* 
HiN^nieh him ef his impibtts airtimiit^V^^ eld4ti<3irt* 
ly defend the truth of im]^iMie(goodi¥ei»#. ShoiM 
he appedt to the rains, which vater the earth, to 
Tkidicate hie partial dc^henieV^ey vroulci inforar 
him th«it J^ue hm tdng einee imp^oyedth^iftte 
support of a eoAtrarr doetrtne. Let him next i^ 
Boit evidence from me iiretn a«i(l fetintains of ws^ 
ter , or from other elements of material nature,they 
all, with one voice, testify liiat the Lord is foe«l 
unto all, and that hie tend^ mercies are g^etsXt 
his works: He will oarefuily avoid the testifae*. 
ny of the parental affectione, for they «d^ loud in 
their remonstrance in* his own bosom a^nst his< 
tfdmercifall @feed, and will not consent to give toi 
tiieir hvuigry offspring a sibne mslead of bread, 
itor in room of a fish, a selppent. Norwfllhem^ 
go to the seripMres to find evidence to exclude tte- 
tansdmed of the Lord &em redemption ihrei^ 
his blood, for he ie now awnre that the s(n*ipttiree 
testify of Jesus, who^ve himself aransom for «A 
men, and is the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world, and that it is recorded in ^^r falth^ 
ful testimony, that ^> as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." 

My brethren, this is a joyful day to our hearts; 
We here witness the increase of thaf glorious eausCf 
which some of you espoused many year^ ago,gii^« 
iftg it the litnited support which scanty circumstan-" 
ces then allowed. Yet in those days, you saw the 
glory of God, and were refreshed with the doctrine 
of his universal grace. Now what you have loi^ 
desired is granted. You have broken forth on the 
right hand and on the left, you hate lengthened 
your cords aiid strengthened your stakes ; and this 
extensive, convenient house is completed, and ded- 
icated to the worship of Almighty God, .who has 
removed those things \n^hi(di are shaken, brought 
ia that Messed doctrine which is the desire of aU 
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liearts, and who will, we trust and fervently pray , 
^1 this house with his glory for many years to 
come ; and here cause the horn of, David to bud ; 
here bless Zion's provisions, and supply her poor 
with Inread ; cloth her priests with salvation, and 
-eawe her saintsto shout aloud for joy. 
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SERMON XVIII. 

THE SPEECH OF THE DEAD. 
OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF DEACON MOSES HALL 

DCLITXftlD IV CHARLISTOWN^THX FIRST S^MkATH Ut AUG. 1828 

HEBREWS, XI. 4. 
" And by it he, being dead, yet spea^eth." 

In this chapter St. Paul sets forth the power and 
unity of faith, and, in our text and its immediate 
connection, he suggests that Abel was enabled by 
the power of faith, to continue to speak, being 
dead. 

As the apostle contrasted the works of Abel, 
which were the works of faith, with those of Cain, 
which were the works of unrighteousness, contend- 
ing that the former spake although dead, we may 
justly infer that the latter also speaketh, though 
dead, but of facts as different from those testified 
by Abel, as were his works from those of his bro- 
ther, whom he slew. 

Abel, though dead, has^not ceased, since the day 
his blood was poured out c^n the ground, to testify 
that the righteousness of faith meekly and patient- 
ly submits to, and suffers persecution, from the 
wisdom and spirit of the flesh ; while jr tne other 
hand, Cain, though dead, has continued, from the 
fatal hour in which he rose up against his brother 
and slew him, to testify that the wisdom, the spirit, 
the doctrine and religion of the flesh are armed 
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igakist the xvisdom^ the s{Hrit». tl|« ^^trine and. 
religion of God our Saviour. 
- By attending to ''these testimonies, which were 
borne by the two fir«t who were born in the world, 
we are enabled to disK^rn th«i qualities of true 
and false" religion, i^nd by infallible marks to dis.-' 
tinguish them« That Tcligion whidi incites its 
votary to persecute a brot^er^is unrighteousness ; 
and that religt9ny«which, in room of ren(]^ring evil 
(or evil, leads its votary to love bis e^emy , to do 
good for evij^ and.wh^ suff^l^pg^evea the extremi- 
ties of persecgtioA, ia pray.fbf banv whosis h»nd is 
raised against him, is the. righteousness of faith, 

which overoometh the wqrI4* V .' 

I&ver since -the smoke m^9A^ from the altar, 
9S^ the divine, acceptance w^B manifested, the 
bloody-hand of perseeutioa j^gsa -heien lifted up, and 
irom the fatal spot.of earth which ^ank the blood 
<)f Abel, has proudly, marahed round the world, 
that haggard monster of religion,.wh9S6 devotiono^ 
aire sacnlege, and yrhpserteoBerinercic^ are cruel- 
ty. While in the humbleet fo^m of self-abasement 
aind non-reBistaaoe, the righteousness of faith hatll 
endured both scoffs and scourges, responding to 
all the imprecations of infuriate enemies, '^ Fa- 
ther, forgive then^for they know not what they 
do." The perseeujed ajid the persecutor both live 
for a testimony, they both dije for a testimony, and 
they both continue to speak, though dead. 
. These remarks are deMgned to present the 
hearer with some idea of the sense expressed by 
the apostle in our text. 

We may now;, by way of accommodation, apply 
this portion of scripture more generally, and allow 
it to direct us, to aa enquiry, concerning what 
is said to u», by our fellow creatures, who ai-e 
dead. \ 

All who die continue to -spe^k to the living. 
Tneir language is solemn, yrei^ty and impressive. 
T.i^y all testify alike to some important factQ, to 
wh^h it is ouir wi^d&livit^owly to a^tiad* 
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' 1. They all inform ud that we must soon {dSUm 
them. , ' 

2. They tell us that theiir work, in tiie' lanfi of 
.the living, Is finished ; atid whether it was ecwa- 
pletedas ^ey, hi their" last moments, could hare 
wished, or not, they now have no opportunity of 
making any -aiteratten. By this, theh- united and 
undi^mted testiniony, th^ warn the living so^to 
manage their time, so,te^econoIllile their eoncerm^ 
and so to act on the stage of life, thdt after they 
die, their memoiy tha^ hpesk suc^ a langus^ to 
the fiving, as while Hying thw could wifeh. 

3- The dead say^ to the Bvipg, wfaerein^ yo*! 
have discharged, with fidfthlulnesBj your duty t<J 
us, yoti hare oocaBfont>f sril^^pprobatien and of 
conseious peace, of ^hich no worldjr adverwty caft 
ever deprive you; but wherein yo^ have come 
short of this duty, and wherein you have done us 
injustice, it is now too latQ to repair these wrongs. 
By thid very sotanm truth the Kvin^ are fidmonMi- 
ed, by HO means ta add another mstance of irre^ 
parable injustice ^r delinquency. 

4. As the dead, who speak te the Kvihg, are df 
every age, and of every characterj and' of every 
•attainment occupied by the living, they inform 
them that no age, no eharaeter w attainment, is 
security against the ailrows of tieath. ^ 

6. The dead unite in their testimony to the liv- 
ing, that whatever imaginations^ they may indulge 
respecting the situation of 'man after death, and 
for whatever purposes sueh imaginations may be 
inculcated, no permissipn has been granted them 
to give to the living any information on the sub- 
jecit } by which they direct the living to adhere to 
the revealed truths of the gdspd, through which 
life and imraortality ^e brought to light-. 

Concerning the foregoing particulars all the 
dead speak one language* In other respects, dif- 
ferent characters speak to the living of different 
things, accotdhag to the varioqs stations which 
^/le/ oocupied in ^) %Mor4iais to their vanaiia 
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Situations in time, and according to what has been 
, their allotments in the land of the living. 

Parents, have we been called -to part with, ow 
itttle ones ? Has the icy hand ef death snatched 
pa-ecidus delights from our arms ? Hark ! They, 
oeing dead, speak to us. They tell us not to 
mourn for them, but for the millions of little ones, 
whose innocence wiH poon be *tamished with the 
Corruptions of ^rror and sin, who are destined to 
tread the thorny and thistley paths of htimaa life-, 
and to fact the tempestuous storms which more 
or less beat on all who live. They remind us of* 
their angel sweetness, they awaken a recollection 
of tender affections, and they bedew ouf hearts 
with the consoling assurance that they are heirs 
to all which was indicated by the lover and Sa- 
viour of the world, when he took little children in 
his arms and blessed them, and announced, that 
'* of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

Have any been called to fbllow sons or dau|^« 
ters, of maturer years, to the house appointed for 
all the living ?^ Have you, in anguish, seen those 
lovelv eyes, which were the delight of your own, 
grow dim in death ? Has that heart, which was 
©nee warm with filial affectitm, become cold an^ 
motionless ? Is the crutch, on which yo«i hoped 
to lean in old age, broken just a» you begin to 
totter with infirmity ? Does that slowly moving 
hearse bear the widow's son before her ? And is 
this, her last earthly hope now gone? Aie the 
sighs, which the winds are bearing away, the 
-sighs of despair!^ Hark! The dead speak! They 
call the attention of theilr mo«»ning parents to the 
testimony of the* Siftviour, in which he hath given 
aesurance, that ourheavenly Father's kindness is 
stronger and mx)re pure than that which parents 
feel for their children. They remind the afflicted 
and bowed down with sorrow, that earthly affse- 
tiona are light, and but for a memeaty when t50»- 
pared with that eternal-weight of glory, which is 
reserved and s&eurewnodf tikeft.\m^«esv ^xq3USQCK» 
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of eteFDity. Does not the speech of the dead r^ 
mind the living not to lay up treasures on'the 
earth, where moths and rusts corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal ; but in heaven, 
that where their treasures are, there their heart 
may be also ? ' 

' To surviving brothers and sisters the dead spea}£ 
of important and tender thii^igs. They call on them 
duly to regard the places they kave left, and as 
far as possible to fill the vacancy. Do aged pa- 
rents survive ? Let the children who iive double 
their duty to them, that they may be comforted ; 
let them multiply favours to each other that the 
aboence of the'deceased may be borne with less 
sorrow. Have they left companions or children ? 
Here is an opportunity of continuing to do good 
to them who are here no more. 

Companions, who mourn the loss of bosom 
friends, who look with pity on their fatherless or 
motherless children, should diligently listen to the 
voice of their departed companions. On the sur- 
viving companion and parent a double duty seems 
to devolve ; and the dead seems to say to the liv- 
ing, the mutual love and affection, which we have 
equally and faithfully borne for these dear images 
of our own, are now wholly lodged in your breast, 
and the numerous duties towards them, which I 
once delighted to share with you, are now all your 
own. Let my presence remain with you; ask 
yourself, what would have been my will, concern- 
ing our offspring, had I continued with you and 
them, and I charge you, by my sacred m^fnory, 
to leave no means in your power unapplied, whidi 
may promote their good, and contribute to make 
them wise, virtuous and happy. 

Do children mourn the loss of kind and tender 
parents ? Do they lament their orphan condition } 
Let them be calm, and Usten to th^ speeQh of their 
ptrenis from the silent mansions of de^th. 
' Dearly beloved children, although the parental 
^my whii^ was ^nee wa^aa. wi& thi^ t^^ulerji^t 
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nttf^etIons!, is now eoM and lifeleaii, A^d can em* 
brace rmx no more ; though those eye», which 
once delighted to 3vatch your steps, are dim in 
r^eath ; though these hand#, whicii were constantly 
busy for your protection and support, are lifeless 
in the grave, yet have you a parent in heaVen, 
whose love can never grow cold, whose eye can 
rever become dim, and whose hand is contiHually 
stretched out for your defence and sapport. That 
onpeen^ mysterious power, which gave existence, 
and ptaiited parental love in the hearts of fathers 
and mothers, must be goodness itself. Look thetr, 
with confidence, to him, who clothes the grass and 
the lilly in more gorgeous dyes than are worn by 
princes, who will not fail to clothe the orjrfian. 
Look with confidence to him, w-ho feeds the fowls 
of the air, who neither sow nor gather into barns, 
for he is your Father in heaven, who will much 
more feed you. Remember the counsels and ad- 
Tiee, with the admonitions and wifirnings which 
you have heard from those lips which will speak 
no more, keep them near to your hearts, think of 
them when you retire to rest and when you arise 
from repose; for thereby your parents will be pres- 
ent still, and continue to lend you aid: 

The fathers, the patriots and heroesy who plants 
ed, reared and defended their country ; who devot- 
ed their talents and their man^ years to promote 
its interest, or early lost their lives in defence 6( 
its rights, continue, even from their hallowed 
tombs, to spiBak, in the ears of the living, a lanr 
guage which all understand. How many worthy 
names might I here mention, which are enrolled 
in our country's register, formings brHliant con- 
^ellation, surrounded by a hright hal« of glory, 
giving li^ht to our poHtical path, and saying to 
uieir surviving children, keepeacred and inviolate 
the precious treasure which is the costly purchase 
tif our patriotism and our blo<^ ! Nor i» the men^- 
ory of recreant traitors less admonitor^- By their 
^^^erib^i^ isfamy thef wam ^-»f^^\^^ 
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aroid tlwir path, as they w6uW the Bohoii Upas>. 

An who have lived virtnously in the world, wha 
hcve gone henee, to be here ne more, caH. aloud 
to the living to walk in their steps ; and alf who 
have wrilowed ia vice'admonish the living to shon 
their ways. 

Thtis do we bold eomfnaaion with the dead ; 
and have the opportunity of conversing with our 
friends, who are gone to the invisible world. 

My friends, let ns now, in a particular manner, 
attend to the speech of our father and brother, 
who hae been recently removed by dea^, and oa 
whose aeooont this public service was appointed. 
He, being' d^sfd, yet speaketb. He speaks to that 
venerable sistev, who is left to- mourn' the death of 
a kind and faithful husbafid, and to her his lan- 
guage is most soothing. He honours her with aa 
entire approbation of her duty and faithfulness fo 
him, and returns her his thanks for her unwearied 
attention, disriiig his confinement and decline. He 
requests heis in room of indulging immoderate 
sorrow for htm, to lay hold of that hope^ which he 
so richly enjoyed while living, and which pi^ved 
an am^or to his soul, sure and steadfast, conduct- 
ing him to Jesus within the vail. 

He speaks to- these surviviBg children in the 
language of a kind and provident father sdU.^ He 
requests them to remember all he has done for 
them, and to cherish gratitude to -his- memory. 
He invites them* tot examine his whole life, and 
carefully imitate his virt q ce. He caHs their atten^ 
tion to thereKgion in which he lived, and to the 
blessed hope in which he died ; saying, my belov- 
ed chUdren^ there is peace in beUeving and there 
is joy in thedivine spirit. He warmly invites them 
to cultivate, among thems^ves, that tenderness 
and kindness, whidi he so much endeavoured to 
instil into their hearts, in their childhood^ that the 
lessipg, which the Lord commands on l^se-who 

veil togetb^ in unity, may rest upon thcon asa 

^ their ]mqwstisve-€»mVifia. i^i&&^l«ot bene 
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i add, he seerae to wiy t6 hiS' beloved GhiWpen, fur? 
sake not, negle<?t not, that kkd and faithful moth^p 
in her decUmng years. , 

This church and society, of which our departed 
brother was a most reapectable and beloved mem 
ber, will cautiously listen to what he, though dead^ 
Coiatinues to speak to them. Of the faith which 
you profess, 1i€ was a steady and faithful defender.- 
In devotion to it he oheerfuUy employed his world- 
ly interest, his warmest affections, much of hia 
9tudy, a virtuous and exemplary life, a constant 
attention to public worship, and ^ fostering care 
* c£ thejDfdinanoee of r<^gion, in the office which 
he held in tiie cluii^oh. By all these considerations 
tee still speaks. By the leasge share of property 
which ^e held ia, this heme, he requests you to be 
liberal in supporting an establishment which has 
long been dear to hn^ fakhful heart. By his eoa* 
stant attendance on puUic worship in tiiis place^ 
while his streiBgth held out^ he requests you not to 
forsake the assembling.of ^^urselves tc^ther, nor 
suffer slight concerns te^ d^taia you- from publij» 
sabbath devotiolis. By your recollection of his 
venerable appearance- in his wented seat, he per- 
miasively invites you noi to desert your own ; and 
by your memory of his peculiar attention to every 
part of divine service, he persuades you to observe 
the slime attention^ 

* To the oppos^rs of the doctrine of universal sal- 
▼ation, through the divine mediation ot Jesus 
Christ, our departed brother, though dead, yet 
speaketh. Yes, he will long contiivue to refute 
their reiterated objections, wherein tJ^ey have so 
often S£ud, that this doctrine tends tu corrupt the 
morals of those who bdiave it, that it tends to a 
ftegleot of religion and its duties, and that it can 
afford no comfort, or assurance of divive favoujc, 
in the hour of death. ^ 

Soon after the establishraent of the first Uni- 
versalist meeting in Boston, our departed brathef 
became a heUew aadsQ «ds!:Qi:^e qI \Wi<(^V^ 
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9Rd an officer in that )chi»cfa« Ever smee that pe*- 
nod, in which^he renouneed all pftioos of limited 
floodness and partial salvation, in which he em- 
braced a belief in the universal goodness of our 
Father in Heavea,-and the -final salvation of aU 
mankind, he had faithfully tnaintaiaed hie integFi- 
ty ; and his whole life may be examined and ibi^d 
to be a refutation c^ the be£dve jsamed objeetions.. 
As to his morals, if they are examined, in \pelatiod 
to his conduct as a husband, a &ther, a oiti;:^, it 
man of business, it is confidently believed, .that 
they would sufier but little^ by a xsempariaoQ. witii, 
any example, whieh baa beeil provided sinoe the 
day 'Of our Saviour. Where isi the man of his a©- 
quaintance^ who would dissent from what is heve 
ifttnted ? . ¥ot netn-ly thirty yeacs ydus seryaiait has 
had the pleasure add satisfaction of an* acquaint 
ance with this 4ear friends In all this time have 
I never known nor heard of the least fiault in his 
moral character. Ev^n-the env^mmed tongue of 
slander, which seems to delight in tamishiag that 
which it envies for its QHrity, I believe, has always 
Viewed the character of which wo speak too im- 
maculate to receive a btot..^ — I^oiig^ I say, will this 
character speak In refutation of what has sa. often 
been asserted, that the fiaith which he professed 
tends to vice. - 

Nor is his religious character a less- refutation 
of the objection, that the belief in the final holitiess 
6nd happiness of the whole humanfamily, tends to 
render men negleotfiil'of religion and its duties. 
Of this fact all who have known him can bear aia- 
phe testimony. And by this feet, be, being dead, 
yet speaketh. He invites the opposers-^of this 
bless€?d doctrine of " peace on earth and good will 
towards men," to considet his faithftil &ad constant 
attention to the public worship of God, and to a 
fostering care of the concerns of the req>ective 
churches to which he hlis belonged, a^d in which 
he has officiated in a conspicuous character. - tie 
itviteB- them to - ooaaUMi i^vndidlj^ the qoe^tiom 
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wllerein lie has not performed his duty 'f iUi4 also 
to cbnsider thequesfion, to what inducements dan 
-fliey refef this faithfulness but to the favourable 
influence which his faith had on his heart ? 

As to the objection that our belief can adminis'- 
ter no consolation, nor give assurance' of the divine 
Tavour in the hour of death, our departed brother's 
testimony will for ever remain its entire refutation. 
'In very many Instances it has been reported, by 
the zealous enemies of our faith, that its believers 
have renounced it on the near approach of death) 
and endeavoured to find favour with God, by em- 
bracing a different creed. That such cases have 
tper occurred we have no good evidence ; and as 
to the instance which our departed brother has 
furnished, there are many witnesses, who can 
bear testimony fo the triumphs of his faith. 

A short time since, when I called to see him, 
when we both supposed it was the last time we 
should speak to eacn other this side the grave, he 
eon versed freely on the subject of his belief in the 
salvation of all men. He seemed to feel desirous 
to give me and others to understand, that his mind 
was clouded with no doubts ; that his confidence 
in the unbounded goodness of our Heavenly Father 
remained unshaken. He was confident at that 
time that the day of his departure was at hand, 
and he expressed an entire willingness to go, and 
said that he had no desire* to recover his strength, 
or again to walk abroad. He spoke to his son, 
who was present with me, of his approaching dis- 
solution, with as much composure of mind as I 
ever heard him converse on any subject in his life. 
He gave particular directions where he would 
have his body laid, and expressed his wishes re- 
specting his funeral, requesting me to attend it. 
And, taking me by the hand, with a smile which 
indicated heavenly peace of soul, said, " Brother 
Ballou, I firmly believe that I shall meet you again 
in the kingdom of our Heavenly Father, where we 
fihcdl part no more^" Many happ)f mQm.en.tA \v%d 
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we spent together, but this Beemed to surpass thmn 
all. It was joy to my heart to witness the triumphs 
of hisTaith, and my prayer Was that my last daiys 
might be like his^ 

Let me say to all who mourn on this occasion, 
we have more* reason to rqoice than to sorrow. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints. Predous indeed must be so calm a 
death to all surviving' friends. May he, who is 
the resurrection and the life, who has promised to 
swallow up death In victory, be, and for ever re- 
main, our consolation, our hope, and our joy. 
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<<Sto«7e'tlntdMLofid1»iiCkid; it ii he that iMlk onde u, «iia »te 
W0.imrmh9^i we. ve liii popple* «ad th« Amp of hit pasture. Enter 
into bis gatei with ihankBfiviog, and into his cotnts with praise; be 
tlMtaklbl «nto him, end bleae hh naMe. For tlie Lord U good ; his mer* 
tf Im ewrlaatings apl W Wk endartilh to all genefatiou.'* 

IThe fecognition of a supreme, intelligent Be^ng, 
86 the ruler and rightful owner of the universe,, 
lies at the foundation of all ratio^l devotion. The 
evidences proper to convince us of the existence 
of suph a Being are entirely ampler and of a char- 
act^ perfectly adapted to our senses, through 
which medium they bring conviction to the under- 
st^ding. To our sense of sight are presented un- 
ntimbered worlds, whose known motions, as well 
SB stations, have such a i^elatton to each other, as 
to convince the rational mind, that what may be 
termed order, does in reality exist throughout the 
universe. The regular changes of the various 
seasons of the year, which are but the known ef- 
fects of the order juiftt noticed, are sufficient proof, 
to a caiidid niind, that the natural world is under 
the control of a principle, which is both steady and 
sure in its influence. The regular routine c^ ,the 
several divisions of the day and of the night, is 
such kind of evidence in this case, as can, by no 
means, be refuted. The sun, the moon, the stars 
hiAd iorth a language to intelligent beings, not to 
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be misunderstood, in whioh they bear testimony 
of the divine existence. 

In order to arrive at the advantages, which ce- 
Bult from our rel^ipn ta;l^9 one Sw^eme, it is not 
necessary that we inqmre into mysteries whiidi 
are ne6essar% hiddeo«, Fhilos(^[>t|eFS uMiy e&« 
deavour to determine of what s^ostance the sun 
is comt>osed9 and in Uie fruitless attempt, they 
may weaken ajttd evisn utterly destroy the power 
of vision ; they may, in the utter darkness produc- 
ed by their speculations, Tjome to the preposterous 
conclusion, that there is no. s^n, in the heavens ! 
So, if we attempt to find oui the ^Almighty to per- 
feetum," we are ^t bnoelost-in a maxe of our owa 
folly, and are liable to doubt tbe existence of whut 
we are unable fully to an^yze or compt eh^xd. 
Were we able to subject 4ihe monarch of <iay to a 
chemical process, and again to restore that vast lu- 
minary to his present station and splen&r, we 
have no reason to believe^ that the advantage 
which we have alwayd enjoyed from his light and 
heat would iti the least be increased by our la- 
bours. So if we wei^e able to demonstrate, on 
physical principles, the very subiHance of the di- 
vine Being, we have no reason to beKeve that the 
blessings which we receive from him would, by 
. this, be increased. v 

That our views of the Supreme Beitig should be 

such as to induce a rational devotion, on moral 

principles, it is necessary thstt We acknowledge 

Him to be intelligent. For however so great and 

numerous the advantages may be,, which we de- 

. rive from hirfi, unless we view them the effects of 

design, we can feel no moral obligation, can eter- 

cise no gratitude, can offer no prai§e, nor feel a 

moral accountability. The fruit, which is most 

pleasant and agreeable to our taste, excites in us 

/io gratitude to the tree on which it grew, because 

r/e have no evidence ttv^X \\\\^ ^t\v\1 was thus 

adapted to our taste by n.x\y fiL^^V^xv o^-^^^xx^^s^sc^. 

the rational minii, being wuNuxCie^^Ow^X^xvs^-^^^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MKLIA^B tERMOirt. 8(5 

Aerfxii ooQgniify^ reniltiB^.ia the most exqiiioite 
pieasiu-e, intist.be' the e^t of design, and that 
this design must be in him who ereated the tree, 
yrho constituted the' flavour of its fruity and the 
rtftste of the eoter^ feels the weight of obligation, 
ftftd exercises a rational, gratitude to that infinite 
intelligence, which kindly regards the enjoyments 
of his creatures* 
. It is not^ therefore, the simple existence of a sa- 
preme governor of the universe, viewed only as a 
^verning printriple^ Kfce the law of attraction in 
solid or gross bodios, which constitutes an object 
of rational devotion ; nor is it the.almightiness ot 
tliat princtple, near its power to do us good or harm, 
which can call forth our worships but it is the re- 
cognition of ^ ben^vofent, a compassionate design 
in our Creator, whi(di always directs his omnipo- 
tenoe in sueh a course as cannot fail of the good 
intended^ which calls oxxr rational powers to devo- 
tional exercises. 

Theportion of scripture, which has been chosen 
to lead owr religioQs^oontemplations, on the pres- 
ent joyfri and hietppy occasion, very evidently jus- 
tifies the fert^mng remarks. The acknowledg- 
ment of <5od is the first thing mentioned and en- 
joined. The text then proceeds to inform us what 
£it)d has done : ^^ It is he that hath made us, and 
-not we ourselves,'^ It then informs us that ''we 
are his people and the sheep of his pasture." We 
Are God^s paroperty , and are provided for and taken 
care of .ty him. On these principles^ the devotion, 
wWch the text requires, seems evidently to de- 
pend., As it IS a fact that there is a God ; and as 
It is a fact tibat he hath made us, and that we did 
not make ourselves ;. and as^ it is a fact that we are 
his people, and are provided for and taken care of 
by him^ as sheep are by a shepherd, we are re- 
quired to "enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise ;" We are requiral 
to ^^be thankful unto him^^ aQd to Uess his aamj^." 
Tbt rernKmavfi^Qh the test fta^t^ie^s^^ ^y 
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im derotkui are thus staled; ^^For th^ Lord Ib 
-^Dod ; kis mercy is everlaatiiig ; BXkd hia troth en- 
dureth to all generations*" 

la Improving this subject at^propriately to the 
dedication of thia house to the wonrhip of the oiTe 
oia.T AKn TRUE Oon, special iiotice w^ be taken 
of the following partknilairs : 

First. Important truths suggested by the facts 
that the divine Being made us, and that wedid not 
make ourselves. > . 

Secondly. A concise view of the reasons given 
in the text, why we should pay our devotions to 
. our maker and preservar, and 

Thirdly. The bendits arisii^ from a faithful 
-attention to the^ devoti<»ial duties* 

First. If an almighty and itifinitely wise Bemg 
created us, and if the Creator be himseif morally 
good, it follows of course, that, whatever may be 
our nature and constitution, in relation to ^ther 
natural or moral prindples, they are what the 
Creator saw iit they should be, and what he made 
them, arid that they are not cqpqposed to his good* 
ness. , Whatever dis^^epaAoe there may be be- 
tween these self-evideojt facts and the common 
doctrine of man's native and entire depravity, in 
which the doctors of the cdiun^ have found an 
utter aversion ia God, and a fountain of unholi- 
nees, impurity aad sin, it must be^ imputed to the 
perversion of hun^n r^ison, and to that mental 
darkness which misguided the understandihg in 
ages of superstition. It-is fai* more reasonable U 
suppose, that the most learned, and eves the most 
- devout among mmk should err in understanding, 
than it is to belreve, tlMit, as the creatures of Gkra, 
we possess any native pyope^es' which are in op- 
position to him. 

Secondly. The fact that we were created by 
the divine Being, and not hy ourselves, necesssurily 
suggests, that in our constitution we are favoured 
with whatever unerring wisdom was aUe to devise 



(^1 of hhn wh0 made it^ and is a difi^ay^ of the 
wi^doHL ef the- ifiakei:. It therefore behoves hb tp 
-entertain exalted and most respectful sentiments 
relative to our being aad i^ature, that we may 
avoid the folly, too frequently practised, of diah^r 
during the Creator by lightly esteeming the work^ 
of his hands. If we are told that our arguinent 
partakes of pride and ostentation, and that it is 
h^^tile to that humility which becomes such de^ 
pendent beings^ we reply 

- Thir-dly. The fact that God is our Creator ne* 
eessarily claims for him all the honour and all the 
praise for so glorious a work. So that the higher 
we exalt the creature, as to nature and constitur 
tion, the mo^e we honour the author of our exist- 
ence ; .and Whil^ we duly connect with the fact that 
Qod made us^ the fact that we did not make oui;* 
selves, we shall understand that by entertaining 
exalted sentiments of the nature ^nd constitutiogti 
of the creature, wa confess what we owe to our 
Oreatop, and the infinite obligations his goodness 
hath imposed upon us ^ whi<sh is that humility^ not 
the affected humility which inflates the foolish 
pride of him who pretends it, but that genuine hu- 
mility, ,whieh acknowledges the Creator's goocjr 
»es«, and the creature's dependence. 
We shall proceed as was. proposed, - 
Secondly. To take a concise view of the reasons 
^iven in the text why we should pay our devotions 
to our maker and preserver, and, 
' First. The first reason why we should worship 
the suprome ruler and governor of the universe^ 
which our text suggests, is, that he is our Creator. 
But as we have befope observed, in order to oall 
into^actionthepowers of our minds in devotion to 
Qod, we must contemplate him. as an iptelUgent 
Beings so it k necessary that W0 duly estimate the 
design of our Greater f in^vi«ig us existenee ; for 
it is certain that our devotion, being derived from 
the views which we entertain of rGodj JEnust aequire 
kiij^arai^esr ikom tiiem. / , ^ > - • i 
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Let xm tfiea oonrider tiie aU-importsAt iiinetioiM 
for what parpoee did oar Creator grve os eustenee ' 
If we coald believe that ow existence was pro* 
daced without design, we oonld feel no ratioad 
gratitude to that power which brought us into be- 
ing for this undesigned act, even ^ouM our ex« 
istence prove a most happy one. If we believe 
that onr Creator designed our existence for the sole 
purpose of his own gratification, exchiding entirriy, 
as a motive in giving us being, any happiness «f 
enjoyment which we should experience, however 
he might succeed in his exclusive desi^, or how- 
ever happy we might chance to "be, m order to 
gratify our Creator, who had no design in mi^im 
us happy, but his own amusement, excluding aU 
benevolence towards us, we could feel no more 
gratitude to him for all this, than we could If he 
had created us without any design ; or no more 
than we feel towards the ^ind, when it refreshes 
us, without any desi^ so to do. 

Much less, if possible, could we feel grateful to 
our maker, if we should believe that ho brought us 
into existence to glorify himself by enduring int^ise 
misei7 as long as he shall exist. Such a design 
would disparage the Creator, in the rational miad, 
infinitely more than to allow him ho design at ^11. 

Our doctors, therefore, who exert so much intel- 
leqt, and employ so much learning and zeal to per- 
suade us to be willing to endure endless sufiering 
for the elory of God, may, with much proi>rtety, 
be caHed on to show wherein thcSr. Gk>d is net 
an infinitely greater abomins^ion than Moloch, or 
the crocodiles of Egypt* 

^ Let iis with impartial minds and cool delibera* 
tioh, spend a moment in viewing this god, in con- 
templating his worship, and in observing the zeal 
of his ministers. . This god gave his creatures ex- 
istence, that they might glorify hivti for ever by en- 
during unspeakable torment. He has prepared 
every thing neeesswy td accomplish this design^ 
He now calls on those wret<&ed creatures^ build 
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dHffeheSyin w^^h to wo«feUp him, Mid to dedi- 
cate tliem to hie moH nacnd •erriee. He emgliajn 
his miaistere, and fireethem widi seal, toper- 
ooadetMto epga^ m this work of derotioii ! How 
ean we acoount for such etupidity ? If we oould 
be so iBuch deceived as to exercise gratitade to 
TOch a deity, as the exercise of gratitude is happi- 
ness, it would defeat the design of our misery ? 
If, therefore, those who are devoted to the service 
^ this god would preserve consistency, it is high 
^fte they ^^ere persuading us to abandon all 
thoughts of devotion, and to give t>urselves up en- 
tirely to the work, to which this god designed us, 
the work of blasphemy and the rack of torture ! 

If it be said that our doctors do not pretend that 
our Creator deigned us all for everlasting woe, 
b^t that he has most graciously designed t&mt for 
hap{Hness for ever, we r^y; this alters not the 
dispottfioa of the Creator. He would have design- 
ed us all for misery if he oould have the more glo- 
rified himself thereby. It was not benevolence in 
him that pre vented his appointing us all to a wretch- 
ed eternity ; if it had been, such benevolence 
would have secured the whole human family from 
endless misery. Were some few of us persuaded, 
that we were of the number, who were, in the be- 
ginning, appointed unto everlasting happiness, it 
would be impossible for us to feel any real grati- 
tude to our Creator on this account, so long as we 
allow, that there is no benevolence in him even 
towaiNds those who are thus designed for happi- 
ness. Even to pretend to gratituae for such par* 
tiality, would, in aisense, make us partakers with 
this deity, of the ungracious, misanthroiHC princi- 
ple at which humanity feels a disgust. 

If after exploding those dishonourable opinions^ 
respecting the design of our Creator, we should 
embdratce such as represent him as impartially giv- 
ing to all men an opportunity and means, whereby 
they can, if they wisely ohooscf render themselves 
Ua ever hqppy ; and yet allow, that lOflliona wiUx 
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by neans ^Usx&f \^r(M»b\etkii^pcrks!S^^^ 
JelUy ncgtect bothv^nean^ a«id epportunity, aod 
. fio^lly btifig ^m thiewselves a alate of ^ufferiisg 
equal kt dimtioa aad <)Qg]ree to that eMipposed be- 
fore, and that Ute Creator knew all tbkr when ke 
first created'Htniuikmd^ we gain notkiDg by tbe 
ai^ft ; -and we ||reatly deoeave ourfielve^ if we. be- 
lieve that thls-sdieme is at vlH better then^ the for- 
mcT» < if the advocates of thU laM acediBpoaedto 
'Ctmtead far what they eall free agencsr ia maa, 
they a^eiadvertiaed that our pesent inqiiiry asks 
for the dedi|pa of^the Creator la ponetkuthig in 428 
«auch an.agen^ r If heknew whea he u^de.ua 
and {pave 'us such afeney) that we should for evi^ 
ruin otirsdTea in the use ofrt^ it is most absurd X6 
pretend that he* did not design our riiitK^ 

We nowr seej- that what ^ has been called t?»t> 
i^hemes of deetrii^e forages, if^ infcbct,^ but one; 
and that it is <6ne that u^tl&riy forbids the idea- Qi 
devotion. And it is worthy of remari?, that all the 
.worship whi^ has been; inculcated on this, errone- 
*oii8 doctrine, Imis been lu^ged as a mesms of seesrr- 
ing; rather thim>of acknowledging the .divine ifa- 
TQur. The DeUy has been uniformly repredeni^ 
«8 a Being, whose i^ood will might poasiWy be ob- 
tained by a cringing, fearful homage^ exter4sed by 
hi3 threatening venj^ewioe. And to. ttiis dotrbtful 
endiiave the devcKiona of the people been direct- 
5ed. ■' . ■' . • - " •■ \ ■■ 

The reasonings to whiiA we haire now attended) 
result^ in the coniplusion, that the des^n'ofow: 
C^ator, in giving us «n existenpOf was pure b^ 
nevolence ;. and that -our; existence ^was originally 
•designed, by ouirGreatdr-, for enjeynaent. , . 

Secondly. rThe temaini^g reasons; »uggeeted4)j 
the text, why we should jwcy our devotion^ to the 
<Jod who' inade^s, will he foimd to e(h*rQboratei»jMr 
views conoerhing the benevolent design God ha<) 
in giving US being- They are tht» stated^: " We 
Une his people axid t\\e ^^^ ol \s» ^a^»*»«e-^Fi>r 
file Lord \^ geod \ laia mw6^> W ^^^^^asfesa^ v >5^ 
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his tnith endureth io all generations." Let it be 
distinctly understood, that as the text urges us to 
the worship of Grod, rendering as a reason there- 
for, that we are his people, and the s]^eep of his 
pasture — ^that he is good ; that his mercy is ever- . 
lasting, and that his truth endureth to all genera- 
tions, it acknowledges, that if we were not his 
people, if we were not the sheep of his pastiire ; 
tf he were not good to us ; if he were not merciful, 
and if his truth did not endure, we should be on- 
di^ no obligation to worship him. This doctrine 
IB not only the plain and simple doctrine of reason 
€md comnidn sense, but it is supported by the gen- 
eral tenour of scripture. In the inspired writings, 
we are constantly urged to the duties of devotion, 
because of the goodness, the tender mercy and 
firithfulness of 6cm towards us. 

When we contemplate the goodness of God to 
the human family, as a reason why we should be 
thankful in our devotions, and as the foundation 
for rendering praise to his holy name, we should 
Fealize that the m6re we circumscribe the divine 
-goodness, tho m6re^ of course, we shall limit our 
gratitude and thanksgiving ; while on the other 
hand, the more we extend and exalt the divine 
benevolence, the higher will our gratitude arise.. 
Here let the question be considered ;. is there any 
^nger of exalting the goodness of God too much, 
or of exciting in ourselves too much thankfulness ? 
I^ok abroad, through vast creation ; look to the 
heavens and to the earth; consider the fruitful 
seasons, whteh fill our hearts with food and gladt 
aesa, and let enlightened reason, free from the 
prejudices of limited creeds, say if any thing eould 
be added to the divine economy, that would more 
recommend its goodness. Well did the sweet sing- 
er of Israel say ; " the Lord is good unto alU and 
Ms tender merdes are over all his works." " We 
l^r^ his people, and the sheep of his pasture," 
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*< Ar the TOod shepherd tends. htB ^eecycfirat ^ i 

Seeks freshest pastufes, aind thjBTJOrest air, 
^. ExpfcMPesthc lost, tile Wandermg sheep- directs* ~ 

By day o'er sees them, and by night protects ; . 

llie tender Iambs he raises in his arms, 
* ' Aeds from bis haod, and ia his bottom "waraH/* 

The kindly care of our Creator's grace» - 
' One fold gatire, reg vds the human raoe. 

For us he makes his sua to shiae, for us he 
causes the raias to water the earth, for us do rivers 
flow^ and.for us do the wiods breathe through the 
land. ^^ How great is his goodness, how great is his 
beauty ! Corn ahall. make the yofMig j»ea ckeer- 
ful, and new wine the Dftiaidens-" 

Our text, in that it ur^es, as a reason. why w?e 
should enter the consecrated courts with thaak»- 
ffiving and praise ; the fact that the divine, mer^ 
16 everlastings and that the truth of the Liord .ear 
dureth to all generations, brings ^e ^l(»ious god- 
pel of his beloved son to view Y for it is in the gos- 
•pel that the divine mercy and truth of our Creator 
are most conspicuously set forth to the praise of 
the divine name, and to the consummation of hih 
man happiness. The divine m^oy, which Is but 
another word for grace, is that inodificatiou of di- 
vine love, which delights in the forgiveness of o«v 
sins, and in the bestowment of all temporal and 
spiritual favours^ which lie beyond the reacb of 
our wisdom, prudence or exertjbns. TMs merojr 
is everlasting. St Paul, tp the Bomans, has e^ 
pressed it thus :— " Moreover, theiaw entered that 
the ofietiee might abound ; but where sin abound- 
ed, grace did much more abound ; that as oin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might ffraee reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord." There are two qualities or at- 
tributes of the divine merey, whii^ particularry 
claim oar tittention, at this time. Thb mercy or 
grace of God is represented to be more ext^asive 
^Aan sin. ^^ Where siu abciunded, grace did muoh 
mote abound.'' We ate iioV\»icrc\a«A. Vwrf voaidi 
more, but it abounded twucKiwurt* hsA^SK&\fi»!^ 

ifl everla^Ung* ■ 
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J Who Wen, let us solefiuily ask, Ims iiTfgb^to 
l&nit the divine mercy ? ^Who is auUiorised to 
stand up boldly, and say to that blessed fountain, 
which is opened for sin and transgression, hither 
fitialt thou come, and here shall thy Rowings be 
stayed 1 ^o, rude fanatic, and in thy wild, disor- 
dered zeal dry up the streams and fountains of 
v^ater, command the douds that tiiey rain not on 
the earth, wither every green thing with thy blast- 
ing bife^th, but in the name of Jesus I beseech you 
lipt to restrain the flowings of the blood of the new- 
coyei^ant, which is shed for the remission of our 
sins f , 

The truth of God endulreth to all generations. 
Jesus Bald, " 1 am the way, the truth, and the 
llfe.*^' The doctrine of Jesus is the truth of God 
which win for ever endure. Let us listen to the 
gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth* 
To the enemies of God he preadies his love ; *^ It 
hath been said to you, by them of old times, thou 
shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy ; 
but I say unto you, love your enemies, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that dea- 
pitefully u^e you and persecute you, that ye may 
be the children of your Father who is in heaven ; 
for he causes his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
g-ood, and sendeth rain on the just, and on the un- 
just."* This doctrine, of love to enemies, is the 
truth of God, which endureth to all generations ; 
it is a refutation of all false doctrines, and is the 
way of holiness in which the way-faring man, 
though a fool, will not err. 

Jesus says again, " I am the resurrection and- 
tTie liffe," and St. Paul says, " As in Adam all die,, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive." Here 
again we have the truth of God, which endureth 
to all generations. Here is that blessed hope 
which is an anchor to the soul both sure and sted 
fast, entering into that wrtiiin the vail, whittier 
the fore runnef is for us entered. 

Thirdly. The benefits arising from a feSMxii 
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B^vkii^n lo the ^u^es oF^iritptioji ne/w dam oar 
pfirtLculat attention. Ouir br<^thren -wh6 oppose 
ourgenejrai system of faith, have ouen a^ed as 
why we put ourselves to the trouble and expense 
of puUic devotion, if we believe as we pjrofeM, that 
our eternal salvation is secure in the divine favour 
already ? We have now a suitable opportunity to 
reply, and this interesting, happy occa^on s^iftl 
to justify the attempt. 

The better to have this subject clearly under- 
6tood, it may be proper to define, not only how the' 
question applies to us, .hut also how it represenf$ 
those who ask it. Oa their part if is ati acknowl- 
edgment that the duties of devotion ar^ notfia 
themselves, a satisfaction and a delight ; but thai 
they are a burdensome expense and a painful 
trpuble ; yet for them they expect a reward here- 
after, aftid that they will bexeckoned into that final 
account, at the. day of judgment, which is tp de- 
cide for or against their eternal salvation/ . On the 
other hand, the questioDL demands of us, why we 
are at all this expense and trouble, when we be* 
lieve that our everlasting salvation is already se* 
cure in the gracious counsels of divine wisdom ? 
We reply -^ 

First. Thpugh we would be loth td adcuse oqr 
brethren of hypocrisy, we avb conscious to our* 
selves, ^hat we should be found dealers in deceit, 
if we pretended to worship a being fw fear of his 
wrath* To' us it looks like saying to our maker, 
we profess to love you, we profess to worship you, 
we sing hymns tb your praise ; but we should do 
none of these things if it were not that we dread 
vcKir vengeance! In such a case we are ajmre-. 
hensive that our conscience would demand of us, 
Who had required this at our hands?. To us it 
looks like the worship which was paid to the idol 
on the plains of Dura, and extorted by the terrors 
oyfa fiery furnace. 
Secondly, As to iJtve ttovaJoXe o^ N^OkX^Yi^^SsskS^cwK 
heavenly Fathcit^ we acVivow\e^^ ^laXN?^ s»5^^ 
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ttae^io^ a phrase wtthont a blm^. When our &a- 
tion^d benefactcMr ^nd^oended to he our guest, did 
Ib^ p^c^e talk of thetr^uUe of paying him respect ? 
Did he hold a glittering av^olrd '0vct our land, 
which threatened our destruction if we refused to 
do him honour ? No ; iior was the cordial reoe^ 
ticm which welcomed hbn every where designed 
to gain his friendship, but was one spontaneous 
lexpr^ssion of genuine gratitude fpr invaluable ser* 
viees^ longj siiice rendered. We claim the privilege 
of rendering to oar raaker> to the shepherd and 
bishop of our souls, to ourPather in heaven, whose 
mercies we daily receive, on whose bounty we live, 
who has revealed his will in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that we shall inherit eternal life, as his free, un- 
purchased, unmerited gift, the unfeigned homage 
of ^ratiltude and praise. This is the most pleasing 
pjfi-t ef our duty on earths 

Thirdly. As to the expense of public worship, 
such as the building of convenient bouses, support- 
ing a public preacher, to declare the goodness of 
God, andtoshowusour duty, and other necessary 
expenses, these are all for our own accommodation 
and convenience, and we think our property Is 
pi*udently vested in these, as in any other of our 
more private accommodations. We are not at the 
expense of houses to live in, because We expect to 
be repaid therefor in a future state ; we do not la- 
bour for a comfortable living because we expect 
eternal salvation for so doing ; we do it because we 
wish to live happily while we need such things as 
«pe thus procured. 

We are persuaded that besides our present en- 
joyments in meeting together for the purpose of 
worshipping God, there are many advantages to 
society, growing out of these religious habits. It 
is a blessed privilege for patents to lead their chil- 
dren to the sanctuary on the Sabbath, and there 
comfortably seat them by their side, to liear the 
Ifood things of the gospel proclaimed, the endear- 
ing character of our heavenly FatYvet d^%^t^^ft.v^ 
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Uvely colours, to listien to that blessed doc^6 
which teaches us, that although we must soon be 
separated by death, we shall be again united in that 
blessed immortality, where we shall part no more. 
This doctrine and these habits, will make an early 
Imd lasting impression on our children, and will 
endear to them these prh'ileges which we delight 
to enjoy. The strongest and yet the softest bands 
of /society are contracted at the altar of devotion. 
< ^The sanctuary is not only a school for instruo- 
tion in religious faith, but is deisigned also as the 
guardian of morality. In short, no doctrine can 
be beneficial to society, that does not tend to pu- 
rity of life ; and the more the divine character is 
learned, the better it is understood, the more it 
will transform our hearts into its likeness. Insti*- 
tutions, customs, and habits, which contribute to 
this salutary end, are not only blessing to our- 
selves, but they are the richest inheritance that 
we can leave to posterity. 

* To conclude : Most cordial congratulations arfe 
tendered to the Society which has exerted itself 
in the laudable undertaking to accommodate itself 
#ith this convenient house, for the public worship 
of the ONE ONLY AND TRUE GOD. Sacred to thi^ 
holy service may this desk, these seats, and that' 
gallery for sacred music, remain. And may the 
people who worship here ^'grow i^ grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord an^ Saviour Jesus 
Christ,". That it maybe said of thfem, *VBehold, 
how good, and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity! It is like the precioiw 
ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the 
beard, even AaroH's beard : that went down to the 
skirts of his garments ; As th^ dew of Hermon, 
and as the dew that descended upon the moun- 
tains of Zion : for there the Lord commanded the 
blessing, even life for evemiore." And may they 
thus continue, until these courts shall be exchang- 
ed for that blessed immortality, which is brought 
to light through the gos^l. 
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SERMON XX, 

BCTIES OF A^ PftEAGHfiE* 




• 1 TlIfCTKT, IL 16. 

<*^tiidy to Bhotvr thywlf a{)|>roved m^to God. » workomn thai needetlr not • 
to he asBamed, rightly dividiDg the word oftnit)^'? 

In whatever calling a man may^ engage, his fir&t 
andmajor objeist shotdd be to obtain the divine 
approbation. This truth might he illnstFated and 
eoBfirmed by many and various arguments ; but 
its obvious character renders it -unnecessary th A 
Hiudilabbtir should be bestowed on the subject. 
A remark howev^ may be adnlissible. ^Vithout 
paposiiig to define thecdgin of man's consciousn^ 
of moral duty and his aeoountability to • God, this 
princaple is of ihcaleulabte advantage, as it is ever 
active in giving profitable directions, which if fol* 
lowed, lead to ^he accompKshment^of all the duties 
of our respective callings, whereby satisfaction and 
profit are yielded io aU whom our labours -concerii, 
while we gain the richest reward which the se- 
verest toils cm merit, the approbation 6f our owa 
bearts^ and the approval of Heaven. 

Though this remark does not apply e*clu®tvely 
Io the calKng of a christian pastor, yet we may 
allow that it applies' to this subject in a very speo- 
iid manner. - " 

Afl the^weight of ihc^fM obligation mtist be deteiv 

Biinedv at least in some degree, try the extent of 

i consequences likely to result &om faithfulness o^ 
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'unfaithfulness, tiie responsibility of a christian min- 
ister will nt>t be found- to fall much below that 
which belongs to any other station in society. 

Before a man enters on any professional eaHiag, 
it is necessary tlla:t h^4should raider its duties as 
familiar to his, mind as possible, that he may be 
able to deternrine^heth^the laboifi^ it requires 
are such as will be agreeable to his disposition, 
ile, who has not a nattirif taste for the study o( 
the sdence of jujHusprttdw6e^w<iu]diicit bel^ to 
succeed well in the pr^cticQ of law ; and this rule 
is applicable to other professions* Nor indeed 
need we exchide it horn the ^nutchanlc arts, mer- 
chandise or husbandry. The sacred profession 
whidi requipEfs the eiitii^ devotibri of aH the abil- 
ities of him who engages in its labours, should not 
be repugnant to the natuiral temper and disposi- 
tiq;i, w)iich will not faH to exercise an influence 
pver such labours* 

He, who en^iiges in the work of the christian 
ministry, having duly settiied all the questions, 
which are involved in the foregoing r^iiarks, is 
admonished, by p«r text, to a*udy to show himself 
Ipproved.unto God, a^workman tjiiat needeth not 
to b^asBamed^ rightly dividing the wojcd of trnthi 

We shall do well to oompitre the propriety of 
sei^kiDg the divine japprdbation with that of en* 
deavouring to^gain the appla^tse of men. 

Ist. It is certain tha^ the mind and will of God 
are. perfectly agreeable to the unchangeable stand'- 
ard of ri^U H we oan, iherefore, succeed in ap* 
proving ourselv^f to Him, we are certain that we 
are what we oi^ht to b6 ; we are right: But our 
knowle^e of man^ derived from ei^ierienQe^ fsorn 
obs€rvatu)n andfi^hidtory, assures us that he is 
Rot a|:Waya in the i^ht. Man is liable to ervi 
and tp wander very iar from the immutable standi 
MPdof rectUu^e* To aim,Hb^ifefi»re, to i^afie misn, 
is at least ^aaordouaV \( "we^ ^^ttc^ei^^it masbe 
^ut 41 succesa in ih«t iw^ai^'^ i» ^^wa®. »^ 
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, if we succeed ki obtaining hia apprbbation« wci 
have only to persevere in the same way, and w^ 
please him for ever. He does not change, and to 
day disapprobate what yesterday he required. 
But if we study ever so intensely and labour ever 
so much to please men, and even succeed to their 
full satisfaction ; though the desired applause and 
the toil earned smile of approbation be obtained, it 
may all be of but short duration, It may ai! vanis^ 
like a pleasing fancy, for they nxay so change as to. 
be offended to-morrow with what they zealously 
support to-day. 

Sdly. The divinqf unity renders our duty easy 
and unperplexfng, while we ar^ engaged in pleas- 
ing God. As He is but one, we have but one to 
obey. But if we seek to please men, we become 
immediately perplexed with the contrary but ur- 
gent desires of many minds^ Many masters are 
perplexing to servants. One will be of one mind, 
a second may widely differ from the first, and a 
third may disagree with both. Whoever^ there- 
fore, endeavours to gain the applause of men, al* 
though he may exert all his abilities and means to 
obtain their approbation, and although he maj 
succeed, as to some, he is very s.ure to share 
largely in the censure of others. 

4thly.. As God can search the heart, He know* 
.if we are sincere, and will bestow- the reward of 
honesty, ^even if we, commit mistakes ; but 6s the 
heart of^man is deceitful, as he practises hypocri- 
sy, so he is jealous of his neighbour, even if he be 
sincere, as, for the lack 6i discernment, his sincerr 
ity is not seen.. Therefore, though we should, at 
the expense of incurring the divine dfeapprobation, 
do those things which men reouire of us, we are 
not certain that the jealousy of their hearts may 
not deprive us of ^11 thttt rewai*d for which we so 
anxiously sought. , 

5thly. And as the mincf and wif of Go'd are ali 
wap in favour of tliat which is for the best gop4 
of an creaiures, we are sur^ of doing good unto 
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all by doiQ^ tbat which i| weU pleadig in his 

Bight. 

But if we endeavour to please men we must con- 
fiwrm to all the partialities, for which they possess 
their strong predilections ; and wWle we might 
vainly fancy that we w«^ pursuing a system pf 
general good, we should be likely to find that our 
endeavours were directed'to that which would op- 
pose our professed object, and tend to the preju- 
d^ice of s6ciety. No doubt it was in view^ of ali 
th ese considerations and more than the ever faith- 
ful Apostle of the Gentiles said to the ThTessaloni- 
ans ; " But as we were 841owed of God to. be pat 
in trust with the gospel, evto so we speak, not as 
pleasing men, but God, which trieth our h^rts.'* 

The word of truth and some of its important 
divisions will now claim our special attention. 

The word of truth, in its general applicatien in 
€cripture, comprehends ihe promises itiade to the 
fathers ; what the holy spirit spake by the proph- 
ets concerning the Messiah ; the testimony borne 
by Jesus in his pubKc ministry ; the miracles, by 
which the divinity of his mission was confirmed ; 
his death and resurrection, by which life and im- 
mortality were brought to light, together with the 
remission of our sins through the grace manifested 
in. Christ Jesus. St. Peter, in his speech to the 
Centurion, when divinely instructed for the spec- 
ial purpose of communicating the gospel to. that 
faithful and highly favoured servant oi God, gives 
the following compendium of the word of truth ; 
see Acts 1.0. " Then Peter opened his mouth, and 
said, of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons : but in every nation he that feareth 
him and worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
him. The word which God sent unto the children 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ ; (he is 
Lord of all ;) that word 1 say, ye know, which was 
published thraughout all Judea, and began from 
Galilee, after the baptism which John preached ; 
how God'iinoijited Jfisus of Nazareth with the Hdiy 
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Obofit) and with power ; who Went about doing 
ffood^ and healing all that were mpressed of the 
oevil ; for Grod was with him* And we are wit- 
n^ses of liU things which he did, both in the land 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem ; whom they slew 
and hanged on a tree : Him God raised up the 
third day, and showed him openly ; not to'ail the 
people,^buf unto witnesses chosen before of Q6d^ 
even to as, who did eat and drink with him after 
he rose from the dead. And h^ commanded us to 
preach unto the peqpte, and to testify that it is he 
which was ordained of God to be the judge of 
quick and dead. To him gave all the prophets 
witness, that through his name, whosoever believ- 
cth in him shall receive remission of sins." With 
this very comprehensive statement we will connect 
that which St. Paul made whien at Antioch in Pisi- 
dia, as recorded in Acts IS. " Men and brethren, 
rfiildren of the stock of Abraham, arid whosoever 
among you feareth Gtod, to you is the word of this 
salvation sent. For they that dwell at Jerusalem, 
and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor 
yet the voices of the prophets which are read eyery 
Sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemn- 
ing him. And though they found no cause of death 
in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be 
slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was 
written of him, they took him down from the tree, 
ahd laid him in a sepulcher. But God raised him 
from the dead ; ajid he was seen many days of 
Ihem which came up with him from Galilee to Je- 
rusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people. 
And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that 
the promise which was made unto the fathers, 
Ood hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, 
in that he hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also, 
written in the second P«alm, ^* thou art ray son ; 
this day have L begotten" thee." ' 

According to these apostolic testimonies the word 
of truth speaks of facts which were known to them 
who1)ore witness, and were of such a nature xlxai 
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igiey G(mU t^e lAl^uiced iato^^ in regard to theurrBr 
lli)ity*!aja<l become subjects of belief to others,^ 
<lo oflkgft matters of fact, of which faithful l^iston: 
VIS bear recordr . , 

To dividc'the word of truth rightly H ^eems ne^ 
eeasaryt , 

i^. To plaoe.ia orde^r, and distinctly l?y them- * 
selves, the prcwi»e» which the God of Abraham, 
btaac and Jacob made to those venerable facers, 
in which God promised to bless all the nations aAd 
aU the femilies of the earth in Christ. 

In relation to.these promises ^everalthkugs-ou^ht 
■ to be carefully regarded. 1st. The blessing which 
was promised in favour of all nations. . This we 
liearn from St- Paul, who says to the Galatianss 
*f Th^'SQripture foreseeing that God would justify 
the heathen through faith, preached before the 
gospel unto AtHraham, saying, in thee shall all na- 
tioas be blessed*" Thfe blessing we see was justi- 
fication through faith. 

2dly . Wha are the subjects of this blessed prom- 
ise ? The answer is,..all the nations, of the earth. 
If, therefore, we exclude any of the human family 
froiu this covenant of promise, we may just as 
well, aad by as good authority, exclude all man- 
kind. 

3dly. Did this promise rest on any condition oi 
dutiiBS reqiHred of those in whose favour it was 
^vade } The answer to this question must he in 
the negative. God said ; ^^ In thee shall all fami- 
lies of the earth be blessed." 

4thly. How was this promise to. bless all nations 
with iostifioat^on through faith fulfilled ? Answer, 
aa- before moted from St. Paul ; '.' And we declare 
Uftto you glad tidings*, bow that. the promise which 
iim^ made unto theJathers^ God Jiath fulfilled th» 
same unto us their child^ in that he hath rai^ 
l» Jesu9 again. " This agrees with the testimony 
ot the B^m^ Apostle to the RoKnapi. Concerning 
Chrisithe,9fi^9 ^ who was delivei:ed fo? qui: .ad^- 
ce% and was caiaed a^aid for our justifijcatioa 
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: Add aSl HiiM answers to what was repfe«ented bjr 
\tfie high priest in the holiest of hoUes; he was 
there the jastification otaW the people. 
. 2dly. Another very important division of the 
word of truth, which St. Paul calls the word of 
slAvation, comprehends the fakhful testimony of 
prophecy concerning the Messiah, and the extefU 
aiid glory of his kingdom. Three particvdars, in 
relation to' this prophetic testtmofty, should be 
carefully noticed. The blessings which are pro^ 
mlsed ; the extent of those blei^ngp, and the un- 
conditional character of the predictions, in all of 
Which they will be found to agree exactly with the 
promise made to the fhthers, which we have par* 
ticulariy noticed, in the 4Sth of Genesis we have 
the prophecy of the Patriach Jacob, when about 
to close his mortal existence. He says; "The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah nor a law* 
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come ; 
aiid unto him shaB the gathering of the people be.-" 
It may be well to notice here, that the blessed 
Jesus, in. his testimony concerning himself, said ; 
" And 1, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me." ^'•Unto him shall the gathering 
of the people be.'' This is expressed in the same 
unconditional manner as are the prom]^ea ; aja^ 
the declaration of Jesus, that he would draw all 
rtXen unto himself, is of the same positiye charaon 
ter. 

The 110th psalm contains a very instructive pron 

?hecy concerning Jesus : "The Lord said untd my 
.ord, sit thou at my ri^hthand, until I make tbfalfe 
enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod 
of thy strength out of Zion ; rule thou in the midst 
of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing in 
the day of thy power." Heire the same positive 
language is used as has been before noticed. 

In his 2d chapter, Isaiah spe€*s as foltows ; "It 
shall come to pass in the last days, thatthe^moun- 
tain of the Lord's house shall be established on 
tbie top of file mpaotaiasi, and sVi^ \^q ^luai^ftAL 
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aboY^^e liMls; and all natioas filmU flow illiio j$» 
bk* his 9th chapt^ he says agstin ; ^^ Uiita ns a 
cdiild is bom, unto us a son is given; stnd the gov^ 
enunent shall be upon I»s shoulder ; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty 
God, the ererlasting Father, the Prince of peace. 
Of the increase of bis gbvemment and peace 
there shidl be no end.'^ How extensive will be 
the government and peace of the kingdom qf 
Christ when this prophecy shall he fulfilled. 

The same prophet, in hjs 25th ohs^ter, says; 
^^ And hir this mountain shall the Lord of hosts 
tnake/unto all peo^eva feast of ijEit things^^-and h# 
will destroy in this mountain the face of the cov- 
ering cast over all people, and the^vail that is 
spread over all nations. Ha will swallow i^ 
death in victory, and the Lord Gled shajl wipe 
away tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of 
his people shall he take away from off all the 
earth ; for the Lord hath spoken it ! '^ All this is 
in the same, unconditional language as that in 
"which we have seen that the promises to the 
ikthers were exiMressed* The veracity dr JehovsJi 
in the pledge. 

Jeremiah, in his 31st chapter, speaking of the 
new covenant, of which Iscoeh says in his 42d 
chapter ; :*' I the Lord have called thee jh righte- 
ousness, and will hold thinp hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
for»«i light of the Gentiles ; to open the blindl eyes, ^ 
to bring out the prisoners out of the prison, arid * 
•them that sit in daricness out of the prison houses 
says ; " Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the house oT 
Israel, and with the house of Judah ; not accord- 
Inff to the covenant that I made with their fathers 
—But this shall be the covenant — I will put my 
*kw in their inward parts,and write it in their 
hearts : and will be their God, and they shsdl be 
my people. And they shall teach no more every 
ttMt ius^ ^^bbol^^ aui ^x^y toaa hi3 birothef) 
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f^jiag, K&ow tke Lord ; for thejr shall aU know 
me, frop the least of Ihi^m unto the gr^test of 
them, Baitfa the Lord : for I will forgive their inl- 
qiiity^r and I will remequber their sin no more'" 

The passages quoted from the prophets may 
suffice as a sample of their united testimony, and 
of the extent of the blessings of the j^ospel of 
Jesus Christ, also what th^se bl^ssin^ of the new 
oovenant.are, and the divine authority on whidi 
they rest. 

3aly. A third division of the word of truth may 
be made to embrace the testimony which Jesus 
bore, in his own personal ministry <. On this par- 
tici^ar I will state but one question. In what 
character did the preaching of Jesus, who was the 
greatest and best preacher ever on our earth, and ' 
who ought to be imitated by all who profess to 
preach, represent our Creator ? Did it represent 
Him in the character of an absolute tyrant, electing 
some, as favourites, ^nd making them Keirs of im- 
mortal felicity ; and dooming others to everlasting 
woe, according to no other law than sovereign ca- 
price ? Or did it commend our Crea,tor as aur Fa- 
ther and our unchangeable friend? Let the words 
of the divine preacher give the answer; "Ye have 
heard that it hath been said, thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy : but I say unto 
you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which dcspitefuUy use you and persecute you ; that 
ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
^nd on the goad,,.ahd sendeth rain on the just and 
on the_ unjust^" My iyiends, - does God love his 
enemies, is he kind to the evil and the unthankful ? 
AAd is this the' doctrine which our oppos^rs con- 
demn as licentious?. Frwu^h^ hallowed lips of 
^ Jesus did a hcentipi^s ^octirine come? He said 
again ; " For God solo^i^^ii§^ W^rld, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him ^houki not perish, but have evprlasting.Ufe. 
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For 6od sent not his Son into tire woi4d toMl^ |iii 
demn the world ; but that Ac world tiiroc^ Uhi 
might be saved.*' ^ ;^ 

Taught by the preaching of Jesas, y^ look «p 
to heaven and oont^emplate our Father there, our 
everlasting, unchai^geable friend. 

4thly. The account we have of the mirades of 
Jesus, by which he ^ve ample con&rmation of the 
divinity of his mission, should be regarded as an 
important divisioti of the word of truth. Resp^et* 
ing these miradfes, several particulars should be 
kept in mind. 1st. They were all miracles of 
mercy. The possessed of demons were relieved; 
the pe^le brought their siek by all the meahs they 
had, and Jesus healed them all. The dead were 
raised to life; the blind were made to see; the 
hungry were fed, and all shared of his compas^ 
sion. 

2dly. Those miracles were performed ope»lj 
and before the eyes of friends and enemies. Had 
there been any fraud i>ractised, it would have been 
detected. The enemies of Jesus were sufficiently 
on their guard, for their resentment was quite 
sufl^ient to excite their vigilance ; and.the mira- 
cles were of such a character that they could Uot 
have gained the least Knredit, if they had not been 
realities. And Sdly. These miracles, of divine 
compassion,: appeared to be stamped with tTie seal 
of that wisdom which is from above, which is 
. " full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality ^ 
and without hypocrisy." No inquiry was ever 
made respecting the former conduct of those sub* 
jects of favour ; no negociations were stipulated 
respecting the future, whether they would become 
the disciples of their benefactor or not. No such 
contracts were made ; but as heaven sheds the 
blessings of nature^ so did Jesus confer the mira 
cles of his grace. Let this subject be ever regard 
ed as an important division of the word of truth. 

Sthly. The death and resurrection of the Sa 
viour, by whieli mn aad death were abolishc^jd. 
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«ii41ife and imnvcMaaittf btou^t to lights mBf be 
^B^liy reffXfdeSi as that ^Tistoa of the ^ord of 
truth, whidi, to the believer in Jerae, « of in- 
Jbalte ifiip<»Ptance. Earthly enjoymenta tiA:e to 
tteetoeelvea wfegs and fly away. All that ia deur 
to U8 below the sua will soon depart The wrii^ 
Ue of a^ afid the infinnities of decayed oonstitu- 
tiona admonish i» that our time is bat short. 
vlitookw0 at tiie 4ear compaHipiii of our^bosmns? 
There ai'6 the wastes of time and the marlmaf 
deev^. > Look we at thi^ rose lof h^th and the 
ISj. of beauty in the cirole of our domestic, de- 
lights ^ How soon will th^ w^tfim^ t>f mortality 
wkhei^ these sweetly biushinff flowess, and strew 
Ibeir leaves in the dust ^ How eooa will that 
^iSous fiiHi^ whidi hath iUmniaed our delighted 
eyOT) eeaise to give us I%ht^ and aH tha xdiarmfi of 
aat«re recede from eiir enjoyment* With such 
rafi^ctions we advaupce to the margin of thia per- 
t&ibed oeem of mo^rtalityv^^ ^^ we see our 
fronds, one after aaotibLar> dcop^ into the ^awBinff 
deej>^ and thiqr ai:e hid fisom our eyea^ whi<?h shall 
aee them no more! On this <iark ocean the d^y 
atflir of hape arkes ; i^that hope which is an aa> 
shor to the soul eoteriiig into that within the vail 
«whitKe»the foreruni»rar la for ua entered. By this 
heiy hght we lopk to the hloomis^ fields (rfiimnor- 
tality with the as^rance that we shall ipcet mxf 
Idnd^ed souls in those manaiona of everlasting 
{xeape and jay. How preck)ua is this th^ine ctf 
^vineiroth. Let the minister of the word duly 
^e^^HHl this most important subject as an antidote 
iiip ^^1 the troubles of Ufe, and as a victory over" 
mortali^ and death. 

.ttHy- Another divi^rion of the word of truth 

may emferacc the teacWngs of that divine favour, 

-fey wMch our sins a»e fofsgiven, and the smiley of 

our heavenly Father cast most benignantly upon 

ns. . \ 

Such ia our wBaknefi8y.such are our mco-al m- 
ftrmities^ that we need constant instructiotL^^ ^^ 
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wbich yie may be^pight wlmt to aiTBid rnnib \iAkil 
to ptETWde. In his epistle to Titos, St Faul ba|i left 
'ttsarieti legacy- He says; "Ttos graiceof Qoi, 
that brfi^eth salvaticm to all meii, hat^ appeacedt 
teaching us> tihbat, denymg ungotHiaesis aiul woflAy 
bi^s, We should live soberly, and righteously, and 
golSy, in this present world.'' You will earefidW 
notice, my iiriefids, fitat suoh is thie teaching of 
that grace of God whicli 4>riBgeth saltation tosH 
inen. 

~ Our opposers eoBlend^ thsrt ^ dootr&e tiMiUh 
embraces all men as 1^ ts1]^B«iB.of the :<fiviae&- 
votHf, teaches licentiobsaeais ;: jret tins' is the mSi 
on which*w^are tapghtto 9et enr feet, that we 
may be alileto resifei ung^^dttnessand worldly lostd. 
On this rock we place ^ur^ t>cnfidence ; &>r j»0 are 
commanded notte be o^^^srcomeof evil, fautto orer^ 
eome evil with gcrod. By tiiis iinpartiai^ grace we 
are tanght t(> live soMrly. If walire soberiy we 
ehalHive according to w&e and prudent rules cf 
temperance. ^GHutlkmy will be avoWed 5 and the 
luxuries of the table tffiU be giwrded against. 
Drunkenness wSH be held in jdst ebhbfr«9ce, and 
the excess d Win^ festrkted. Withoot sobriety 
even the pleasores of sense are btented «tfid wm- 
dered insipid i and w fbr &\e rational and swe^ 
Enjoyments of reVigpoh, t\a^ InlefUect is not in .a 
situation to receiv-e'th^ra. 

By this grace we ar^ taught to live r^teousl^r. 

To live thus, we> must do umro others as we woald 

' they should do tinto us. Such is the proneness^crf' 

the human heart to tary from '^^r standard of 

moral right, that the divine teacdier has in his 

mercy, accommodated us with a role so laconic, so 

easy to be retnembered, that we may at all ikaiee 

have it at commatni- ** Whatsoever ye wsndU 

t^at men shwrid do unto you, do ye even so to 

' them ; for this is the law and the profdiets." 

Whoever will contemplate carefully the impartial 

grace of God, whidhi designs 'the saivaition of al 

men, wil^be taugl^t at ouws ^hat such gcaca ai 
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fcotdly fottdil U8 ' to ' Idim om iieighbonw as oui^ 
«<elVei^^ £iitd to en^b^ee their happmess aer'Oiit 

By this gi^ce we arc also taught to Jive godly. 
To live so \ve must live piously. We must exer- 
cise ^tk habitual dfevotioA to God. Otor thoogtats 
i^olild be ckmiitaiitly directed to-^F Father in 
heaven. Such a habit will act as an e«By yet efiie'- 
ient restraint oh the passions, and will render all 
the duties of religion our meat and drink. This 
divkion of the word of truth requires the careful 
attention of the minister, that his instructions moy 
be salutary and profitable tb the people. 

7thly. And lastly ; As man is beset with temp*' 
tations te sin against Gkni by disre^rding his 
divine commands, and to follow Mind inclinations 
to hk own injury, our heavenly Father has most 
graciously provided, such admonitions, such warn- 
itigs, and even threatenings in the faithful word 
of truth as are suited to our condition, and are 
necessary fc^ our pr^t. .This ^neral subject con- 
stitutes a most valuable division of the faithful 
word, and should occupy the attention of the min- 
ister. • 

" He that doeth wrong shall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done ; and there is no re- 
spect of persons." Jesus says, he " will reward 
every man according to his works. " Let the faith- 
ful minister duly regard this division of the word ; 
let him raise a persuasive, a warning voice against 
sin ; yea let him faithfully apply the threatenings 
which are recorded in the scriptures of truth, and 
that to their full extent. But let him never forget 
that these threatenings are those of a Father and 
a friend ; that they are indications of love and fa- 
vour, not of implacable wrath and Indignation.' 
The punishments denounced in the word of Grod 
are the chastisements with which the Father of 
our spirits corrects our faults and amends our 
hec^ts ; they were never desigtred to be used as 
tn^trument^ of uameri^fol torteW^ toJ!btj& ^c%)i&5»k 
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tioa of the wicked peeskiiie of siafol aMOw h^ 
theM thxeatemags be eppiied as the ecri^^ 
ply Ihem ; not as they are applied by the errio^ 
creeds of men's inventioas. Finally lei the mims- 
ter djoly and properly attend to evei^y division of 
the wcHrd of trntk, and ther^v show himself w^ 
prored onto. God,, a wotkmaa that needed not to 
be ashamed. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON XXI. 

POLICT OF PRIESTCRAFT. 
^lUTlKBD Iff BOSTON, TMT DAT» APEIL 8, 1828. 



JEREMUH, V. SO, 81. 

*^A wonderfiil and horrible thing is committed in the land; tlie propheti' 
pi^phesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means^ and my p6o^ 
< pk tove to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof V 

Reding on the authority of our text, as well aa 
on the evidence of all historjr and observation, as 
far as they relate to the subject, we are author- 
ized to state the deplorable fact, that in all ages- 
^nd in all coujitries, that order of men, called the 
ministers of religion, have been much prone to the 
love of power. This disposition is not peculiar to 
any one order or grade in society, but seems to he 
indulged by most of men accordingly as they are 
possessed of means for its gratification. The min- 
isters of religion, generally speaking, and espec- 
ially the popular clergy, have many advantages in 
, their hands, and they seldom fail to improve them, 
of gaining ^n ascendency over the common people, 
and of securing the confidence of the populace ; so , 
that when they come to exert a most rigorous and 
unreasonable rule over them, the people love to 
nave it so. 

The account, given in the text, informs us hojy 
the priests of Israel obtained their power to rule 
the people There was in that nation, another or- 
der of men called prophets, whose profession wa^ 
to foretd future events. It seems that these two 
24* * 
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orders concerted measures and means which were 
directed to this monopoly of power. As it is not 
natural for men to wish to be slaves, they never 
would be, if they were not decoyed into it, either 
oy force or fraua. These are both employed, but 
fraud generally leads the way. In our context we 
have the following statement. '.' For among my 
people are found wicked men ; they lay wait as 
he that setteth snares : they set a trap, they catch 
, mea. As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses 
fall of deceit ; therefore they are become great, 
and waxen rich.** YHiatever false predictions 
were wanted for the purpose of deceiving the peo- 
ple, the prophets were ready to predict ; and the 
priests stood ready to take advantage of those de- 
ceptions to bring the people into entire submission 
to their measures. If, on the one hand, a ialla* 
cious prosperity waa predicted, the priests, having 
the confidence of the people, could, dictate the 
terms by which such prosperity might be realized. 
If on the other band, a fallacious calamity was 
predicted, the priests could point out those meiBis- 
ures by which such calamity might be averted ; 
and in proportion as the people loved their own 
prosperity, or desired to avoid the dire judgments 
of heaven, they esteemed this priestly rule and the 
slavery to which it subjected them. Such was 
the blind, preposterous folly of a misguided people, 
who had eyes, but saw not ; who had ears, but 
could not hear ; who had hearts, but could not per- 
ceive. Driven by this force, and blinded by this 
craft, the house of Israel became the most stupid 
and degraded idolaters, supporting an hireling 
priesthood, at an enormous expense, which con- 
sumed their corn, their oil and their wine, and 
which wrenched the last mite they possessed from 
them ; and to cap the climax of folly and madness, 
immolated their sons and daughters on the altar of 
Moloch ! 

In view of such pcrverseness, the hearer may 
be led to es:daim, Wh^ ^^^ ^"^^ ^ ^^^^ ^Cmea 
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ever, suffered to hold a etandihg in Meiety ^ Far 
better would it be to have no priesthood I Away 
with the whole order of clergy ! Let us not be too 
b^ty . Remember that the priesthood of the house 
^f I^«iel was established as an ordinance of heav- 
en ; it was set jap by the speeial command of God. 
It is not this order of men which is the evil of 
which God, by his prophet complains, bat it is their 
perverse and wicked conduct. A well ordered 
state of human society requires^an order of men, 
who specially devote themselves to the interests 
of religion. The great and glorious head of the 
christian church i^pointed a ministry. While he 
laboured in the flesh he chose twdve disciples, 
and £^pointed them as apostles to bear Hie tes - 
timcmy of his truth tp mankind; and at onetime 
he sent forth seventy others to minister his truth 
and favour to the Jewish nation. But this immae- 
ulate high Priest of our profession, this Biahc^ of 
our souTs, gave frequent lessons to the ministry 
which he appgihted, designed to guard them 

Xinst a departure from the ^aeired <hities of the 
\e to which he had appointed them. He Galled 
them the salt of the earth.; but cautiously pointed 
out the dangerous consequences which would re- 
sult from their losing the savour of his spirit. ' He 
called them the light of the world ; but prudently 
act forth the uselessness of a light which is hid. 
He acknowledged them his servants ; but did not 
fail to inform ttiem that ncrthing short of attention 
lb their duty would secure them from sharing the 
^eadful calamities, which he had, in theb hear- 
ing, denounced on hypocrites and unbelievers. 

Th^e is no blessing which man enjoys that may 
not be perverted to nis disadvantage ; and it is 
generally, if not always the case that the pervert 
sion of the greatest of blessings produces the^^at-^ 
est evils. It is too often the case that law is used 
for a trap to ensnare the simple, and through the 
p€rvePSQ];iess of cornet adjiidicatlon,'its severest 
ptfk¥j|4e^ar© inilde tp fell oa tfcfc ijjaaceaA^ifV^ 
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the gtulty eaaape wi£h iinpanity. But we shicmSj 
egregiouidy err should we contend that law wa^ 
uBnecessary^ and that there ought to be i^o^uch 
orders of meh in society as judges and executioners. 

The complainings the accusing; the warning 
voice of inspiration is not raised against the priest- 
hood or the administrators of law and government, 
as an order established in society ; but against ihh 
vdckedness which men practice, who are honotired 
with appointments in these useful establishments. 
It is when the nrnitster* of religion, forgetful of 
their reiH?<>M*ility5 devote themselves to the study 
of craft, and employ all the ineans of deception in 
their power, to obtain the confidence of the people, 
to secure to themselves the affections of the people, 
to make the multitude lo(^ up to them for security 
against threatened vengeance, and to depend on 
their interest with heaven for all the blessings 
they need; and .when theSe deceivers use the 
whole weight of this immense influence to bring 
the people into the most degrading bondage and 
slavery, that the accusing voice of heaven is heard 
against them. Nor is this voice heard against them 
atone who practk&e this deceit, and who, by means 
thereof, rule the people ; but it is equally against 
the people themselves, who debase their nature 
and dishonour Grod, by such stupidity. 

" And what will ye do in the end thereof?^' is 
a question, the prophet, by the Spirit of God, put 
to prophets, priests and people, who were all unit- 
ed in the commission of the horrible thing of which 
complaint was made. By this question was indi- 
cated the deplorable ruin which awaited that widc- 
ed, perverse and rebellious nation. We read their 
wickedness in the records of their true prophets ; 
We read the vengeance which their sins procured 
in the prophecies of Moses, their lawgiver, and in 
the rest of their prophets ; and we read tneir end 
in Josephus, their own historian. 

Do you ask vAy idestruction should beuent ona* 
imign for thedeoe^j^titf^^^gira^^ Ua ^^es^ 
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bood, «iid fef the rale which was exeroised over 
tiiem, «o long as they'. are agreeable tathe people ? 
If the people loved to have it so, why should it of- 
fend QoA I These ^ipiestions are answered by the 
author of our text, as follows : '^ Seest thou not 
what they do la the eities of Jikdah and kk the 
streets of JeFosaleih: Tl>e children gather wood^ 
and the fathers kindle the fire, and the womea 
knead their dough, la ooake cakes to the queen of 
heave]>) aAd to pow out drink-oiferings: unto other 
gods, that they may {Hx^yoke me to anger ; do they 
provoke me to anger ?'6aith the Lord :. do they 
not proYoke ihemselvesrto the confusion of theiir 
Gwn faces ?--*They have built the high places o( 
Tof^het, wbioh lajp the valley of the spn of Hin- 
nom, to burn their sons end their daughters in the 
fire. '^ II is not nee^sfsary tiiat an offended God 
should pour outhi^ vengeance on a people, whose * 
loilly and madnects briag'swift destruction on them? 
selves. . Theirc is no need of a miracle to ruin a 

SeoplCj, whose n^igicm find policy dissolve the ten- 
erest ti^ofnaturef and freeze the compassions 
of the paBental heart. We need not look up ibr a 
fCMinister. of wcath tabe eenit from heaven^ to disr 
laress a pe^e, who are all engaged in their own 
destruction. Heaven^s^ann would save ; itsycaoe 
would recall ; hut dealhess and resistance drive on 
to TOin. : A bliBtfied people, guided by priestcraft, 
4<ieffn themselves to deplorable calamities. 

Thatvwhich.is recorded in the scriptures, relat- 
^g to this subject, is written for oar- admeaiUom 
nnd itfoehoov^sustaUstentaifts ixistru^Ions.^ I^et 
iia.epenou? eyes and lo(^ about us. What do we 
we .^ aind What do we hear } We both hear and 
See evidences, which are gross and palpable, of 
an aspiring priesthood, an order of dergy, who for 
ithirst of power, and for arts and intrigAies to oh* 
^in it, were. never joutdwie, by a similjar order, in 
any age or country. , 

The false prophets in. Israel, who prophesied 

liesy w^e jtf Jgwji^eu^l^ s 
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who bore role by their means. * But^nr clergjr oai^ 
do their own prophesying ; they have no need of 
prophets to prophesy falaSdy. itideed, sarfi short 
sighted prophets as those who made a trade of 
Ijing, in the days of Jeremiah, and who then ob^ 
tained a good ttving by their basineBS, would now 
answer little or no purpose in assisting our clergy 
te their cfaft. Those prophets did not pretend to 
extend their predictions into a ftftnre state of ex- 
istence I their predictions regarded the tempdnd 
oonoems of the people ; and th& answered all the 
purposes which were to be served br their false* 
hoods ; but oinr ctewjr, haying tinlted the profess 
ion of prophesy wiUi thMr own functions, look 
directly into tiie future worldyand pretend to pre- 
dict what awaits us there. There they have a 
(}od, whose favours and frowns are at their dis- 
pesaJ. There they have a heaven, on Whose ter^ 
ritories none are allowed to enter, but such as 
con^y with conditions dictated by them« There 
they have a hell, fumtiBhedwiih aQ the apparatus 
of torture necessary to torment, to the last degree^ 
all who do not submit to their rule, in this life ; 
and a devil also at their service, to administer theii^ 
wrath and the yengeanee of their God fdr ever. 
With all these advantages to aid their cunning; 
1^ to rendeir tbeif^cxfift sciocessful, they leave no 
exertion untried, which psomises the least siiecess 
in deceiving the people, and in dra.wing them into 
their snares. They come to the people wkh the 
strongest professioas of love and friendship ; they 
Can command even the teeirs of the crocodile, and 
weep over us in fearful apprehensions of the wrath 
of their god, which they say is suspended over our 
heads ; and from whidb they ate, as it w^re, in a 
dying agony to save our poor, rained, immortal 
souls. They brin^ us the terms of salvation, ai^ 
use every persuasion, which rhetoric command 
to make us yield to their proffers. The people^ 
who are taken hj their crafty, look on them as their 
$oh de^«n4enfie V aA4\iQf(^vVf^^i^^>^^ 
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\Mmft, toqbtaki aidvation from the wrath of heav-* 
en, from the direful flames of hell, and from th^ 
^ruel tortures wiiich4heir devU is desirous of in^ 
fficting. 

This is, in very^ deed, a strange and horrible 
thing. How should it happen that the people should 
belieye that their ministers of religion are mora 
m^r^iful than the divine Being ? How happens it 
that rational beings should believe that their ma^ 
ker imd preserver is such a ^rant, as to make a 
h^l aiid a devil to torment his own oflfspring, and 
^et believe that he hass^nt these merciful ministers 
to efie<^ their deliv^ance from all this designed 
mischief? The answer is found in the chaptet 
which contains our text. ^^ Hear now this, fool 
ish people,. and without understanding : which 
kavid ey^es, and «e6 not ; which have ears, and 
hear not ;" Of what use af^ oul: faculties to us, if 
others, whose trade is to delude us, have the con- 
trol of them ? Of what use are our eyes, if we do 
not see ? or our ears, if we do not hear ? 

That the clergy in out country are determined 
to ^ain an a^cendeacy over the people, even far 
beyond what they now exercise,, is abundantly 
imdent from the unwearied exertions which they 
wte making to add to ail their other means of in- 
Ik^nce, that of monied institutions. No scheme 
Which clerical ingenuity and deceit have been able 
to invent and cause to act, has been omitted. At 
oar doors ^nd their runners and beggars ; in our 
parlours they solicit money of our wives and 
daughters ; in our Mtchens they wring from the 
female hand of labour its penny, its last farthing. 
With hearts harder than flint, and colder than mar* 
We, they willplead, in the most persuasive manned, 
with little children to relinquish the grateful sweets 
^ which the God of nature adapted to. their taste, 
that the unnatural sacrifice may be turned into 
tnoney to be used in saving souls. And such is 
the mania of deluded parents, that, in many in- 
stances, sueh degrading folly is iudvil^ed^ nhViaJa 
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the clergy, In room df b^ing ashtimed of cc^dlRst 
BO derogatory to humanity and good sense, boldly 
publish to the world their success in deception, 
and endeavouf to excite others to become equally 
stupid. 

' This order df men study human 'nature, with 
avidity of application, to find out every possible 
avenue to the weakness of mankind ; and they have 
discovered that a blind' enthusiasm, reg-arding re- 
ligion, will drive people fastest and farthest of any 
spirit by which they can be moved. In order to 
elude detection, they place their objects 'all in a 
future world, to which region the eye xjannot ex^ 
tend. On these subjects they dwell with boldness 
and pathos, describing the miseiry of the damned 
In the most lively and moving manner, insistingat 
the same time, on the «trict eternity of it« dura- 
tion ; and directing the iattention of their hearers 
to the destitute condition of theheathcn, who have 
riot the bkised sound of their gospel of endless tor- 
ments ; they assure them that nothing can save 
those millions of rational beings from such* tor- 
ments in the future, etemai world, b«t the Jabdurs 
of missionaHes. And now cemes the fery ft^ 
money. ; Money is wanted to carry salvation to 
heathen lands ; money is wanted €o present bibl^ 
for heathen to read \ and many ate So stupid as to 
think if the heathen had our bible toread,it woirid 
be the means of saving them from divine wraith : 
not reflecting that If the heathen had enough, of 
ciur bibles to serve them for fuel, they ^ould 
not read a word in them. But all this decep^n 
is carried on (ot the purpose of obtaining the ped- 
ple^s money. Money, they know is power* By it 
they are pegrsuaded that they can ooAtfol th^ con- 
cerns and affairs of state. Their bible societies 
are schemes deeply "concerted to^spun^e moiiey 
from those whom they have rendered blmdly su- 
perstitious ; and such has been the astonishing 
success of this system of deceit and fraud, that 
their funds are immense. They can print bibles 
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Hod €MsU than at oqBt of paper, and still be growing 
Ach ; for the public farnish all 'the fatids. Sab^ 
bath School Bocieties are desi^ied td further the 
dame system of dedifeptlon, and tnohopoty of influ- 
ence and fule. At Sat]feath Schools children have 
the bla^hemoiis sentiments instilled into their 
tender minds, by which they are taught to hate 
their Maker and love their ministers. This pre* 
pares them for the right kind of servitude w][ien 
they come to matmre yeairs ; and this scheme too 
irequif es money ; and by it they are accumulating^ 
by means of tracts and other artful inventions, and 
adding to their funds. 

By mean« of the jmihen se f evettutes which are 
constantly flowing into the tiands tiif the clergy, 
they are able to exert an influence in society, 
which to the apprehensioti of the sober, enlight- 
ened politician, is truly alarming* Already are 
they able to build meeting houeres- at the expense 
of their funds, taking care, at the same time, that 
they secure those houses for ever to the interest of 
their superstition. In country towns, where the 
light of reason and common sense hais been so far 
exercised as to cause this clerical influence to de- 
cline, and the people are weary of paying money 
for that which is disgusting, they are told if they 
will pay but a part of the minister's saliary, the 
rest will be made up out of the mission^und. And 
i^ is a fact that much money from tho^e funds, 
Is drawn annually for the support of preaching, 
in our country towns, wherfe there is no want of 
wealth, and where but few Will attend meeting 
excepting women and children. 

The applications which are made to our state 
legislatures for the incorporation of ministerial 
funds, for the support of a certain designated sect, 
show very plainly, that the design iia to engage 
legislation in support of prielstcraft. What now 
will be the efforts of the clergy in towns and par- 
ishes to influence elections in favour of those who 
will be devoted to their rcauee ! Let the peo^l^ ^^ 
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these states keep tiieir eyes shut and their ears 
closed a^little lopger ; let me^e clerical funds rtow 
but a little more enormous, and they may fancy 
th^onselves freemen, and go to the polls with the 
boast of freedom and independence, but the clergy 
will control their franchise as they please, and no 
man will be held up fior office, but such as will go 
all lengths wiUi them. 

What shall we think of these men, who thud 
endeavour to enslaye their fellpw creatures ? It 
is hard to judge 1iiem,.and sot they are dishonest ; 
that they are designing, craity men ; and yet we 
must say this, or, what they would as little like, 
that they are not possessed of common sense* 
Can they possibly believe that money is wanted to 
save the souls of men from the wrath of our Crea* 
tor ? This is what they pretend ; and they cry, 
money, money, as if they were in distress. Scarce- 
ly do we hear a word rrom their lips concerning 
the redeeming favour of ouilheavenly Father, which 
is so richly communicated in the gospel of his be- 
loved Son, who gave himself a ransom for the 
whole world. Not to save us from the wrath of. 
God ; but from priestcraft, and its degrading op- 
pressions. Thedergy would cause us to fear fall- 
ing into the hands of God ; but, my friends, I think 
the danger is of falling into the handsof the clergy. 

If the blessed Saviour of the world had been the 
author of such a scheme of amassing money, as 
appears to engage the skill and craft of the clergy 
of oiur times, his directions to his apostles would 
have read materially different from what we find 
them in the New Testament. When he sent them 
out to preach, he would have said, ^* And as ye 
preach, say money, money, for the kingdom of 
priestcraft is at hand ; and go ye into all the world 
and beg money of every creatore; he that giveth, and 
giveth all he hath, shall be saved; Iwit he that giveth 
not shall be damned." But he who had not where to 
Jay his head, who forbade his apostles to take with 
them either purse ot »ctvj^vi«» \kKs^x ^>a& -^wlhor 
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of this craft, which is evidently reaching after the 
rein9 of gbvemment in our country. 

Thanks be to heaven, there are hopes of redemp- 
tion yet ; and if the people will open their eyes 
they will in season see theii^ danger and avert it. 
But a little longer cocktinuttuce of that apathy, 
which has already put the ministers of religion in 
poaaeesloa of their present means of influence, will 
involve our country in slavery, and render our 
present free government, ^th all its blessings, a 
something to be reme^ibe^red:, ^ somietl^ing that 
has been, but gone for ever. 

Awake, then from this lethargy, and, if these 
beggars of money appear ^t your doors, dismiss 
tiieixi with the deservea reproof. They now have 
the audacity to contend, that we ou^ht to devote 
all our property to their oSiise ; and it is true that 
not a cent less, will ever satisfy their thirst. 

" A wonderful and horrible thing is committed 
in the land : the prophets prophesy falsely, and 
the priests bear rule by their means ; and my peo- 
ple l^ve to have it so : and. ?vhat will yc do m the 
end thereof ?'^ 

GHEAT GOD t if mature, weak and frail> ^ 

To atrong temptatiooi oft gives wayi 
If doubt or passion should prevail 
O'er w&nd'TiDg m«>a*8 ieeble ray s 

On Uiy compassion I rely.' 
•Letnot thyfrowos my fiioltirsprove; ,'■ 
Reeardme with afatlier'seye, - - 
And guide me with a father's love. 
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SERMON XXIL 

SALTATION OF ALL A DOCTBINE. OP JULTMOAOB. 

OSUTEftED IV r«LA]>SLPBIA, OV HOin>A,r> JVVZ 8, 182& 

1 TIM. IV. 10. 

*'For therefore we bath laboor mad mSar reproach, became we trost io 
the liTing God,.idio it dM Sairioiir of ^ meo, specially of those that 
beUe?e.**^ 

The gospel ministry, being a dispensation of di- 
vine benevolence, requires labours to be perform- 
ed upon the most benevolent principles. It is 
founded on that love which our heavenly Path^ 
has manifested towards such as are enemies to 
Him by wicked works. It does not tiiquire after 
those who will applaud its exertions^ but seeks to 
find those who need its favours. ^^ God liath com- 
mended his love towiurd Us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Qhrist died for us. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his son to be the propitiation ibr our sins.^ 
If man had not been unreconciled to God, there 
could have been no necessity for a dispensation of 
favour to reconcile him ; but the gospel ministry is 
a dispensation of reconciliation. ^'All things ure 
of God, who hath reconciled us to hknself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry ofrecon- 
ciliation : to wit, that God was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world unto himself> not imputing tb^ 
trespasses unto them ; and hath coi)».mi,tt€3 unto 
us the word of reconciliation. Now thea, we are 
ambassadors Cos QVoiuiSUv^ \^Q03^^^{i^WeA(^ 
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you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconeiled to Grod. For he hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew na sin ; that we might be 
made the righteousness of Qod in him." 

The gospel ministry, beinff of the character here 
set forth, recommends itself on the same principle 
on which all genuine benevolence proceeds. True 
benerolence will not be diverted from its path of 
kindness befBause the object of its favour is opposed 
to its measures, nor because it receives reproaches 
from those whose benefit it pursues. The wise 
and provident father of a family ,*having concerted 
plans and measures for the prosperity of his tem- 
poral interest, that he might thereby benefit his 
children, whom he loved, would not be dissuaded 
from his plans because his unwise and inexperi- 
enced children might be opposed to them. And 
should they so far indulge their fplly, as to re^ 
proach their venerable father with grievous accu- 
sations, though he might, find it necessary to chas- 
tise their itigratrtude, he would not withhold from 
them that JoVing kindness which was the moving' 
prindpleof all his^ measures. 

In order to improve this subject, in a manner 
appropriate to the present important occasion, we 
propose to consider, 1st. The labours to which the 
gospel minister is appointed : 2d^ Thie occasion and 
peculiar diaractey of the»f eproach which his faith- 
ful labourers are sure to receive : And Sd. Set forth 
the speciality of salvation enjoyed by those who 
believe. 

The work in which the minister of Christ is em- 
ployed, is that of reformation. To teach and re- 
form men 18 iiie great object at which he aims. In 
doing this he follows the example set by the divine 
master. The Saviour of the worid was a "teach- 
er sent from God ;" and the work in which he la- 
boured was the work of giving instruction, of cor- 
recting the errors of religiou^ people, and of dis- 
euadinff all from evil practices. To this work he 
i^;ipliea himself in earnest^ and prosecuted it with 
25* 
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a zeal corresponding with its im|k>rtanoe. t^or 
the promotiott of this vast work he employed his 
apostles ; and to render them successful, he fur- 
nished them with ja mouth and wisdom against 
which no opposition could prevwl. When, in a mi- 
raculous manner, the Saviour called Saul, the per- 
secutor, to be a minister of his'word, he said to 
him, f^Arise, and stand upoli thy feet : for I have 
appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee 
a minister and a witness,: both of these things 
which thou hast seen, and of those things in the 
which I will apifear unto thee; delivering thee 
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom 
now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive the for- 
giveness of sins, and an inheritance among them 
which are sanctified by faith that is in. me.'' 

By the assistance of a few reflections on this ap* 
pointment of the Apostle Paul to the ministiy, we 
shall see its agreement- with the benevolent prin- 
ciples set forth in the introduction of this discourse. 
The great head of the church, appointed this Apos- 
tle to labour among the Gentiles; for the purpose 
of opening their eyes, of turning them from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. But notwithstanding his labours were de- 
signed to be thus beneficial to the people; though 
it was designed to put them in possession of an in- 
valuable inheritance, Jt was signified to him that 
they would oppose and persecute hjim, bat that he 
' should be delivered from them. How infinitely 
benevolent, how divinely merciful, is the ministiy 
of Christ ! How preposterous and ungratefuf is 
tie opposition with which it contends ! 

When the Saviour called Simon Peter, and An- 
drew his brother, from their occupation of fishers, 
he said to them, " Follow me, and I will make yoa 
fishers of men." And in one of his parables, he 
irepresents the gospel by a net with which fishes 
^re caught By such eiablemB iM the divine i 
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ter rcoMresent the labours by which his disciples 
shoula accomplish the designs of their ministry, in 
gathering men into the gospel kingdom of right* 
eousness and peace. 

After his resurrection, Jesus held a most inter- 
esting conversation with Peter, who thrice denied 
him on the memon^le night in whidi he was be- 
trayed. By the sea of Tiberius, after the disciples 
had refreshed theouielves with food, Jesus said to 
Peter, ^^ Simon, son of Jonas, Ipvest thou me more 
than these ? He saith unto him, yea Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, feed 
my lambs^ He saith again unto him the second 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He 
saith unto hini, yea Lord, thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, feed my sheep. He 
saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter ^as grieved because he 
said ui^to him the third time, lovest thou me r And 
he said xmX6 him, Lord, thou knowest all things ; 
thou baowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, feed m^y sheep.'* 

And in his last, iiis farewell charge to his disci^' 
pies, the Saviour said, "All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptiadng in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and ot the Holy Ghost ; teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you : And lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world, Amen." 

These instructions, which were given to the 
Aposties, clearly set forth the nature of the work . 
to which it is the duty of a christian minister to 
attend. > 

2dly. According to promise, we may now notice 
the occasion and peculiar character of the reproach 
which faithfulness in the gospel ministry is sure to 
provjDke, from those for whose benefit it is design- 
ed. That we may avoid embarrassment, by keep- 
ing at a distance from the superstitions of our own 
times, we may begin this inquiry by Mkiu%^\^&&. 
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occasioned the reproaches which were sufTeredby 
Christ and his Apostles? Never was a teacher 
-more reviled, never was one more reproached, 
than was the blessed Jesus himself. And what 
seems as the most fieculiar trait in the character 
of that enmity, which was so much excited and 
brought into action by him who spake as never 
man spake, isth^t it became the most pungent, 
and put on its worst rage, at those benevolent acts, 
which were the most evident marks of the divine 
power and goodness. That astonishing miracle, 
which gave sight to aonan who was born blind, 
elicited from the enemies of Jesus their most care- 
fill scrutiny. They first contended that this man 
had not been blind ; and to make it out that he 
had not, they called hiB parents to testify respect- 
ing the fact. They held over the parents the 
dreadful lash of excommunication; having estab- 
lished an ordinonce^ that ifany shouM have the 
temerity to confess Christ openly, they should be 
cast out of the synagogue. They would be willing 
to allow people the rights of the synagogue, who 
telle ved in Jesus, if they would be hypocrites and 
deny him. But the parents w^e cautious enough 
to elude their wicked designs, and told them that 
their son was truly born blind ; but as he was of 
-age to answer for himself, respecting the means 
by which he had received sight, they might put 
their questions to him. Having learned from the 
man himself, that it was Jesus who ha;d bestowed 
on him this inestimable favour, they replied, "Give 
God the glory ; a^ for this man, we know he is a 
sinner?' When their vigilant enemies were con- 
vinced, by occular demonstration, that Jesus had 
csist out a most inveterate demon, they blasphe- 
mously asserted that he cast out devils by Beelze- 
bub, the prince of the devils. Simon, the Phari- 
see, perhaps with an intention to draw a teacher 
who was so much followed by the people, away 
from wicked companv, invited Jesus to his house 
to diae. But he haa ivoX \^^^tL tKere but a shitft 
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ttme, when sinful Mary came and washed his feet 
with her tears of penitence, and wiped them with 
her hair. This indulgence of Jesus provoked re- 
proach. Simon said, " If this man were a prophet, 
he would know what manner of woman this is, for 
she is a sinner.'^ Jesus was reproached for being 
a friend to publicans and sinners ; of receiving sin- 
ners and eating with them ; of going to be a guest 
with sinners. 

It is very possible that the query arises in the . 
mind of the hearers, what was the cause of this 
enmity, and of these reproaches? This is the 
subject of the present inquiry ;^ and you have the 
substance of the answer in our text. The same 
** jock of offence " which procured the reproach of 
the Apostles, was that which excited the religious 
Jews to reproach their master. St. Paul, in our 
text, says, "iBec^use w^ trust in the living God, * 
who is the Saviour of all men." If Jesus had told 
the Pharisees and Scribes, the elders and doctors 
of the law, that God was their Father and Saviour, 
but. that his wrath and displeasure resled_on the 
rest of mankind, they would never have reproach- 
ed him. He might have wrought his miracles of 
mercy on those who l^elonged 1;o their orders^ with- 
out giving them the least offence. But the indis- 
criminate benevolence of his grace they abhorred. 
The doctrine which he preached, was equally as of- 
fensive as were his miracles. This doctrine, which 
' commends our heavenly Father-as the Saviour pf 
all men, we learn most clearly from such iristr,uC' 
tions as the following: "It hath been said, thou 
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy ; 
but I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do gofod to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you and 

gersecute you j that ye may be the children of j^our 
ather which is in heaven ; for he maketh his aim 
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust." If we \»m&1 
}Qve oar enemeB^ that we may oe ASk^^ovttywN^xx 
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ly Father ; and if, to be like him, we must do good 
to those who hate us,. is it possible to avoid the 
conclusion that Gk)d is the SavioA of «dl ? 
' The christian ministry, beiiig opposed to thi^t 
immense mass .of erFor whidt the reU^Bus Jews 
had imbibed) and of those wiok&d traditions by 
which they made wid the law of God, could not 
fail to bring on its votaries the enmity ^nd cruelty 
of those whose errors and traditions it opposeo. 
But had the gospel been as partial as were the 
creeds of men, then would thwe havaheen no of- 
•fencQ. 
. What we see in our own times, fully confirms 
the arguments liere laid down. l*he revival of the 
apostolic doctrine, which teaches us to trust in the 
tiying. God, who is the Saviour, of all men, and the 
labours which have been devoted to advance the 
light ,^nd knowledge of this doctrine, have.receiv- 
.ed, in our day, no better reception, among a people' 
whose creeds have limited the favour of our heav- 
enly Father, than did the same doctrine among, 
the Pharisees and Scribes, in the days of Christ 
nskd hi* Apostles. . And it is abundantly worthy of 
notice, that tho reproaches which are cast on the 
promulgators and professowi of this hlessed doc- 
trine, in our times, are of a similar character to 
those which indicated the spirit of the Pharisee in 
former, times. The parable of the elder brother 
.of the prodigal was designed, by the Saviour, to 
represent the moral coBditioa of his enemdes. Be- 
cause the father had kindly rejceived the penitent, 
and because th^re were indulgences of joy suited 
to the happy Qccasion, the elder hrother was an- 
gpy^ ai\d W'Ould not (>ansent id join in the felicities 
of the happy family. The fi^ther's kind entreaties 
and expostulations, in room of softening his hard 
heart, only drew forth most bitter repronches. 
"Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thjr cominandnioQit ; and 
^et tbpu never gavest me a lold, that I inight make 
merry. with ^ fri^d^V>^^ ^"^^^ ^^ ^7 
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aon was cotne, which hath devoured thy livintf 
with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted 
calf." ,. 

Here we have the subject of our inquiij plainly 
laid before us. The peculiar character of this re- 
proach appears fi| the Words of the elder son to 
nis father. This reproach aoeuses the father of 
being more kind, and granting greater favour to 
his son, who had lived a wicked and profligate life, 
flian to him who had so faithfully served him, as 
never to have transgressed his commands This 
is surely the same reproach which is now brought 
against our labours, Ivhich are. designed to per- 
suade men to trust in the living GU)d) who is the 
Saviour of all. The angry soh, in the parable, 
did not reproach his father for not being willing 
that he should partake of the fated calf with his 
brother, for this was the very thing to which the 
father endeavoured, without success, to persuade, 
him. The reproach embraced two accusations — 
Ist. The father had not in times past suitably re* 
cpmpensed his fatthftil services ; and, 2d. He had 
shown an unjustifiable kindness to the wicked. 
Kow this is precisely the amount of all the re- 
proach which, in our times, is uraed against the 
blessed doctrine of the salvation of all men. The 
Pharisees of the present day contend that in this 
life the righteous are not recompensed. They 
attend to arduous duties which yield them not a 
kid to make merry with their friends ; and if their 
neighbours, who here live at ease, and seldom pay 
tithes of mint, annis and cummin, are to be re- 
ceived to everlasting favour hereafter, when mor* 
tality shall put on immortality, and death shallbe 
Bwaflowed up of life, then it Is evident that our 
heavenly Father shows more kindness to the 
wicked than to the righteous. Thua they speak 
against God, thus they reproach the most High. 

It is very possible that while we are now attend- 
ing to this subject, there may be some present^ 
Who are unabJe to see why th^ ^Idet wu Y^^xl^ 
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good, reason for his aoffer, or ^hy the father did 
not deserve the reproaol^ which he jpeceived. And 
it is believed thai no subject in moral philosophy 
would be investij^ted to more profit than this. 
But our present limited Opportunity will not allow 
of a lengthy disquisition ; and therefore we must 
me^t this reproach and answer it by showing the 
mistake on which it was founded, in a few words. 
We say» then, that this elder brother was totally 

, wron^in his premises. He had lived an habitual 
vidation of ril the commands of his fathe^. He 
had not loved his father with all his heart, nor 
had he loved his brother as he loved himself. On 
these two hang all the commandments. IT he had 
loved his father as he ought to have done,.h6 

. would not have reproaxihed him because he show- 
ed compassion on a son who had been dead and 
had come to life> who had been lost And found 
again. And if he had loyed his brother as he 
loved hiii(iself, how would his heart have rejoiced 
at his return to the paternal mansion ! And here 
eomes out the error, which supposed that in the 

f)ast time, there had been no proper recompense 
or righteousness. 'The fact was there had been 
no righteousness ; and therefore none to recom- 
, pense. The Pharisees, to whom this, pairablo 
was addressed, supposed that they were righteous 
and that others were wicked ; but the Saviour 
taught the people, that unless their righteousness 
shcwild exceed the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, they should in no cas6 enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Had this elder soil loved 
his father with all his heart, and had he loved 
the commandments which his father, tn love, had 
enjoined upon him> then obedietice tf ould nave 
;pecompensed itself; for in keeping \he command- 
ments is great reward J and great peacd hav^ they 
who love the law. 

What shall we say to these things? Are our 
brethren, who reproach the living God,^ who Is the 
Saviouf of all men, really righteous ? Do \htf 
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love this Vmng God with all the heart? If they 
did, would they reproach him becavise he is '^good 
to all, and because his tender mercies are over all 
his works ?" Do they love their fellow creatures 
as th6y do themselves ? If they did^ would they 
be angry wl^^Q *hiey are told that God will have all 
men to be saved^ and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth ? What a deplorable condition are 
they in ? Like the eldpr sop, they -are in a worse 
state than sire those whom they call wicked. The 
Saviou^" told the Scribes and Pharisees of his time, 
1(bat those whom they eiEilled isinners, and the most 
abandoned, -should go into heaven before them, 
Such instruction was then a stumbling-stone and 
a rock of pSence ; it \^as the occasion of the re- 
proach which fell on «fesus and his disciples ; and 
it remains now what it was then. Those' who now 
look on 'themselves as righteous, yet ate not so, 
are offended at the same doctrine. 
. The peculiar nature of thisTeproach is evident^ 
ly seen 'in the most common objection which is 
now urged against' the salvation of all men. This 
objection states that this doctrine removes, all re- 
straint against sin, and^induces to every species of 
wickedness. Some are ^ confident that this re- 
proach^ is well founded^ that they not only take, it 
for granted that those who profess this doetrine, 
and those who promulgate it, are perversely im- 
moral, but they moreover assuife. us that if they 
believed it, they would conduct far worse than 
they do whom they thus reproach. But do these 
our brethren, understand what they indicate by 
such reproach? Do they know, thftt 4t is pro- 
claiming to the world that th^ love sin ; that they 
in heart, desire it ; that it is not for the want of 
love to immorality, that they are not. wallowing in 
its filth } Such error as this li0s at the foundation 
of all the abominations, which have characterized 
Mystery Babyloji, the Mothkr op Harlots, from 
the stoning of Stephen > to the hanging of Quakers 
la New England ; and it is the same enox \9\v\$^ 
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now Mb tke ntbatlid 6( those Who repfojwsh the 
iiying Gk)d^^ who is the Saviour of all men. 

Another reproach, not le^s indicative of the pe* 
culiar character of the opposition to truth, which 
now rages to an alarming degree, is the accusation 
of impiety. It is cottstafttly urged that our belief 
and trust in the living God, who kthe Saviour 4^f 
all men, laatuTaily tend& to impiety. And ouf 
brethren who thus reproach us, will not allow tha^ 
there can be any real Mnce^lty in dur devotiomr, 
Their confidence of this fact is so strong, that they 
assure us that did they believe, that God is the 
Saviour of all mfen, they would never attend pub* 
lie worship, at all, nor yet private devotion. But 
Ao our brethren, who thus reproach us with rni* 
piety, know, that by this reproach they acknowl* 
edge that all their dey<rtion» are nothing but pre- 
tensions ? Do they uivderstand that they hereby 
acknowledge, that they are in the habit of draw^ 
ing near unto God with their lips, while their 
heart is far from him ? If they loved God with all 
the heart, would they not worship him in spirit 
and in truth, in the sanctuary, in the closet, in 
fields, in groves, and gardens ? Would they not de- 
voutly adore him for every blessing of this life; 
and would they not pour forth their joyful hearts 
in gratitude for thehope of eternal life? But be- 
ing blind to the nature of these thingfs, they ofler 
their devotions from motives w^hich kindle strat^ 
fire on the altar ; while they boast of their frequent 
and fervent prayers,^and reproach others for com-» 
ing short in this duty. In fact, th^y have much to 
say' oft this subject. They make, as they seem to 
think, a most advantageous comparison between 
their piety and that of others, measuring the dif- 
ference by the greater number of their prayers, 
and their greater length, and their greater ferven 
cy. So, perhaps^ did the prophets of B^l calcu- 
late on their prayers. They prayed to their idol 
from morning until noon ; and they gave evidence 
of their fervency a^d siiiawitt by leaping vpon 
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their altar, by crying aload^ saying, Baal, hear 
us; find also by cutting themselves with knives 
and lances until the bl(HHl gushed out upon them« 
How impious must El^^li iiave appeared to these 
devout servants of Baal! He, in room of being 
at all solemnized by their devotions, stood jmd 
mocked theoi, saying, ^ ' Cry aloud ; for he is a god ; 
either he is talking, or hejs pursuing^ or he is in 
a journey, or peradventure he deepeth, and must 
oe awaked." Let us be admonished by him, who, 
ftnbwing the hypocrisy of the human heart, knew 
that lotiff prayers were often made to be seen of 
men, and were offered by such as devoured' widow's 
houses. 

Again, the character of this reproach, which is 
Tiow suffered, by tKose who trust in the living God, 
who.is the Saviour .<>f all men, is manifested by 
the accusation, that they are not zealous in the 
glorious cause of missions. This subject stands 
8B a criterion, by which our. opposers divide th^ 
righteous from the wicked, vvhoever will give 
money, or lands, or anything else for missionary 
purposes, is allowed to be the friend of God and 
religion ; but heavy anathemas are denounced on 
those who neglect this duty. But we reply to 
Chis reproach, observing that, amon^ the items set 
down a& duties performed to the justification of 
the righteous, but neglected to the condemnation 
of ihe wicked, as recorded in Matthew 25th, no 
mention is made of giving money or lands to sup- 
port foreign missions. And we moreover ref» 
those tvho reproach us on this ground, to the 
wordis of the Saviouir: "Wo \mto you, Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites ! for you compass sea and 
land to make one proselyte; and when he is made, 
you make him two*fold more the child of hell than 
yourselves." 

Another accusation, with which the servants of 
truth are reproached, and which: very evidently 
discovers the nature of this opposing spirit, re 
gacds the subject of what are calTed r^vmh of t^^ 
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Ugion. It is tontended that those wh6 bfeBeve, 
and teach, that God is the Sayipur of all men, not 
only have no revivals aoiong them^ but are ene- 
mies to revivals. T^ey are persuaded that it fe 
utterly impossible to get up a revival, without 
holding up the dreadftd^errors of unspeateibfe tor- 
ments in the future invisible world. Thdusands may 
be delivered from the power of darkness, and b^ 
translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son ; 
into the kingdom of li^ht, love and peace. So- 
cieties may be multiplied, who profess the soul- 
rejoicing^ doctrine of itnparttal gr«tce and sahratioii ; 
and' houses for public worship may bebtiilded, 
dedicated to God, and thronged with wgrshippers-r 
bat all this, is only a declension in religion ; all 
this, in room of being a revival, is doWnrigHt op- 
position to revivals t' Nothing Is religion unless it 
is induced by the terrors of everlasting punifeh- 
i^ent ! Nothing will answer for a revival,' in re^ 
ligion, unless it be such a revival, as that of which 
we hav« an account in the 3d of Daniel. On the 
plain of Dura, in the provinpe 6f Babylon, Ne- 
buchadnezzar set up an image of gold, three score 
cubits in height. At the dtedicalion of this tdoli, 
all the princes and rulers in the kingdom were 
assembled, and a proclamation was made to the 
immense assembly, to fall down' and worship this 
image of gold, as sopn as they shpuld hear the 
sound of all kinds of music, on pain of being cast^ 
the same hour, into a fiery ftirnace. This was a 
wonderful revival ; but it depended on* the terrors 
of the furnace ; not on any love, the people fett for 
the idol. Was not this genuine devotion ? It was^, 
no doubt, as sincere as was ever ofl^ed fbr fe^tof 
everlasting punishment. 

But it is time that we inquire concerning the 
speciality of salvation^ enjoyed by those who be- 
lieve. St. Paul says : " We who have believed do 
enter into rest." And, again,'he speaks of "joy 
and peace in believing." And who can pet forth 
*ft& joy and peace De^ud \XifcVt tedity ? WeH 
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did the apostle know how to appreciate it. Once 
Gould he heap reproaches on Jesus and his disci- 
ples ; once could he breathe out threatenings 
against the saints ; once Was he ei[:ceedingly mad 
in his opposition to the true faith ; but he obtained 
an abundance of that grace which he had so much 
despised, ^nd he priz^ it above all things else on 
earth. Our opposers now contend, that if the 
doctrine we profess, be true, there is no advan^ 
tage in believing it. They say, they are just m 
well without. the knowledge of it, as they would 
be even if they were certain of its truth. But 
such argument is entirely inconsistent with their 
own pretensions. They profess to be much con- 
eer ned for thp eternal saTvation of their own semis ; 
they express great anxiety for the eternal salva- 
tion of their children and neighbours, and even 
for the heathen. But how is it possible that in 
all their pretensions they can be sincere, and yet 
say that they should not be any more happy if 
they, were sure that they themBelres, their child- 
ren and nei^bdurs, together with the heathen, 
and even aJI mankind^ were secure in him who 
gave himself a ransom for all to be testified in due 
time? 

My Christian friends, well may we esteem the 
speciality of salvation, enjoyed by believing, of 
greater value than earthly richev. It inspires 
the^heart with love to God ; it endears the name 
of Jesus; to him who exercises it ; it is intimately 
xxmnected with that hqpe which is an anchor to 
the tfoul, entering within the vai(. 

May he who walks among the colden candle- 
sticks, and holds the seven stars in his right handf 
make ministers faithful unto death, that the 
churches may enjoy the special salvaticmof believ- 
ing and walkhig in the truth. 
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SERMON XXIII. 

&0D THE AUTHOR OP ALt THINGS. " 

DELIVERED IN BOSTON, JULY 9, 1B29. 

1 SAMUEL, XXIL part 22. .. 
^ 1 have occuibned the death of'idl the petions'of thy Father's houae.** 

Among the numerous aubjBCts of controversy, 
which have engaged the attention ot polemic wri- 
ters, and whidi have* caused divisions in the 
christian dhurch, no one has been more signalized, 
or, become more prominent than: the question, 
whether the Supreme Being can properly be «aid 
to be the author of all things^ in the most extensive 
use of the wor^. While that class of doctors, 
which have, for ages, defended the system ol 
divinity, which embraces the doctrine of the fore- 
ordination, of all things, have found no difficulty in 
confounding the advicates of theopposite hypeth- 
esis, they have never been able to free their own 
creed from objections, na less embarrassing, than 
those with which they confounded their opposers. 

The predestinarian, by urging, the foreknowl- 
edge of God in all things, wWch the Armiaiaa doc- 
tors could not deny, have been: able to denomstratc 
the certainty of ril- evCTits as clearly as this certainty 
is- established by the hypothesis ojf.predestinatipn. 
This argument the ArmimaB has never be^u able 
to overcome, But though he could never satisfy 
the predestinarian that human agency could pos- 
sibly ^o contrary to the divine pcescience, he could 
fat him to utter Qon(\iBiQiaby showing that by thft 
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doctrine of ibreprdination, Godi^ made the author 
of all the sfn, which wicked beings have commit- 
ted. And then, making use of a proposition which 
they both allow, thatein deserves and must receive 
an infinite and an endless punishment^ he presents 
the appalling, absurdity to his adversary, of the 
foreordination of sin by the divine Bein|f, and also 
the forcfordindtion of this infinite punishment for 



sin 



We have here in plain view, the great and em- 
barrassingiSubject of controversy^ and evenof coh- 
tcntiony wjhich has divided the christian church 
for ages; and if we carefaUy observe, we may 
easily discoVer where all the difficulty lies. Why 
does the Arminiah, or what we now call the free- 
wilier, wish to find that agency in man for which 
he Contends ? The fact is, he wants it for the 
sole purpose of making out on the one hand, the 
justice of the sinner's endless punishment ;. and 
on the other, he wishes to- free the diyine Being 
from that cruel character which is given him, by 
the doctrine which makes hi;n the author of the 
sin for which he condemns the sinner to endless 
sufferings. The Arminian has not been able to 
discover, nor has the predestinarian shown him, 
that could he find in man any agency w;hich he 
should choose to describe, it would then be neces- 
sary to allow that this agency, being constituted 
by the Creator, must have be^n designed by him 
for a definite purpose,, which' purpose could not 
fail of being effected. So, after all, Jie involves 
himself in the same appalling absurdity with which 
he confounds his adversary. For there is no. moi^al 
difference in' saying that oui* heavenly Father fs 
the author of that sin for which he condemns his 
children to endless suffering, and saying that he is 
the author of that agency which he designed ^houl(jl 
eventually terminate in the samq result> . 
" But the whole difljculty would be removed at 
once, if the doctors, on both sides gf thedontro- 
Yersy, co^W CQme to, the condusion to leo-V^ o^ 
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of the christian creed the hypothesis of etldlesfT 
punishhient. To maintain this erroneous proposi- 
tion, the predestinarian becomes confounded withi 
the relentleae cruelty, in which he involves the 
divine Being ; and to maintain the same offensive 
doctrine, the Arminkin confuses, himself with the 
ignorance, which his doctrine attributes to him 
who knows all things. What objection could the 
Armioiaa brinc^ to the deetrifte of predestination^ 
could he first free hfe own mind from the doctrine 
of endless punishment, and then find no such error 
in the system of predestination ? There must 
Btirely be something besides the dictates ef enlight- 
ened reason, and tne aspirations of a benevolent 
heart, which, would raispf objections to the doctrine 
which teaches ttiat God predetermined all events, 
and overrules them all for the i:yitimate goad of sdl 
his creatures. 

With a vitew to brin^ this alI4mportant subject 
before my hearers this morning, and to furnish 
Bome argunfents for the support of the right of tt^e 
case, the text, which has been read, wasselectwl. 
But the query may ariee,— What has the text to 
do with tne subjeql; ? In reply, we say, that the 
text stand* in support of the doctrine, that con- 
tends that the cause of what is cafled evil may be 
innocent. 

In hid fi%ht frohi the unrighteous vengeance of 
Saul, king of Israel, David, deatkute of provisioii 
and of armour, came to Nob, to Ahimelech the 
priest, who not knowing that his majesty was of- 
fended with so worthy a servant as he supposed 
David to be, accommodated him with a supply of 
holy bread, Be he had no other, and gave him also 
the swoM which DayM took from UoUath when 
he slew him. Thus^ provided, David continued 
hk flight from Sauf . But Doeg, the Edoniite, was 
present wheti the priest SBccommodated David, and 
afterwards informed Sard of the fact, and «o<Hised 
Ahimelech to his niaiesty : llie king was enrageo 
iig^itiet the pxteat ^tA Atisvds^^d. ^ \sim tbisi 
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^^ Why have ye ccAispired again«t me, thou axwi 
the ison- Jesse, in that thou hast ^ven him bread, 
and a sword, and haift inquired of God for him^ 
that be should rise against me, to lie in wait, as at 
this day ?" It was In vain that Ahimdech pleads 
ed his innocence, saying ; << And who is so faith- 
ful among" all thy servants a» David, wMch is the 
king's iB(Hi-in-laW, and goeth at thy bidding, and i^- 
honourable, in thine house ? Did I then begin ta 
inquire of Grod for him ? be it far iVom me. Let * 
not the king impute any thing unto his servant,. 
nor to all the house of my father : for thy servant 
knew nothing of all this less osr m^e.** Absolute 
power, which- is not amenable to law, when exer- 
cised by enraged m^^'esty, is deaf to all the elo- 
quence of innocence, and dooms to destruction 
without, the semblance of justice^- or the feelings 
of humanity. The following sentence 'was imme- 
diately pronounced : " Thou shalt surely die, Ahi- 
meleeh, thou, and all thy father's house." Such 
was the odious character of this wicked sentence, 
that Saul's footmen, when comn^ianded to slay the 
priests of the Lord, refused. Doeg, in the spirit 
of his master, accomplished this memorable mas- 
sacre, and put to death, that day, eighty-five per- 
sons who wore the linen- ephod. He moreover de- 
stroyed the city pf Nob, cJd and young, male and 
female, and even the cattle. One son of Ahime- 
lebh alone escaped and came to David, and in- 
formed him of the whole of this tragedy. David, 
in r^ly, told Abiathar that he knew, when he was 

• with his father, that Doeg would inform Saul of 
what transpired, and told him that he had been 
the occasion of the death of till the persons of his 
father's house ; but at the same time promised 
him protection. 

Ha^ng so far attended to the history, in which 
our subject is found, we may proceed to examine 
the moral character of David, in relation to the 
murderous scene .which we have described. Was 

^ Itotvi4 the inftooeot Qause of thiaiaMCpdnetv^'^^^ 
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he the enminal cnme f Here there can be bat 
one ansvrer. David was the innocent oanee 0| 
this outrageous piece of vdckedness* B«t the ques- 
tion wiU be asked ; was there a crinuflal cause o{ 
the same wicked outrage ? Here again there t»n 
be no doubt« If there had beeji no <niniinal design 
the act oould not have been morally wrong. The 
act of taking life, as well as all other acts, is inno- 
cent, or criminal, according to the de#^ of the 
principal agent, who performs the act. But Sanl 
and Doeg were unquestionably criminal, in rela- 
tion to this affair ; and it is' very evident that they 
were important agents in it. ^ 

The dlseeming hearer will now grow apprehen- 
sive that the nice point, that pivot on which this 
ge^eral subject must turn, is going to be either 
overlooked, OT kept out of the argnm^t. It is very 
clear, that in order for our reasoning to result in 
showing that Grod is the innocent cause of all 
things : it must be shown that he is the innocent 
cause even of criminal!^ itself. We have no fean 
on this subject, no wish to hide behind some in- 
eolvablc mystery.' Let us then examine the case 
of Saul and David. Saul was determined to take 
the life t>f David ; and such was the strength of 
this determination and the fury which accorapsoii* 
ed it, that whatever seemed to stand in the way 
to restrain the course of his vengeance, became 
subject to it. This in Saul was criminal ; it wa» 
the dictate of envy. David had done nothing at 
which Saul was offended ; but his loyalty ta the 
king, his love ©rhia country's freedom, and above 
all his sacred r^ard to the character of the Qod 
of Israel,, had acqubed him a fame, which edipe* 
ed the glory of Saul and kindled the fire of jesd* 
ousy in his heart. 

In the movements of David there appears noth- 
ing that was reprehensible. Goliath had for forty 
days shown himself from the front of the Philistine 
army, proudly vaunting, and defying the host rf 
hrael He proposed to detAdc^ \he &te of a pend 
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could- furnish a champioa to meet him. But Saul 
and his iheD were afraid ; nor did any one possess 
the courage to accept the challenge. David was 
then a ruddy youth, whom his father sent to the 
camp to bear his favour to his sons, who were in 
the army. When he saw Qoliath vapouring iti 
. hfs vanity, and heard him defying the army of Is- 
rael ; and when^ to his mortification, he saw his 
own brethren and the whole host of his people 
shrinking with fear at the profane boasting of the 
uncircumcised champion^ he felt emotions which 
we can- more readily conceive thaft 4escribe. He 
Was not a moment in deciding, in bis mind, that 
Gvoliath^ challenge ought to be accepted. This 
was no sooner known by Saul than he made in- 
quiry, and found the jouth ready to meet in single 
combat, this champion who was the terror of 
Saiil and all his men of war. Saul feared for the 
safety of David, ahd eipostulated with him. He 
reminded him of his youth, and that he was going 
to meet a foe who had been a man of war from his 
youth. But David informed Sattl that he had slain 
a lion and a beal*, which attempted to rob hid 
father's flock of a lamb, and that he was confident 
diiat God would fnake that uhcif cumcised Philisi" 
tine as one t)f thi^ni. Such was Satil's concern for 
David that he put his oWtt at*mour . on him, and 
furnished him with all the defence possible. But 
David refused all these, and taldng his staff and 
sling, chose five smooth stones out of the brook, 
ivith which he fearlessly met and overcame this 
fearful champion. ThiH David was a Benjamite, 
^nd well skilled in the use of the sling ; and with 
this weapon he prevailed. Now what we desire 
to h^ve considered here is the perfect innocence 
of David, in this interesting combat. Saul, the 
king, was concerned (ot nothing, as it appears, but 
for the safety of this beautiful youth. ^ He felt no 
apprehensions that any prejudice to himself could 
result frdm David 's success in this eaa^v ^q Assv&V 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S\2 BALLOU^« 8nt]ir<^N8^ 

the emeere desire of his heart was gratified wh^ 
he saw the champion fall. But when Saul andlus 
victorious army returned in triumph, and the wo- 
men came out of the cities to meet the Ung, sing*- 
ing and dancing, and exclaiming, Saul hath slain 
his thousands, and David his ten thousands, those 
elements which compose the deinon of envy, were 
immediately called together, au4 kindled into a fury 
of horrid mien. ^ . 

Let us now look at this whole affair ; and let can- 
doriudge and decide whether Davi^, by .the help' 
of GrQd, in whom he trusted, was not the innocent 
cause of Saul's deadly envy.— It really seems that 
the subject is too plain to either need argument, qr 
admit of doubt. But says the hearer ; thongh 
this must be allowed, the question arises, wherem 
does the criminality of Saul's envy consist, if it 
were the effect of that which was innocent and 
good? The answer is ready — ^Saul's criminality 
consisted in his designing evil; and it was this 
evil design which led hina to all the acts of in- 
justice and cruelty which he committed against 
David and others, on his account. But another 
question here presents its demands ; and it is on^ 
too of high consideration in relation to the general 
subject. Why does not this arginnent suppose 
the same criminality in the divine Being, who is 
allowed to be the cause of this criminal enyy, asit 
attributes to Saul, in whose breast it burned ? to 
this weighty question the answer is also ready. It 
is because the argument contends that the design 
which the divine Being had in causing this envy in 
SaUl was a good design. The whole was designed 
and overruled by our heavenly Father for good, 
and was whollv dictated by that heavenly wisdom 
which is full of meroy ^nd gooi fruit?, and which 
is without partiality. We will here allow the ob- 
jector to urge what to him may seem to be of 
.weght, that as the argument allows that the di- 
vine Being intended and caused all the evil which 
^tually took place, by the agency of Saul, if w* 
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Itgue ihitt ihb diviiM^ Beisf;^ isinHocent in this case, 
We should also aOow Ih6 lanocenoy of Saul. But 
to this we reply : there is a very i^ain difference 
ia the moiraL character which the argument attri- ' 
butes to the Creator and to ttie creature. All the 
^vil ^hich actudly took place was designed by the 
Creator for the^ood of«ll concerned-; but in the~de% 
signofthecreaturethetewasnot thesmfdlest par- 
tide of diyipe beaevot^oe or godd will ; and it is 
the'difference in the moral nature of those opposdte 
desig^s^ which constitutes the ii)Ca*al difference in 
the ctialract^^oftbeCrefiitor and the creature. If it 
Cduldi be seem that Saul, in all his conduct which • 
we have noticed, was acti:^ted by a purely benev* 
olent disposition, designijdg the whole for the ulti- 
mate good of all wYsotik his acts concerned, and see- 
ing at the same time hoyt this good would.be brought 
about by such means, we should see no Cause why 
his entire innocenceshould Qot be alloyed. But not 
being able to find this good design in Saul, nor the 
l^ast shadow of evidence of its existence, we are. 
compelled to ascribe to him the character of cruel, ^ 
telentjess eriyy. 

^ The hearer is now; unquestionably, (»*epared to 
see that it is absolutely necessary to leave out of our 
creed the doctrine of infinite e\^, or unlimited suf- 
feripg, as it;is impoesible for such evil or suffering 
to be overruled for the good of those who endure 
it. As our argument contends that &od is the in- 
nocent cause of the sin which men commit, and 
maintaiDS this hypothecs on the ground that he 
designs all this ,^n and its consequent guilt, condem- ^ 
taation and suffering, tor the ultimate good of all, we 
Bee that the admission of endless suffering would 
destroy every vestige of this system of reasoning, 
as it is not possible, to conceive how suffering, 
which will never end, can result in the benefit of 
the sufferer. Sound reasoning, on this subject, 
will moreover , show, that as the designing jf evil, 
without intending it for good, constitutes the sinful 
w criminal cause,>y allowing that the di^iu^ \^^ 
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ing ever was the cause of that which h6 3id tuJI" 
design for ultimate good, we chai^ Mcii with 
criminality ! 

The iiuitnictions of the btessed Saviour will as** 
sist us in illustrating the principle that the cause of 
moral evil may be innocent. The following are 
Jiis words : "Suppose ye that I am come to give 
peace on earth ? I tell you, nay ; but rather db 
vision ; for from henceforth there shall be iive iH 
one house divided, three aminst two, and two 
against three. The father snail be divided against 
the son, and the son against the father ; the moth- 
er against the daughter, and the daughter against 
the mother ; the mother-in-law against thedaugb'* 
ter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law against the 
mother-inrlaw ; and a man's foes shall be those of 
his own household." In this passage the Saviour 
acknowledges that he caitie to effect divisions in 
famifies ; to make fathers and sons foes to each 
other, and to set at variance mothers and daugh-* 
ters. But we cannot suppose that he meant to , 
accuse himself of being the criminal cause of those 
deadly feuds and famfly quarrels ; nor can it be 
allowed, by any who know his spirit and doctrine, 
and who love the same, that be was the crimind 
cause of «ueh unhappy divisions. We find the 
criminal cause pf all silch .wickedness in the super- 
stition and bigotry of the religious people of those 
times, in which the gospel was planted in ouf 
world. The doctrine of Jesus was as pure as th6 
light of heaven ; its favour was as free as the de- 
scending rain ; it fell on the multitude like gentle 
dew on the grass of the field ; the common people 
heard him gladly, and wondered at the gracious 
words which he uttered ; but the bigoted priests, 
scribes and pharisees, who had made the law of 
God void by their traditions^ found that the doc- 
trine of Jesus, with all its jprecepts, would sweep 
away the whole system of their religion, if it should 
prevail. They were stung with jealousy, and fired 
with deadly envy' agaVnaX. \\ve \iV^^%ed Son of God; 
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M fTas \dng Sanl against David. Hence proceed- 
ed that spirit of hostility against the ' doctrine and 
reli^on of Jesus, which was the criminid cause of 
those unhappy divisions amonff the people, and 
whioh introduced into families the bane of discord 
and deadly hate. ^ 

Here it is necessary to mark the difference be- 
tiw^een the innocent and the criminal cause. Di- 
vine wisdom saw tha^ all this enmity and opposi- 
tion to the gospel were necessary for the fulfument 
of the dedarations of the prophets concerning the 
Messiah, that all things might be fulfilled that were 
written conoerning.him. The «ame divine wisdom 
designed all this opposition and persecution, which 
were carried on with such vehemence, for the jpur- 
pose ofpromoting the cause of truths which in its 
final efiects would overcome and subjdue the false 
religion which caused the scribes and phariseesto 
oppose it. This foreknowledge of God and his 
benevolent design, in all this vast concern, show 
most clearly that he was the innocent cause of the 
whole. But on the part of the active agents, who 
opposed and persecuted the gospel and those who 
promulgated it, we find no benevolent, no gracious 
design dr purpose ; but the most heated jealousy 
and inflamed envywhich evcT burned in the breast 
of the wicked. This spirit, and design to oppose 
and overthrow the truth, prove, as clearly as any 
thiny can be proved, that criminality was found in 
the enemies of Christ* If on dufe examination we 
were able to discover tbat^ the chief priests,^ the 
aeribes^and pharisees,together with all who opposed 
Christ and his doctrine, understood that their exer- 
tions were necessary for the promotion of this doc- 
trine, and that they designed it for that purpose, it 
would prove that they were the friends of Christ 
and his religion, and would establish their innooency 
beyond all dispute. B utt their evil design proves that 
they were the oriminalcause of the miseries which 
their bpposition to the teligion.of Jesus produced ; 
teit the^ai^it;^ design oCour bea.ves3ai:j^^^^^>\^ 
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f elation to aH this eni^ity, aitdrthe acktio^i^e^ 
fact that he overrcdedthe whole for the good o?bU 
concerned, prove that he was the innocent cause 
of all these events. 

Another case, recorded In scri|)ture, which pre* 
sents our general subject in aKght most convincing, 
is that of the envy and enmitv of the brethren of 
Joseph towards him. A carem> examination of the 
circumstances which produced their envy wilt 
quioldy arrive at an understanding of their inno' 
cency. God, in his gracious wisdom inspired J(v 
sephwith dreams which he, in all the simpliciity 
and innoceney of childhood, related in the family 
circle. The dreams w^ere easily and quickly undei*^ 
stood by his brethren to indicate the foture exalta- 
tion of Joseph, and the humble dependence of his 
brethren and their submission to his authority. Fop 
these dreams his brethren hated him; and the iireof 
their eavyburned with such vehemence as to over- 
power the sweet sympathies of kindred affections, 
and to effect in their minds the mutderous design 
of destroying their brother* If wipkedness eve# 
presented dyes of an appallijag oast, we find those 
colours in the deception which those brethren prac- 
ticed on their venerable father, when they present- 
ed him with the bloody coat of hid son, of his be- 
loved Joseph. How hard must have been their 
hearts not to relent when they saw the anguish of 
their father, and heard his exclamatk>n, " It is my 
son's coat ; an evil beast hath dievoured him ; Jo^ 
seph is without doubt rent in pieces, — ^I will ffo 
down into the grave unto my son mourning." Oruy 
go one step hack of the envy which was kindled in' 
the breasts of those unhappy brethKen, and all is 
peaceful innoceney.— ^od was the innocent cause 
pf this envy by inspiring Joseph with such dreams. 
Jpseph was an innocent cause of the sanYe envy 
by relating his dreams to the family. This envy 
,was the criminal cause of that conduct which ^ffec^ 
ttually destroyed the (eiiokf (^thd sacked family 
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datk waters, and ingulphed the wicked perpetra- 
tors of this outrage in guilt aBdcondemtiation. 

A» the causes which produced the wickedness 
which was practiced, by the brethren of Joseph, 
against him, were innocent, and as the whole of 
this wickedness was overruled, by divine wisdont 
and goodness,^unto a benevolent end, it seems to 
furnish incontestible jproof of the principle for 
which we have contended in ^this discoiu^e. But 
in order tcX' see how this general argument fully and 
effectually: does away this doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment for -sin, and thereby removes the great 
and weighty objection, which lies in the mind of 
the proiessed Arn^inian, against the ddctrine of 
{predestination, and against allowing that God is 
the CQUse of all events, it is necessary to show 
that sin is designed . by our heavenly Fathet, not 
only for good, on sbme broad and general princi- 
ple* but it is^ necessary to show that it is designed 
and overruled foe the good of those who are i^s 
criminal agents. A most clear and convincing 
manifestation' of this infinitely important fact we 
have 4n the case of Joseph^s brethren, to' which 
we have in pact attended. It is seen that in. con- 
sequence of their envy .and hatred they sold their 
brother to merchants who again sold him for a 
dave in Egypt ; and it is also very evident thj|t in 
opnsequence of his becoming a servant in the 
house of Potiphav he became the subject of the 
persecution of his wicked mistress, who caused 
him to foe cast mto>prison^^ and it is also evident 
^at his being- thus confined was^the cause of his 
acquaintance with.tbe chief baker and chief butl^, 
whose dreams be interpreted^ which was the 
c;ause of his being biiought before Pharaoh to in- 
terpret his dreams, wfaititl hgneof the wise men of 
Egypt <^ald possibly soive; This astonishing in- 
stance of the wisdom of Joseph was the cause of 
his advancement to aathority aiid power next to 
the throne, which proved cm incalculable^blessing 
tn^all Egypt and tbe'wfaole sorroux^ng co^isi^t 
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by seasonably laying up in store sufficient corn to 
sustain the inhabitants of the land tjuring seven 
years of famine. Thus we see that the envy and 
wickedness jof Joseph's brethren,^ bitter as gaul 
and wormwood as they flowed, in a perturbed, 
deadly stream, at first, carried immense blessings 
into Egypt and the adjoining xouiktsiy. But were 
those envious, wicked bretbr^ excluded from the 
favours which resulted to thousands of others ? 
No; we see them coming into Egypt to buy corn 
for their wanting families } they bow to Joseph 
before they know him, and obtain a supply of the 
staff of life at his hands without knowing that it 
was he whom they hated and sold, who thus 
opened his hand to their relief. But when he 
made himself known to his brethren, with what 
tendefsiess and affection did^he address them, say*- 
ing ; "I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt. Now, therefore, be not grieved, nor 
angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither ; for 
Ood did send me before you to preserve life." 
And moreover, even after the death of their fa- 
ther, when these brethren feared what Joseph 
might do ta them for their trespass against him, 
and came and fell down before him aqdx)raved his 
forgiveness, he kindly replied ; "Fear not— ^ye 
thought eyil against me: but God meant it unta 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive — fear not; I will nourish you 
and your little ones." tn this reply Joseph seta 
IIP the doctrine whicl\ we are endeavouring to ex- 
emplify. ^' Ye thought eml lagaiM me'; btU Ooit 
meant Utinij9gt}od,^^ Whal did God mean unto good? 
Answer— the very evil whieh they thought a^nst 
Joseph. What good did Gpd intend by that «vi^ 
which those brethren intended? Answer— that 
of saving many thousands of lives, and the lives 
of those brethren with the rest. The whole hm^ 
ily of promise was preserved from famine by the 
oonsetfuences resulting from that eavy wntoh 
nioved those bt£tliteTiAo««U.,J^ 
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If our heavenly Father has given \i8 to under- 
stand, aiid to know,' thait it is consistent with his 
moral perfections to dedign and overrule the evil 
of sin, in any instance, for general good, and even 
fbr the good of those who are criminal agents in 
it; it is by no^ineans necessary that. we should be 
able to discerathe good which he designis by every 
instance of moral evil, in order to justify us in 
believing that he does design and overrule bU sin 
in the same gracious manner. He, in compassion 
to us his weak and erring phildren, has given us 
abundant -evidence of that blessed truth, that 
*^ where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound." In this doctrine we may find rest to 
our soulsy and infinite reason to be thankful to 
God and humbly joyful ia his presence. 

We feel unwilling to leave this subject, until we 
notice a very popular objection which its opposers 
urge against it. They say, if this doctrine be al- 
lowed, we may do evil that ^ood may come. After 
this same manner did the enemies of the apostles 
slander them,, reporting that they said ; "Let us 
db evil, that good may come." - 

In replying to this unwise objection we will asR 
thcS opposer to make the trial, that he may con- 
vince himself. What has he got to do ? He is to 
do evil that good may come. Then his design in 
-what he does must be that gciod may come. — But 
this, very design constitutes his act morally good ; 
for the Inoral charaoter of every act is determined 
by the design of the actor. If Joseph's brethren 
had seen into futurity, and with a clear under* 
standing had comprehended the necessity of Jo« 
seph's going into Egypt, and had sold him for the 
purpose of bringing his dreams to pass, in com-' 
pliance with the wisdom and design of God, there 
certainly would have been no enmity in their 
' hearts towards their brother, nor .moral evil in 
what they did. And there is another thing which 
the objector ought to know, and that is, that if 
Joseph's brethren had fvdiy believed that G^^ 
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would overrule their envy and wkd^edne&s tovmrdsc 
their brother, for his future exaltation, and their 
own benefit, it would h^ve ^Eitirely^overcoBie their 
envv and washed away the whole of their sin. 

That the aentiinettt which we have endeavour- 
ed to sopport in this discourse, may be fully be- 
lieved and reialized; and that it may have and 
exert a happy moral influence on our hearts and 
Uves, may God ia mercy add his blessing. 



,y Google 



SERMON XXir. 

COMMCNDATION AND REPROOF OF tmiTARIAKS. 

OIUriB^ID IV B0ST05, SUVDXY, HOT. l9, 1829. 

REVELATION, 11. 4. 
^'Nevertheless, I ha^ somewhiit agaisst thee.^ 

In' the epistle to the angel of the church of 
Ephesus, we have an example worthy to be imi- 
tated.^ Those things for which that church was 
worthy of commendation, were first mentioned, 
and received their due approbation ; after which, 
the writer says, ^^Nevertheless I have somewhat 
against thee." And then he proceeds faithfcilly to 
set forth those faults which deserved to be cor- 
rected. 

It is oulr design, this evening, to follow this ex- 
cellent example, while endeavouring to perform 
the labours Vhich the congregation h^s reason to 
expect. If we find it a duty to inform a beloved 
friend of some faults which it is his interest to re- 
form,^ both love and prudence will dictate this 
commendable method. We must first carefully 
mention hia good qualities ;wkh due caution re- 
mind him of hiis virtues, and dwell at reasonable 
length on what, in his general character, we find 
worthy of our sincere approbation ; and even when 
we advance to mention those faults which we wish 
to reform, it must be done with reference to the 
before mentioned virtues, that as the character is 
so nearly as it should be^ our friend may be induc- 
ed to cendbr the whole consistent, b^ ti^{ox\x\&^iS3^^^ 
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Our Unitarian brethren have just, daims to our 
tespects and apprdbation for maaj things, which 
both duty and inclipation induce us to acknowl- 
edge. They hold many, and indeed the i^lpo^ 
tant, points of the christiaB (aith accordingly as we 
believe they are revealed in the sacred scriptures. 

These points of doctrine^ at least some of them, 
we shall set forth, and endeavour to accompany 
them with some of the abundant proof, which the 
divine word affords. 

1st. The particular tenet which gives them their 
name, as a denomination, is the strict unity of God, 
in contradistinctioa from the doctrine, known in 
the church, by the name of TVinify, which teaches 
that there are, in the God-head,^ tnree distinct per- 
sons, who are co-equal, cq-essential, and co-eter- 
nal. That our Unitarian brethren are fully sup- 
ported by Scripture authority, in their belief in the 
strict unity of the God-head, we entertain no 
doubts. As proof of this important doctrine, we 
adduce the following: Moses, who was commis^ 
sioned by heaven to teach the house of Israel the 
true worship, uniformly taught the people as is ex- 
pressed Deut. vi. 4, 5, "Hear, Israel ; the Lord 
our God is one Lord. And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with aH thy soul, 
and with alt thy might.*' Now to us it appears 
reasonable, that if the true worship required a be- 
lief in a trinity of persons, in the God-head, Moses 
would have stated this fact, in place of stating 
what we have just recited. We are unable to see 
why the doctrine of the trinity was not taught by 
Moses if it be now the duty of religious teachers 
to insist on its truth. If it be said, that the d(M> 
trine of the trinity is mope specially taught ia the 
(christian scrij^tures an<J dispensation, this at o«ce 
directs us to the teachings of Jesus, whoJn reply 
to the scribe, of his day, who asked hitn^ ** which 
is the first commandment of alW" said; "The 
first of all the commandments is, hear, Israel ; 
The Lord ou¥ God te o^e Lo^d: 8»id thoa shalt 
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love the Lord thy GaA i^ith all thy heart, and 
with all thy 86ul, and vM^ aH thy mind, and with 
all thy 8tr6f^fth. iThiaidthe ftrat commandment. " 
If Jesus had intended to teach the doctrine of 
three persons in^_ the . dod-head) as an im^tire- 
m^nt on the uaity of Gtod as taii^ht by Mo6ies> we 
see not why^he should use the very words of Mo- 
seUvWhidt evidently disallows such doctrine. Nor 
oati we reasonably believe ^at it is now any more 
the duty of diristian ministers tainsist on the doc- 
trine of a trinity, than it was theduty of the divine 
master so to ^o. We may further add, that Su 
Paul was particular in giving instructions on our 
present «ubject, especially m his communication 
to Timothy, where he says, " There is one Go<i^ 
and one mediator between God and men, the man ' 
Christ Jesus." But triilitariaii doctors have insist- 
ed that thi6 mail Christ Jesusy is essentially God, 
being, what they term the «econd person in the 
holy trinity. And yet tiiis man told the people 
that he could do- nothing of himself, and that his 
Father was^eater than he. . . 

2d . Our Unitarian brethren have travelled throUfih 
the diurk regions of that false divinity, which for 
ages^has taught people to believe that it was not 
consisient with the divine perfections, for God to 
forgive the traitisgreBsions of mankind without first 
requiring and l^ceiving a sacrifice of real suffer- 
ings^ in room of inflicting the penalty of his broken 
law on the offenders ; and they have haj^ly ar- 
rived at the rational, and scriptural truth of the 
divine favour as flowing from the nature of the 
divine Being, without being induced by any crea- 
ture act or suffering. They have justly discarded 
the whole doctrine o^ viearioud sufferings, istnd with 
eminent abilities have maintained the fatherly char- 
acter of the great Creatof. They understajad and 
ably maintain the va$t utility of the life, preaching, 
suMrings, death and resurrection^ of Jesus, as 
means in the wisdom, of God, of planting aitd sup* 
porting true religion in our world but they do not 
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believe that our heavenly Father^ love is the pjas 
tjhase of the Saviour's sufferings. Such doctrine 
they justly view as (Kshotioutable to the Father et 
mercies, from ittrhom 6very good gift, and everi^ 
perfect gift descends. In these sentiments we be* 
fieve that they are justified hy the general theme 
of scripture testimony, and m a very clear and 
forcible manner by the foHowing passages : John 
iii. 1^,^ 17, " For God so loved the world, that he 
ffave his <mly begotten Son, that whosoever be* 
fieveth iii him should i^t perish but have everla^^ 
iog life. For God sent not his Son into tiie world 
to condemn the world ; but that the ^orld through 
him nUght be ^aved.^' 1 Johh iv. 9, 10, " In this 
was manifested the loVe of God towards us, be- 
cause that God sent his only begotten Sm into 
the worlds that we might live through him. Here- 
in is love, not that we loved God, but that he lov- 
ed us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation fof 
our sins." By such testimony, t^e are certified 
that whatever bene&t Jesus is to mankind^ that ben^ 
efit is the effei^ and hot th>e ednse of our heavenly 
Father's love. 

. 3d. Our Unitarian brethren are deserving of 
high approbation, and even of gratitude, for thciif 
successful labours in disproving the unreasonable, 
unscriptural and heart^hardening doctrine of par- 
ticular election and reprobation. Their doctors 
have^ in their labours on' this Subject, contributed 
largely to open people's ejres, atidf to enable them 
to see that there is no scripture authority for be- 
lieving, that the Father of our spirits, from all 
eternity elected some of the human family, and 
ordained them to a state of endless felicity ; whil^ 
he reprobated the rest to endless, unmerciful suf- 
ferings. So very succtagsful have their labours 
been) in disproving a doctrine so dishonourable to 
God, so revolting to the best feelings of the human 
heart, so withering* to future prospects, so blight- 
ing to the charities of true religioil, and so won- 
tDfef/ui*yproatictive of illiberal feelings and perseeu 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tion, that the misguided defenders and 8upi)orter3 
of thosfe pa'rtlal sentinientis hs^ve grown cautious, 
and ttre iseldom heard to advance those tenets in 
public Or pr^s^ate ; and 'some have found it most 
convenient to deity them altogether. In their be- 
lief of the impartiality of the divine benevolence, 
we believe they are well atlfl abundantly support- 
ed by scrijiture atrthdi*ity, as well as by the gen- 
eral econdmy of a "most gracious Providence. We 
•read that "the l.ord is good unto all ; and his 
tender mercies are over all his works." And again 
we are assdred that he is no respecter of persons. 

4th, Otir Unitarian brethren maintadn' a far . 
more wholesome doctfine, respecting the moral 
fetate in which we are Introduced into the present 
worlds than that which is held by their orthodox 
opponents. The doctrine 'known by the name of 
total flfejjrrfifty, "which has for affes been supported 
in the chiirch | by which people have been taught 
to believe, that man's whole nature is but a mass 
of moral coi^ruption j and wholly incapable of tliink- 
Ing a good thought, or of performing a single good 
action, and is the object of thfe divine displeasure, 
^nd exposed to endless Wrath, otar Uniitarianijreth- 
ren utterly deny. In opposition to a sentiment, so 
discouraging to -^rtuous fitnd' pious endeavours, 
they successfully marntaiih that ^in has not chang- 
ed our nature from an object of the divine love, to 
an object of divirfe Wrath ; but that we ^tand in 
relation to our Creator, as our children to us their 
parents '5 tlial God loves even the diso'bedient; 
and treats theni with kindness and pity even when 
he chastises them for transgressions. In this 
most rational doctrine they are evidently support- 
ed by the current testimotiy of the sacred writings. 
The divine Teachei* directs ufe to pray tO our Fa- 
ther in heaven, and assures us that we have more 
to expect from him, than childrefti Can receive from 
earthly parents. 

5th. Oiir Unitarian brethren have far raox^ \^- 
4,ional sihd scriptural vife^VB of t\ie Ao^\x\\v^ ^S. x^ 

2Q Digitized by CiOOglc " "• 



326 BALLOU'S iERMONfl. 

ffeneraticA, than thos^ for which their orthodox 

, ppposers conteixd. ; As they do. not allow the doc- 
trine of total depravity, bo they see no necessity 
of a radical change of our nature, hj regeneration. 
They very justly tiew the i^iniona, maintained 

Vby their opposera, pn this suhject, as tending to 
oonsequences, hy no me^^ns friendly to the growth 
of rational piety. Feopje who believe that their 
very nature is evil, and thatit is not in their pow^ 

' to please Qod, can derive from such sentiments no 
encouragement to ohedienoe;.but are naturaOy 
led to Gay> we must wait until God changes us, 
by his irresistible graced before we^can serVe him 
at all. And even those who fancy themselves bom 
agaiii) are by no means secure from that pernicious 
vanity, which induced a Pharisee of old to thank 
God that he was not like other men. And if a 
careful andimpartied survey of human society be 
made, no radical change of man's nature will be. 
discovered. Our Unitarian brethren believe, and 
believe correctly « that true religion may be taught 
to men as easily «s any other science. And that 
when its moral precepts are understood, they are 
such as the heart of man will naturally approve. 

6th. Our Unitarian brethren fully acknowledge 
the perfection of all the divine attributes, and read- 
ily subscribe to their entire infinity. They believe 

• that God is unbounded in goodness, almighty in 

Eower, unlimited in wisdom and knowledge ; that 
e designs the happiness bf all his creatures, and 
governs the universe for no other purpose than its 
appiness. 

7th. In addition to all these most rational and 
heavenly sentiments, our Unitarian brethren main- 
tain the right of individuals to exercise their own 
reason, and read and study the scriptures for them- 
selves ; to form their own opinions respecting the 
doctrine they reveal, and to be perfectly free and 
independent in openly professing their religions 
sentiments. And they mot^over contend, that no 
proiessing ohtistian o\3l^X \» \i^ is^Tw^'J. ^C the 



piivileges of church fellowship find christian corn- 
munion, merely on account of his peculiar opinions. 
They are so liberal as to be willing to exchange 
ministerial services with their orthodox opposers ; 
and earnestly contend that it is inccmsistent with 
christian liberty, and christian charity to exclude 
them from their pulpits. 

We have not time to enumerate all those things, '^ 
for which we think oqr Unitarian brethren, as a 
denomination, are worthy of commendation ;, but 
if we take a comprehensive view of those partic-. 
i^ars which have been noticed, we shall, undoubt* 
edly, be led to marvel that they have made such 
extensive and valuable improvements in the. sci» 
ence of divinity. 

They have renounced the unreasonable, per- 
plexing doctrine of the trinity, and have driven 
its most able defenders to make concessions which 
amount to its entire renunciation* They have laid, 
asi4e, as an uncomfortable, worn out garment, tbe^ 
whole scheme of vicarious sufferings, and of pla- 
oating the wrath of an ofiended God y and have 
Qiade the happy discovery of a compassionate, 
kind and merciful Father in the supreme ruler of 
the universe. The, doctrine of partial election and 
eternal reprobation they have .dismissed with its. 
deserved disapprobation. They have rejected the 
old notion of man's entire depravity, and hold that 
he is capable' of moralimprovement, in knowledge 
and holiness ; and in place of the visionary notions 
about a radical change of our nature, they insist 
on the more reasonable doctrine of a christian and 
virtuous education. And they morepver apknowl- 
edge*all the divine perfections of our heavenly Fa- 
ther^ believing in^ his' infinite wisdom, power and! 
goodness, ana in the entire impartiality of his love 
to his^ creatures. 

Here we fieem to come to a pause. The query 
seems to crowd on the niind, how it is possible for 
one, who professes to be i^ believer in, and a de- 
ifnder ofj the doctrine of Xliuvextsai %^n^^u>\q 
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find any fault idth these sentiments, or with tBe 
denoniinatibn which professes them ? • 
' Christian friends, we fihd ho fault with these 
sentiments. We beliered them all, and endeav* . 
cured to persuade others of their tnith and import* 
ance, long before the. controversy between the or- 
thodox and Unitarians produced a division in this 
country. 

The hearer will' ask again, if the statements 
which have been made, concerning doctrine, do 
npt, In the most plain and direct rtianner, amount 
fo real Universali^m ? W^ reply, tllat fli our opin- 
ion they dd. And it is known afeo to the public, 
that the orthodox contend that Unitarians, in holdf- 
ingsuch sentiments, are in fact Unfversalists; 

Here we repeat our text : " Nevertheless Fhav© 
somewhat against thee." Worthy things are spo- 
ken, in the context, of the church of Ephesus, fdr 
which they received the approbation of him, who 
" holdeth the seVen stars iti his right hand, who 
walketh in the midst 6f the golden candlestitsks." 
But after all, there was somewhat against that 
church ; and notwithgtanding we find in the doc- 
trines, maintained by our Unitarian brethren; more 
to approbate than we have had time to menticm, 
we thihk there is somewhat against them. And 
this we shall now proceed* to poifit out. 

1st. As the Unitarian doctors, some orthem.at 
least, are not a whit behind* the fitst in the world; 
as to. natural talents, or acquired abilities, there 
seems to be no ffround for supposrhg that they do* 
liotknow, thattne tenets of their f^ith, which they 
apenly avow,.both.rn their preaching and wnting^, 
db in fact necessarity fead to the beliefof Univer- 
sal Salvation ; yet they, as a denomination, will 
not own that they believe it. So far from being 
ingenuous, enough to profess openly the blessed 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, they generally so 
*range and manage tlieir puplic discourses as not 

^y to keep this doc^yine out of sight; but to 

fse the unleax^njsd Yveateta \» \i^\\wit aVcs^ ^eif 
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preachers disbelieve' it. We aeknoiK^ledge that 
this charge is^ not venial; and it is stated with 
feelings of reluctance. Nothing short of^ndubi ta- 
ble conviction of its being a fact, and a common 
practice, could compel us to state this wrong. We 
have been pained to witness the truth of this 
charge with our own ears, times not t few. After 
the learned preacher had, in a plain and lucid man- 
ner, laid down some of the great principles of di- 
vinity, and after drawing the most important in- 
ferences m fevourof the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation ; and when the cheering light of this bless- 
ed doctrine shone about us^y and in us^ to such a 
degree as to lead us to think the preacher was 
about to remove the vail from his congregation at 
once, all pf a sudden a deep wound was inflicted 
by the artful turn of the preacher, who for fear his 
eongregation would believe him to be a full Uni^ 
versalist, , remindgr them, that notwithstanding: 
these principles and inferences^ we must remem- 
ber, that " without holiness no man can see the 
librd ;— Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise per- 
feh ;— Who wiil render to every man according to 
his deeds ; — -He that believeth not the son shall 
iiot see life : but the wrath of Grod abideth on him ;. 
—He that believeth and is baptized shall be sav- 
ed ; and he' that believeth not shall be damned ; 
— Jesus hath solemnly said, These shall go away 
into everlasting punishment; but the righteous 
into life eternal." Thus, by repeating one or two 
such passages at the conclusion of a discourse, the' 
preacher satisfies his hearers in generalthat he by 
no means believes in the^dbctrine of Universal Sal-^ 
vation, or would at all encourage thenl to believe 
it- Though h6 is perfectly satisfied* that such 
scriptures are, in no proper sense, opposed to the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, he is fully persuad- 
ed that his hearers so understand them, by the 
force of their education ; ;^and he is willing to make- 
use of their ignorance to keep them still iw 4'M3*r 
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2d. Notwithstanding the purity of the great, 
leading principles maintained by Unitarian preach- 
ers, they rather avoid .them in their common 
preaching, seldom bring them as the necessary 
food for their congregations, rather choosing to 
employ themselves in- speculations of their own 
curious inventions,. about a future state, of rewards 
and punishments ! If we request .them to produce 
any scripture authority for such notions, they will, 
in place of bringing scripture proof, undertake 
to justify such notions, by reasoning, as they, say, 
from analogy. They take for granted that vice is 
not sufficiently punished, nor virtue sufficientlv rC' 
compensed in this life ; of course, there must be a 
state hereafter of righteous retribution, or the di- 
vine Being will never be able to vindicate the im- 
partiality of his justice. Thus with their specula- 
tions, unsupported by one word of divine s^uthority, 
. they invade the world to come, and amuse .them- 
selves and their hearers With, the curious texture 
of a web, both the warp and woof of whi^jh is. ot 
their own invention. The moment we examine 
what this speculation takes for granted, and on 
which the whole is founded; it vanishes from our 
sight. If it be a fact that the divine Being does 
not, in this world, fully punish sin, and reward 
righteousness, it necessarily follows, that judging 
from all which we know, he never will. Suppose 
we should undertake to maintain that the supreme 
Being is really unjust, ia his. moral government; 
what better proof would be required than acknowl- 
edged facts ? We have a history of man in this 
world for almost six thousand years; and if this 
whol^ history fairly make out that wickedneiss is 
not sufficiently punished, nor righteousnegjs ade^ 
quately rewarded, here on earth, how many more 
thousand years would it require, for the same ne- 
glect, in administering rewards and punishments, 
to convince us that the Ruler of the univer3e is 
uot careful in the concerns of justice ? 

Aaother view, ofv^rYvaX HXi^^^ ^nyc^^^ take foj? 
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f ranted, at once discovers its most condemninff 
efects. • If we say that wickedness is not suf- 
ficiently pimiphed, nor righteousness adequately 
rewardedj in thiB world, we must allow that th^e ne- 
cessary consequences of wickedness are not so evil 
as wickedness itself; and that the necessary con- 
sequences of righteousness are not so good as 
righteousness. What then, we ask, is bad enough 
io punish wickedness, if wickedness is not ? And 
on the other hand, we ask, what is good enough 
to reward righteousness, if righteousness is not? 
If by going into the future world, the wicked 
shjOuld increase in wickedness, and the righteous 
in righteousness, this would only throw divine jus- 
lice, farther in arrears, which would refute the 
doctrine of this ingenious speculation. While feed- 
ing on such unrealities, whp can believe they are 
.eating that bread of God, which came dowu froqi 
heaven to give life to the world .^ 

34. Such are the exalted notions Which these 
brethren entertain- of the moral improvements 
which they are making, that it is not unfrequent 
that they preach sermons on the fruitful subject, 
in which they endeavour to convey to their hear- 
ers an understanding of the immense distance 
which thevare likely to be advanced in the future 
.world, before their fellow beings, who, in conse- 
quence of their sinful neglects, m this world, will 
have to suffer in the world to come; while they 
for their vigilance here are to enjoy indescribable 
felicity ? A single hint, indicating, that when this 
nM)rtal shall have put on immortality, and death 
shall be swallowed up of life, all men will be equal- 
ly glorious, equally righteous, and equally happy, 
is sure to meet with most pointed scorn. To such . 
<5ombustible stubble, suppose we touch one living 
coal of divine truth. Let us suppose the following 
case : A wife, who pos^e^ses every christian excel- 
lence, that woman, in this world can possess, and 
whose domestic and social virtues have arrived at 
the highest peifection attainable iiiaUiot\^^\.'^X^> 
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Bliould be informed, by her godly minister, just' jhI 
she was going out of the world, that in the world 
to which she was p>ifig, she w^uld enjoy the sat-* 
isfaction of the divine liresence, of walking tho* 
golden streets of paradise, in company with sainta 
and angels, and of beholding.the face of her Re- 
deemer for ever*, while her husband, for his world-^ 
ly-mind^dnew, and for his neglect of religion in 
thi» World, would be condemned to wander in 
darkness, in sorrow and woe. To a heart full of 
love divine, would this be a rose or a thorn ? 
What answer wpuld these brethren return to the 
question, which the Saviour put to Simon, the 
Pharisee ? "And when they had nothing to pay 
he frankly forgave them both. Tell irie, there- 
fore, which of them will love him most .?" What, 
my friends, shall w^ think c^ thosre niotal and re- 
ligious attainments, which give their possessors 
the assurance of seeing their fellow-creatures' far 
less happy, in the future, eternal world, than they 
hope to be themselves ? If they loved their neigV 
hours as themselves, would this boasted assurance 
be a source of joy, or sorrow? However unlike 
Christianity all thid^^may be; it is, as it seems, the 
prize of their high calling, the laurel for^ which 
they contend, the crown for which they fight? 
Let such arrogance be rebuked with the mUd 
counsel of the hamble' Jesus: "Learn of me, for I 
am meek and lowly in heart ; and'ye shall find rqst 
to your souls." 

4th. As the telling of those wfe love, the faults 
ve discover in ttiem, is a painful as yrell as an un- 
thankful duty, we must be excused, for the pres- 
ent, after we have named onemore fault, the cor- 
rection Df which wQuld^ do them great honour. 
Among those commendable things which were 
named, in approbation of our Unitarian brethren, 
the hearer will recollect their liberojity towards 
those christians, who differ from them in opinions. 
They have been labouring with all their christian 
J&ackness, for y^at^) \o^^t^m<^^ ^^^ ^t^^ 



•ppccrs to extend to them the right hand ef chris- 
tfan fellowship, and to consent to reciprocate min"- 
isterial exchanges. We have read their learned 
and forpible arguments ih favour of thl»^ brotherljr 
practice ; and' we have also read what their ortho^ 
dox opposers have urged' agfiiiist it; and we are 
fulty satisHed* that our Unitarian brethren have ii^ 
^-eality the best of the argument. Now if the pro.- 
fession of liberality, without the practice, could 
make these brethren rich, in the righteousness of 
God, the angels of heaven might envy their attain- 
ments! Will they exchange desks- with Univer*« 
salists .^ By no means. What is the reason ? Be- 
cause, in some points* of doctrine we do not come 
exiactly to. theii* views. As to doctrine generally, 
they will allow the* we are much nearer them, 
than^afe thei%* orthodtw: buethren, whom they are 
constantly inviting to exchange! Now if tliey, 
like the orthodox-, were- ^ontscientious m refusing 
to exchange desks with those who hold doctrine* 
opposed to their own, then would they act accord- 
ing to their profession, and would be consistent 
with themselves. But how are they to be justified 
in makijQg those, pretensions to liberality, while in 
fact it i$ oot real ? ts this Christianity ? Is it genu- 
ine- hoaesty ? Is ii su«h practice as this that is to 
^ye them such exalted statk)ns, as they anticipate, 
m the coming world ? We beseech them eithjcr to 
discontinue &e profession of liberality, or by their 
practice to convmoeus that they are nfncere in it. 
How wijr this appear in the hfetoiy of these times, . 
an half a century hence.^ Wedb^not complain of 
this inconsistency and itlS>erapiity, whtehj are so 
evident in the conduct of our brethren, because 
they are any particular inconvenience to us. Their 
character, as a denomination, is affected ty these 
improprieties ; and it is for their interest, and for 
the promotion of sincere, christian liberality, that 
we call on them to consider these things, and to 
make provision for as early a date of tK^\x t^fo^ 
matjon a^ possible. r- ^ 
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To ooooliide: If we have stated any of these 
wrongs in a manner too pointedt or have given 
them a eolouring more onfavoorable than christian 
oharitj will warranti. we thus early ask forgiveness. 
We hare not stated these defects, which we think 
we see in our brethren, without recollecting that 
we oorselves are also fauUy. And we humbly ask 
them to use towards us ; the same faithfulness, 
whieh we have thought itr our duty to exercise to- 
wards them. Let them do it in kindness and in 
brotherly love, and they shall receive our acknowl- 
edgments for the favour. 

^' He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
spirit saitii onto the churdiea«" 
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SERMON XXV- 

ETIL OlP STRlVIlfG AOAlirsT OOD. 
«: «*WoeimU>liiatlHitetrivcthwitlihifKaker!'* 

Ouft religious opposers often accuse us of sdect* 
ing those passtiges whl<^h speak of the divine 
' gMdhess, of the extensiveness of salvation, and 
of its ultimate success in bringing all men to the 
enjoyment of' holiness and happiness ; while with 
equal caution we avoid speaking of such portions 
of the divine testimony as contain expressions of 
wrath against the wicked, of .the woes which 
^ await transgressors, and the final condemnation 
of the impenitent. For doing thus we are not 
only hlamed, but solemnly admonished. 

Although ijt is natural for the accused to en- 
deavour to justify themselvies, we are not entirely 
confident that no degree of blame attachesto our 
manner of preaching, relative to the subject of 
the before-mentioned accusation. It is not very 
unlikely that we are in default, in not erifortjing 
the divine threatenings, so much as their truly 
awful importance demands. Yet, if our accusers 
will be candid, we think our wrong is, af least, 
partly extenuated by a fault of their own, which 
has been the cause of it. We* certainly have 
never evaded the enforcement of the divine4hreat- 
enings, with more caution, than they have observ- 
ed in neglecting the gracious and precious pro- 
mises of God's favour to sinners, of our race. It 
IS, moreover, a fapt, which meritti attention^ tW. 
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their Icrag: established hfi(bit, of selecting evelry ' 
threatening, whibh they could find -iri the scrip- 
tures, and every passage, which they could ex»- 
plain into a threatening, as a foundation on which 
they have raioed thcct tremendoias edifiqe, which 
they call damnation, was long since the approxi'- 
mate cauise t^iat induced us to seeo'ch the scrip** 
tures, that we miglit ascertain whether they did 
not contain somethiog ignore honourable to ouf 
C)reator, and more consoling to man^ th^n had 
>een usually held fortii to tke people. Compelled ' 
AS We were by such means to search for the ^rcc* 
xnd precious promises of divjne favour, who can 
wonder that their multiplicity and abundan|; riches 
should absorb our minds, and prompt us to bestow 
that labour in setting them forth to the people, 
which had been carefully and studiously withheld, 
by those whose labours had so long been, devoted 
to explain and enforce scripture threatenings in- 
finitely beyond not only the utmost reach of theif 
own proper meaning, but 'even beyond the reach 
of the divine goodness ? 

Hoping that the foregoing remarks will be ac- 
cepted as some apology Tor our nbt sufficiently at- 
tending to the woes and threatenings recorded in 
the faithful word, we shall proceed, faithfully to 
portray the woe pronounced in our text, and to 
cause its desired influence to be exerted in a salu- 
tary and profitabk manner. But before \vre can- 
advance to a correct and clear view of the nature 
and extent of this woe, we must attempt a survey 
of the goodness of God towards his creatures, 
which is the first general subject^ that our text 
suggests to the observing mind. 

if the question be asked, how our text brings 
tliis momentous subject into view ? we answer: 
If the designs and economy of our Creator were 
inimical to us, if they were not directed for our 
benefit, the only way by which wjei could serve our 
own interest, and promote, our happiness, would 
be to oppose our Cxea\.6t'a ie^\^t^^Ax\x^\xsfc^SjaA. 
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^hik ra)^}tot may t^ ilhistraCedby the fotlowiiig 
Vqipoditiont. THe piireht of a fanllT of children^ 
having no regard for the welfare of his oftpring^ 
arrangea his whole (Bconomy in itapect to ihem, 
in aacn a manner aa to deprhre them of all enjoy- 
ment, and to Bubject them to the most severe 
skiver^ and even sufferfaigs, fdr the purpose of 
indulging Mmself in vduptilousness. In sueh a 
case, shocild those unhappy ishildren fully acqui- 
esce in the designs and sctfemes of their cruel' 
pafeirt, they would thereby promote their own 
wretchedness, and «ve success to the means 
which were emptoyed to render them miserable: 
Under such circusftstanees, the only way by which 
they could be beneficial to themselves, would con- 
flict with the unmeroifbl piicposes cflf thelir heart- 
less father. And if they eould succeed in circum- 
venting his schemes, they might thereby subserve 
their own internist ; end in place of bringing on 
them a woe, might avert it. 

But let us reverse our soppbsitioh*. A kind and 
loving father, having no designs, respiecting his 
children, but such as embraoe their best interests 
S^d happiness, imposes no duties, no services, no 
restraints but such as he knows are indispensable 
Tor the purpose t)f promotki^ their feKioity, and of 
rendering Uiem as blest as possible. In this case, 
should any tnr a^ of these children be so blind as 
not to unde^tand that their happinc^ was the 
end of their father^s law, and the 'sure result of 
obedience to his requirements ; should they er- 
roneously believe, that tlisobedience would pro- 
cure their enjoyment ; and, in consequence of this 
mistake, should proceed to strive with their kind 
and provident father, how evident it is that this 
strife, would bring them woe -1 

By the light reflected <Tom the foregoing sup- 
positions we clearly diBdern the goodness of our 
Creator set forth in our text. And it appears to 
be evident, that in order to have a full and correct 
vievr of the woe^ which stnyiufj ^VxYv o\« ^^^ 
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brings upon \u^ we mast, at tke same time) faave 
a dear and open view of the divine jroodnes^ 
a^rainst which our atrile has been praposterousljr 
directed. 

By referring to the divine rec^iureinettts, we not 
only confirm what we have already ^vanced, bot 
we bring our leading and UMgor mibje<^ more 
clearly into view. ^^ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul^ and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and grui 
commandment. And the second is like unto it, 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyselfl On 
these two conunandments hang all the law and 
the prophets." Let us carefully inquire what the 
cpnmiand to love Gtod Withrall the heart, and with 
all the soul, |tnd with all the mind implies^ respect-^ 
ing the divine . goodness ? Ist. It implies that 
there is no quality or attribute in God that is not 
lovely in its itatare. For it would be unreason* 
able to require us to love that whifch is not lovely. 
2d. It implies that, in relation to us, God is as 
^ood, in all respects, as we could possibly desire 
him to be, on a full discovery. of his character. 
For if by a true knowledge of the divine attributes 
it should Appear that anything is wanting in our 
Creator, which could in the least advance our 
rational enjoyments, it would be impossible for us 
to love him to the extent of the requirement, II 
we should discover any want of wisdom to con- 
trive and plan for our best good, or any want of 
will to do so, or any want of power to carry into 
effect such a will, there would exist in us a cor- 
responding defect of the love required. And it 
would be equally as impossible for us to supply 
such defect in our love, as it would be unreasona- 
ble and arbitrary to require us to do it. 3d. The 
requirement, under consideration, implies that our 
Creator loves us with all his heart and mind. For 
he could not, with the least propriety, require us 
to love him without any reservation, if a reserva- 
tion existed in Uislovelo^^xdw^* — Ngthing but* 
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love €an reqi\ire lave, nor can it ask for m6re thaii 
it givies. Any one may test the soundness of this 
reasoning by the exercises x)f his own affections. 
If you dislike your neighbour j and harbour enmity 
in your heart against him, you have no desire 
that, the neighbour you hate should love you, 
and seek 'to do you good. Should he do so, and 
succeed in convincing you of the fact, you would 
find all your inimical designs frustrated, your en- 
mity removed, and your hard heart dissojved iato 
contrition. 

OBy again recurring to the divine commands, we 
shall be further confirmed in our argument^ in 
favour of the fuluegs of our Maker^s goodnessf. If 
what our Creator required of us were irksome to 
perform ; if it gave us distress and pain to vield 
obedience ; if the yoke were ponderous, and the 
burden heavy ^^ we might rightly infer, thafr our 
happiness Was not the design of the requirement. 
But we find, on the most careful examination, that 
if the Creator had no other end to accomplish* 
than to raise our felicity to the highest possible 
pointy no mean3 would be better -suited to such a 
purpose than obedicnoe toilie two commandments,' 
on which hang all the law and the prophets. 

If we keep the goodness of our Creator, in eon* 
Btant view^ as that goodness is manifested in his 
requirernenls, we shaH at once understand what it 
is which cohstitufes a strife with our Maker : and 
likewise the nature and extent of the woe which 
such strife is likely to bring upon us. 

To strive with our Maker is to strive against 
goodness itself; it is to strive against our own 
happiness ; it is to hate that which is infinitely 
Ipvely; it is to oppose the means which are de- 
eigneij to make us blest. In short, it is to hate 
God and our fellow creatures. As our highest 
happiness consists in loving God with all our 
hearts, and our neighbours as ourselves ; so our 
happiness must always correspond witlv ow^ ^\v^\^ 
Qon^Jngrof this dutf ; and the 8evet\t^ol\)cv^ vio^ 
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which our strife procures, will be heavy or light. 
EB the heat'of otir strife shall wax^ or wane. 

We now have our sulyect in such a shape that 
we may easily illustrate it by referring to instances 
recorded in nie scriptures. 

in kinjdness to the family of the patriarch Jacob, 
God designed that Jos^^'s brethren, and the 
whole femily should become dependent on him- 
This purpose he revealed in those wonderful and 
signiAcant dreams, which being related, stung 
those brethren with enyy, and raised in them a 
strife against their Maker. That which God de- 
signed for their temporal Qalvation« they,, in thejir 
rorance and wrath, were determined to prevent, 
their strife was ag[ai)i8t the goodness of God, 
so it led them on to viotete hiis divioe command, 
which required them to love their brother; and 
their acts towards him of lawless violence, brought 
them into distress and trouble, which exactly cor- 
responded with the magnitude and intenseness of 
their strife against 6od aixd their brotberi 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, because he neither 
loved God nor his neighbours, strove with his 
Maker, oppressed the Israelites with cruel servi^ 
tude and barbarous edicts, by which he brought 
on himself and on his people woes which corres- 
ponded with the heinous character of the striffe 
m which he engaged. Had he l^ved his Maker 
with all his heart, he would have obeyed his com- 
mand to tet his people go ; of had hcf loved that 
people as he toved himself, he would not have af- 
flicted them with cruel bondage and merciless edicts. 

David, king of Israel, fbrgetftil of the goodness 
of God, and' regardless of the command to love 
his neighbour as himself, strove against "that be- 
nign law which requires of all men to, do unto 
others ai^ they would be done unto, and in his 
strife committed crimes most heinous in the sight 
of God and man, by which he brought on himself 
wpes of a character perfectly suited to the nature 
^fWs strife wMch^tocxH^xYv^^^^^^g,^ 
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Absalom, the son of David, so departed from 
the law of love, that he strove against God, hated 
his father; and raised a conspiracy and a' rebellion, 
which, for a season, drove his father from Jerusa- 
lem, and from his beloved Zion. Bat this strife 
gathered a woeful storm of disastrous war, which 
burst upon him, and on his deluded followers, ia 
the wood of Ephraim, where he lost his life, and 
where twenty thousand ef Israel found their 
graves. 

Look at Abimelech, Who in murderous strife 
slew his brethren, thr^ scote aQ«l ten persons, at 
Ophia, that he might quietly and prosperously 
reign oVer the Shechexnites. In thus doing he 
strove with his Maker; he trampled the law of 
God beneath his feet^ which were swift to' shed 
blood. The Shechemites also were his partners 
m blood and guilt But who can strive with their 
Maker and prosper ? A fire came out from Abime- 
lech and devoured the rrfen of Shechem, and the 
house of Millo; and a fire came out from the men of 
Shechem, aiid from the hoose of Millo, and devour* 
ed Abimelech. ** Thus God rendered the wicked- 
ness of Abimelech, which he did unto his father, 
in slaying his seventy brethren. And all the evil 
of the men of Shechem did God render upon their 
heads: And upon. them came the curse of Jotham, 
the son of Jerubbaal.'^ 

It is of importanee that we rightly understand, 
and clearly discern from whence the woe domes, 
which is sure to fall on him who striveth with his 
Maker. It is true that the scripture informs u» 
that God " rendered," &c., but where did the fire 
come from that devoured the men of Shechem, 
and the house of Mill© ? It came out from Abime- 
lech. Where did the fire come from that devour- 
ed Abimelech ? It came out from the men of 
Sechem and the house of Millo. It is true that 
oiu" Makar renders to every one according to his 
deeds ; but this he does in the economy which he 
iMaettablished in the ^Uws of natut^^ ^a^\^\^% 
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to which ^ men give into your boeom the umni 
measure that ye mete.' 

Assisted by his wife Jezebel, who was as im- 
|ik>u8 and artful in contrrving a wicked strife 
against God, as he was willing to follow her bloody * 
devices, Ahab, king of Israel, involved himself iii, * 
a course of wicked abominations, which brought 
on him and Jesebel the won pronounced by the 
prophet Elijiah, which gave hia^^ blood to the dogs, 
m the place where he slew his neighbour ; and tiie 
body of Jezebel to the dogs by the well Jezreel." 
Such measures as they meted, men rendered into 
their bosoms. 

The vehement and memorable strife that Ha^ 
man raised against the divine command, which 
required him to love his neighboui* as himself, and 
which hurried him on in his wicked and bloody 
purpose to destroy/all the Jewa, that he might 
satiate the malicious revenge which rankled in 
his corrupt heart against Mordecai, who .sat m 
the King's gate, brought upon his head an exam- 
plary woe, whi(di should serve as an awful admo-^ 
nition to deter us from, engaging in a like conflict. 
Even before he became in ih» least apprehensive 
for the safety of his own life^ and while he thought 
be could boast of hid vast riches, his numerous 
family, the confidence of his majesty the king, 
and even that of the Queen, so heavy was woe 
resting on him, that he told his friends and Zeresh 
his wife, ''all this availeth me nothing so long as 
I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.'* 
So true is it, that th^e is no peace to the wicked ; 
that even while strife against our Maker seems to 
be in flattering success, a deadly woe cankers and 
corrodes all our pleasures, and throws a porten- 
tous gloom over future prospects. But Haman's 
strife again&it his Maker raised a gallows for his 
own neck, fifty cubits high, where it terminated 
his miserable life. - 

Another truely awful instance pf strife against 
wr Maker ,^ we find iu th^ enmity of the te%L0U9i 
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Jews against Jesus and his gospel. The Scribes 
and Pharisees, the* doctbps of the law, with the 
whole estate of the elders, and the high priest at 
their head, were deeply engaged in this most cruel 
strife. They saw in Jesus, a friend to publicans 
and sinners ; they h^rd his gracious words of par- 
doning niercy ; they saw vast multitudes following 
him, who had never conformed to their traditions ; 
all this kindled in their hearts the fire of jealousy, 
crivy and hatred, which were all blown to a flame, 
by such faithful reproofs as we find recorded in that 
last address, which Jesus delivered in the temple, 
to his mortal foeQ. **Woe unto you Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites," is many times repeated in 
^n one chapter ; and the abominations which those 
hypocrites practiced are* stated in direct charges 
against them, as follows: ^VYe shut up the king- 
dom of heaven against men ; for ye aeithet go in 
^ yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are enter- 
* ing to go in. — ^Ye devour widows' houses, and for 
~ a pretence of make long prayers : therefore ye 
shall receive the greater damnation.— Ye compass 
sea and land to make on^roselyte ; and when he 
is made, ye make him twoiold more the child of hell 
than yourselves.-Ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, 
and cummin, and have omited the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and laith: these 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the others 
undone. — ^Ye make clean the outside of the cup and 
the platter, but within they are full of extortion 
and excess. — Ye are like unto whited sepulchres^ 
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men's bones, swad of all unclean- 
Bess. Even so ye ateo outwardly appear righteous 
unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and . 
iniquity." These and other like charges the faith- 
ful ^nd true witness brought against the enemies 
of his blessed gospel^ who went on in their strife 
against their Maker, until they imbrued their hands 
in the blood of Jesus, and in the blood of his disci 
l^s, filling up the measure of t}\e\\ {^\Xv^\%>^\ 
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preparing themselres for the wpes which MOfm 
2ame upon them, in the dire destruction of their 
city and temple, in the slaughter c^ many millioQB' 
of the Jews, and the final dispemon of that ancient 
people. So vident, so perversdy wicked, was the 
«triie in which the enemies of Jesus were engaged, 
and so truly awful were the woes which he saw 
gathering like a dark doud, over Jerusalem, that 
he wept over the cfty, sayings ** If thou hadst 
known, even thou, in this thy day>, the things* 
which belong unto thy peace ! but now. they are 
hid from thine eyes> For the days shall come up- 
on thee, that thine enemies shsill cast a trench> 
about thee, and oompaias thee round, and keep thee 
in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the 
gnnmd, and thy childrefn within thee : and they 
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another ; 
because thou knowest.nc^ the tijne of thy visita* 
tion." 

It is a truth, which we ought always to keep in 
view, that the woes which striving against our 
Maker is sure to bring upon us, are those of our 
own procuring 7 they consist in wrath, which we, 
according to the hardness of our. hearts, treasure- 
up to ourselves, against the. day of wrath. It is 
our wicked hearts and pollu?ted hands which are 
eAiployed in surcharging, with vengeance^ the 
dense doud which must burs^t on our heads. . Je- 
sus and all his saints may weep over us, they may 
pity our madness and our strife with our Maker, 
but the woe must come. God is a fountain of liy- 
ing waters; and if westriv;e against them and for- 
sake them, these waters- do not pursue us with 
drought and parch our lips, with thirst ; but we 
hew out to ourselves cisterns,^broken cisterns, that 
can hold no watev. 

These truths Jesus very clearly set forth in that 
beautiful, and well adjusted, and properly applied 
parable of the two sons. On the one hand, there 
was a multitude of publicans and sinners, whc* 
Heined to coiae to him as lost nhpeg ^o a shepjv^ 
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•^a8»a prodiffal child to a compassionate Cither ; 
on the other hand stood the Pharisees and Scribes, 
Biurmuring, and accusing him of receiving simners 
and eating with them. In his reply, Jesus repre- 
sented the humble, penitent publicans and sinners 
by the younger son, who having obtained his pat- 
rimony, left his father ; and soon spent his sub- 
stanioe in riotous living: In his poverty he en- 
deavored to supply the cravings of huager by the 
xueanest services ; but after^ aH his fruitless ea* 
deavours, he found hinself peri&hkigwijth hunger. 
In this forlorn condition h^ exd.aimed, ^' hew ma- 
ny hired servants, ai^ there in my fs^her's house, 
who Uav# bread enough and to spare, and I perii^ 
with hunger." He now comes to the resolution 
to go home to his faiher, humUe and contrite. He 
^es ; his father receives him kindly, cloths him 
in the best robe, puts shoes on his feet, a ring on 
his hand,^ kills the fatted calf, orders music and 
dancing, saying, ^^ this my son was dead and is 
alive again ; he was lost and is fouad." The Phar- 
isees and Scribes, v^ho murmured because he re- 
ceived sinners, Jesus represented by the elder son^ 
in the following words : " Now, his elder son was 
in the field ; and, as he came, and drew nigh "to 
the house, he heard music and dancing.— And he 
called one of the servants, and asked him what 
these things meemt ? Ai^d he^ sai4 unto him, thy 
brother is cojne; and thy father hath killed the 
fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and 
aound. And he was angi»y,. and would not ffo in ; 
thei*efoi:e came his father out,. aQd entreated him. 
And he, answering, said to his father, Lo these 
many yeairs do I serve thee ; neither transgressed 
fat any time thy commandment ; and tbou never 

f^avest me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
riends j b\it as soon as this thy son'was come, 
which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou* 
bast killed, for him the fated calf And he said unto 
him, son, thou art ever with- mes and all l\v^\.\ 
^igv? }B tb\ne. It va§ in9S\ tYva)^ vj%^5ivi!|.§c5sx^ 
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merry and be glad ; for this thy brother was dead» 
and is alive again ; and was lost, and is found.'' 

In the parable now under consideration, we find 
two instances which represent two sorts of strife 
against our Maker ; and the woes which belong to 
them, respectively, are clearly set forth. Afl the 
time, in which the prodigal was wasting his estate, 
he was striving against all the wise and salutaiy 
councils and advice which a prudent and experi- 
enced father had given him. The father did not 
pursue his wicked son in wrath and indignation; 
he did not send after him a minister of vengeance 
to torment him. The father's heart was all the 
time full of pity, and his compassion was ready to 
receive him, on his return. When and where, let 
us ask, did this prodigal meet the wqe, which our 
text denounces against him who striveth with his 
Maker ? See the wretch, yonder, among swine ! 
fain would he satisfy the cravings of hunger with 
the husks which the unclean swine eat; but 
no man giveth unto him. This is truly a woeful 
case ; but his own folly has brought it on him; 
nor can a father's pity prevent the dire calamity 
-SGidrrgTxs thc sonTnamFains his strife^agalnst him. 
• In this woful ease of the prodigal, the impious, 
the profane, the immoral among men, have a mir- 
ror presented to their eyes, in which they may see 
themselves, and clearly discern the sure conse- 
quences, which must attend a life of disobedience 
to the commandments of God. 

On the other hand, the question occurs, when 
and where did the elder son meet the woe, which 
his striving with hi^ father procured for him? 
Look at the circumstances set forth in the parable. 
In his Hown house is his father, his brother, and 
the rest of the family. The fatted calf is dressed, 
c^iid feasting aad joyful merriment are thcf e. But 
where is he ? Is he among the happy ones ? Is h«* 
flouting for joy that his brother is alive and a 
home f Does he thank his father for his kindness 
y his long lost brotYvet ^ li\o^\v^\a «^^i \\\a^\l\ 
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not go into his own house ; he standsi without, and 
debars himself from the sweetest enjoym^ts. 
Does the father raise against this angry son a 

flittering sword of vengeance ? Does his brow 
nit into wrath against his unhappy child : No , 
but he goes out to him with all the kindness of an 
afleetionate father, and entreats him to cdme in. 

In this instance of woful infelicity, the self right- 
eous, who justify themselves and despise others, 
have a true mirror placed before them, in which 
they may trace every feature in their character. 
They are confident, as was the elder son, that 
they serve God faithfully. And they are also 
equally confident that they do not now receive a 
due recompense for their hard services* They are 
sure if God should show favour to those whom 
they call sinners, and whom they despise, he would 
be unjust. And they evea say, if sinners are re- 
ceived to divine favour, they desire ijot to bear 
them company. Thus they, as did the Pharisees 
of old, strive with their Maker, despise the riches 
of his goodness, and foibearance, and long-suffer* 
ing ; not knowing that the goodness of God lead* 
eth to repentance. But after their hardness and« 
impenitent hearts treasure up to themselves wrath, 
against the day of wrath. Like the ancient Phi^* 
isees, they are willing to compass sea and land to 
make proselytes ; but this on condition, that when 
proselytes are made, they must be two fold, more 
the children of hell, than themselves. For a pre* 
tence they make long prayers ; but this is to cover 
their wickedness In devouring widows' housiss* 

The enemies of Jesus never strove with a more 
determined zeal against him and his doctrine of 
universal, impartial goodness, than do the enemies 
of the same doctrine in our times. Let us look at 
an instance. A believer in this heart cheering 
doctrine brings to its opposers the testimony of 
St. Paul to Timothy ; God '' will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of tl 
truth." This precious declaratioii, m\\i «. xwcil 
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t&de of others of like import, pre6en& a fbuttslft 
of living waters to the goyful eves of the "hutobli 
believer in Jesus. By this open fountain he etarids, 
and cries in the langriage of God's ancient prophet, 
^Ho every^ one that thirsteth, come ye to th^ 
wmters, and he that hath no money ; come ye, 
buy and eat ; vea, come, buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price. Wherefore do ye 
spend monev for that which is not bread ? and 
your lab6ar for that wMch toti^fieth not ? hearken 
diligently unto nfie, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let yMr soul delight itself in fatness. Incline 
your e&tj and tdme unto me ; h6ar, and your soul 
shall live," Now commences a most determined 
strife with the plain B,tkA cleat seiiBe of God's word. 
The opposer first attacks the passage by contend- 
ing that Gk>d has two wills, one his secret will of 
decree, the other hia f eveated will ; and though 
he has revealed his will, thai alt meh should finidly 
obtain salvation, he has decreed that a part only 
should b6 savl^d. We have neither tim'e nor occa- 
sion to 8h6w the impropriety of such reasoning ; 
what w6 wish now to bring into view is the woe, 
which the opposer of God's word procures for him- 
iself, by thus striving against it. What has he ef- 
fected by this violent struggle f . He has forsaken 
this fountain of living ^atei's, aAd hewn out a 
cistern that can hold no wateh Let him retire 
with his own explanation of the text, and when 
alone, let him s6ek consolation to his own heart 
from the passiige, with which he has used such 
freedom. Cati h* find any ? No, his cistern is a 
broken one ; it holds no wateif . According to Ms 
own explanation, he has h6 assurance that his 
Creator has not decreed his everlasting c6ndem- 
nation. In sOch a behcf we find many unhappy, 
disconsolate sufferers, struggling under the weight 
of sinking despaii^, destitute 6f any solid hope in 
divine favour. 
Another opposer of divine truth will stnve with 
n Maker^s word^ \>^ QouXeiidit^ Uv&t tiie tex^ 
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tincler consioeration, only expresses God's willing- 
ness that all m^n should be saved, not mean^ig 
that it is really his will to efiect it. He will allow 
that God is willing that all men should be saved, 
if they will comply with the conditions of salva- 
tion. Here is another way to hew out a broken 
cistern. And we see thousands mourning over 
their imperfections, and trembling with fearful ap- 
prehensions that they may not have complied wi|h 
the conditions on which depends their everlasting 
interest. Now it is not for the purpose of twing- 
ing such woes on themselves, that they thus strive 
against the gracious declarations of divine truth, 
but because they love not their neighboiu's as they 
love themselves. All this strife is designed to ex- 
clude some of their fellow creatures from those 
heavenly enjoyments which they would be glad to 
make their own. But by excluding others, they 
cut off their own confidence, and procure for them- 
selves that woeful despondency which is the nat- 
ural and necessary consequence of their strife. 
We might go on and instance many declarations 
of God's universal, efficient goodness, and show 
that by striving against their most plain and obvi- 
ous sense, thousands of professing christians bring 
on themselves the gloom of despair. Truly did 
Jonah say, being taught by his striving with his 
Maker, "They that observe lying vanities forsake 
their own mercy." 

will any inquire where we shall find the woe, 
which our text denounces on those who strive with 
their Maker ? We shall always find it where we 
find the strife. Look into that miserable family, 
where discord and strife tage, and you witness a 
scene of woe which language would fail to describe. 
— Look again where neighbours hve in strife, and 
you see the woe in all its horrors. Examine all 
the haunts of vice in the land, where strife agair^^ 
our Maker's law constantly rages, and you see 
woe consuming the strength oi ^ow^., ^L^osa 
our nature^ and rendering de^o\aA.e \Xv^ ^^"^ 
SO 
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hopes which the heart of mto delif^ts to cherish. 
Imagination has nothing to do in this caee. Nor 
does our subject embrace the fables which craft 
lias invented of another worhk All we hare said 
is«oIemn reaUtyt and its tmtkis coafinned by uni- 
Tenial^eq>eiieft09»^^AMEN. ■ * 
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